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GREAT  STEWARD  OF  SCOTLAND, 

KNIGHT  OF  THE  MOST  NOfBLE  ORDER  OF  THE  OARinEX, 

CAPTAIN-PENERAL 

or   TBB 

HONOtfRABLE  ARTILLERY  COMPANY, 

tfc,   /r«'  ^^ 


'MAY  IT  PLEASE  YOUR  ROYAL  HIGHNESS, 

JL  OUR  Royal  Highnesses  accustomed  con- 
descension has  encouraged  me  to  entreat 
that  jou  would  deign  to  receive,  from  a 
private  in  Your  Battalion  of  the  Honourable 

\3  Artil- 
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Artillery  Company,  the  history  of  its  trans- 
actions from  the  earliest  annajs  to  the  late 
peace.  The  obligation  of  this  permission 
will  never  be  erased  from  my  grateful  recol- 
lection. V 


Your  Royal  Highnessr  will  not  only 
perceive  how  nearly  connected  with,  and 
how  important  the  influence  of  this  Com- 
pany baa  always  been  esteemed  to  the 
general  s^fFairs  of  tbe  country  and  of  the 
state,  but  also  how  zealously  attached  it 
has  ever  proved  itself  to  the.  accession  and 
government  of  the  illustrious  House  of  Ha- 
nover;  and  at  no  period  more  truly  so  than 
during  that  of  Your  Royal  Highnesses  super- 
intendcnce  as  the  Captain-General.  Its 
prosperity  has  increased  under  Your  Royal 
Highnesses  patronage,  and  its  permanence 
and   utilitv   gather  advancing  strength  by 

the 


(     vii     ) 
the   ties  which   connect  the  vigour  of  its 
principle  with  the  fealty  of  its  association. 

I  trust  it  will  not  be  deemed  pre- 
sumptuous ambition  in  me,  if  the  favourable 
protection  which  Your  Royal  Highness  has 
been  pleased  at  all  times  to  extend  to  the 
Company  in  general,  is  felt  by  every  iiidi- 
viduaLin  its  battalion. 


1  have  the  honour  to  be, 
Wth  the  utmost  deference. 

Your  Royal  Highnesses 

Very  obedient  humble  Servant, 

4 

ANTHONY  HIGHMORE. 

Hliydon-fqujfe, 
March  1804. 

A  4  TO 


TO 

Sir  WM.  CURTIS,  Bart.  Alderman,  M.R 
President  of  the  HoUp  Artillery  Company  \ 

WILLIAM  LUSHINGTON,    Esq.    Fice- 
•  President ; 

Sir  J.W.  ANDERSON,  Bart.  Aid.  M.R 
Treasurer ; 

PAUL  LE  MESURIER,  Esq.  Alderman, 
Colonel; 

WILLIAM    DAWSON,  Esq.  Lieutenant^ 
Colonel; 

RICHARD  HOOPER,  Esq.  Majori 

JOHN  FURBOR,  Esq.  Adjutant  i 

And  to  the  Members  of  the  Honorary  and 
Elected  Court  of  Assistants* 


GENTLEMEN, 

If  I  had  not  the  honour^ of  addressing 
you  as  my  officers,  I  might,  perhaps, 
Jiave  never  known  the  mark  of  your  kind 
liberality  in  having  entrusted  to  ray  in- 
spection   the    original    documents  of   the 

Honour- 


(      X      ) 

Honourable  Artillery  Company.  The  same 
disposition  which  was  then  pleased  Xo  foster 
the  expectation  of  the  following  work,  is 
now  solicited  for  its  protection.  The  testi- 
monies to  your  eminent  services,  which  are 
•  •  • 
frequently  recorded  in  the  ensuing  pages, 

and  of  the  confidence  and  deserved  esteem 
'of  the  whole  corps,  while  they  afford  a  happy 
influence  to  your  exertions  for  its  welfare, 
silence  my  feebler  efforts  of  praise.  It  is  the 
part  of  individuals  to  concur  in  the  respect, 
whicjh  the  united  body  claim  the  privi- 
Ipge  of  declaring  with  unanimous  acclama- 
tion. 

J  have  the  h9nour  to  be, 

GllXTLEMEN,. 

Your  obedient  humble  sc^^^ant> 


A.  HIGHMORE. 


Haydon-fqiiarc, 
March  1804. 
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Arms.^^Ar.  oil  a  crofs  gu,  a  Hon  paflTant  gardant  or ;  on  a 
chief  a2.  a  portcullis  •  of  the  thtrd,  between  twe  oftrich  fea- 
thers of  the  firft.  Cte/ly  on  a  wreath  a  tlexter  arm  m  armour, 
embotved,  proper,  garniffaed  or,  holdingin  a  gauntlet  a  trailing 
pike  or  leading  ilaff  proper,  laffelled or;  all. between  two 
dragon's  wings  expanded  ar.  each  charged  with  a  crofs  gu. 

Supporters. — ^The  dexter,  a  man  proper,  his  head  and 
body  jn  armour,  his  arms  habited  in  buff,  breeches  gu. 
blockings  ar.  fhoes  proper,  holding  in  his  exterior  hand  a 
pike :  the  linider,  a  man  proper,  habited  as  the  dexter,  ex- 
cept the  armour  on  the  body,  this  having  a  coat  of  buff 
proper ;  over  his  left  Ihoiilder,  and  under  his  right  arm,  a 
bait  firung  with  cartouches  gu. ;  in  his  iiniflcr  hand  (i  mufket 
ered,  a  reAing  ftaflf,  and  match  rope,  and  at  his  fide  a  fcimi- 
tar,  all  proper. 

Motto. — Arma  facts  fulcra. 

N.  B.  Thefe  fupporters  are  habited  as  in  the  time  of 
King  Charles  I. ;  the  dexter  as  a  regular  warrior,  and  the 
iinifter  as  a  militia-man  of  the  city. 

Heraldry^    vol.   ii.    by  Jofeph  Edmonfon,    F.  5.  A.  ' 
Mowbray  Htrald  Extraordinary ^  folio  edit.  1780. 

Thefe  arms  are  alfo  mentioned,  and  defcribed  in  a  book 
publiflied  at  London  in  1643,  ^vritten  by  Lieutenant-Colo- 
nel Bariffe,  entitled  Milit^ire  Difcipline,  or  the  Young  Ar- 
tillery-man, 4t0.  \  and  alfo  in  Mr.  filackwell's  Hiftory  and 

^  •  The  portcullis  should  have  five  bars. 
.  •  Discipline 
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CHAPTER  I. 

Of  the  Ufc  of  Arms  in  England. 

At  a  crififi  like  the  prefent,  eventful  to  all  European 
nations,  but  peculiarly  momentous  to  the  united 
Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  and  their  de« 
pendencies,  when>  not  only  the  bleflings  for  which 
we  have  toiled  with  unwearied  affiduity,  the  property 
which  we  have  acquired  by  laborious  exertion,  the 
more  valuable  and  incalculable  riches  which  our  brave 
and  venerable  anceftors  have  tranfmitted  to  om^  trust, 
the  birthright  of  our  country,  the  conftitutionjd 
privileges  of  our  free  becaufe  equipoifed  government, 
the  mild  and  tolerant  fpirit  of  our  Proteftant  church, 
the  prote£tion  of  our  colonial  dominion,  the  extenfion 
of  our  conunerce,  and  the  maintenance  of  our  naval 
honour  and  power, — our  own  perfonal  fafety,  and 
the  rampart  which  nature  forms  in  the  human  breaO: 
as  the  ever  bleffed  vanguard  of  our  wives  and  chil- 
dren;— ^when  thefe  are  threatened  with  more  than 

B  cohqueft. 
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the  damages  and  depredations  of  robbers,  &c.  \nthm 
their  refpeftive  diflrifts,  would  of  courfe  be  ftimu- 
lated,  by  the  urgent  fpur  of  private  intereft,  to  devote 
a  fmall  portion  of  their  leifure  to  the  neceflkry  exer- 
cife  of  arms  and  training  for  their  mutxial  defence 
againft  every  aft  of  violence  and  injuftice  *•  s 
•  Man  being  by  nature  a  Ibcial  creature,  it  is  his  firft 
propenfity  thus  to  affocisite,  and  hence  may  be  derived 
th^  right  of  aflbciation ;  but  he  is  moreover  bound  to 
do  it  by  a  branch  of  the  common  law,  which  cannot 
legally  be  changed ;  for  it  is  fixed  upon  all  men,  in 
^heir  refpeftive  diftrifts  and  counties,  as  an  indifpen- 
fable  duty,  "  by  the  law  of  nature  and  nations,  that 
we  may  be  affifting  both  to  our  parents  and  qur 
country,  and  repel  force  and  injury ;  and  hence  it 
comes  that  whaffoever  we  do  for  the  defence  of  our 
own  bodies  is  adjudged  legal  f.'*  Not  only  the  laws 
of  nature  but  of  found  policy. require  every  a£five 
citizen  to  be  exercifed,  ai)d  expert  in  arms  of  defence 
and  peace  for  mutual  proteftion.  The  ancient  power 
of  the  country  is  eftablifhed  upon  this  fecurity ;  the 
ancient  ftatute  of  Winton,  the  laws  of  King  Edward  J, 
the  ftatute  of  33  Henry  VIII.  c.  9.  which  alludes  to 
"  the  law  of  ancient  times  ufed,'**  require  every  perfon 
to  have  bows  and  to  be  exercifed  in  the  ufe  of  them  ; 
which  was  then  efteemed  one  of  the  moft  effeftual 
military  difciplines  for  the  defence  of  the  kingdom  : 
5S  Hen,  VIII.  c.  6.  thefe  anciefit  principles  of  our  ear- 
lieft  anceftors,  their  defcendants  proudly  recognize  and 

•  Gr.  Sharp  on  Congr.  Courts,  10.  Lambard. 
t  Cow«l,  tit.  Q.  Bracton,  lib.  i.  c.  5.  Num.  7- 
J  Judge  Atkins*  Tracts,  \2o3.  '  Bacon  on  Gotrern.  p.  1.  64. 

confirm; 
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confinn ;  and  let  it  ever  b^  remembered,  that  though 
the  weapons  may  be  changed,  the  doftrine  is  (till  pre- 
ferved  and,  maintained. 

To  facilitate  the  means  of  this  defence,  it  was  by 
the  fame  a£t  allowed  and  direded  that  every  inhabi- 
tant of  towns  and  diflrids  fhould  keep  iire  arms  in 
their  houfes,  and  ^^  to  ihoot  at  any  butt  or  bank  of 
earth  only  in  place  convenient  for  the  fame,  whereby 
they,  by  the  exercife  thereof,  might  the  better  aid  and 
ailifi  to  the  defence  of  this  realm  when  need  fhould 
require*/* 

Several  ancient  writers  have  corroborated  and  en- 
larged, this  do£trine,  for  they  have  required  not  only 
the. exercife  of,  but  expertnefs  in,  the  ufe  of  armsf  j 
and  in  later  times,  the  Bill  of  Rights,  1  W.  and  M« 
ftat  ii«  c.  2,  which  limited  the  ufe  .of  arms  to  pro- 
teflants,  allows  them  to  have  arms  for  their  defence 
according  to  their  condition,  and  a^  i^lowed  by  law. 

The  cbaraffcer  of  a  citizen  bearing  arma^  whofe  in- 
tentions have  the  ftamp  of  l^gal  fan^ipn!!)  ^^  congdnial 
with  the  ftrifbeft.  ideas  of  the  coaftitutiou  of  tim 
country^  and  clearly  calculated  to  obviate  evils  and 
produce  many  good  oSe&s ;  thence  is  derived  a  me^ 
dium  of  power,  neither  altogether  civil  nor  military^ 
by  which  Englifh'men  may  be  defended  without 
apprehenfion  for  their  dvil  rightSy.and  dangeroua 
violators  of  the  laws  be  the  more  eafily  fubdued,  as 
feeling  themfelves  in  fome  meafurc  judged  and  con-» 
demned  by  their  country. 

^  Eirenarcha,  4  b.  473. 

t  Fortes,  de  Laud,  c.44.  lOG.    J.  Alaod'i  Remarks  thereon,  c.  2.  S. 
Mirror,  c.  I.  s.  3.    St.  Wettm.  1.         * 

B  3  Public 


6  H.A.a 

Public  credit,  in  which  every  one  is  diredly  oi* 
remotely  interefted,  cannot  fiii!  of  being  more  firmly 
maintained,  by  confidence  in  the  means  of  fecurity 
of  rights,  and  of  property  of  aH  defcriptions ;    and 
every  enterprife  of  commerce,  and  in  the  arts  and 
fciences,  will  ever  be  condu6^ed  with  acumen  and 
energy,  and  attended  with  beneficial  confequences,  pro« 
portioned  to  the  profpeft  of  protection  and  permanency 
in   the  refuiting  honour  or  advantage  ^%     In  free 
ftates,  fays  Sir  William  Blackftone,  no  man  ihould 
take  up  arms,  but  with  a  view  to  defend  his  coun-» 
try  and  its  laws  :  he  puts  not  off  the  dtissen  when  he 
enters  the  camp ;  but  it  is  becaufe  he  is  a  citizen,  and 
would  wifh  to  continue  fo,  that  he  makes  bimfetf 
for  a  while  a  foldierf*  Befides,  though  the  civil  govern* 
ment  is  juftly  made  to  rely  Upon  the  more  lenient 
exerticm  of  magifteriat  power,  yet  there  will  anfe  ferious 
and  awful  moments  in  the  progreis  of  foqiety,  wheii 
the  arm  ci  that  power  muft  be  ftrengthened,  whe4 
civil  authority  muft  aflume  a  ftemer  brow,  and  whea 
unhappily  the  mild  adminiftration    of  reaibn  an4 
reftraint  muft  give  place  to  vigorous  coercion  and 
unrelaxing  feverity!    At  fuc&  periods  of   genera^ 
alarm,  to  be  gaitle  or  fupine  is  to  be  vicious ;  focurity 
and  confidence  are  the  heralds  of  public  rum !    Thofe 
on  whom  the  weight  of  ftrong  feverity   may  fall, 
muft  by  their  fatal  example  imprcfs  the  feal  of  con« 
trition^  and  thofe  whom  their  fufferings  have  pro* 
tefted,  muft  at  the  returning  moment  of  tranquiUityy 
V^hile  they  lament  the  lofs  of  a  fellow  citizen,  conyer^ 

tAddrpssl794.    SeeApp.  f  4  Bl.  Con^.  409, 
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their  tears  into  fmiles  of  gla^nefs^  an4  their  eaiedMfi 
inta  tranfports  of  gratitude. 

Such  is  the  faint  and  diftant  {hade  o^  a  pidure 
which  diflblves  the  human  eye  to  infpefi;,  and  clouds 
the  mind  to  contemplate !  To  aid  the  fun^bions  <)f 
civil  gorernment^  by  the  commanding  awe  of  military 
evolution^  is  to  be  reforted  to  only  in  the  Uft  ex». 
tremity  of  pbpular  fury,  wh^  the  tooft  dire  neceffity 
fitti&ions  the  call,  and  the  n^ore  general  danger  juAir 
fies  the  confequence. 

But  in  all  cafes  of  rebellion  or  invafion)  thf 
ezecotiye  government  veiled  in  the  qr^wn  h^s*the 
acknowledged  claim  of  allegiance,  in  the  power  of 
demanding  the  p^foaal  fervtce  af  eve^  individual 
capable  of  defending  his  country  and  th^  public 
peace.  In  the  earlieft  ages  cf  this  nalk>n,  the 
monarchs  coimmanded  the  perRxnai  prefence  of  ail 
knights  and  others,,  which  was  invariably  pradiiiod 
till  the  military  part  of  th^  feudal  fyftem  was 
aboliflied  ;  when  perfonal  fervice  was  difpenfed  with 
for  1  pecuniary  compenfation. 

By  the  laws  of  Kii^  William  the  Firlt  (as  piibliflied 
in  Lambard's  Archiotioi^a,  1  edit.  4to,  1568,  fok 
325),  after  efiablifhing  the  regular  watch  and  ward^ 
it  is  added,.  *•  We  ordain  and  fhiftly  command  that 
all  earls,  &c.  and  all  the  freemen  of  our  whole 
kingdom,  ihall  have  and  hold  themfelves  always  Well 
in  arms  and  horfes,  as  it  is  fit  and  right,  and  that 
they  may  be  always  ready  and  prepared  to  fulfil  their 
entire  fervice  to  us,  and  eflFeftually  to  aft  whenever 
Aere  (hall  be  occafion,  according  to  the  duty  which 
they  ought  to  do  of  right  to  us,  for  their  lands  and 

B  4  tenements, 
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tenements,  and  according  as  we  command  them  by 
the  common  comicil  of  the  whole  kingdom."  And 
this  fervice  was  rendered  ftiil  more  fuitable  to  the 
dignity  of  a  free  people  by  the  entire  ele6tion,  from 
among  themfelves,  of  all  their  officers  civil  and  mili« 
tary  *•  It  may  be  obferved  that  this  fervice  was  not 
entirely  feudal,  though  it  had  refpe£k  to  the  lands 
and  tenements  which  they  might  hold  under  the 
crown,  for  the  command  was  to  be  fanStioned  and 
organized  by  the  legiilature,  which  rendered  it  a 
national  and  not  merely  a  feudal  or  vaflal  fervice. 

It  was  held  by  the  ancient  law,  to  be  a  contempt 
againft  the  king's  prerogative  for  any  private  fubjed; 
to  refiife  to  ferve  him  in  perfon,  if  he  were  able,  or 
to  find  a  fubftitute,  if  otherwife,  in  the  defence  of 
the  realm  againft  rebels  and  foreign  invaders ;— K)r,  as 
fome  fay,  to  refiife  to  ferve  the  king  for  pay  in  his 
wars  abroad.  The  curious  inquirer  will  perhaps  in* 
veftigate  the  dodrine  by  referring  to  the  ftatutes  and 
works  in  the  margin  f. 

The  ancient  military  order  was,  when  the  king 
was  to  be  ferved  with  foldiers  for  his  war,  a  knight  or 
efquire  of  the  country,  that  had  revenues,  farmers  and 
tenants,  would  covenant  with  the  king,  by  an  inden- 
ture enrolled  in  the  Exchequer,  to  ferve  the  king  for 
fuch  a  term,  with  fo  many  men,  fpecially  named  in 
a  lift,  in  his  war  |.     And  there  are  many  regulations 

•  Gr.  Sharp,  Copgr.  Courts,  1C6. 

t  2  Roll's  Abr.  166.— Urown's  Tenures,  44.  73 — lEd.  3.  c.5.-^ 
18  Ed.  S.  c.  7.-25  Ed.  3.  c  «. — 4  Hen.  4.  c.  13.-11  Hen.  7.  c.  1. 
^.  18.-«Crd.  Car.  1 1.  I»3.  267.— Crom.  Jur.  S^.  84.-3  Inst.  144.-? 
Hob.  QS5.— 12  Co.  94. 
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by  divers  ftatutes  concerning  the  fame  fubjed  in  the 
reigns  of  Heniy  VL  Henry  VU-  Henry  VIII.  Edw.  VL 
and  Philip  and  Mary :  but  all  thefe  have  become 
obfolete,  and  have  been  fuperfeded  by  the  annual 
arrangements  made  by  the  legiflature ^  for  eilabliihing 
and  maintaining  the  army  and  the  n[iiiitia>  and  one 
only  remnant  of  the  feudal  tenure  is  yet  pbfervable, 
in  the  limitation  of  time  for  their  fervice. 

The  alteration  from  perfonal  fervice  to  pecuniary 
compenfation  was  introduced  fo  early  as  in  the  reign 
of  Henry  II.  which  gradu^ly  increafed  till  after  the 
Reftoration,  and  then  knights  fervice  and  thdr  nuHtary 
tenures  were  aboliihed  together  by  the  legiilature  *• 
In  tl)e  mean-  tipie  the  kingdom  was  not  left  wholly 
without  defence ;  for^  befides  thofe  who  by  thdr  mili- 
tary tenures  were  bound  to  perform  forty  days  fervice 
in  the  field,  firft,  t;he  aflize  of  arms,  27  Hen.  IL  A*  D* 
1 1 8 1 9  ordained,  and  afterwards  the  ftatute  of  Wintoa^ 
13  Edw.  L  c.  6,  obliged  every  man,  according  to  his 
ftation,  to  provide  a  determinate  quantity  of  fuch  anm 
as  were  then  in  ufe,  in  order  to  maintain  the  p^ce ; 
and  conflables  were  appointed  in  all  himdreds  by 
the  latter  (t^te  to  fee  that  fuch  arms  were  provided ; 
thefe  weapoi^  were  changed  by  ftatute  4  and  5.  Fh* 
and  Mary>  c  2,  for  others  of  more  modem  fervice ; 
but  both  this  and  the  former  provifions  were  repealed 
by  1  James  L  c,  25,  and  21  James  L  c.  28  :— while 
thefe  ftatutes  were  in  force,  it  was  ufual  for  our 
princes  from  time  to  time  to  iflue  commiflio^s  of 
array,  and  to  fend  into  every  county  officers  in  whom 
they  could  confide,   '^  to  mufter  and  array,  or  fet 

t  H  Car.  9.  c,  94* 

in 
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in  military  order,  the  inhabitants  of  every  diftrifl:  ;*• 
and  the  form  of  thefe  commiffions  was  fettled  in 
parliament,  ib  as  to  prevent  the  infertion  of  any  new 
penal  claufes*. 

The  warrants  and  letters  pat&it  addreifed  by  feveral 
of  our  kings  to  the  Artillery  Company,  authorizing 
their  array  .and  appointing  a  captain-general,  feem 
to  be  a  continuation  of  this  ancient  pra£dce,  and  to 
bave  arifen  from  fimilar  motives. 

The  commiifions  of  lieutenancy,  which  afterwards 
fuperfeded  thoie  of  array,  were  introduced  by  Hen* 
ry  VIII,  and  were  generally  iffued  till  the  Lcmg  Par- 
lisment  difputed  and  denied  this  power  of  the  crown, 
and  feized  it  into  their  own  hands ;  but,  after  the 
Reftoration>  this  ri^t  was  recognized,  and  the  military 
authority  and  fubfiftencenow  flands  by  law  upon  the 
new  foundation  raifed  by  the  legiilature  at  that  period; 
for  the  ftatute  IS  and  14  Car.  II.  an.  1661,  recognized 
the  ancioit  common  law  right  of  array  and  mufter, 
and  extended  it  to  the  trained  bands  and  auxiliaries 
of  Londcm;  and  the  commiifion  in  confequence 
direded  the  a&mbling.  of  volunteers  and  others  in 
the  city  and  fuburbs,  and  **  them  to  try,  array,  and 
put  in  readinefs,  and  caufe  them  to  be  armed  and 
weaponed,  and  to  mufter  themf/'  &c.  This  pro* 
vifion  was  alfo  renewed  upon  the  accefTion  of  the  houfe 
of  Hanover  to  the  Britifli  crown,  1  Geo.  I.  c.  14« 
And  later  ftatutcs  have  ccmverted  the  trained  bands 
into  a  regular  militia,  36  Geo.  III.  c.  92.  t 

This  ancient  and    undoubted  prerogative  of  the 
crown,  in  requiring  the  military  fervice  of  every  lieg4i  • 

♦  i  Bl.  Com.  409.  41 1.  t  Cr.  Stiarp  on  Militia,  80. 
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fubjed  in  cafe  of  invafion  is  again  recognised  by  par* 
liament,  in  the  ftatute  lately  pafled  for  the  general 
defence,  43  Geo,  IIL  c.  96.  A^uated  by  the  prin- 
ciples before  ftated^  and  anticipating  the  call  of  the 
monarch  or  the  municipal  magiftrate,  the  Artillery 
Company  has  been  reforted  to  by  the  citizens  of 
London,  who  have  thereby  aflbciated,  as  auxiliary  to 
the  (Other  military  force  of  the  metropolis,  and  in  aid 
of  the  dvil  power :  its  efficient  cooperation  has  been 
required,  and  it3  exertions  reipeded  and  acknowledged, 
from  the  early  period  of  its  eftabliihment  to  the  prefent 
day ;  and  its  exercife  has  been  enlarged,  fufpended, 
and  renewed,  by  the  voluntary  refolution  of  its  menw 
bers,  as  the  exifting  circuihflances  of  the  time  have 
required  or  relaxed  their  exertions.  Thus,  by  long 
tried  valour  and  fteady  attachment  to  its  country's 
Caufe,  this  Company  has  often  proved  the  bulwark  of 
domelHc  prdteftion,  and  verified  the  fuperfcriprion  of 
its  enfign,  that  ^  arms  are  the  maintenance  of  peace" — 
♦*  Arma  facts fultra^^ 

True  patri<7tifm  happily  ^*  conneds  our  private  with 
eur  public  virtues ;  it  leads  us  to  proteft  imrnediately 
our  governors  and  our  fellow  citizens,  and  eventually 
our  neighbours,  our  friends,  our  venerlble  parents, 
jmd  our  beloved  children.  All,  as  members  of  the 
fame  comtnunity,  are  Jinked  togedier  by  the  ties  of  a 
common  interefl ;  all,  as  men,  are  related  to  us  by  the 
pardcipation  of  a  common  nature :  all  are  objeAs  of 
our  moral  agency  by  the  authority  of  a  common  reli- 
^n ;  and  by  our  common  exertions,  all  are  to  be  de- 
cided V 

•  Dr,  Parr*8  Fast  Scnnon,  6. 
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CHAPTER  H. 

Of  Artillery^  Archery^  Infantry^  Ordnance^  Fire  ArmSj 
and  defenfivc  Armour. 


ARTItLERY. 

Xhe  modem  acceptation  of  the  word  Artillery^  as 
moft  generally  applied  to  Ordnance^  ha?  led  many  to 
inifunderft^md  the  plan  and  operations  of  this  Com* 
pany ;  it  becomes  therefore  neceflkry  to  detain  the, 
reader's  attention  by  a  few  explanatory  obferyations, 

Moft  Lexicographers  have  agreed  in  afcribing  to  it  a 
French  origin ;  the  word  artUkriey  from  its  verb  artiU 
lery  armis  inftruere ;  or  frojn  the  ItaUan,  attiglare^ 
which  took  its  derivation  from  the  Latin,  apulare^^  or 
aftOy  to  put  i^  order  J  pr  aTrro;,  to  join,  or  fit  *• 

A^pther  writer  Jias  given  its  origin  to  the  Spjmiih 
or  Portuguefe  languages,  artilleria,  a  terrible  art;;  amj 
*  from  art  tirerie^  French,  Hrer  per  art  j  or  ejaculare 
per  artem  j  jaculare^  to  fhoot  t :  and  Voflius  conceives 
the  word  arcualia  arcus,  s^  bow,  to  have  been  cor^ 
rupted  from  artillerie. 

•  Skinner's  Etymol.  l6r  1.        t  Mil  shew  i  Etymol.  i6l  7, 

JTow 
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Now  there'  is  'ilothiug  in  either  of  thefe  derivations 
^¥hich  applifes  to  the  modern  ufe  of  the  word  Artillery^ 
as  defcriptive  of  Ordnance ;  but  on  the  other  hand, 
they  all  feem  more  aptly  to  fuggeii  what  it  really 
fignified,  the  weapons  of  archery  ;  and  in  this  latter 
fenfe  it  was  univerfally  adopted  as  long  as  archery 
continued  to  fumifh  arms  for  the  military  art.  It  is 
applied  in  this  fenfe  in  the  charter  of  Henry  VIII. 
to  this  company,  which  relates  to  "  long  bowes,  crofs 
bowes,  and  hand  gonnes ;"  and  mud  have  So  con- 
tinued until  fire  arms  and  bayonets  became  univerfal : 
and  it  is  remarkable,  in  confirmation  of  this  conilruc- 
tion,  that  the  bowyer  to  the  kings  of  France  was 
ftyled  Artillier  du  Rot ;  befides  that  it  is  from  that 
nation  that  England  learnt  and  adopted  the  practice 
of  archery^  at  leaft  with  the  crofs  bov/ 1  and  the  term 
Butt,  or  Mound  of  Earth  on  which  the  marks 
were  fixed,  is  French  alfo  *. 

It  is  under  the  fame  impreffion  that  we  muft  read 
the  word  artillery^  in  the  Old  Teftament,  where  it  is 
only  once  ufed  in  our  Efiglifh  verfioh,  1  Sam.  xx.  40. 
The  original  Hebrew  jHD  t  fignifies  merely  injiru- 
ments ;  but  as  it  appears  that  Jonathan  fhot  arrows, 
arid  as  archery,  was  in  practice  in  the  reign  of  James  L 
when  the  tranflators  fumifhed  the  common  tranflation, 
and  which  was  then  underflood  by  the  name  artiUery^ 


••  7  Archacl.  p.  46. 

t  Thif  word  is  pronounced  by  the  Spanish  and  Portuguese  J«w&, 
**  KayUur^"*  tmnsUted  in  Spanish,  his  •'  Arms^  The  root  of  the 
word  is  *?>3  pronounced  •«  KiU*  V /D  is  a  term  which  importi  hi* 
iiutrumtntSf    <trmu  ormoury,  or  vesseis,  according  to  the  context. 

or 
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or  any  miffile  weapon,  the  ufe  of  it  in  the  Bible,  and 
in  that  fenfe,  may  be  readily  accounted  for ;  more 
efpecially  as  we  find  that  this  was  the  cuftomary  term 
for  archery  long  before  the  pradtice  of  fire  arms  was 
adopted. 

The  difinterelled  friendfhip  which  fubfifted  between 
Jonathan  and    David  h^s  erer  been  the  theme  of 
univerfal  admiration,  and  this  inftance  of  it»  which 
the  word  artillery  introduces  to  our  peculiar  notice, 
may  ferve  to  animate  every  comrade  in  our  battalion 
with  the  fame  amiable  and  a£tive  generofity.    J*hd 
life  of  David  had  been  devoted  to  death,  by  the  in- 
temperate hatred  of  Saul ;  he  fled  from  the  court  of 
his  fovereign,  where  the  invitations  of  external  honours 
and  fplendour  but  half  concealed  the  unerring  fliaftp 
of  royal  power,  and  hid  himfelf  in  afield,  where,  ac- 
cording to  a  preconcerted  agreement  widi  his  friend 
Jonathan,  who  had  firft  pleaded  his  caufe,  the  latter  (hot 
three  arrows  in  a  certain  diredion,  fo  as  for  David  to 
hear  the  orders  given  by  him  to  his  fervant  to  feek  for 
them,  and  to  gather  them  up ;  and  when  he  carried 
them  to  his  mafter,  V  Jonathan  gave  his  artillery  to 
his  lad,  and  faid  unto  him.  Go,  carry  them  to  the 
city.'*    And  as  foon  as  the  lad  was  gone,  David 
arofe,  and  fell  on  his  face  to  the  ground,  and  bowed 
himfelf  three  times,  and  they  kiffed  one  another,  and 
wept  one  with  the  other,  until  David  exceeded.   They 
then  pledged  inviolable  regard  to  each  other,  an^ 
feparated. 

In  Howe's  Cont.  of  Stowe,  1084,  c.  48,  we  are 
favoured  with  a  derivation  fuited  to  our  particular 
purpofe.     ^^^tilkricy  or  arulery-,  id  eft,  ars  telorum 

mittendorum 
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mittend&rum  (if  our  later  etymologifts  deceived  us  not), 
is  the  art  of  ihooting  in  long  bow«s,  croffe  bowes^ 
flurbowes,  (lone  bowes,  fcorpion^,  rams,  catapults;  as 
alfo  (and  efpecially  in  thb  age)  in  canons,  bafeliiks,  cuU 
Terings,  fakers,  faulcons,  minions,  fowlers,  chambers^ 
muikets,  harquebuifes,  calivers,  petronils,  ^pidols, 
dags,  &c.  For  this  is  the  artillery  which  is  now  in 
mod  ufe  and  eftimation,  and  they  are  divided  into 
great  ordnance,  and  into  fhot  or  guns.  Thefe  bee 
warlike  arts,  and  of  great  importance,  dther  for  in- 
vafions  or  for  defence^  The  art  of  ihooting  in  great 
ordnance  is  taught  in  a  field,  inclofed  with  a  brick 
waU,.withoutBi{hopfgate, called  the yfrnlUry  Garden; 
(and  as  it  is  to  be  well  noted)  all  the  men  which 
come  thither  to  leame  this  art,  are  folemniy  fwome 
not  to  teach  any  forainer  or  alien  this  art,  nor  to  ferve 
any  foraine  prince  therewith,  without  the  leave  or 
commandment  of  the  king  of  England,  their  foverdgn 
lord." 

Lexicographers  of  a  more  modem  date  than  thofe 
already  cited,  have  been  led  to  explain  the  original 
words,  by  their  modem  acceptations.  Hence  we 
find,  in  G.  Graglia's  Italian  Diftionary,  the  following 
interpretation:  Artiglieriaj  artillery,  ordnance;  ^tig"^ 
Here  J  a  gunner ;  and  very  fimilar  to  this  is  the  in- 
terpretation given  by  F.  Bottarelli,  Arttgliirey  f.  m. 
a  mattrofs,  Artilleur. 

But  enough  of  derivations. 

In  purfuing  the  early  hiftory  of  mankind,  or  of  any 
nation  or  fodety,  the  recorder  of  their  annals  i% 
driven  into  many  devious  roads  and  defiles,  to  gather 
the  fragments  of  far  diftant  ages,  to  trace  the  obfcure 

veftiges 
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vefUges  of  priiliAe  fimpUcity,  and  to  preferve  from  the 
wafting  ruft  of  time  the  remnants  of  ancient  valour  j 
mountains  or  morafles  obftrudt  his  progrefs,  but  they 
ferve  to  ftimulate  his  perfeverance  j  he  marches  on, 
his  own  pioneer ;  and  having  at  length  afcended  the 
vantage  ground,  he  bears  down  upon  the  citadel,  and 
prefents  it,  as-  the  fruit  of  his  viSory,  to  the  calm 
poffeffion  of  his  reader;  happy,  thrice  happy,  if^ 
pati^it  candour  fhall  accord  to  him  one  verdant 
wreath. 

The  fearch  into  antiquities,  of  nations  or  of  arts, 
produces  an  attradive  fondnefs,  like  that  of  feeking 
for  the  birth  and  early  hiftory  of  a  parent ;  our  minds 
infenfibly  become  abforbed  in  an  afFeftion  mingled 
with  refpeftful  veneration  at  every  flep  that  we  diC- 
cover ;  and  we  cherifh  every  facility  in  our  progrefe 
with  proportionable  tendemefs,  as  we  regard  with 
horror  every  obftacle  that  impedes  it. 

The  firft  arms  or  weapons  ufed  by  mankind  were 
undoubtedly  thofe  with  which  nature  had  fumifhed 
diem ;  that  is,  their  hands,  nails,  and  teeth,  ai&fted 
by  ftoiles,  branches,  or  roots  of  trees,  andjhe  bones 
of  dead  animals  *.  As  fociety  advanced^  and  the 
human  mind  was  expanded  by  invention  and  dif- 
covery,  the  fcience,  or  rather  the  art  of  arms,  en- 
larged alfo,  and  fumifhed  the  means  of  defence  againfl: 
noxious  animals,  the  fervices  of  the  chafe,  and  man's 
early  and  unceafmg  conteft  with  man.  Weapons  of 
brafs,  and  afterwards  of  iron,  were  coeval  with  die 
difcovery  and  fefliioning  of  metals*.    But  it  is  re- 

^  Gtose  on  Armour,  51. 
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markable,  that  the  fubfeqtient  alterations  or  improve-* 
ments  in  the  fcience  of  aVms  furnifh  a  prominent 
evidence,  that  as  mankind  has  advanced  froni  the 
earlieft  age,  the  rdce  has  degenerated  from  its  priftine 
ftrength;  the  mafly  club,  the  lengthened  lance,  the  pon- 
derous fhield,  the  iron  cap,  the  mail  and  the  cuirafs, 
which  protected  vi^ithout  incumbering  the  adive  iinews 
of  the  warriors  of  Juda,  and  like  a  moving  mountain 
compared  the  clofe  phalanx  of  Macedon,  or  digni- 
j&ed  the  nations  who  crimfoned  the  tide  of  Scamander, 
were  rejected  by  the  legions  of  Rome,  and  loft  in  the 
Chriflian  aera :  the  fhining  but  lefs  cumbrous  armour, 
and  the  nodding  helm,  which,  with  the  aid  of  family 
devifes'  on  their  Ihields  *,  diftinguifhed  Godfrey,  and 
fired  his  valliant  followers  in  the  facred  caufe  of  the 
redemption  of  Paleftine,  handed  down  to  their  pof- 
terity  the  titles  of  valour,  and  the  name  of  martial 
honour;  and  from  that  period  to  the  I7th  century, 
gradually  declined  into  the  difufe  of  defenfive  arms, 
and  merged  at  length  into  the  fubtlety  of  the  firelock 
and  ordnance,  which  the  weakeft  arm  may  learn  to 
explode,  if  it  poffefs  an  appropriate  foul  to  dire£l  it 
with  fteadinefs  and  courage. 

It. is  thus  inftruftive  and  amufmg  to  compare  thefe 
changes  of  different  periods,  to  mark  the  decline 
of  time,  and  the  varying  meafures  which  have  hung 
upon  the  unnumbered  revolutions  of  the  hiftory  of 
man ;  and  perhaps  there  is  no  fcience  which  hiftory 
can  fo  amply  elucidate  than  that  of  arms,  which 
muft  ever  furnifh  one  of  the  moft  interefting  fources 

•  A.C.  1199,  Hen.  II.      - 
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of  reflefdon,  as  long  as  the  luft  of  power  and  the  thirft 
of  dominion  adhiate  one  branch  of  mankind,  and  the 
wretchednefs  of  fecret  envy,  malignant  revenge,  or 
unprincipled  depredation,  darken  the  charader  of  the 
other !  The  fatal  weapons  of  warfare,  or  of  oppref- 
fion,  will  ever  be  important  vehicles  in  their  grafp, 
will  be  cherifhed  as  acceptable  and  faithful  fervants, 
and  with  a  fort  of  fond  regard  will  be  ornamented  in 
their  mould,  and  gracefully  refined  for  pradical  ufe. 

Yet,  notwithflanding  this  harfh  view  of  the  human 
charafter,  the  fcience  of  arms  is  juflified  by  the 
ftrong  plea  of  neceffity ;  for-  while  an  enemy  devifes 
the  fevere  means  of  attack,  it  becomes  neceffary  to 
be  provided  with  the  means  of  fecure  defence ;  the 
union  of  all  mankind,  when  the  lion  fhall  lie  down 
with  the  Iamb,  and  a  little  child  fhall  lead  them,  can 
alone  introduce  the  fplendid  triumph  of  univerfal 
peace ;  when  the  fpear  fhall  be  converted  into  pruning 
hooks,  and  war  and  contefl,  difTenfion  and  revenge 
fhall  be  no  more. 

It  cannot  be  unacceptable  to  the  inquiring  reader  to 

accompany  me  in  thef^  refearches,  fo  as  to  acquire  a 

»  general  acquaintance  x^th  fome  of  the  weapons  of  of- 

,  fenfive  and  defenfiv4  warfare,  in  which,  as  a  foldier, 

he  cannot  fail  to  be  materially  and  ferioufly  mterefled, 

ARCHERY.      • 

The  crofs  bow  and  the  long  bow  are  of  very  ancient 
date  ;  the  former  feems  to  bear  the  palm  of  pre-emi- 
nence, and  is  faid  by  Verflegan  to  be  of  Saxon  origin, 
and  was  called  Balifta  or  Mamibalifta :  it  was  how- 

ever 
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ever  difcondnued  and  almod  forgotten  until,  at  the 
time  of  the  conqueft.  King  William  introduced  it  at 
the  battle  of  Haftings,  and  is  faid  to  have  owed  his 
vidory  chiefly  to  the  fkill  of  his  archers  *.  It  was 
afterwards  forbidden  by  the  2d  Latern  Council,  Anno 
1139,  4  Steph.  under  pain  of  anathema,  as  hateful 
to  God,  and  unfit  to  be  ufed  among  ChriiUans ;  in 
confequence  of  which  the  ufe  of  it  was  laid  afide 
during  .the  reigns  of  Stephen  and  Hemy  II.  but  re- 
vived in  France  by  Richard  L  who  was  himfelf  killed 
by  an  arrow,  difcharged  from  a  crofs  bow,  at  the 
fiege  of  the  caftle  of  Cbaluz :  and  it  appears,  by  a 
record  of  28  and  29  Hen.  III.  that  our  kings  had 
an  officer,  ftyled  Balufirartus  RegiSj  and  that  the 
manor  of  JVeftcourtj  at  Beddington,  in  Surrey, 
was  held  in  capite  of  the  crown,  by  the  fervice 
of  prefenting  annually  a  crofs  bow,  of  the  value 
of  twelve  {hillings  t ;  and  lands  in  the  parifh  of  Pan- 
eras,  in  Middlefex,  were  held  in  like  mannel*,  oq. 
findixg  thread  to  make  a  crofs  bow-ftring  for  the  king, 
as  often  as  he  pafTed  that  way  !•  According  to  Pere 
Daniely  crofs  bows  were  ufed  by  the  Englilh  at  the 
ifle  of  Rhee,  fo  lately  as  1627  H- 

The  Hon.  Daines  Barrington  derives  the  crofs  bow 
from  the  Norman  Arbalefl  §. 

The  drefs  and  defenfive  armour  of  the  crofs  bow- 
men were  much  the  fame  as  thbfe  worn  by  the  archers; 
and  the  bow  itfelf  (hot  darts,  called  quarreaux^  or 
quarrels,  which  were  folid  fquare  pyramids  of  iron, 

•  I  HoUingshed,  120.        t  Blount's  ^Ancient  Tenures.      J  Ibit', 
II  Grose  s  Antiq.  1 .  SO.    §  Archael.  7*  46. 
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and  were  alfo  fometlmes  trimmed  with  brais  inflead  of 
feathers.  , 

By  the  ftat.  of  Winton,  Edw.  I.  perfons  having 
from  408.  in  land  to  any  amount  lefs  than  100s.  might 
keep  a  fword,  bow  and  arrows,  and  a  dagger,  out  of 
the  foreft. 

The  fame  learned  antiquary  (Barrington)  is  of  opi- 
nion that  Edward  I.  introduced  the  Long  Bow  in  the 
crufades ;  and  as  it  differed  from  others  in  Europe,  it 
was  called  the  Englijh  Bow. 

The  infantry  confifted  of  archers,  crofs  bow-men, 
and  fuch  as  ufedl>ills,  morris  pikes,  or  halberts.  The 
Englifh  archers  were,  at  all  times,  confidered  as  at 
leaft  equal  to  any  in  the  world,  the  long  bow  having 
ever  been  a  £ivourite  weapon  with  them ;  and  fuch 
was  their  attachment  to  it,  that  it  kept  its  footing  in 
the  Englifh  army  long  after  the  introduftion  of  fire 
arms** 

The  Englifh  archers,  befides  their  bows  and  arrows, 
were  fometimes  armed  with  a  handle  five  feet  in 
length ;  their  defenfive  armour  was  a  head-piece,  with 
a  kind  of  loofe  garment  of  linen,  fluffed  with  wool, 
UQder  which  they  wore  a  fhirt  of  mail ;  and  to  pro- 
teft  them  from  the  horfe,  every  one  carried  a  flake 
or  two,  pointed  at  both  ends,  which  they  fixed  in  the 
ground  before  them,  the  point  floping  and  prefenting 
itfelf  to  the  horfes'  breafls.  In  fieges  they  were  di-i; 
reded  to  make  themfelves  large  fhields,  or  rather 
portable  mantlets,  which  covered  them  from,  head  ta 
foot,  called  Pavoys  or  Pavaces ;  thefe  were  held  be- 

•  Grose,  Ant,  1 .  SO. 
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fore  them^  by  one  of  their  comrades,  whilft  they  dit 
charged  their  arrows  at  the  enemy  on  the  walls  *. 

The  body  of  Englifli  afchers,  in  1327,  1  Edw.  III.' 
amomited  to  4O00,  and  20CX)  appeared  at  the  battle 
of  Cayent  in  1337 1- 

In  1355,  during  King  Edward's  war  againft  France, 
undertaken  with  the  exprefs  defign  of  annexing  that 
country  to  the  crown  of  England,  the  city  of  Lon- 
don provided  25  men  in  arms,  and  500  ajrchers,  all 
habited  in  the  fame  uniform ;  a  fplendid  prefent  to 
the  king,  which  he  received  withfmgiilar  falisfadtion  \* 

But  though  the  EngliOi  archers  had  juftly  acquired 
a  high  degree  of  reputation  over  all  Europe,  and  had 
contributed  greatly  to  the  brilliant  fiiccefles  of  their 
cduntry*s  arms  in  France  and  elfewhere,  yet  a  few 
years  peace  funk  their  manly,  martial,  and  elegant  - 
art  into  difufe,  e^cially  in  the  metropolis ;  where  it 
had  given  place  to  amufements,  fome  trivial,  fome 
ruinous,  fome  b^u'barous  and  inhuman,  Edward  en. 
deavoured  to  call  off  the  citizens  from  purfuits  fo  un- 
worthy, by  reftoring  the  praftice  of  archery,  an  ex- 
ercife  at  once  wholefome,  ufefiil,  and  unexpenfive. 
For  this  purpofe,  in  1363,  hie  addreffed  letters  to  the 
(heriffs  of  London,  enjoining,  "  Tl^at  in  places  in  the 
dty,  as  well  within  the  liberties  as  without,,  where 
they  fliould  fee  it  expedient,  public  proclamation  Ihould 
be  made,  that  every  one  of  the  faid  city,  ftrong  in 
body,  at  leifure  time  on  holidays,  ihould  ufe  in  their 
recreations  bows  and  arrows,  or  pellets,  or  bolts,  and 
learn  and  exercife  the  art  of  fboQting ,  forbidding  all 

•  Grose,  1. 30.  f  Froisart-- RjHicr.  J  Dr.  Huntv^Lgiulion^  p-  935. 
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and  fingular,  on  his  majefty's  behalf,  after  any  manner 
to  apply  themfelves  to  the  throwing  of  ftones,  wood, 
iron,  hand-ball,  foot-ball,  bandy-ball,  cambuch,  or 
cock-fighting,  nor  other  fuch-like  vain  plays,  which 
have  no  profit  in  them,  on  pain  of  imprifonment  •." 

In  both  the  battles  of  Poictiers,  A.  D.  1356,  and 
Agincourt,  A.  D.  1417,  the  archers  of  England  de- 
ftroyed  the  French  cavalry,  and  at  the  lattei*  they  are 
faid  to  have  drawn  arrows  a  yard  long.  Although 
great  guns  were  ufed  before  the  battle  of  Agincourt, 
yet  they  were  fo  unwieldy,  that  Henry  V.  afcribed 
that  viOiory  to  the  archers,  and  ordered  the  fheriflFs  of 
feveral  counties  to  pluck  from  every  goofe  fix  wing- 
feathers,  for  the  purpofe  qf  improving  arrows,  at  his 
coft :  but  the  French,  notsvithftanding  thefe  defeats, 
ftill  ufed  the  baliftarii,  or  crofs  bows. 
,  Edward  IV.  introduced  ordnance  along  with  archery 
in  his  war  with  Scotland;  and  in  1473,  an  aft  of 
parliament  was  paffed,  obliging  all  foreign  merchants 
to  bring  in  a  certain  number  of  bow-ftaves,  in  propor- 
tion to  the  quantity  of  their  other  goods  imported* 
Richard  III.  ufed  the  long  bow  at  the  battle  of 
Bofwof th  Field,  where  arrows  have  been  found  not 
many  years  fince.  The  long  bow.  having  acquired 
general  ufe,  Henry  VII.  forbade  the  ufe  of  the  crofs 
bow,  "  becaufe  the  long  bow  had  been  much  ufed  in 
this  realm,  whereby  honour  and  viftory  had  been 
gotten  againft  outward  enemies,  the  realm  greatly  de- 
fended, and  much  more  the  dread*  of  all  Chrillian 
princes,  by^jeafon  of  the  fame  !•"• 

.  •  Ars.  Sagit-UolT-IIunter's  London,  p.  237.      t  Rastell's  Stat.  19. 

Hen.  VU.  c.  4.^     ' 
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Arch^  nwis  very  much  promoted  by  Henry  VIII. 
vho  was  himfelf  a  good  archer,  and  gave  feveral  proofs 
of  it,  whkh  he  ufed  to  pra£tife  on  May  day  *.  He 
gave  the  firft  charter  to  the  Artillery  Company,  wjhich 
will  be  noticed  in  its  proper  place,  and  founded  ano- 
ther fociety  at  Mile-end,  called  the  Fraternity  of  St. 
George,  long  fince  difcontinUed ;  for  Henry  having 
reftrained  an  annual  cuftom  of  the  city, watch,  on  ac- 
count of  its  great  expenfe,  endeavoured  to  preferve 
the  manly  exercife  of  (hooting,  by  incorporating 
its  friends ;  to  whom  he  gave  the  power  of  {hooting 
at  all  manner  of  marks,  as  well  in  the  city  as  suburbs, 
with  long  bows,  crofsbows,  and  hand  gonnes,  under 
fome  limitations  and  provifions. 

The 'chief  of  thefe  arcners  of  St.  George  was  called 
prince  Arthur,  and  the  reft  of  the  members,  his 
knights  ;  and  the  king  frequently  honoured  them  with 
bis  prefence  at  thar  exercifes  at  Mile-end  f. 

The  xefpeft  paid  to  this  elegant  and  effedive 
branch  of  the  art  of  arms  was  recognized  by  Eliza- 
beth in  the  ftatute  13  Eliz.  c.  14,  which  recites  that 
of  12  Edw.  IV.  and  adds,  that  "  whereas  the  ufe  of 
archery  not  only  hath  ever  been,  but  alfo  yet  is,  by 
God's  efpecial  gift  to  the  Englifli  nation,  a  Angular 
defence  of  the  realm,'*  and  therefore  reenadts  and 
ftrengthens  the  provifions  of  the  former  aft. 

Edward  VI.  pracUfed  the  ufe  of  the  bow,  as  ap- 
pears by  his  manufcript  journal  preferved  in  the  Britifli 
Mufeum. 

*  HoU'mphead,  3.  806.  A.  D.  1510.    t  Chamberkui*s  London,  19^3. 
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Prince  Henry,  the  fon  of  James  I.  at  eight  years  of 
age^  learned  the  pradice  of  archery  and  fire  arms  to* 
gether.  Charles  I.  iffued  two  proclamations  for  the 
promotion  of  archery,  the  laft  of  which  recommended 
the  ufe  of  the  bow  and  pike ;  and  the  Artillery  Com- 
pany praftifed  the  ufe  of  the  pike  accordingly*.  And 
a  precept  was  iffued  by  the  earl  of  Eflex,  Nov.  1, 
1643,  to  ftir  up  the  benevolence  of  well  affeded  peo- 
ple towards  raifmg  a  company  of  archers  for  the 
fervice  of  the  king  and  parliament,  which  was  direded 
to  Thomas  Taylor,  citizen  of  London,  who  was 
thereby  authorized  to  raife  the  company. 

Archery  feems  to  have  continued  to  decline  till  the 
time  of  the  Reftoration,  when  it  gave  place  to  the 
perfeftioh  of  fire  arms,  and  th^  alert  dexterity  with 
which  they  have  been  praflifed  by  the  Britifh  forces  ; 
notwithftanding  which  it  will  appear,  in  the  fubfe- 
quent  pages  of  this  hiftory,  how  far  the  houfe  of 
Stuart  afforded  their  encouragement  to  its  continu* 
ance  when  they  became  patrons  and  members  of  the 
Artillery  Company.  It  was  encouraged  and  prac- 
tifed  during  the  reign  of  King  William  by  fome,  and 
particularly  by  a  Sir  William  Wood,  a  very  zealous 
member  of  the  ancient  fraternity,  who  died  in  1691, 
in  the  82d  year  of  his  age,  and  was  buried  in  Clerk*  . 
enwell  church,  and  his  pifture  has  been  feen  at  the 
Blue  Anchor  public-houfe,  next  the  weft  gate  of  the 
Artillery  Ground.  And,  in  1696,  Mrs.  Elizabeth 
Shakerly  bequeathed  S5l.  for  prizes  to  the  fame 
Company. 

*  BtockweUs Hist. 
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So  lately  as  the  reign  of  Queen  Anne^  General 
Oglethorpe  -and  others  praflifed  archery  in  the  nagh- 
bourhood  of  London,  and  in  1753  targets  were 
ereSed  in  the  Finfbury  fields  during  the  Eafter  and 
Whitfun  weeks,  when  the  beft  fhooter  was  named 
captain  for  the  enfuingyear,  and  the  next  beft,  lieute- 
nant. Mr.  Benjamin  Poole  and  Mr.  Philip  Confta- 
ble  frequently  obtained  thofe  titles,  who  were  living 
in  1783*- 

The  Toxophelite  Society,  which  of  late  years  was 
afibciated  with  the  Artillery  Company,  contributed  to 
prevent  this  elegant  exercife  from  being  entirely  loft, 
and  alfo  to  keep  alive  the  remembrance  of  the  an- 
cient eftablifhmerit  of  this  fociety.  . 

INFANTRY. 

In  the  earlier  periods  of  the  Britilh  monarchy,  the 
infantry,  not  being  archers,  were  held  in  the  iowdtt: 
eftimation ;  they  were  generally  compofed  of  the  pea- 
lantry,  fervants,  or  the  loweft  order  of  the  common 
people  :  their  defenfive  arms  were  open  helmets,  call- 
ed bacinets^  perhaps  from  their  refemblance  to 
bafons;  a  ihort  linen  or  leathern  doublet,  ftufFed  with 
wool  or  cotton,  called  a  boqueton^  or  acqudon ;  and 
fometimes  they  carried  a  roundel  or  target :  their  of- 
fenfive  arms  confifted  of  a  fword,  a  dagger,  halbert, 
gifarmes  or  pikes,  black-bill,  morris  pike  or  two 
handed  fword,  and  occafionally,  in  common  with  the 
archers,  a  leaden  mallet.     Thefe    arms  were  ufed 

•  7  Archael.  46. 
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at  tlie  battle  of  Flodden  Field,  as  appears  by  the 
following  ftanza  of  the  old  poem  defcribing  that 
engagement : 

Then  on  the  English  part  with  speed 
The  bills  stept  forth;  and  bows  went  back; 

The  moorish  pikes»  and  malls  of  lead* 
Did  deal  there  many  a  dreadful  thwack*. 

The  light  inffentry  of  modem  days  refemble  in 
many  refpefts  the  Roman  order  of  Velites^  a  band  of 
young  foldiers  lightly  armed — h  volando^  from  their 
fwiftnefs  and  expedition :  they  feem  not  to  have  been 
divided  into  diftinft  bodies  or  companies,  but  to  have 
hovered  in  loofe  order  before  the  armyf.  But  after- 
wards, when  the  Sacii^  or  foldiers  of  confederate 
nations,  were  admitted  into  the  Roman  legions,  this 
order  of  Velites  was  difcontinued,  and  fome  of  the 
youngeft*  foldiers  were  chofen  out  upon  occafion  to 
fldrmifh  before  the  main  body  ;  hence  we  find  among 
the  light  forces  of  the  emperors,  the  Sagittarii  and 
Fundatores^  archers  and  (lingers,  who  never  confti- 
tuted  any  part  of  the  proper  Velites.  They  were  fur- 
niihed  with  a  fword,  which  they  ufually  wore  on  their 
right  fide,  though  frequently  reprefented  otherwife  in 
ftatuesj. 

The  foldiers  of  the  Roman  government  and  of  moft 
other  nations  always  commenced  an  encounter  by  a 
fliout.  Polyaenus  honours  Pan  with  the  invention  of 
this  device,  when  he  was  lieutenant-general  to  Bac- 
chus in  his  expedition  into  India :  their  difmal  and 

*  Grose*s  Anticj.  1,  30,       t  Kennet's  Antiq.  185-     X  ^^id- 
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furprifing  clamoor  produced  a  terror  in  the  enemyy 
\^hich  has  been  tranfmitted  to  pofterity  as  the  origia 
of  the  panic  fear;  but  the  Romans  added  to  this 
fiiout  a  general  claiBi  of  their  arms  together  with 
great  violence,  which  greatly  enhanced  the  terroi"  of 
their  onfet.   ^ 

One  great  encouragement  which  they  received 
was  the  harangue  of  their  leader :  he  was  elevated 
upon  a  maitial  throne  erefted  with  tuif,  furrounded 
and  fupported  with  fafces,  enfigns,  and  other  military 
trophies;  from  this  fplendid  feat  he  addreffed  his 
fellow  foldiers,  reminding  them  of  their  own  forma: 
achievements^  and  the  celebrated  valour  of  their  ve^ 
neraWe  anceftors ;  affured  them  of  their  ftrength,  and 
explained  the  order  and  force  of  their  enemy ;  raifmg 
their  hopes  by  the  profpe£k  of.  the  glorious  rewards 
of  honour  and  vidiory,  and  diffipating  their  fears  by 
the  favouring  protediion  of  their  gods  *• 

The  effefts  of  eloquence*,  in  no  cafe  in  which  men 
may  be  engaged,  can  be  found  fo  neceCary  as  in  that 
of  the  eve  of  a  battle ;  the  doubts  of  fome,  aiid  the 
dangerous  hazard  of  the  poft  of  others,  require  the 
encouragement  of  the  commander,  his  nervous  ex- 
ample, and  his  moft  florid  excitement  to  aflion:  it 
formed  an  indifpenfable  part  of  the  ancient  difcipline, 
and  its  confequent  fucceflbs  maintain  the  evidence  of 
its  utility ;  neverthelefs  it  has  long  (ince  been  difcon- 
tinued,  although  the  armies  of  modern  times  may  at 
cribe  to  the  want  of  it  fome  murmurs  which  it 
would  have  ftifled ;  fome  ralh  onfet,  or  fome  forlorn 

*  Kcnnet,  fi03. 

hope. 
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liope^  which  it  might  have  prevented,  or  fome  di£- 
ord^  'in  the  field,  which  its  influence  would  have 
cithar  fuperfeded  or  corre^ed. 

In  a  compad  and  united  afTodation  like  that  of  the 
Artillery  Company,  the  effeft  erf  this  fpedes  of  elo- 
quence might  be  praftifed  as  a  part  of  the  officers' 
duty;  and  while  it  might  ferve  to  explain  to  the 
battalion  the  ufe  and  eflFeO:  of  every  evolution  which 
they  perform,  would  at  the  lame  time  excite  and 
encourage  their  emulation  in  the  fervice;  diffufe,  in 
the  mod  interefting  manner,  the  theory  of  ta£Ucs,  and 
perfeft  the  officers  themfelves  in  one  of  the  firft  ac- 
compliftiments  of  the  gentleman.  ^ 

All' who  defire  to  cultivate  a  glowing  emulation  for 
the  patriotic  fervice  of  their  coimtry,  will  reap  a  rich 
and  copious  harveft.by  fearching  the  pages  of  Gre- 
cian and  Roman  hiftory  in  conjunftion  with  the  bio- 
graphical annals  of  Plutarch;  where  the  fplendid 
triumphs  and  the  inftrumehts  of  reward  are  detailed 
as  the  gifts  of  a  grateful  people  for  the  higheft  ex- 
ploits of  patriotifm  and  valour :  the  enthufiafm  of 
heathen  idolatry  fometimes  extended  their  praifes  to 
imaginary  deification,  and  the  uninftrufted  greatnefs 
of  the  conqueror  of  his  fellow  mortals  yielded  to  the 
puerile  vanity  of  receiving  the  homage  of  a  god  ; 
but  the  more  rational  illumination  of  the  fubfequent 
redemption  has, taught  the  finite  judgment  of  pien 
that  temporal  inveftitures  only  form  the  boundaries 
of  human  praife ! 
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ORDNANCE    AND    FIRE-ARMS. 

Edward  III.  was  the  firft  who  placed  in  front  of 
his  army  fome  pieces  of  artillery,  at  the  battle  oF 
Crefly,  Auguft  25,  1346;  thefe  were  the  firft  that* 
had  yet  been  made  ufe  of  on  any  remarkable  occa- 
fion  in  Europe :  this  artillery  was  fo  clumfy  and  of 
fuch  difficult  management  that  men  were  not  imme- 
diately fenfible  of  their  ufe  and  efficacy,  and  the  im- 
provements have  been  confequently  very  flow,  and  are 
even  ftill  proceeding.  The  invention  was  known  at 
that  time  in  France  as  well  as  in  England  :  "  This/* 
fays  Mr.  Hume,  "  is  the  epoch  of  one  of  the  mo& 
lingular  difcoveries  that  has  been  made  toiong  men ; 
a  difcovery  which  changed  by  degrees  the  whole  art  , 
of  war,  and  by  confequence  many  circumftances  in 
the  political  government  of  Europe.  It  has  in  the 
iffue  rendered  battles  lefs  bloody  and  has  given 
greater  ftability  to  civil  focieties  :  nations  by  its  means 
have  been  brought  more  to  a  level;  conquefts  have  . 
become  lefs  frequent  and  rapid ;  fuccefs  in  war  has 
been  reduced  nearly  to  be  a  niatter  of  calculation ; 
and  any  nation  overmatched  by  its  enemies  either  . 
yields  to  their  demands  or  fecures  itfelf  by  alliances 
againft  their  violence  and.invafion*." 

The  firft  guns  fired  in  hand  were  called  hand 
cannons,  cbulouverines,  and  hand-guns.  The  hand-gun 
ufed  in  England  was  a  fhort  piece,  limited  by  the 
ftatute  SSHen.  VIII. 'to  one  yard  in  length,  and  the 
haquebutt  was  only  three  quarters  of  a  yard.     There 

•  Vul.  li.  p.  4S2. 

were 
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were  always  m  ufe  a  great  variety  of  other  arms,  but 
it  would  lead  me  too  far  from  the  objefl:  of  this 
work  to  notice  any  others  than  thofe  in  ufe  amongft 

US'^. 

Bayonets  feem  to  have  been  firft  made  at  Bayonne, 
from  which  they  take  their  name;  they  were  in- 
troduced into  France  about  the  year  1671,  by  a 
regiment  of  fufileers  raifed  that  year,  and  fince 
called  the  Royal  Regiment  of  Artillery ;  but  though 
the  abfolute  adoption  of  it  is  fo  recent,  the  idea  of 
it  had  long  before  occurred  to.feveral  officers,  who 
had  occafionally  made  ufe  of  it ;  amongft  whom  was 
Monf.  de  Puifegar  when  he  commanded  in  Flan- 
ders f. 

Bariflfe,in  hi§  Military  Difcipline,  or  Young  Artillery- 
man, mentions  it  as  a  contrivance  for  the  pfoteftion 
of  the  mufketeer  when  he  had  poured  forth  all  his 
fliot.         . 

It  is  firft  noticed  under  the  denomination  of  a 
dagger  by  Englifh  writers  aix)ut  the  year  1686;  it 
was  then  confined  to  the  grenadiers  only,  and  con- 
tinued in  their  hands  till  1690,  when  in  a  treatife 
publilhed  by  authority  it  is  called  a  bayonet. 

In  one  of  the  campaigns  of  William  III.  in  Flanders, 
fays  Capt.  Grofe,  there  were  three  French  regiments 
whofe  bayonets  were  made  to  fix  after  the  prefent 
faftiion ;  a  contrivance  then  unknown  in  the  Britifh 
army ;  one  of  them  advanced  againft  the  twenty-fifth 
regiment  with  fixed  bayonets;  Lieutenant  Colonel  Max- 
well, who  commanded  it,  ordered  his  men  to  fcrew  their 

•  Grose,'^6l.  t  Grose  on  Armour,  1 13. 
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bayonets  into  their  muzzles  to  receive  them;  but  to 
his  great  furprife,  when  they  came  within  a  proper 
diftance,  the  French  threw  in  a  heavy  fire,  which 
for  a  moment  daggered  his  people,  who  by,  no 
means  expefted  fuch  a  greeting,  not  conceiving  how, 
it  was  poffible  to  fire  with  fiixed  bayonets;  they 
neverthelefs  recovered  themfelves,  charged,  and  drove 
the  enemy  out  of  the  line. — Captain  Grofe  adds, 

*'  At  what  time  the  mode  of  fixing  the  bayonet,  fo  as 
not  to  prevent  loading  and  firing  alfo  was  adopted 
in  England,  I.  have  not  been  able  to  difcover,  but 
believe  it  was  not  at  firfl:  done  iquite  in  the  prefent 
form.  The  late  Rev.  Wifliam  Gofling,  of  Canterbury, 
a  man  very  curious  refpediing  military  matters,  told 
me  he  had  feen  two  horfe  grenadiers  riding  beforp 
Queen  Ann's  coach  with  fixed  bayonets ;  that  thefe 
bayonets  were  of  the  dagger  kind,  having  handles 
originally  intended  for  fcrewing  into  the  muzzles  of 
the  pieces,  which  handles  then  had  two  rings,  fixed 
to  them  for  the  admiffion  of  the  barrel  of  the  piece. 
In  a  book  of  exercife  for  the  horfe  dragoons  and 
foot,  printed  1728  by  authority,  the  bayonet  of  the 
prefent  fefliion  is  defcribed," 

The  introdufKon  of  the  bayonet  produced  the 
difmiflion  of  the  pike,  which  with  the  exchange  of  the 
match-lock  for  the  fnaphance,  the  original  name  of 
the  prefent  lock  of  the  mufket,  took  place  about 
the  third  or  fourth  year  of  the  reign  of  King  Wil- 
liam in. ;  and  this  exchange  feems  not  to  have  been 
made  a]l  at  once,  but  by  degrees,  wherefore  an  exaft 
period  for  that  alteration  cannot  be  afcertainsd.  The 
left  hand  fupporter  of  the  Company's  anns  reprefents 

a  man 
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a  nun  zrmcd  in  the  manner  of  that  period,  vidi  bis 
aai:,ch'!v  k,  and  a  reft  en  the  hook  of  which  he  placed 
k  "^^J^  ^^  Bred,  with  a  row  of  bandelicfs  affixed 
i^^  \^\  belt  wi/ich  contained  cartridges:  the  inccm- 
Y^J::.ce  of  kll  this  apparatus  is  too  obvious  to  no- 

DrFEKSIVE    ARMOUR. 

ts  s  *e  L':;'irjun2  of  the  reign  of  King  WlUiam  IIL 
t  v./iiita:.  lin^  the  aft  of  13  Car.  11.  c  3.  for  efta- 
t^::-!'-'-'  ti.e  nu-itia,  defenfive  armour  was  fo  much 
L.  i  aT.dje,  that  a  petition  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe 
cf  Commons,  as  appears  by  their  Journals,  an.  1690, 
Iv  t;*'^  workmen  armourers  of  London,  dating  that^ 
a^^^j'h  by  tlie  2ilt  fedion  of  the  above  ftatute  it 
Wis  provided  tl;at,  at  every  mufter  and  exercife  of 
r-III*Ja,  every  horfcman  (hould  bring  with  him  a  back, 
tr^afi^  and  pot,  pistol  proof;  and  every  pikeman  a 
back,  breafl,  and  headpiece ;  yet,  for  want  of  due 
taascution  of  this  lav/,  thv^ir  trade  was  "  Uke  to  be  utterly 
kfi'*'  and  therefore  prayed  the  confideration  of  the 
ic uie,  for  re^-iving  and  encouraging  the  art  of  making 
armour.  Tlis  petition  was  referred  to  a  committee 
to  prepare  a  bill  for  the  better  rcguladng  and  making 
the  militia  more  ufefiil. 

The  acl  fr-::^s  all  the  rcquifitcs  for  a  foldier  of 
that  period  in  rtrfov^cl  :j  hij  zLniis  and  ammimition; 
and  that  a  pll^enuii  ili/u'J  S.*  arm? J  with  a  pike  made 
of  afln  not  lefs  <iy^\  C.c. . -i  ijet  in  length,  \^ith  a  back, 
breaft,  heaJpi^c?,  ana  f'.vord.  ITie  pikes  here  men- 
tbned  were  fir:t  introdiucJ  by  the  Switzers  into 
France,  bar  are  not  notic-i  in  tlic  Frencli   hiftory, 

earlier 
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earlier  than  the  reign  of  Louis  the  eleventh :  it  is  a 
very  ancient  weapon,  much  refembling  the  Sariffa  of 
the  Macedonians,  but  not  quite  fo  long.  It  was  in 
ufe  in  Scotland  fo  early  as  an.  1 165,  as  appears  by  an 
ancient  ftatute  of  King  William  of  Scotland ;  it  is 
mentioned  by  Fleta,  who  wrote  in  the  time  of 
Edward  III.  an.  1330,  under  the  name  of  SiJarmeSy 
firom  Gifarmcy  from  the  Geejum  of  the  Gauls  j  and  is 
alfo  mentioned  in  the  ftatute  of  PTineiefier  as  ufed  by 
the  common  people ;  and  was  of  fervice  in  the  battle 
of  Floddenfield  as  heretofore  mentioned. 

The  price  of  a  pike,  in  1631,  waS  fettled  by  a 
council  of  war,  7  Car.  II.  at  four  fhillings  and  fix- 
pence.  About  the  year  1662  moft  of  the  defenfive 
armour  then  in  ufe  was  returned  into  the  Tower,  by 
the  different  corps  of  the  army,  and  has  never  fince 
been  called  for,  except  fome  cuiraffes,  and  plain 
iron  fcull-caps  like  bafons,  both  occafionally  ufed  by 
the  heavy  cavalry  j  fcull-caps  were  likewife,  till  lately^ 
worn  by  the  dragoons :  of  the  cuirals  frequently  the 
breaftpiece  only  was  put  on,  the  backpieces  having 
been  deemed  more  cumbrous  than  ufeful,  parti- 
cularly as  the  backs  of  the  Britifh  troops  are  rarely 
expofed  to  an  enemy.  Cuiraffes  are  ftill  to  be  found 
in  moft  of  the  European  armies;  thofe  of  this 
kingdom  muft  in  friture  be  fupplied  from  the  old 
ftores,  the  profeffion  of  an  armourer  being  now  to-\ 
tally  extmft.  The  father  of  Mr.  Cooper,  of  the 
armoury  in  the  Tower,  wjfts  the  laft  perfon  regularly 
bred  to  that  art*. 

f  Grpse  on  Ahnour,  111. 
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The  Helmet  now  worn  by  all  the  members  of 
the  Company  is  fimilar  to  the  galea  or  galerus  of  the 
Romans;  which  was  a  light  cafque  generally  made 
of  the  fldij  of  fome  wild  beaft, 

Fulvosque  liipi  de  pella  galleros.  Vi  s . 

furmounted  by  a  a-ijia  or  creft,  which  the  foldiers 
took  great  pride  in  adorning :  in  the  time  of  Polybius 
thefe  were  ornamented  with  a  plume  of  feathers,  dyed 
of  various  colours, 

Cujus  Olorinse  surguDt  de  vertice  pennxi  JEa*  10. 

and  he  defcribes  the  creft  of  Mezentius  as  made  of 
a  horfe's  mane. 


•  crlstaque  hirsutus  equina.  iBn.  7-  * 


The  helmet  of  the  Saxons  in  the  eighth  century 
was  a  cap  of  leather  with  the  fur  turned  outwards ; 
but  perfons  of  rank  wore  a  helmet  of  metal  gilt, 
whofe  colour  was  yellow  !•  Yet  they  frequently 
appeared  bareheaded,  except  the  king  J. 

The  helmets  of  the  twelfth  century,  which  the 
Normans  adopted  and  improved  from  the  Saxons, 
were  of  various  fliapes ;  flat,  cylindrical,  and  nafal, 
having  a  bar  falling  over  the  nofe  to  proted  it,  as  may 
be  feen  on  &e  monuments  in  the  Temple  church  §• 

The  hat  or  cap  was  not  adopted  till  the  ninth 
century. 

•  Kennet.         t  Strut,  1.  35.         J  Ibid.  59.         §  ftid.  lis, 
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CHAPTER  III. 

Mftory  of  the  Artillery  Company^  from  the  Conqueft  to 
the  Demife  of  James  /• 

L/OMPANIES  in  general  are  conftituted  by  a  charter, 
vefting  €xclufive  privileges  in  its^  members,  not  unfre- 
quently  detrimental  to  others.  The  Artillery  Com- 
pany juftly  claims  the  merit  of  the  reverie,  for  though 
it  enjoys  the  honourable  privilege  peculiar  to  itfelf  of 
praftifing  arms,  and  affembling  in  array,  by  virtue  of 
a  licenfe  and  authority  under  the  fign  manual  of  the 
crown,  yet  it  is  open  to  receive  all  perfons  who  bear 
the  qualifications  of  attachment  to  the  conftitution  of 
the  country,  and  who  aver  their  defire  to  aid  the  civil  , 
inagiftracy  of  the  metropolis,  in  prderving  and 
maintaining  its  general  tranquillity  ;  and  thus  it  offers 
voluntary  prote&ion  to  all  others,  and  maintains  its 
own  important  dignity,  in  the  integrity  of  its  motives 
and  the  patriotifm  of  its  exertions. 

The  Company  has  ever  fupported  its  independence, 
by  forming  its  own  rules  for  its  government ;  by  de- 
fraying its  own  expenfes  of  clothing,  arms,  and  ammu- 
nition, and  by  eleding  its  own  oflSicers.  Thefe  prin- 
ciples are  not  only  founded  in  juftice  and  liberality, 
but  may  be  faid,  particularly  the  latter,  to  be  derived 
from  examples  of  the  mod  remote  antiquity ;  for  it 
j>  2  appears^ 
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appears,'  by  the  laws  of  King  Edward  the  Confeflbr^ 
that  in  the  time  of  our  Saxon  anceftors  the  miKtary 
force  of  this  kingdom  was  vefted  in  the  dukes  or  here- 
tochs,  who  were  conftituted  over  every  province  and 
county ;  and  taken  out  of  the  prmcipal  nobility,  and 
fuch  as  were  moft  remarkable  for  being  **  wife,  faith- 
ful, and  of  good  courage."  Their  duty  was  to  lead 
and  ta  regulate  the  Englifh  armies,  with  a  very  uim 
limited  power,  **  prout  eis  vifum  fuerit^  ad  bonerem 
corona  et  ultilitatetn  regni ;"  and  becaufe  of  this  great 
power,  they  were  elefl:ed  by  the  people  in  their  fiill 
aflfembly  or  folkmote,  m  the  fame  manner  as  ftieriffs 
were  elefted,  following  ftill  that  old  fundamental 
maxim  of  the  Saxon  conftitution,  that  where  any 
officer  was  entrufted  with  fuch  power,  as,  if  abufed, 
might  tend  to  the  oppreflion  of  the  people,  that  power 
was  delegated  to  him  by  the  people  themfelves  *. 

Thus  too,  among  the  ancient  Germans,  the  anceC- 
tors  of  our  Saxon  forefathers,  they  had  their  dukes  as 
well  as  kings,  with .  an  independent  power  over  the 
military,  as  .the  kings  had  over  the  civil  ftate ;  the 
dukes  were  elective,  the  kings  hereditary  \^ 

Every  man  therefore  in  whom  the  choice  of  his 
comrades  might  fall,  could  not  but  refledl  on  the 
high  and  independent  hoiiour  conferred  upon  him  by 
this  ancient  right,  upon  the  importance  of  receiving 
at  their  hands  the  delegated  difpofition  of  their  lives,, 
•  in  the  moment  of  dangerous  fervice,  and  the  peculiar 
duty  refting  upon  him  to  become  qualified  to  ac* 


•  L.  L.  Edw.  Conf.  de  Heretocliiis.— Bcde  Eccl.  Hist.  L^  c,  10. 
i:  See  Tacitus,  7-— Casar  de  Bd.  GaL  1.  6.  c.  22. 
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quit  himfelf  of  a  (bdon  at  once  fo  honourable  and  fo 
arduous. 

iUthough  the  military  government  of  the  city  of 
London  is  of  too  remote  antiquity  to  be  afcertained 
with  very  critical  precifion  «^t  this  diftant  period,  yet 
we  learn  from  the  Saxon  Chronicles,  that  the  London 
auxiliaries,  *from  whom  in  fubfequcnt  periods  the 
Artillery  Company  took  their  rife,  having  joined  Alfred, 
marched  to  diflodge  the  Danes  from  their  poflfeilion  of 
the  town  of  Hertford.  Hence  it  is  extremely  proba- 
ble, that  if  a  military  government  was  not  firfl:  fetded 
in  London  by  that  great  prince,  yet  that  it  was  reefta- 
bli&ed  by  Mm,  after  its  redu£lion  out  of  the  hands 
of  the  Danes,  in  the  year  883  *• 

In  the  time  of  William  IL  London  was  infefted 
with  robbers  of  every  defcription,  who  came  forth  in 
die  evenings  in  gangs,  and  committed  violent  depre- 
dadons ;  to  proteft  both  life  and  property  againft  thefe 
ruffians,  many  of  the  better  fort  of  citizras  voluntarily 
afTodated  themfelves  for  the  prefervation  of  peace  and 
good  order,  and  the  fupport  of  the  civil  power.  The 
great  fimilarity  between  that  Affociarion  and  the  Com- 
pany, to  whofe  hiftory  the  reader^s  attention  is  folicit- 
ed,  is  too  obvious  to  require  the  alfertion  of  its«  remote 
andquity. 

Since  that  period  the  cidzens  feem  to  have  preferved 
a  condnual  pradiceof  arms,  and  fignalized  themfelves 
in  many  dangerous  enterprifes  in  fupport,  tiot  only 
of  their  own  lives  and  fortune,  but  alfo  of  the  com- 
mon caufe^ 

•  2  Maitl.  1206. 

x>  3  In 
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In  King  Stephen's  wars  they  muftered  20,000  horfe 
and  60,000  foot  •. 

In  the  S7th  year  of  the  reign  of  Henry  m.  anno 
125S,  nightly  guards  and  marching  watches  were  in« 
ftituted  in  London,  with  a  grand  cavalcade  on  parti- 
cular nights,  confiding  of  feveral  military  officers^ 
lancers,  and  gunners  with  hand  guns,  in  coats  of 
white  fuftian,  figned  on  the  bread  and  back  with 
the  arms  of  the  city  ;  and  pike-men  f. 

Thefe  appear  to  have  been  regarded  with  great  at« 
tention,  and  to  have  undergone  much  improvement^ 
before  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII. 

But  the  ufe  of  archery  having  been  much  difcon* 
tinned.  King  Edward  III.  in  the  year  1365,  fent  a 
letter  to  the  fherifis  of  London,  recommending  to 
them  to  revive  the  pr^£tice,  and  commanding  that 
^^  in  places  as  well  within  the  liberties  as  without,  they 
fliould  caufe  jn^oclamation  to  be  made,  that  every  onie 
of  the  faid  city,  ftrong  in  body,  at  leifTu-e  times  or 
holidays,  ufe  in  their  recreation  bo\.'':  and  arrows, 
or  pelets  or  bolts,  and  learn  and  exercife  the  art  of 
ihooting,  &c.  X* 

The  pradice  of  archery  was  thus  recovered  from 
its  decline,  and  continued  for  many  years  to  form  a 
part,  not  only  of  the  elegant  paftime  of  the  gentler- 
man,  but  alfo  of  the  national  defence;  for  at  the 
clofe  of  the  reigii  of  Henry  VII.  anno  1497,  it 
had  acquired  fo  high  an  eftimation  in  the  metropo- 
lis, that  all  the  gardens  which  had  continued  (fays 
Hollingflied,  vol.  iii.  785)  time  out  of  mind,  without 

•  Stowe.  t  ^bid.  J  Chambeilain. 
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Moorgate,  were  defboyed,  a&d  of  them  was  made  a 
plaine  field  for  archers  to  fhoot  in.''  Stowe  aiid 
Chamberlain  corroborate  this  drcumftance,  and  fpeak 
of  tliem  as  the  gardens  and  orchards  about  ChifwelK 
ftreet  and  Finfbury. 

This  meafure  arofe  from  the  alarm  which  had 
fpread  throughout  the  country,  and  particularly  in  . 
the  metropolis,  from  a  revolt  which  had  recently 
broke  out  in  Comwail,  and  threatened  London  with 
an  immediate  and  ferious  attack :  the  danger  fuggeft^ 
ed  the  pmpnety  of  eftabUihuig  a  more  regular  body 
of  defence  for  the  city ;  and  of  appropriating  fomQ 
beautiful  gardens  in  the  manor  of  Finfbury,  to  thfk 
north  of  ChifwelUfbeet,  for  a  walled  enclofure  for  the 
dty  archers  and  trained  bands,  which  was  then  de* 
nominated  the  Artillery  Ground  *• 

The  name  of  the  manor  of  Finfbury  has  had  various 
derivatidns,  but  what  may  feem-  mofl  probable  to 
have  been  correct,  corresponds  with  the  account 
which  the  viiters  on  that  part  of  the  metropolis  are 
agreed  in;  that  the  land  there  being  fenny  and 
fwampy,  had  a  running  water  paffing  through  it  to 
the  city,  and  that  therefore  Fin  is  a  corruption  of 
Fenfiury^  agreeing  with  Moor  or  Mere  land,  which 
was  granted  by  William  the  Conqueror  to  the  church 
of  St,  Martin'sJe-Grand  f. 

Henry  VIIL  who  had  from  early  life  pra£tifed 
the  ufe  of  all  the  manly  and  athletic  exercifes, 
particularly  that  of  the  bow,  found,  upon  his  accef- 
fion  in  1509,  the  citizens  of  London  well  difpofed 

*  Stowe.— Maithnd—^Hunter,  p.  6,  318. 
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towards  the  encouragement  and  difclpline  of  one  of 
his  favourite  purfuits ;  and,  as  its  ufe  was  of  far  more 
importance  to  his  government  than  to  his  amufement, 
he  gave  them  every  lan£tion  which  could  be  derived 
from  his  prefence  and  pra£tice. 

They  extended  their  exercifes  over  the  fields  near 
Iflington,  Hoxton,  and  Shoreditch,  and  were  ac- 
cuftomed  to  fix  butts  and  targets  there  to  fhoot  at ; 
but  as  the  inhabitants  of  thofe  villages  increafed  in  num* 
ber,  they  epclofed  their  grounds,  which  had  been  com- 
mon field,  and  thereby  prevented  the  pra£Hce  of  ar« 
chery;  this  produced  a  ferious  conteft,  amounting, 
according  to  Grafton's  Chron«  to  an  infurreddon,  in 
5  Henry  VIII.  anno  1514,  in  which  the  citizens 
praftifing  archery,  tenacious  of  what  they  had  long 
enjoyed  as  a  right,  aflembled  and  deftroyed  all  the 
fences  *.  ' 

It  was  natural  to  fuppofe  that  Henry  would  not  over- 
look a  paffion  among  his  citizens  of  London,  which 
he  might  be  enabled  to  convert  to  very  ufefiil  pur- 
pofes ;  he  therefore,  in  the  28th  year  of  his  reign, 
anno  1537,  when  he  had  feen  them  matured  in  the 
praftice,  and  well  difciplined  in  the  fervicc,  granted 
them  the  following  patent  of  incorporation; 

"Henry  the  Eighty  by  the  Grace  of  God>  King  of  Englond  and 
of  France,  defendour  of  the  fayth,  Lordeof  Irelond,  and  in  Erthe 
Supreme  Hede  of  the  Churche  of  Englond^  Tp  all  Judges,  Jufticcs, 
Mayres,  Sheryffya,  BaylyfiyS)  Coundables,  and  other  our  0£Fycers, 
Mynyfters,  and  Subgyettys,  as  well  wythyn  the  Lybertyes  as  wyth- 
out  thy esoure  Letters  hcrying  or  feyng,  gretyng^  We  let  yowe  yytc. 
That  of  our  grace  cfpccyall,  certeyn  feyence  and  mere  motyon»  We 
}iave  graunted  and  h'cenfed,  and  by  thyes  prefcntys  doo  grauntc  and 
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licetice  for  us  aild  our  heyres^  as  moche  as  yn  us  js,  unto  our  trufif 
and  wdbdoYcd  fervauntys  and  fubyettys,  SirCryftofer  Morrei^ 
knyght^mayfterofoure  ordenauncys;  Anthony  Knevett,  and  Peter 
Mewtesy  gentlemen  of  our  prevy  chamber,  oveifeers  of  the  frater- 
nytye  or  guyldc  of  Saynt  George,  and  that  they  and  every  of  thca 
fliall  be  overfeers  of  the  fcyence  of  artyllary,  that  ys  to  Ti^t,  for 
long  bow^>  crofs  bowes,  and  hand  gonnes^  &c.  which  Syr  Cryfto. 
fer  Morres,  Corndys  Johnfon,  Anthony  Anthony»  and  Henry 
Jobnion,  that  they  and  every  of  them  ihall  be  mayfters  and  rulera 
of  the  fayd  feyence  of  artyllary  as  afon^ys  rehercyed  for  long  bowes^ 
crofs  bowes,  and  hand  gonnes^  which  &jt  Cryftofer,  Cornelyf^ 
Anthony,  and  Henty,  We  by  thefeprefentys  do  ordeign,  make  and 
eonferme,  four  mayfters  and  mlers  of  the  faid  Felly jhyp  of  Axtfl^ 
levy  for  ever,  daryng  theyr  lyves  j  and  that  tfa^e  faid  mayflers  and 
rulers,  and  theyr  fucceflbrs  mayftcrs  and  rulers,  alwayes  being  ibiite 
of  our  fervauntes,  Englysihe  men  or  denyfens,  maye  begyn,  founded 
edeffC,  make,  ordeygn,  gadre,  knytte,  and  eilablyfhe,  a  certeya 
perpetuall  fratemytye  of  Saynt  George,  and  that  they  may  ha«e 
full  power  and  au£torytye  to  chofe,  accept,  take,  and  admyt^ 
unto  theyer  faid  fratemytye  or  guylde,  al  maner  honefte  parfonnei 
whatfoever  they  be,  as  well  beyng  oure  fervauntys  and  fubgiettys, 
as  ftraungyers,  denyfens,  or  not  denyfens,  at  theyre  lyberties.  Aid 
that  the  fayd  mayHers  and  rulers,  and  fuche  bretbern  as  they  HaSL 
dede,  admytte,  take  and  accept  to  them,  (hall  yn  thyng  aal 
name  be  oon  bodye  and  commynaltye  corporate,  havying  fuccef- 
fion  perpetually,  by  the  name  of  mayfters  and  rulers  and  commynai^ 
tye  of  the  fraternitye  or  guylde  of  artyllaiy  of  long  bowes,  croGi 
bowcs,  and  hand  gonnes.  And  the  fame  foure  mayfteri^  rulers^ 
and  brethern,  and  theyr  fucceflbrs,  we  yncorporatp,  and  make  oon 
bodye  by  theys  prefentys;  and  that  the  fayed  mayfters  and  r^lenb 
and  commynaltye,  and  theyr  fuoceffours,  ihall  ymplede,  andbq 
ympleded,  by  the  name  of  Mayfters  and  Rulers  of  the  sayd  Brether* 
bed  or  Guylde;  and  alfo  fhall  have  power  and  au6lorytye  to  choofe 
and  ^cSt  among  themfclfys  wyth  theyr  afiyftence,  four  undie 
mayfters  and  rulers  of  the  fame  fratemytye  or  guylde,  to  overfee 
and  governe  the  fame  fraternytye  from  tyrae  to  tyme,  and  to  have 
the  govemaunce  and  cuftody  of  fuch  landes,  tenementys,  renty8,po£' 
feifyons,  goodys  and  catallys,  as  hereafter  fliall  happen  to  be  pur* 
ciufcdi  betwethed,  gyveji^  graunccdi  or  affygned,*  by  any  manner, 
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parfoaae  or  panfoimea^  to  fajed  fnitcroytye  orgnylde.  And  tlicx 
eveiy  ycre^  as  Y^  (hall  beft  pleas  thcm^  fhall  movey  ordcygne,  and 
chofe  fuccdTyvelyey  foure  undsemayflers  and  rulers,  Englyib  men, 
ftraungyervy  denyfens  or  not  denyfensy  of  good  name  and  fame  ; 
and  they  or  any  of  them,  yf  nede  requyre,  to  amove,  put  out,  and 
difcharge,-  one  an  other  yn  hys  or  itheyr  name  and  place,  as  ofte  as 
ihall  pleas  them^  to  name,  put  yo,  ele6te  and  au6k>ryfe,  by  the 
counfayll  of  the  foure  mayflersand  rulerf,  and  rheyr  £ayd  aflyftence. 
And  furthermore.  That  the  fanae  mayilers  and  rulers  maye  h»Te 
and  ufe  a  common  feale  for  all  thyoges  and  necefiarys  belongyng 
to  the  fayd  fraternytye  or  guylde.  And  that  they  may  be  of  ha* 
bylytye  or  capacytye  yn  the  law  to  ymplcde  or  be  ympkded,  aun- 
fwer  and  be  aunfwered,  before  any  judge  or  juftyce,  fpyrytoall  or 
temporal],  whatfoever  they  be,  yn  any  court  or  couries  of  thys  our 
realm.  And  yn  all  and  fyngnlar  aceyoas»  dcmauada,  quarrcUys^ 
plees,  fotcs  reall  or  perfonaU,  lyke  as  all  other  our  lyge  men  have 
kabylytye,  and  capacytye.  And  furthermore.  The  fayde  mayftera 
and  rulers,  and  commynaltye  of  the  fayde  fraternytye  or  guyldc 
amongys  themfelfys  (hall  or  may  have  full  audkorytye  and  power^ 
to  makCj  oideygncj  and  eftabUlhe  lawcs,  ordynaunces,and  ftatutys, 
for  the  good  ftate,  rale,  and  govemaunce  of  the  fayed  frateroytye 
or  guylde,  for  the  yncreaCe  and  good  contynuance  of  the  fame,  and 
fuch  laws,  ftatutcs,  and  ordenaunces,  fo  made  from  tyme  to  cyme,' 
as  ofte  as  by  them  fkall  be  thought  necefiaryand  convenyent,  to 
chaunge  and  to  tranrpofe,or  keep  at  theyr  pleafure  j  and  to  put  yn 
nfe  and  executyon  wythout  hurte,  challenge,  greve,  or  preturbaunce 
of  us,  our  heyers  or  fucceflburs,  offyccrs,  mynifters,  or  fubgyettys, 
or  theyr  heyers  or  fucceflburs,  whatfocvcr  they  be.  And  further* 
more,  That  the  fayed  mayfters  and  rulers,  and  theyr  fucceflouts  for 
the  tyme  beyng,  have  full  power  and  au^ory tye  to  purchafe  landys 
and  tenementys,  and  other  heredytaments  whatfoever  they  be, 
which  be  not  hpldyn  of  us  in  capite,  to  have  and  to  hold  to  the  fayd 
mayfters,  rulers,  and  commynaltye,  and  their  fucceifors  (the  ftatutc 
of  Mortmayn,  or  other  ftatutys,  or  any  other  thyng  paffcd  to  the 
contrary  nqtwithftandyng).  And  furthermore,  of  oure  habun- 
daunce  grace  we  have  graunted,  gyven,  andlycenced,  and  by  thefe 
prefentys  do  give,  graunte,  and  lycence,  unto  oure  forelayd  wclbe- 
loved  fervantys,  and  to  every  of  them,  and  to  all  and  every  theyr 
facceffoars^  mayfters,  rulers,  commynaltye,  and  brcthcm  of  the 
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Tryed  fratcrnytye  or  gnyldc,  that  for  the  tyme  fhall  be,  as  well  be* 
yog  cure  fervantysand  fubgyettys^  as  alfo  ftraungyers,  being  deny- 
fens  or  not  denyfensj  bcjnng  of  and  yn  the  fayed  fraternytye  or 
guj^de,  for  the  better  yncrcafe  of  the  defence  of  thy  s  oure  realm,  and 
mayntenaunce  of  thcfcyencc  or  feate  of  ihotyng,  yn  long  bowes,  cro« 
bowes,  and  hand  gonnes,  that  they,  and  every  of  theyr  fucceiTourt, 
honeft  parfonnes  of  the  fayd  fratemitye  or  gnylde,  for  their  dy  fporte 
and  paftyme  from  tyme  to  tyme  for  ever  hereafter  and  perpetuaUf 
may  ufe,  and  exercyfe  the  ihootyng  yn  thyr  long  bowes,  croi 
foowes,  and  hand  gonnes,  at  almanner  markys  and  buttys,  and  at 
^he  game  of  the  popyemaye^  and  other  game  or  games,  as  at 
fowlc  and  fowles,  as  well  yn  our  citye  of  London^  the  fuburbet 
of  the  fame,  as  in  all  other  places  wherefoevcr  yt  be  wythyn  thyi 
our  rcalme  of  Englond,  Irelond>  Calyce^  and  our  marches  of 
Walyesj  and  ellyfwhere  wythyn  any  of  our  domynyons,  (our 
foreftyfj  chacys  and  parks«  wythout  oi^r  fpecyall  warrant,  and  the 
game  of  the  heyron  and  feyfaunt  wythyn  two  myles  of  any  of  oor 
manners^  cailellys,  or  other  placys  where  we  fhall  fortune  to  be  or 
lye,  for  the  tyme  onely  excepted  and  refervy'd).  And  alfo,  that 
the  fayed  mayffers  and  rulers,  and  brethern,  and  theyr  fucceffoun^ 
and  every  pertyculer  parfonne  of  them,  may  reteigne  and  keap 
their  fayed  long  bowes,  cros  bowes  and  hand  gonnes  yn  theyr 
houfes,  chambres  and  other  places,  and  theyr  fervauhtys,  to  beic 
the  fame  crofs  bowes  and  hand  gonnes,  when,  and  as  often  as  yt 
Ihall  lyke  them,  at  their  lybertye  for  ever,  without  any  damage^ 
daungyer,  penaltye,  lofs  or  fbrfai£ture,  to  enfue  unto  them,  or  any 
of  them,  for  the  fame ;  but  neverthelefs,  the  fayd  fc^vauntys  that 
fo  fhall  carry  theyr  maftera  crofs  bowes  and  hand  gonnes,  fhafl 
not  by  vertue  of  thys  o\xt  lycence  ihote  yii  the  fayed  crofs  bowei 
and  hand  gonnes  at  no  manner  of  fowle :  And  in  cafe  be  that  any 
fuch  fervaunt  be  takyn  (hotyng  at  any  fowle,  wyth  any  ci  of*}  bowe 
or  hand  gonne,  the  fayed  offender  fo  taken  to  forfa6ie  the  penaltye, 
accordyng  to  the  ziEtt  (thys  fraternytye  or  lycenfe  notwithdandiiig) 
and  alfo  that  none  other  then  the  fraternytye  or  guylde  afoi  clayed 
(hall  wythyn  any  part  of  thys  our  realme  or  domynyon,  keep  any 
other  bretherhed  or  guylde,  onelcfs  yt  be  by  lycence  of  the  afore* 
fayed  matters  and  rulers  of  the  fayed  fraternytye  or  guylde.  A  nd 
furthermore,  of  ^oure  more  ample  grace,  by  theys  prcfcntys,  we 
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do  lycence  the  forefaycd  majftcr^  and  rukrf>  and  eommonaltyc  of 
the  fayed  fraternytye  or  guylde^  or  any  pertyculer  parfonse  or 
parfonnes,  and  every  of  thein^  to  ufe  and  were  any  manner  ynbrow- 
dcry^  or  any  cogoyfaimce  of  fyWer  at  hyt  or  tbeyr  lybcrtyc,  yn 
their  gownes,  jackettya,  cootys  and  duhletty8>  and  any  manner  of 
filky8»  as  velvety  iatten  and  damaike  (the  Gouknirs  of  porple  and 
fcarlet  only  excepted)  yn  thetr  gowns  and  jackcttys,  and  aD  and 
£agnlar  furies  yn  their  gownes»  or  eUewherc»  not  above  furrs  of 
ffiartyrnefs,  wythout  rounyng  unto  any  manner  daungyer,  for* 
failure,  lofs  or  penoltye,  any  ade  of  apparell^or  any  other  ^At,  pro- 
damacyon^  thyag  or  matycr»  in  any  wife  bad,  made,  or  given,  or  to  be 
liad»made»or  gyven,  to  the  contrary  notwythftandyng.  And  further- 
more, of  oure  gtace  efpecyall  we  have  lycencycd,  and  by  theys  pre- 
lentys  doo  lycence  the  forefayd  mayflers  and  rulers,  and  their  fayed 
fnccefilban  for  the  tyme  be]rng,that  they, nor  any  ofthcm,  ihall  from 
Iwnsfortb  be  'enpanncUed  or  compeUcd  to  be  upon  any  manner  of 
quefte  or  jurye  upon  what  matyer  focver  it  be  wy thyn  our  cytye  of 
London,  or  other  phce  wythyn  thys  oure  realme.  And  over  thyn 
we  wott  and  graunte,  lor  us,  our  heirs  and  fucceflburs,  to  the  fayed 
mayfters  and  rukrs,  and  commynaltyey  by  thyes  prefentys,  that 
when,  and  as  often  as  the  fayed  mayfiers  and  lulecs.  and  com* 
monaltye,  and  their  fucceflburs,  or  any  of  them,  (hall  ufe,  pro- 
nounce, and  openly  fpeke  thys  ufuall  word,  commonly  u(ed  to  be 
fpokcn  before  he  or  they  fliote,  that  is  to  iay,  thys  word  Fafte;  and 
niter  thys  word  fpc^en,  yf  yt  (hall  happen  any  parfonne  or  pav-^ 
Ibnnes,  by  the  over6ght  of  any  parfonne  or  parfonncs  rounyng^ 
pa^Dg»  or  goyng  belweene  any  fuche  (hoter,  and  the  marke  or^ 
j^aee  whereto  any  fuche  mayfters  and  rulers,  and  commynaltye, 
or  any  of  them,  ihall  hereafter  (hoote,  to  be  kyllcd,  or  othenvyie 
hurt,  fb  the  fame  be  a  ufaall  and  a  knowne  marke,  fet  yn  an  open 
place  aiccuftomed  to  be  (hoote  at,  that  then  any  fuch  mayfter,  ruler^ 
and  brother  whatfoever,  ihall  happyn  not  by  that  occaiion  be  at* 
tached,  arreted,  ympryfooedy  fued,  veied,  troubled,  or  otherwifc 
ynonyetted,  nor  ihall  not  be  ympecbed,  nor  otherwyfe  molelled 
or  troubled  for  the  feme,  nor  (hall  not  fuffer  death,  nor  lofe  any 
membrcy  or  forfalAe  any  manner  goody i,  landy?,  tenement ys»  or 
hcreditamentys,  or  any  goodys,  catteUys,  or  other  proffytys  for  tl^ 
fame,  any  a£te,  ftatute,  proclamacyoni  provyfyon,  or  any  oth^ 
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natycr  or  Ayn^e  yn  any  wyfe  had»  made,  given,  proclanaed,  ot 
proTyed,  mr  hereafter  to  be  had,  gyven,  made,  proclamed,  or  pro* 
vyed,  at  any  tyme  to  the  contrary  notwythftanding.  And  fuc^ 
tbermore.  We  wott  and  graunte^  that  thyts  our  letters  pattcntya 
ftall  pafs  Udder  oure  great  fealc  without  fyne  or  fee  great  or  fmall» 
yn  our  Chauncerye,  to  oure  ufc,  or  to  the  ufe  of  onr  hey  rc«,  or  yn 
the  hanaper  of  our  fayed  Chauncerye,  to  be  contented  or  payed  for 
the  fame:  That  exprefa  mencyon  of  the  true  yearely  value,  or  of 
any  other  value,  or  certenty  of  the  premyfTes,  or  any  of  them,  or 
of  any  other  guyftes  or  grauntes  by  us,  or  by  any  of  otire  progcni- 
tourt  or  pf edeceflburs,  to  the  aforefayed  Chryftofer,  Anthony,  and 
Peter,  or  any  of  them,  before  thycs  tymes  made,  in  thyes  prefentys 
j%  not  made;  or  any  ftatute,  z&c,  ordynance,  provyfyon,  or  re« 
firaynt  thereof,  to  the  contrary  before  thyes  tymes  made,  ordeyned, 
or  provyded,  or  any  other  thynge,  caufe,  or  n^atter  whatfoever  yn 
any  wyfe  notwythftanding.  In  wytnefs  whereof  we  have  caufed 
thyes  our  letters  to  be  made  patentys.  Wytnes  oure  Self  at  Wed* 
minfter,  the  xxv  day  of  Auguil,  the  xxix  yere  of  our  reign. 

Stowe  fpeaks  of  the  Artillery  Garden  as  a  nurfery 
for  foldiers  in  his  time,  and  which  had  been  fo  about  80 
years,  which  brings  it  nearly  to  the  period  laft  men- 
tioned; and  he  defcribes  their  place  of  exercife  to 
have  been  formerly  in  the  old  Artillery  Ground^  but  in 
his  time  in  Finjbury  Fields j  adjoining  to  the  upper 
quarters  of  Moorfields  on  the  eaft,  and  Bun  Hill  on 
the  weft,  containing  about  ten  acres,  enclofed  by  a 
high  brick  wall. 

Hence  the  origin  of  this  company  may  be  traced  to  a 
plot  of  ground,  longfmce  entirely  covered  with  build- 
ings, near  Artillery4ane^  in  Bifliopfgate-ftreet,  which 
had  been  a  Roman  ftation,  and  ufed  by  that  warlike 
people  as  a  field  of  Mars,  for  the  training  up  of  the 
Britifh,  as  well  as  Roman  youth,  in  the  exercife  of 
arms\ 

*  Ldand's  Collect.  I,  6l.— 'Ellis's  Shoreditcb,  loO. 
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It  was  afterwards  a  part  of  Lolefwortb  Fields^  and 
the  upper  part  of  it  was  a  Roman  cemetery :  after  the 
eftablifhment  of  the  Chriftian  church,  it  became  part 
of  the  foundation  of  the  convent  of  St.  Mary  Spittle^ 
and  was  a  fpacious  enclofure,  called  TaJfeWs  Clofe*^ 
becaufe  one  of  three  fpecies  of  taejel^  called  carduus 
fallonum^  of  peculiar  ufe  in  railing  the  knap  on 
woollen  cloth,  was  planted  there  for  the  ufe  of  the 
cloth- workers  ;  after  this  it  was  let  to  the  crofs-bow 
makers,  wherein  they  ufed  to  fhoot  for  game,  at  the 
popingeyt;  and  was  afterwards  demifed  by  William 
Major,  the  laft  prior  of  St.  Mary  Spittle,  for  99  years, 
^  to  the  fraternity  of  artillery  in  great  and  fmall  ord- 
nance, or  gunners  of  the  Tower,  who  repaired  thither 
on  every  ITiurfday,  levelled  brafs  pieces  of  great  artil- 
lery againft  a  butt  of  earth,  and  were  incorporated  by 
Henry  VIIL  The  ground  was  by  his  means  appro- 
priated for  their  exercife  entirely,  as  appears  by  a  leafe 
to  them,  fince  depofited  in  the  hands  of  Sir  William 
Pelhamj  lieutenant  of  the  ordnance  ;  and  the  charter 
was  afterwards  delivered  to  Lord  Burleigh,  treafurer 
to  Queen  Elizabeth. 

The  encouragement  to  that  public  fpirit  which  has 
ever  dignified  the  citizens  of  London,  and  which  was 
held  out  to  them  by  this  patent,  continued  for  many 
years  to  render  it  the  refort  of  the  moft  wealthy  and 
regular  inhabitants.  And  during  the  long  reign  of 
Queen  Elizabeth,  the  city  having  been  greatly  trou- 
bled, and  charged  with  continual  mufters  and  training 
of  foldiers,  many  gallant,  a£Hve,  and  forward  citizens 
having  had  experience,  both  at  home  and  abroad, 

*  Stemt^  fi^  96.— Maitland,  %,  1I69«  (17i.    t  Sti7pe*s  Stowe^  v.  U 
40B. 

voluntarily 


CH.  III.  ^  Eliz.—'An.  1588.  47  x 

voluntarily  exercifed  themfehes  in  thid  Company  xa 
1585,  and  trained  up  others  for  the  ufe  of  war.  ^^  So 
that  within  the  fpace  of  two  years  there  were  almoft 
300  merchants,  and  others  of  like  quality,  very 
fufficient  and  fkilful  to  train  and  teach  common  foU 
diers  the  management  of  their  pieces,  pikes,  and  hal* 
bards,  to  march,  countermarch  and  ring  :  which  faid 
merchants,  for  their  own  p^rfeding  in  military  affairs 
and  difcipline,  met  every  Thurfday  in  the  year,  prac 
tifing  all  ufual  points  of  war,  and  every  man  by  turns 
bare  orderly  office  from  the  corporal  to  the  captain*.** 
^'  Some  of  them  afterwards,  in  the  dangerous  year  1 588, 
had  charge  of  men  in  die  great  camp  at  Tilbury,  and 
were  generally  called  Captains  of  the  Artillery  Garden. 
Thefe  took  precedent  from  the  merchants  at  Ant- 
werp t." 

The  example  of  the  merchants  of  Antwerp  here 
mendoned,  is  their  conduft  in  the  fiege  of  that  city  by 
the  duke  of  Parma,  after  the  deceafe  of  William  of 
Naflau:  the  duke  conftru&ed  a  bridge  acrofs  the 
Scheldt  almoft  900  yards  in  length,  formed  by  thirty. 
two  large  hoys  chained  together ;  it  was  fo  conftrufted 
as  to  open  together,  and  give  free  pafiage  to  whom 
he  thought  fit,  and  immediately  afterwards  to  clofe 
again;  it  was  completed  in  1584.  When  the  citi- 
zens faw  that  he  had  effeded  his  purpofe,  and  pre- 
▼ented  them  from  all  fuccours,  the  "  effeminate 
merchants  exercifed  arms  with  martial  difcipline,  and 
daily  iffued  forth  upon  the  fa(;e  of  the  enemy,  until 
divers  hundreds  of  their  number  were  diminiihed,  and 
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then  pra£Ufed  fundry  ingenious  ftratagems  to  regain 
their  former  aid  and  intercourfe  by  water."  Thefe  are 
detailed  by  contemporaty  hiflorians,  who  alfo  teftify 
diat  they  all  failed ;  and  the  citizens  ^^  having  by  this 
time  fpent  moft  of  their  wealthy  and  endured  great 
famine,  and  that  now  their  beauteous  daughters  and 
daintie  dames  would  gladly  fell  their  coftly  garlands  in 
forme  of  coronets,  to  buy  them  bread,  which  in  their 
wonted  wantonneffe  they  knew  not  how  to  weare,  fo 
as  the  bell  and  wealthiefl;  for  want  of  food  and  liberty, 
became  joint  fuppliants  with  the  multitude,  praying 
their  governor  to  make  fome  fpeedy  and  honourable 
compofition  with  Spain's  general,  which  done,  the 
dty  was  yielded  to  the  duke  of  Parma  on  7  Aug. 

The  defign  and  ohjeft  of  the  fociety  above  men^ 
tioned  was  the  fludy  and  pra&ice  of  ordnance  for  fhips ; 
and  one  William  Thomas y  in  1 584,  appears  to  have  taken 
a  very  adive  part  in  promoting  it,  in  order  to  increafe 
the  number  of  good  gunners  for  the  navy ;  becaufe, 
although  the  queen  was  poflefled  of  '^  a  puifTant  navy, 
yet  there  was  great  want  of  ikilful  men  to  fupply  the 
room  of  gunners,  fo  that  if  proof  were  made,  there 
would  not  be  found  Ikilful  gunners  fufficient  for  Tour 
of  her  men  of  war  f.**  But  this  fcheme  did  not  take 
efFea. 

Very  important  feryices  were  rendered  to  Queen 
Elizabeth  by  this  Company  at  and  previous  to  the 
Critical  conjundlure  alluded  to :  the  ftorm  which  had 
gathered  in  Spain,  and  threatened  the  entire  deftruc* 

♦  Howe's  C(«il.  of  Stowe,  699,  700^  t  Stowc. 
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tion  of  the  government  and  conflitution  of  Englai^d, 
fcalled  forth  all  the-a^ve  energies  of  the  people, 
vhofe  zeal  and  alacrity  in  the  common  caufe  defeated 
the  defigns  and  fubdued  for  ever  the  boafted  prepa- 
rations of  bigotry  and  ambition  ;  the  armada  which 
in  thofe  days  Was  prefumptuoUfly  baptized  with  the 
denooiination  of  Invincible,  fmik  into  ruin  before  the 
thunder  of  Britifli  valour;  fo  likewife  the  proud 
ftandard  of  France,  which  in  modem  times  bade  de- 
fiance to  the  world,  fell .  proftrate  to  the  vigour  of 
Britifli  courage,  which  imputes  not  to  its  own  arm 
the  glory  of  the  conqueft.  Divers  citiz^is  of  London, 
who  were  members  of  this  Company  in  1585,  were 
chofen  from  its  battalion,  and^  to  their  great  honour, 
tirere  appointed,  by  order  of  the  quedh's  council,  to 
the  rank  of  officers  in  feveral  parts  of  the  kingdom  j 
and  it  was  by  their  care  and  indefatigable  application 
that  the  nuHtia  in  mod  parts  of  the  coimtry  were  put 
in  a  good  ftate  of  defence.  The  city  of  London  at 
the  &me  time,  not  lefs  mindful  of  the  (rommon  fafety 
than  thcfe  her  hrvstt  fons,  the  more  etfeftually to  prevent 
any  fudden  and  traiterous  attempts  of  the  enemies  to 
the  government  in  favour  of  the  Spaniards,  franked 
fome  refolutionsin  1586  for  regiftering  all  citizen^  car 
pable  of  fervice ;  for  dividing  them  into  compsgves,  di^ 
vifiona,  feftions,  and  rendezvous;  for  establifliing 
daily  and  nightly  watches,  and  other  local  and  tem- 
porary duties;  all  which  were  dfarefted  to  be  fyb- 
mitt^tP  the  order  of  the  lord  m^yor,  fherifis,  ^nd 
^ernij^,  '^  and  fi}(:h  grave  perfpn?  as  they  fj^^lA 
choofe  of  the  city  to  affift  them/'  Frpm  thefe  regu. 
lations,  Edmund  Torky  a  gentleman  who  had  acquired. 

B  great 


50  H.  A.  C. 

great  knowledge  of  taftics  by  adual  fervice  in  the 
Low  Countries,  formed,  at  the  delire  of  the  privy 
council,  a  more  enlarged  and  methodical  arrangement 
for  marflialling  and  ordering  the  military  force  of  the 
city,  which  bears  date  in  March  1588*. 

The  defeat  of  the  enemy  reftored  thefe  a£tive  citi- 
zens to  their  civil  rights  and  occupations,  and  rewarded 
them  with  the  fecurity  of  a  well  earned  peace :  they 
difcontinued  the  frequent  exercifes  which  they  had  fo 
uiefuUy  pradtifed ;  but  the  Artillery  Company  was  pre- 
iferved  during  the  remaining  years  of  the  reign  of 
Queen  Elizabeth ;  for  many  of  the  nobility,  the  lord 
mayor,  and  moll  of  the  alderm^,  and  all  the  com- 
maoders  and  commiflioned  ofEcers  of  the  trained 
bands  and  aujdliaries  exercifed  arms  in  the  Artillery 
Garden ;  the  whole  company  confifting  in  1598  of  fix 
hundred  men ;  and  when  James,  her  fucceflbr,  had 
fat  about  two  years  <»  the  throne  of  England,  he 
granted  a  patent  for  its  encouragement,  which  bears 
date  the  first  day  of  February  1605,  in  the  words 
following : 

James,  by  the  Grace  of  God,  King  of  England,  Scotland, 
France,  and  Ireland,  Defender  of  the  Faith,  &c.  To  our  trufff 
and  well-beloved  the  Lord  Mayor  of  our  city  of  London  for  the 
time  being,  and  to  our  right  trufty  and  well- beloved  connfeDor, 
ThoBiaa  lord  Ellefmere,  Lord  Chancellor  of  England  i  and  to  x>uf 
right  trufty  and  nght  wcll-beloved  coufins  and  counCellora  Thomu 
earl  of  Dorfct,  our  High  Treafurer  of  England ;  Thomas  earl  of 
Su0blk,  Chamberlaine  of  our  Houfehold  ;  Charles  ^arl  of  Devon- 
shire, Mafter  x)f  our  Ordinance ;  Robert  earl  of  Sali/bury,  our 
Principal  Secrcury }  and  to  our  trufty  and  ¥reQ^bdioved  couafellor 

*  Maidaod,  1828. 
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Sir  John  Po^bam,  knight,  Qhicf  Jufticc  of  ihc  Picas  before  us  to 
be  holden,  affigned ;  and  alfo  to  our  trofty  and  weU>beloYed  Sir 
Julius  Cellar,  Sir  Roger  Wilbraham;  kit igbt»  maft^rs  of  our  court 
of  Requefts)  Sir  Edwafd  Cooke>  knight,  our  Attorney  General^ 
Sir  Thomas  Challinor,  knight.  Sir  John  Egerton  the  youngtr,  knt. 
Sir  Thonists  Vavafor,  knigbt,  Marihal  of  our  Houihold ;  Sir  Wil- 
liam  Waade,  knight;  Lieutenant  of  our  Tower  of  London ;  fir 
Thomas  Knyvett,.  Sir  Stc|>hen  Soad,  Sir  Walter  Cope,  Sir  Edmond 
Bowier^  Sir  Thomas  Fowler,  l$ir  Thomas  Lake,  Sir  Henry  Moun* 
tague^  Recorder  of  LoKdon,  Sir  George  Coppin,  Clerk  of  our 
Crown,  Sir  Thomas  WIndebank,  Sir  Thomas  Middletbn,  Sir 
Thomas  Benilett,  Sjr  Thomas  Lowe,  Sir  Tbdmas  Grymes, knights; 
Nichohs  Fuller^  Nicholas  Collyn,  Toby  Wood^  Edward  Vaughan, 

Hugh  B i  efqrs.  &c.  &c.  greeting,  Albeit  fundry  very  good  and 

laudable  ftatutes,  ordinances,  ptoviflons,  aftd  prodamations^  hereto- 
fore hate  been  had  andniade,  as  well  by  us,  as  by  our  moft  noble  pro- 
genitors and  predeceifors,  for  the  in<iouragement  of  oar  aneient 
Artillery  Company  of  Ldndon,  and  for  the  maintenance  erf  arehery 
and  artillery  within  this  our  realm  of  England,*  whereby  the  fane 
being  pat  in  dtie  eiecotton  in  times  paft,  hath-not  only  bred  and 
encreafed  a  great  force  and  ilrength,  towards  the  maintenaince,  dc- ' 
fence,  i^  (afety  of  this  our  faid  realm,  againft  foreign  powers, 
bat  alfo  a  fear  and  terror  to  all  other  realms  and  foreign  edemies 
ta  times  of  war  and  hoftility ;  yet  the  fiime  good  Aatutesy  ordi* 
nances,  and  prodamationa  made  by  us  and  vur  &id  noble  proge^ 
nitors,  cannot  dow  fi>  well  take  place  ai  they  ought,  and  have  done 
ia  times  paft;  and  fpecially  about  our  city  of  London,  by  reafon 
that  divers  and  fondry  perfoni  having  about  our  (aid  city  of  Loov 
doa  divers  lands^  tenements;  and  heredlUiments,  and  feeking  to 
iodofe  the  fiune,  otberwife  than  hath  been  aceuilomed,  to  the  ad- 
tancement  of  their  own  fingnHar  benefits  and  gain,  without  refpe^l 
of  others  commodhy,  have  plucked  awa(y,  and  yet  ftilldo  mind  to 
plock  away  from  our  loving  fubjefts  of  our  aitoient  Artillery  Com- 
pany, the  necefiary  and  profitable  elercife  of  (hooting  in  fucb 
fields  and  doles,  as  time  out  of  mind  have  Ueen  allowed  to  be  (hot 
in,  u  well  by  making  of  fuCh  banks  aAd  hedges, as  alfo  by  plucking 
apof  the  old  marks  of  ancient  time  ftanding  in  the  faid  dofes,  info- 
WKh  that  oar  laid  fubje£ts  being  in  the  common  (ields^  and  for  di- 
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verfities  and  change  oC  marka  fccking  to  find  a  matk  to  tlie  faij 
clofes  and  feveral  grouodty  cannot  by  reafon,  for  the  inoft  part, 
the  banks  and  hedges  being  niadc  of  fuch  a  height,  fee  the  graniidt 
of  the  (aid  clofca  or  fields  within  the  laid  banka;  as  alfo  bj  reafon 
that  where  the  bank  or  hedge  bciag  but  of  todiftrent  height,  tha 
ditches  be  nade  fo  broad  aaddeep,  and  wasting  bridgas  and  other 
convenient  places  to  pafs  through  and  over  the  farae,  that  our  laid 
fubjeds  the  archers,  ufing  their  trade  and  paA?me,  be  very  much 
hindered,  let  and  dtfcouraged  therein,  and  often  times  in  great 
peril  and  danger  for  lack  of  conveinent  cooms  and  places  to  (hoot 
in.  And  as  we  are  credibly  inlbrmed,  by  reafon  of  the  aforebid 
ditching,  hedging  and  inclofurea,.  it  Is  very  like  there  will  grow  a 
tery  great  (Ereight  and  want  of  room  about  our  faid  city  of  Lon*: 
don,  as  well  for  fuch  as  do  picfentiy  ufe  the  find  game  of  fhooting, 
as  alio  for  thofe  that  (hall  hereafter  exercife^  uCe  or  occupy  the 
faid  game  and  paftime,  to  the  great  hindrance  and  4^cay,  aa  well 
of  the  faid  ufe  and  cxercifc  of  flu>otiDg,  as  alio  of  the  iaid  ftatutea, 
ordinances,  provifiena  and  proclamatioos,  and  contrary  to  the  an* 
cient  cttftoma  heretofore  ufiid  ^>out  oor  laid  dty  of  London^ 
whereby  might  eftfoe,  to  fundry  of  onr  £ud  fabjc^»  oceafion  to 
haunt  and  fte^oent  Jbmc  otbey  kind  of  nnlawfiil  games,,  whereunto 
there  are  too  many  iadiaed,  which  our  meaning  ia  fiiallbe  in  00 
wife  fuffertdf  for  avoiding  whereof  and  for  refianmiai  of  the 
'aforefaid  enormities^  and  of  all  fiich  other  as  might  hereafter  gvow 
by  reafon  of  takiog  away  of  the  liberty  and  fc^  o(  ancient  tine 
accttftomcd  lo  be  had  about  o#  faid  city  of  London  ibr  archers^ 
and  trufting  to  your  approved  wifiioms,  fidelities  and  good  difec«> 
tions,  we  have  aligned  and  appointed  you  to  be  o\ir  com'miffioners  > 
and  by  thefe  prcfents  ^  give  unto  you,  and  every  of  you,  and  to 
the  number  of  any  fix  of  you,  foU  power  and  authority,  not  only 
to  furvey  all  fuch  grounds  neat  adjoyniog  to  our  laid  city  of  Lob-' 
don,  and  the  fuburbs  of  the  fiunc^  and  within  tw«  miiea  compafii 
on  any  part  of  our  Ifaid  city  and  fuburbs,  as  before  have  been  ac^ 
cuftom^d  and  ufed  to  have  had  marks  in  them  for  ai«hefs  to\ihoot 
at,  or  which  any  of  our  loving  fubjeds  or  of  our  anceftora  ha«e 
exercifed  themfelves  in  (hooting,  and  the  iame  to  feduce  or  eauft 
to  be  reduced  to  fach  order  and  eftate  for  aichera  aa  they  were  in 
the  beginning  of  the  reign  of  the  late  king  of  bmons  memory. 

King 
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Kiog  Heniy  the  £>|>hth ;  but  alfo  calling  before  you^  or  any  fis 
of  you,  as  well  the  owner  and  ownen»  farnver  and  ^rmers,  and  oc- 
cupterg  of  fuch  grounds  about  our  city  of  London,  in  which  fince 
the€rft  year  of  the  reign  of  the  (aid  King  Henry  the  Eighth  hajre 
been  aiade  any  broad,  deep  ditches,  high  banks  and  quickfets  or 
hedges  therci^poii,  being  thought-  by  you,  or  a«y  fix  of  you,  to  be 
overthrown  Ar  nude  plain^  or  otberwife  to  be  reformed.    And 
alfo  fuch,  and  as  many  honeft  and  lawful  men,  of  our  faid  city 
of  London  or  county  of  Mjddlefex,  or  either  of  them,  whofe  dif- 
pofition^  knowledge  and  experience  is  the  pnenafiea,  or  any  part 
thereof,  you  Aall  think  good  to  underlhind  and  know,  and  you  and 
every  of  you  to  examine,  as  well  upon  their  oaths  as  otherwife^ 
touching  the  premifTes,  as  to  the  wifdoms  of  you,  or  any  fix  of  you, 
(haU  be  thought  moft  convenient^     And  upon  the  knowledge  of  ' 
the  defaults  and  annoyances  tn  the  premifles,  or  any  part  thereof, 
our  pleafure  is,    and  we  give   unto  you,  or  any  fix  of  you, 
foil  power  and  authority,  by  thefe  prefents,  to  caufe  the  fame  to 
be,  by  the  faid  owner  and  ownersy  farmer  and  farmers,  or  .any  oc- 
cupiers, at  their  own  proper  cofts  ^nd  charges  to  be  amended,  re* 
formed,  altered,  and  exchanged,  in  fuch  manner  and  form,  and 
within  fuch  time  as  the  wifdoms  afnl  dure£lions  of  you,  or  any  fix 
of  you,  fiiall  be  thought  meet  and  convenient,  whom  our  pleafure 
and  commandment  is,  that  whatfoever  ihall  be  in  and  about  the 
premiflies  dope  and  executed  by  you,  or  aay  fix  of  you,  by  virtua 
and  authority  of  this  our  commiffioii,  you  caufe  the  fame  firmly 
to  be  obferyed,  authorizing  you,  or  any  fii  of  you,  furjther  by  thefe 
prefients,  that  all  fuch  perfon  or  perfons,  being  owner  or  owners, 
ianacr  or  farmers,  occupier  or  occupiers  of  the  faid  grounds,  or 
toy  of  them,  aa^ou,  or  any  fix  pf  you,  fhall  find  negligent,  gaiqi- 
faying;  rebelling,  rcfifUng,  6r  any  mean  or  way,  m  any  wife  iy>t-< 
withftanding,  againft  you,  or  any  fix  of  you,  in  the  dpe  exequtipn 
thereof  j  or  not  obeying  your  orders  or  decrees  in  the  premiffes 
to  be  had  or  madp  by  virtue  of  thefe  prefents,  that  you,  or  any 
fix  of  you,  caufe  him  or  them  offending  to  be  punifhed  or  pained 
by  imprrfomnent,  or  otberwife  by  fine  and  amerciment  to  our  ufe 
at  by  your  faid  wifdoms  fhall  be  thought  requifite,  until  he  or  they 
fhall  conform  him  or  themfdves  to  your  order  in  the  premiffes. 
And  tor  the  better  execution  of  this  our  faid  commiflion  and 
authority  to  you  giv^  we  charge  and  cotrmand  all  mayors, 

E  3  flicriff?. 
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fticTiffs,  jullices  of  peace,  bailiffs,  conftable?,  and  otbcr  out 
officers,  tninifters  and  fubjeds,  to  be  aiding,  helping  and  afiill- 
ing  70U,  and  every  of  you,  in  the  due  execution  thereof,  as 
they  will  anfwer  to  the  contrary.  In  witnefs  whereof  wc  have 
caufed  thefc  our  letters  to  be  made,  patents.  Witnefs  our  felf 
mt  Wel^minfler,  the  firft  day  of  February,  in  the  third  year  of 
our  reign  of  £ngland>  France,  and  Ivdand,  and  of  Spocland  the 
nine  and  thirtieth. 

Stowe  afcribes  the  fupport  thus  given  to  the  Com- 
pany to  the  exertions  of  Thiltp  Hudfon^  its  lieutenant, 
Thomas  Laverock^  and  divers  other  gentlemen  and  citi- 
zens of  London,  who  revived  its  exercifes  and  difci- 
pline ;  but  thefe  names  are  not  to  be  found  m  the 
patent,  yet  it  feems  that  they  had  affembled  in  the  Artil- 
lery Garden,  under  the  fanflion  of  the  Iprds  of  King 
James's  privy  council,  to  whom  they  "  had  become 
humble  fuitors  for  the  prevention  of  all  future  mifcon- 
ftruftion  of  their  honeft  intent  and  aftions  there ;"  and 
having  duly  confidered  the  neceflity  of  the  knowledge 
of  arms  in  fo  populous  a  place,  and  the  inconve- 
niences which  hj^d  happened  to  Antwerp*,  and  other 
late  populous  and  fjourifhing  neighbouring  cities,  prin- 
cipally by  reafon  of  their  negleft  of  that  moft  noblp 
cxercife  of  arms  and  martial  difcipline  in  times  of 
wealth  and  peace,  they  now  undertook,  at  their  own 
private  and  particular  charge,  a  weekly  ex^rcife  after 
the  modem  and  beft  fafliion  and  inftrufUop  then  i|i 
ufe  J  and  in  order  to  encourage  the  praftifers  of  the 

♦  Antwerp  h^^d  formerly  a  strong  citadel,  and  was  tjie  greatest  place 
Df  trade  in  Europe,  which  was  afterwards  removed  tp  Amsterdam.  It 
was  taken  by  the  Priiicc  of  Parma  in  1585,  and  surrendered  to.  the 
Duke  of  Marlborough  after  the  Rattle  qf  Ramilies  :  it  was  taken  again 
ijy'  the  French  in  1 746,  but  restored  to  the  house  of  Austria. 

art, 
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art,  they  erefted  a  handfome  armoury,  ^nd  fumifhed 
it  with  feveral  forts  of  arms  ^'  of  fuch  extraordinary 
beauty,  fafhion,  and  goodnefs  for  fervice,  as  were 
hardly  to  be  matched  elfewjiere*.** 

According  to  Stowe^  Captain  Edward  T anion  was 
the  firft  captain ;  and  Nicholas  Speering  the  firft  eleded 
auutient,  or  enfign-bearer,  at  this  reftoration  of  the 
Company;  but  their  names  are  not  found  in  King 
James's  patent.  But  as  thofe  who  had  formerly  been 
members  of  the  Company  in  the  o|d  Artillery  Ground, 
had  rendered  very  acceptable  fervice  in  their  own  per«- 
fons,  .and  in  teaching  of  others ;  fo  thefe  were  far  more 
efteemeid  from  their  being  me^  of  more  (kill  and  greater 
praflice. 

The  Company  was  now  grown  great  and  in  good 
eflimation ;  and  unto  the  Artillery  Garden,  at  the  ufual 
times  of  their  military  exercife,  not  only  Prince  Charles 
hindelf,  but  alfo  many  coimtry  gentlemen  of  all  fhires, 
reforted  and  diligently  obferved  their  exercifes,  which 
they  few  were  excellent  j  and  being  returned  home 
to  their  own  counties,  praftifed  and  ufed  the  fame 
ixath  their  trained  bands  f. 

The  pra£Uce  of  archery  m^de  a  principal  part  of 
this  artillery  exercife,  and  fo  favourably  was  the  pro- 
motion pf  it  confidered  by  the  ftate,  that  King  James 
cxprefsly,  by  his  patent,  ordered  all  the  fences,  which 
the  inhabitants  of  the  adjacent  fields  had  erected  to 
enclofe  their  grounds,  to  be  made  plain,  and  the  ancient 
marks  to  be  reilbred. 

The  hiftory  of  London  fumiflies  many  occafions  of 
general  muflers  of  its  citizens  in  arms  for  their  defence, 

•  Stowe.  .       t  2  Stowe,  467. 
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and  one  oF  thefe  occurred  after  thie  harvefl:  in  1614  : 
they  were  forward  in  the  praftice  of  all  points  of  war 
and  military  difcipline,  and  formed  affociations,  into 
which  all  were  admitted  who  were  not  already  mem- 
ber^  of  the  martial  fociety  and  praftice  of  the  Artil? 
lery  Garden*. 

The  plot  of  growid  which  the  Company  poffeffed  at 
th^e  period  of  this  revival  of  their  pra£Hce,  was  called 
the  JV"^t«  Artill^  GtQund^  near  Mpprfields,  in  dillinc«: 
tion  from  that  already  mentioned. 

it  was  cqntiguous  to  Mooffieldf^  which,  had  been, 
^til  that  time,  left  in  a  very  bad  condition.  "  It  was/  * 
fays  Howe, "  a  noyfome  and  offenfive  place,  being  a  ge- 
neral layftall,  a  rotten  moorijh  ground,  fipm  whence  it 
took  its  name :  thi^  field,  and  two  others  adjoining,  had 
been  infedtious  arid  very  grieyous  to  the  city  and  to 
paffengers,  who  by  all  meang  endeavoured  to  fhun 
thofe  fields  as  loathfome'both  to  fight  and  fmell. 
The  improvements  of  them  were  effefted  by  Sir  Leo- 
nard  HoUiday  and  Maifter  Nicholas  Leatey  againft 
which  the  people  fpake  very  latterly  and  rudely,  and 
againft  thofe  two  worthy  men ;  ^nd  in  ,denfion  laid, 
it  was  a  holiday  work,  all  which  tl^ey  patiently  endured. 

"  Several  citizens  lent  a  hand  to  the  improvement^, 
among  which  there  was, none  like  Mafter  Nicholas 
Leate,  a  very  grave,  wife,  and  welUaflfefted  citizen, 
who  took  great  pains  in  the  beginning,  and  finiflied  the 
firft  field,  called  MeorfieU,  and  difburfed  divers  fums  of 
money,  as  well  for  n^endiug  the  highway,  aa  fqr  re- 
ducing the  two  other  outward  fields,  into  that  comely 
fliape  and  pleafjmt  manner  as  now  they  are,  as  wellin 

•  2  Stowe,  45C. 
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xnakiag  the  waUs  as  planting'  the  trees,.  &c.  all  whicl» 
Dvas  done  at  the  charge  of  the  city  of  London  ^. 

In  the  ye^  1622,  by  warrant/  from  King  James  L 
^e  foundation  of  an  armoury  in  the  old  ground  v^ 
laid,  and  finifhed  i^  the  following  year ; .  Colonel  Hugh 
flammerjley  being .  prefi4ent,  md  Join  Bingham^  c^ 
tain,  and  one  of  die  council  of  war  fpr  the  ^gdcnn  : 
towards  the  building  of  which^  wd  fupport  of  the 
Company^  in  1621,  and  two  following  ye^j^  the 
Chamber  of  London  gave  816  L  13s,  ^  f- 

This  aisnoury  wy  f urpi&ed  with  500  fets  of  arms 
pf  extraordinary  beauty,  which  were  loft  in  the  civil 
ivars.  Their  captain,  dunng  a  part  of  thofe  affrighted 
times,  W9S  a  Mr.  Mmby^  who  irrecoverably  detained^ 
for  h&  own  purpofes,  the  arms,  plate,  nvxiey,  books, 
and  other  goods  of  the  Conf^>any «  The  Protestor  was 
folicited  to  enforce  ^heir  being  replaced,  but  in  vain.  As 
there  were  not  wanting  mental,  as  well  as  perfdnal  ar* 
dour  to  promote  the  caufe,the  following  verfes  were  cir- 
culated, and  CQnfrderjng  the  early  period  in  which  they 
were  compofed,  may  not  be  imworthily  preferved. 

f^ndon*s  Hmmr,  and  l^er  Gitufiis  nfprwed  Lmnf,  txircising  Arms 
in  the  ArHlleiy  Garden,  ^/mdon, 

lliis  architecture,  phoe&ix  •of  our  age, 
(All  Europe  can't  shew  her  equipage^) 
Is  Mars  bis  mis^ess»  which  retains  the  storQ» 
Of  mars  his  anns,  beiag  Mars  his  paramour* 
This  Shriek  -^  by  Mars  his  soldiers  framed* 
And  Mars  his  arinourif^s  this  building  named. 
It  holds  6ve  himdred  arms,  to  furnish  those 
That  love  their  sovereign  and  will  daunt  his  lbes« 

•  HowcsContin.  of  Stowe,  102  J.        t  Register  of  Art.  Co. 
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They  spend  their  time  and  do  not  care  for  cost, 
Tq  learn  the  use  of  arms,  there's  nothing  lost. 
Both  time  and  coin,  to  do  their  country  good, 
'  Thej'll  spend  it  freely,  and  will  lose  their  hiood. 

Our  city  London  is  a  royal  thing. 

For  it  is  called  the  Chamber  of  our  King : 

Whose  worthy  senate  we  must  not  Ibrget  \ 
■  Their  grant  andour  request  togetiier  met: 
.  They  cherish  us,  and  we  do  honour  them ; 

Where  soldiers  find  tnte-lorc  they*!!  love  again. 

The  ground  whereon  thk  building  now  doth  stand. 

The  Teasel  Groui^d  hath  heretoibr%beea  named* 

•  Asd  WiUiam  Prior  of  the  ho^ital. 

Then  of  our  blessed  lady  well  we  call, 

St  Mary  Spittle  wi^ut  Bishopsgate, 

Did  pass  it  by  indenture  bearing  dato 

January's  third  day  in  Henry *s  time» 

Th*  eighth  of  that  name— the  convent  did  conjoin 

ynto  the  guil^  of  all  «rt^ery» 

Prq^  bowsy  hand  guns,  and  of  archery. 

For  full  three  hundred  yean  excepting  three : 

The  time  remaining  we  shall  never  see. 

Kow  have  the  noble  council  of  our  king 

Confi-m^d  the  same,  and  under  Ctiarles  his  wiog^ 

We  now  do  exercise,  and  of  tliat  little 

Teasel  of  ground,  we  enlarge  St.  Mary  Spittle.   \ 

Trees  we  cut  down,  and  gardens  added  to  it  j 

Thanks^to  the  lords,  that  gave  us  leave  to  do  it. 

Long  may  this  work  endure^  and  ne'er  decay. 

But  be  supported  to  the  latest  day. 

All  loyal  subjects  to  the  king  and  state. 

Will  say  amen»  maugre  all  spleen  and  hate. 

Marbchalliis  Petowe,  Coraposuit. 

About 
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About  the  clofe  of  the  reign  of  James  I.  *'  they  ha4 
determmed  to  remove  thence,  and  hold  their  training 
and  pra&ice  of  arms"  in  the  New  Artillery  Garden^ 
being  the  third  great  field  from  Moorgate,  next  the  fix 
Windmills,  which  field  Mr,  Leat^  one  of  the  twenty 
captains,  with  great  pains,  was  divers  years  preparing 
for  that  purpofe ;  the  reafon  of  which  removal  he  a& 
icribes  to  the  great  increafe  of  the  Company,  beyond 
what  the  old  ground  could  contain.  Their  mufter  being 
then  about  60QD,  though  fometimes  they  went  to  A? 
old  Artillery  Ground,  and  continued  ib  to  do  in 
Stowe's  memory  *. 

As  the  Artillery  Company  advanced  in  numbers^ 
and  refpeflability,  it  was  confidered  as  an  auxiliary  to 
the  eftablifhed  military  force  of  the  city,  in  aid  of  the 
eleven  regiments  of  tf  ained  bands,  who  alfp  praftifed 
in  the  Artillery  Ground  j  but  fubfequent  periods  of 
negled  rendered  the  trained  bands  contemptible  m 
difcipline  and  in  ufe,  till  they  were  transformed  by  the 
recent  interpofition  of  parliament  into  a  militia,  by 
which  they  have  acquired  refpeft  and  honour.  The 
Artillery  Company,  in  the  mean  while,  has  continued^ 
from  its  earlieft  formation,  a  diftinft  and  independent 
corps,  well  officered,  and  well  difciplined,  and  pre- 
ferving,  by  fteady  firmnefs  and  good  order,  not  only- 
its  own  principle,  but  the  well  aflfefted  order  of  ite 
fellow-citizens. 

•  1  Stowc,  b.  S   p.  70. 
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pHAPTER  IV. 

From  the  Accejfion  of  Charles  I.  to  the  InterregKum^ 

Charles  dieFirft  acceded  to  the  throne  in  1625^ 
and  had  governed  more  thaq  dght  years  before  he 
granted  his  charter  to  the  Artillery  Cpmpany,  which 
bears  date  the  20th  of  Dec.  ;63S. 


Cl)arlcf ,  fjy  the  Gratt  of  God,  King  of  Eog^d,  ScotlaiMf^ 
iPrance,  and  Ireland,  Defender  of  the  Faith,  &c.  To  onr  trpfty 
and  trdl-bdoved  the  Lord  Major  of  the  crty  of  London  for  the 
time  being;  and  to  our  troily  and  right  weU-hdoved  coHnlellor, 
ThoQifls  Lord  Coreotrf ,  lord  keeper  of  our  grett  feai  of  England; 
Kkbard  Lord  Weftoo,  lord  high  trcafurer  of  England  ;  and  to 
oar  nght  tnifty  and  wcllTbdoved  cooiia  and  conpfeO<yr,  Philip 
carl  of  Pembroke  ^nd  Montgomery,  lord  chambeHain  of  our  houfe- 
iiold ;  and  to  our  tnifty  and  wrll-bdorf d  confin,  Edward  carl  of 
Norwich  ;  and  to  oar  trndy  and  wdl  beloved  Henry  Lok4  Lexing- 
ton, George  Lord  Goring;  and  to  onrright  tmfty  ^nd  wdl-bdovcd 
Sir  Thomas  Richard  foo,  chief  jafttce  of  the  peace  ;  and  to  ouy  tmfty 
and  well -beloved  Sir  Jqhn  Coke,  knight,  one  of  our  principal  fe- 
-  cretarics  of  (late,  before  us  to  be  holden  and  affigned  ;  Sir  Robert 
Carr,  knight,  gentleman  of  our  bedchamber.;  Sir  Henry  Mildm^j 
km'ght,  mafter  of  our  jewels  j  Sir  Thomu  Alibnry,  knight,  one 
of  our  maftcrs  of  oup  court  of  Rcqueft  ;  Sir  Robert  Rich,  knight, 
ofourmaikrs  of  our  court  of  Chancery;  Sir  William  Balford 
kniglit,  lieutenant  of  our  Tower  of  London ;  Sir  John  Heydon, 
knight,  licutenant*general  of  our  ordnance;  Edward  Littleton, 
efq.  recorder  ^f  our  city  of  Loudon ;  Sir  KcntUyne  Oy(by,  Sir 

Thomai 
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Thomas  Fowler,  Sir  H^nry  Spillcr,  Sir  Fercivall  Hart,  Sir  Henry 
'  Hart>  Sir  Leonard  Harvy,  Sir  Edward  Cane,  Sir  John  Ifliatt,  Sir 
Thomas  Jarrat,  Sir  Hugh  Hamcrdey,  knights  j  Sir  Robert  Ducy, 
knight  and  baronet ;  Thomtus  Moulfow  ai)d  Samuel  Cranmer,  aldcr-^ 
men  oE  London,  &c.  &c.  greeting.  Albeit  fundry  good,  and  laudabk 
ftatutesy  ordioancesy  proTiHons,  and  proclamationst  heretofore  have 
been  had  and  made,  as  well  by  us,  as  by  our  moil  noble  pregeni* 
t6rs  and  pfedcceiforsy  for  the  encouragement  of  our  ancient  Artil- 
lery Company  of  the  city  of  London,  and  the  maintenance  of  ar* 
ehery  and  art^ilery  within  this  our  realm  of  England,  wh,ereby  the 
iame  being  put  in  due  execution  in  times  pail,  hath  not  only  bred 
and  eocreafed  a  great  force  and  drength,  towards  the  maintenance, 
defence,  and  fafety  of  this  our  faid  realm,  agaiafl  foreign  enemicv 
in  ticqe  of  war  and  hoftility }  yet  the  fame  .good  flatutes,  ordi« 
nances,  and  proclamations,  made  by  us  and  our  noble  progenitors^ 
caimot  now  fb  well  be  executed  as  they  onght,  and  have  done  in 
times  pail,  etjpecially  about-  our  city  of  London*  by  reafon  thai 
Olivers  and  fundry  peribns  having  about  our  city  of  London  afore- 
laid,  divers  lands,  tenements,  and  hereditaments,  and  feeking  to 
c&dole  the  fame,  otherwifc  fhan  hath  been  accuflomed,  to  the  ad- 
vancement of  their  owp  fingular  profit  and  gain,  without  rcfped 
of  others  commodity,  have  plucked  away,  and  yet  flill  do  mind 
to  pluck  away  from  oor  loving  fubjeAs,  the  members  of  onr  an-* 
cacnt  Artillery  Conapany,  the  neceflary  and  profitable  ezercile  of 
ihootiog  in  fuch  fields  and  dofts,  as  time  out  of  mind  have  been 
allowed  to  be  fliot  in,  as  well  by  making  of  &ich  banks  and  hedges« 
at  alfo  by  plucking  up  Qf  old  marks  i^  ancient  times  ftanding  in 
the  fame  doles,  infomucb  that  our  (aid  fubjeds  being  in  the  com- 
mon fields,  and  for  diver fities  and  change  of  marks,  feeking. to  find 
a  mark  in  the  faid  dofes  and  feveral  grounds,  cannot  fee  the  ground 
of  the  faid  clofci  or  fields  within  the  banks  and  hedges  i  bccaufe, 
dicy  be  made  of  (b  great  height ;  and  where  the  banks  and  hedges 
be  out  of  an  indifferent  height,  the  ditdies  be  made  fo  broad  and 
deep,  and  wantbg  of  bridges  and  other  conTenient  places  to  paft 
through  and  over  the  fame,  that  our  faid  fubjeds  the  archers 
fifing  the  commendable  txercife  and  pafiime,  be  very  moch  hinder- 
ed, letted,  and  difcooraged  therein,  and  often  times  in  great  danger 
•ad  perilfor  lack  of  convenient  rooms  and  places  to  (hoot  in.  And 
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as  wc  be  credibly  informed,  by  rcafon  of  the  aforefaid  ditchings', 
fcedgingfy  and  enclofureSy  it  is  very  b'ke  there  will  grow  a  great 
fireight  and  want  of  room  about  our  city  of  London,  as  well  for 
fuch  as  do  prefently  ufe  the  faid  exercife  6f  Ihooting,  as  alfo  for 
tbofe  that  fiull  be  hereafter  exercifcd  in  the  faid  game  and  paftime^ 
io  the  great  hindrance  and  decay  of  the  (aid  nfe  and  exercife  of 
(booting,  contrary  to  the  purpoTe  and  true  meaning  of  the  ftatutes^ 
ordinances,  provifion,  and  proclamations ;  and  contrary  to  the  an- 
dent  cuftoms  heretofore  ufed  about  the  faid  city  of  London,  where- 
by might  enfuey  to  fUndry  of  ourfaid  fubjeds,  occafio^  to  haunc 
add  frequent  foroe  other  kind  of  unlatwful  games,  whereunto  they  b^ 
too  much  inclined,  which  our  meaning  h  fliall  be  in  no  wife  fuffered  : 
for  the  avoiding  whereof,  and  for  the  reforiAation  of  the  aforefaid 
enormities,  and  of  all  fuch  as  might  hereafter  grow  by  reafon  of 
taking  away  the  liberties  and  fcope  of  ancient  time  accuHomed  t6 
be  had  about  our  faid  city  of  London  for  archtrs ;  and  trufting  td 
Jrour  appr6ved  wifdoms,  fidelities  and  good  difcretibns,  we  hari 
afligned  and  appointed  you  to  be  our  commiffioners  $  and  by  thef<ft 
j>rerent8  do  gi^c  unto  you,  and  to  every  or  any  fix  or  more  of  you^ 
full  poy^cr  and  authority,  not  only  to  furvey  all  fuch  grounds  ucA 
^  ^djoyning  to  our  faid  city  of  London,  and  the  fuburbs  of  the 
£ime,  as  before  have  been  accuftomed  and  ufed  to  have  beeH 
tearks  in  them  for  archers  to  (hoot  at,   of  inr  the  ^hich  an^ 
of  OUT  loving  ftibjefls,  or  the  fubjeds  of  any  of  our  anceftors 
have  exercifcd  themfelves  in   fiiooting,  and  the  fame  to  reduce, 
or  caufc  to  be  reduced  to  fuch  order  and  ftate  for  archers,  aft- 
they  were  in  the  beginning  of  the  reign  of  our  late  King  James, 
our  father  of  blefied  memory;    but   alfo    calling   before   you, 
or  any  fix  or  more  of  you,  as  well  the  owner  and  owners,  farmer 
and  farmers,  occupier  and  occupiers  of  fuch  grounds  about  our 
laid  city  of  London,   in  the  whfch,  fince  the  firft  year  of  the 
reign  of  the  late  king  James,  have  been  made  bfoa^  deep  ditches, 
high  banks  and  quickfets  or  hedges  thereupon,  being  thought  by  > 
you»  or  any  fix  or  more  of  you,  to  be  overthrown  and  made  plain; 
Or  utherwife  to  be  reformed.     And  alfo  fuch,  and' as  many  lawful 
and  honed  men,  of  our  faid  city  of  London  and  county  of  Mid^ 
dlefex,  or  either  of  them,  whofe  difpolinons,  knowledge  and  ex'- 
pericncc  in  the  prcmiflcs,  or  any  part  thereof  you  (hall  think  good 
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to  nndcrihnd  and  know,  and  them  and  every  of  tfaetoi  to  ezamine/ai 
-well  upon  their  oaths  as  otherwxfe,  touching  the  J)remi(re8,  as  to  the 
urifdonis  of  you,  or  every  or  any  fix  or  more  of  you,  (hall  be  thoughit 
more  convenient.  And  upon  the  knowledge  of  the  defaults  and 
annoyances  in  the  premifies,  or  any  part  thereof,  our  pkaAftre  xs^ 
and  we  -do  give  unto  you,  or  any  fix  or  more  of  you,  full  power 
and  authority,  hy  thele  prcients,  to  caufe  the  fame,  by  the  Tatd 
owner,  farmer  or  farmers,  or  any  occupiers,  at  their  own  proper 
coils  and  charges,  to  be  amended,  reformed,  altered,  and  changed^ 
in  fuch  manner  and  form,  ^nd  within  fuch  time  as  to  the  wifiioiBt 
and  ^iifcreuons  of  you,  or  any  fix  or  more  of  you,  ihall  be  thou|rfat 
meet  and  convenient  j  whom  our  pleafure  and  commandment  is; 
that  whatfoever  ihall  be  in  and  about  the  prcfmiffes  done  and  exe- 
cuted by  yon,  or  any  fix  or  more  of  you,  by  virtue  and  authority 
of  thia  our  commifBon,  you  caufe  firmly  to  be  obferved  3  autiioric^ 
itt^  you,  or  any  fix  or  more  of  jot,  further  by  thefe  prefents,  that 
all  fuch  perfons  being  owner  or  owners,  farnier  or  farmers,  occn* 
pier  or  occupiers  of  the  faiid  geounds,  or  any  of  them,  as  you,  or 
any  fix  or  more  of  you,  (hall  find  negligent,  gainfaying,  rebelling, 
refiiltng,  or  any  mean  or  any  way  withlhndtng  againft  you,  or  any 
fix  or  more  of  you,  in  the  due  execfiCion  thereof ;  or  not  obeying 
your  orders  or  decrees  in  the  premifies  to  be  had  or  made  hy  virtue 
of  thefe  prefenti,  that  you,  or  any  fix  or  more  of  you,  caufe  him 
or  them  offending  to  be  poniflied,  as  by  your  faid  wifdoms  ihall 
be  thoaght  requifite,  until  he  or  they  (hall  conform  themfdves  to 
^rour  order  in  the  premifies.  And  for  the  better  execution  of  this 
our  commiffion  and  authority  by  you  given,  we  charge  and  oom* 
mand  all  mayors,  (heriffs,  juftices  of  the  peace,  baili£&,  conftables, 
and  an  other  our  officer^  miniAers  and  fubje£ts,  to  be  aiding,  help- 
ing and  afiiftittg  to  you,  and  every  one  of  you,  in  the  due  execution 
ihereo^  as  they  wiH  anfwer  the  contrary.  In  witnefs  whereof 
«re  have  caufed  thefe  our  letters  to  be  made  patents.  Wicaeli 
eur  felf  at  Wcftminfter,  the  twentieth  day  of  December,  ia  the 
eighth  year  of  our  reign. 

One  of  the  chief  obje£ls  of  this  and  the  forn!ieF  char- 
ters or  patents  feems  to  have  be^  to  prevent  the  fields 
near  London  firom  being  fo  enclofed  as  ^  to  entemipt 
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the  neccfTary  and  profitable  exercife  of  (hooting/ '  as  alToi 
to  lower  the  mounds  where  they  prevented  the  view  from 
cme  mark  to  another :  it  direds  that  bridges  fhould  be 
thrown  over  the  dikes,  and  that  all  fhooting  marks 
which  had  been  removed  fhould  be  teftored. 

Undef  the  authority  of  this  letter,  a  co\vkeej>er 
bamed  'Pitficld^  fo  lately  as  in  the  year  174G,  was 
obliged  to  renew  one  of  thefe  hiarks,  on  which  the 
Artillery  Company  c^  this  infcription,  "  Pitfield  s  re-^ 
pentance  j**  and  a  brickmaker,  a  very  few  years  fincei 
was  compelled  to  make!  a  iimilar  fubmifri(5n. 

In  16S8,  the  Company  having  become  great  profi- 
dents  in  the  tife  and  ecercife  of  arms ,  and  it  being  at  that 
time  efteemed  the  mod  laudable  exercife  fot  diverfion 
in  ufe  amongft  the  citi^ns  of  London,  they  acquired 
an  almod  univerfal  tafte,  and  relifh,  ^d  pleafure,  in 
military  achievements  or  exercifes,  fo  that  not  to  b^ 
a  complete  foldier  was  not  to  be  a  man  of  note  fit  for 
the  beft  company  and  converfation  * ;  and  fuch  wad 
the  flourilhing  ftate  of  the  Company,  that  there  were 
Tery  few  citizens  of  eminence  who  were  not  members 
of  it,  and  by  gifts  and  legacies  were  bountiful  bene- 
£i£bors  to  it :— they  therejEore  par£ormed  their  exercife 
at  Merchant  Taylor's  Hall,  before  Sir  Mamice  Abet, 
lord  mayor,  the  court  of  aldermen,  and  others,  fo 
much  to  their  fatisfadion  that  they  prefented  to  the 
Company  the  prefent  Artillery  Garden  as  a  fidi4  for 
their  practice :  and  two  years  afterwards,  in  1640,  the 
common  council  took  into  confideradon  the  requeft  of 
divers  captains  of  the  Company,  and  others'exercifhig 

•  Blackwcll. 
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BtxQS  ih  the  Artillery  Garden,  *'  that  th^  hkher  part  of 
Bunhill  Field  might  be  granted  to  the  fociety  for  the 
exercife  of  themfelves  and  the  trained  bands ;''  and  it 
was  ordered  that  a  leafe  fliould  be  granted  them  for 
139  years  at  a  rent  of  6s.  8d. :  this  led£e  was  renewed 
in  1727,  at  the  fame  rent,  for  fifty-three  years  J  and 
the  ground  was  eftimated  to  contain  about  eleven 
acres,  .      '^ 

In  1641  the  king  added  his  further  fandtion  to  thid 
Company  by  irecommending  -  to  his  fons  to  become 
members  of  it,  and  accordingly  Charles  Prince  of 
Wales  (afterwards  Car.  II.),  James  Duke  of  York  ' 
(afterwards  James  IL),  and  Charles  Fredmck  Count 
Pdadkie  and  Duke  of  Bavaria,  were  regularly  enlifted  ^ 
but  the  Prince  of  Wales  did  not  take  upon  him  the 
command  until  after  the  reftoraticHi^  when  he  owned 
it  as  his  own  Company; 

The  public  diftradions  which  fignalizedthe  unfor* 
tunate  ragn  of  Charles  involved  the  Company  and 
the  militia  in  very  ferioiis  fervic^;  ijid  the  more 
feriottS)  inafmuch  as  they  had  to  contdad,  not  with  a 
foreign  invader,  or  a  foreign  eitemy  to  any  of  their 
allies,  but  with  their  own  fellow  countrymen,  their 
next  neighbours,  their  relations  and  friends  \  The  civil 
government  vms  at  enmity  with  itfelf !  the  demands 
of  the  three  diftind  eftates  of  the  realm  were  urgec^ 
and  iniifted'on  as  the  demands  of  a  diftant  and 
threatening  foe ;  the  ties  of  blood  and  the  reciprocal 
tntereils  of  fociety  were  diibanded ;  and  the  rage  and 
bveteracy,  the  jealoufly  and  pride  of  the  injured  and 
the  injurers  were  involved  in  a  tumultuous  difcordance 
of  intemperate  pafiion,  which  rendered  the  parties  in 
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the  conteft  odious  to  each  other,  and'difgraceful  to  the 
world,  and  over  whom  impartial  but  candid  pofterity 
would,  as  they  cannot  forget,  rejoice  if  they  could  draw 
an  impenetrable  veil.  It  was  hoped  that  the  aft  of 
pacification  between  England  and  Scotland,  which 
paffed  in  Auguft  1641,  would  have  alfo  allayed  the 
general  difcontent :  but  the  wounds  of  the  public 
mind'  are  feldom  healed  by  one  aft  of  conciliation  j 
it  is  neceffary  to  follow  up  the  principle  and  the 
praftice  of  unfeigned  and  mutual  forgivenefs,  by 
fuperadding  a  due  importance  to  all  the  relations  of 
peace  and  amity. 

At  the  clofe  of  that  year  we  find  the  biihops  pro- 
tefting  againft  all  afts  of  the  parliament  which  had 
been  paiTed  fince  they  were  withheld  from  their  feats 
in  the  Houfe  of  Lords ;  this  proteft  was  followed  by 
the  commitment  of  twelve  of  them  to  the  Tower  :  in 
the  following  month  ^  January  Lord  Kimbokon>  and 
five  members  of  the  houfe  of  comm<ms,  Pym,  Hamp- 
den, HoUeSy  Hazlerig,  and  Strode,  were  ordered  to 
be  apprehended  for  fufpefted  correfpondence  with  the 
Scots;  this  was  followed  by  a  ftrong  refolution  di 
that  houfe,  that  whoever  fhould  feize  any  of  their 
members  or  thdr  papers,  the  houfe  would  ftand  upoa 
their. defence*  The  king's  demand  and  fubfequent 
proclamation  for  them,  raifed  a  tumult  in  the  city  for 
their  proteftion,  and  the  royal  family,  to  avoid  the 
danger  which  threatened  them,  withdrew  to  Hamp* 
ton  Court :  the  fiierifis  of  London  and  the  trained 
bands,  with  an  armed  multitude,  on  the  11th  of  Jan^ 
led  thefe  five  members  in  triumph  to  their  feats  at 
"VT^nunfter ;  the  feamen  and  watermen  caught  the  em^- 
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thufiafm  o£  the  day,  and  having  manned  an  hundred 
armed  veflels  with  field  pieces  and  colours,  as  fbr  an  en« 
-  gagement,  advanced  at  the  fiuiie  dme  along  the  Thatnes, 
for  which  they  received  the  thanks  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  and  were  informed  that  they  (hould  have 
an  order  of  the  houfe  for  their  indemnity.  But  the 
parliament,  defirous  of  preferving  appearances  of  con« 
dliadon  and  the  ihadow  of  obedience,  peddoned  the 
king  for  a  guaf d  i  and  he  promifed  to  appoint  a  guard 
of  one  hundi'ed  men  out  of  the  trained  bands  of  the 
city,  fuch  as  the  lord  mayor  ihould  be  anfwerable 
for  to  him,  under  command  of  the  earl  of  Lindfey : 
but  they  reje6:ed  this  propofal,  and  conftituted  fergeant^ 
major  Skippon  to  be  major-general  of  the  city 
militia^  with  orders  to  attend  daily  at  Wellminfter 
with  a  guard  for  their  fecurity;  and  this  ftep  was 
eft^emed  an  avowed  declaration  of  war  againft  the 
court*. 

The  king  ofTefed  to  wave  all  proceedings  againft 
Lord  Kimbolton  and  the  five  members,  but  this  came 
too  late  for  reconciliation :  both  houfes  petiticmed  him 
for  the  furrender  of  the  Tower,  with  all  the  forts  and 
militia  of  England,  into  their  hands ;  this  he  refufed, 
and  the  commons  declared  his  advifers  enemies  to 
the  kingdom,  and  approved  of  the  ho(Ule  appearance 
which  many  parts  of  the  country  had  already  aflumed< 

The  bill  was  about  the  fame  time  pafled  by  com-* 
tniffion,  at  the  perfuafion  of  the  queen,  to  deprive  the 
tnihops  of  their  votes  in  parliament,  and  for  incapaci- 
tating both  them  and  the  reft  of  the  clergy  from  exer* 
cifing  any  t«mporal  jurifdiftion. 

*  RapiOf  Buroetf  Humef  Salmon. 
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The  queen  and  the  princefs  having  embarked  fof 
Holland,  the  kkig  removed  to  Theobalds  in  Herts^ 
where  a  feled  committee  of  the  commons  followed 
him,  and  declared  that  if  he  periifted  in  his  refufd  to 
pafs  the  militia  bill,  they  were  refolved  to  fettle  the 
militia  without  waiting  for  his  concurrence ;  and  in^ 
filled  that  he  fhould  remove  thofe  perfons  from  his 
councils  who  had  advifed  his  refufal,  and  fhould  put 
the  prince  into  their  hands ;  at  the  fame  time  proteft- 
ing  againfl  his  power  to  command  the  militia,  and  that 
thofe  who  had  already  alfumed  a  pofture  of  defence 
had  the  fanftion  of  the  law  and  of  their  vote  of  ap* 
probation.  The  king  anfwered,  that  he  had  well  con* 
fidered  the  militia  bill,  .and  faw  no  reafon  to  alter  his 
mind ;  but  that  flill  he  had  no  thoughts  but  of  peace, 

I  and  ju!(lice  to  his  people,  which  he  fhould  by  all  fair 

means  feek  to  preferve  and  maintam,  relying  upon 
the  goodnefs  of  God  for  the  prefervation  of  himfelf 
and  his  rights* 

*  This  was  the  final  clofe  of  temperate  negotiation : 

upon  the  report  of  this  anfwer,  the  two  houfes  refolved, 
on 'March  2,  1641-2,  that  the  kingdom  fhould  be 
forthwith  put  in  a  pofture  of  defence  ^  that  the  lord 
lieutenants  fhould  bring  in  their  commif&ons,  and 
cancel  them  as  illegal ;  and  ordered  the  earl  of  Nor- 
thumberland, lord  high  admiral,  to  equip  the  royal 
navy,  and  be  ready  to  put  to  fea  in  their  fervice. .  The 
whole  was  in  rapid  preparation  before  the  king  had 
^  raifed  any  force  for  his  protefllon,  and  at  length,  find- 
ing every  tranquil  interpofition  in  vain,  he  fet  off 
towards  the  North,  to  provide  for  the  fecurity  of  his 
perfon  and  his  crown, 
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O9  the  10th  of  May  following  the  parliairient 
muftered  all  the  city  militia,  confifting  of  8  or 
10,000  men,  in  Finfbury  Fields,  under  the  command 
of  SkippoHj  and  fuch  other  officers  as  they  could  truft ; 
and  required  the  militia  of  the  counties  to  do  the  like,. 
under  their  former  orders :  encouraged  by  this  general 
power,  which  does  not  appear  to  have  been  either  con- 
troverted or  refitted  at  that  time,  they  publiflied,  on 
the  26th  of  May,  a  remonftrance,  declaring  that  the 
fovereignlegiflative  powet-was  lodged  in  both  houfes, 
and  that  the  king  had  not  even  a  negative* 
'  The  king's  caufe  at  lafl  excited,  by  his  prefence  at 
York,  a  combination  of  forty-fix  of  the  nobility  to  re- 
fill the  orders  of  the  parliament,  and  to  defend  his 
perfon,  dignity,  and  crown.  The  two  houfes  then 
voted  an  army  for  the  fafety  of  the  king's  perfon, 
and  defence  of  both  houfes  of  parliament ;  and  con-; 
ftituted  the  earl  of  Effex  their  general.  During  the 
king's  (by  at  York,  he  was  defirous  of  drawing  Skip^ 
fan  into  his  fervice,  as  he  was  a  good  officer,  and  fent 
for  bim;  but  the,  parliament  wifely  gave  him  con^ 
tnury  orders,  which  he  chofe  rather  to  obey. 

When  the  civil  war  had  become  inevitable,  Skip^ 
poM  proved  himfelf  a  very  ufeful  fervant  to  the  popu- 
lar party,  and  was  very  inftrumental  in  reforming  the 
army,  efpecially  in  reducing  five  regiments  of  EiTex's 
forces  into  three,  among  which  the  earl's  own  regi- 
ment had  nearly  proved  refiraOiory  *.  Thi^  reform 
was  effe&ed  with  gre^t  ikill,  at  a  dangerous  crifis, 
when  the  king  was  preparing  to  take  the  field  i^  1645^ 
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The  origin  of  the  fyftem  iivas  afcribed  to  OU?er 
Cromwell. 

But  to  return  to  the  order  of  events : 

When  Skippon  was  ordered  to  mufter  the  trained 

bands  above  mentioned,  he  found  them   {n  a  very 

undifciplined  ftate,  which  is  fo  contrary  to  the  charac-^ 

ter  given  by  all  the  hiftorians  of  the  Artillery  Comt 

pany,  that  although  they  are  faid  to  have  met  in 

Knfbury  Fields,  and  the  Artillery  Garden  to  have  beex* 

in  fome  refpe&s  permitted  for  their  ufe,  yet  they  could 

never  have  aiToqated  with  the  Company  in  their  exer* 

dfes,  which  have  been  fo  highly  fpoken  of  in  the  pre-? 

ceding  pages.     "This  man/*  fays  Lord  Clarendon, 

c.  4.  380.  "  marched  that  day  at  the  head  of  this 

tumultuary  army^  to  the  parliament  houfe ;  but  when 

they  were  led  to  the  battle  of  Newberry^  on  the  20th 

of  Sept.  1643,  their  unexampled  fteadinefs  fecured  the 

I  prefervation  of  the  parliament  army»    No  troops  in 

'  the  kingdom  had  been  able  to   withftand  Prince 

Rupert's  well-difciplined  horfe^  till  this   tpmultuary 

I  army  for  the  firft  time  compelled  them   to  whee| 

about."     Rapin  fpeaks  of  them  as  infantry,  and  adds^^ 

that  after  the  prince  had  routed  the  cavalry  of  the 

enemy,  he  fell  upon  their  infantry,  which,  though  de^ 

j.  prived  of  the  help  ©f  the  cavalry,  received  him  with 

I  fo   much  intrepidity,    that   he  was  repulfed  fevera) 

times  without  being  able  ever  to  penetrate  *♦ 

"  The  London  trained  bands  and  auxiliary  regiments, 
of  whofe  inexperience  of  danger,  or  of  any  kind  of 
fervice  beyond  the   eafy  pra£Uce  of  their  poitures  ii| 
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die  Artillery  Garden,  men  had  till  then  too  cheap  'an 
eftimarion^  behaved  themfelves  to  wonder,  and  were 
in  truth  the  preferyation  X3f  that  army  that  day ;  for 
they  flood  as  a  bulwark  and  rampire  to  defend  the 
reft,  and  when  their  wings  of  horfe  were  fcattered  and 
difperfed,  kept  their  ground  fo  fteadily,  that  though 
Prince  Rupert  himfelf  led  up  the  choice  horfe  to  charge 
them,  and  endured  their  florm  of  fmall  (hot,  he  could 
make  no  impreflion  upon  their  ftand  of  pikes,  but 
was  forced  to  wheel  about ;  of  fo  foyereign  bejnefit  aiid 
ufe  is  that  fteadinds,  order,  and  de;j^terity  in  the  ufe  of 
their  arms,  which  bad  been  fo  much  negle£ted*." 

When  the  commons  were  preparing  to  fend  a  force 
to  Ireland  in  1646,  the  officers  deflined  for  the  ex- 
pedition deflredi  among  other  demands,  to  know  what 
generals  were  to  command  them  j  and  when  they  were 
informed  that  Siippon  and  Maffey  would  be  appointed 
as  their  general  and  lieutenant-general,  but  that  the 
houfe  h^  not  yet  determined  upon  the  reft,  they  cried 
out  with  one  voice,  that  if  the  command  was  given  to 
Fairfax^  Cromwell^  and  Skippon^  they  were  ready  to 
march.  A  colonel  was  to  receive  12^.  per  day,  and  BSf 
for  four  horfesf. 

Skippon  was  returned  for  Bamftaple,  and  took  his 
feat  in  the  following  year  1647,  and  prefented  a  pe- 
tition from  eight  regiments  ordered  for  Ireland,  that 
they  could  not  ferve  there  under  the  officers  propofed. 
Skippon,  with  Cronawell  and  others,  were  fent  to  pro- 
mife  them  pay  j  and  though  the  former  harangued 
them  with  bis  accuftomed  art,  yet  confiderable  dif- 

•Lord  Clarendon,  b.  7,  347.  Gran.  Sharp  on  Mil  67>    1 6Rush.  459. 
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ference  arofe  between  them  as  to  the  amount,  and 
they  marched  towatds  London  as  far  as  St.  Alban's ; 
upon  which  the  militia  and  trained  bands  of  London 
were  ordered  to  be  railed ;  but  the  order  was  foon 
revoked,  and  the  common  council  declared  their  hit 
tention  to  have  been  no  evil  to  the  army,  but  only  to 
proteft  the  parliament  and  themfelves  against  vio- 
lence. 

Thefe  diflenfions  increafed  the  confufion  and  alarm 
of  the  country ;  and  in  London  an  abfolute  engage- 
ment was  entered  into  by  the  citizens,  commanders, 
officers,  and  foldiers  of  the  trained  bands  and  auxilia- 
ries, young  men,  and  apprentices,  that  "  they  would 
cordially  endeavour  that  his  majefty  might  fpeedily 
come  to  his  own  houfeg  of  parliament  with  honour, 
fafety,  and  freedom,  and  that  without  the  nearer  ap,- 
•proach  of  the  army.*'  The  parliament  forbad  the 
figning  of  this  engagement  by  found  of  trumpet  and 
beat  of  drum  :  the  commotionscontinued  feveral  days; 
affemblies  were  held  and  foldiers  enlifted,  and  orders 
iffued  for  them  to  be  ready  on  the  firft  notice :  they 
petitioned  the  common  councij  to  continue  the  militia, 
and  addreffed  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  whofe  perplexity 
and  confiifion  were  fuch,  that  though  they  granted 
their  requeft  and  had  adjourned  to  the  following  day, 
the  multitude  conftrained  the  fpeaker  and  the  mem- 
bers to  refume  their  feats,  and  to  vote  that  the  king 
fhould  come  to  London. 

The  diflferences  which  continued  between  thefe  un- 
relenting parties  are  too  well  known  to  need  recapi- 
tulation, further  than  to  lead  to  the  fafts  in  which  the 
fvibjed  of  our  work  is  interefted.  Skippon  was  or- 
dered 


CH.  IV*  Car.  L^An.  1648.  V3 

deredin  1648  to  enlift  troops  in  the  city,  and  to  guard 
the  parliament  in  cafe  of  danger :  and  the  houfe  main- 
tained the  propriety  of  thefe  levies  under  colour  of  the 
city's  danger  from  the  cavaliers ;  but  the  lung's  party 
ifoputed  the  only  danger  to  Skippon,  whom  they 
threatened  with  fpeedy  expulfion  from  the  city. 

During  thefe  civil  diffenfions  there  were  few,  if  any, 
new  members  to  the  Artillery  Company,  but  they 
fiipplied  the  parliament  with  a  great  number  both  of 
officers  and  foldiers,  who  for  courage  and  condu& 
were  not  to  be  excielled.  But  the  Company,  before 
die  clofe  clofe  of  the  war^,  fell  into  the  hands  of  the 
cavaliers  ;  a  ftrong  party,  originally  from  Scotland,  full 
of  high  fpirits  and  courage,  animated  with  the  pride 
of  birth,  and  with  difdain  at  the  popular  phrenzy 
which  difregarded  it,  and  boafting,  with  fome  juftice, 
of  their  condud  in  the  field  of  a£don,  filled  with  the 
confcioulhefsof  merit  and  lofty  pretentions,  far  beyond 
what  all  the  wealth  and  revenues  of  Scotland  could 
anfwer ;  thefe  men,  attached  by  every  congenial  tie  to 
the  caufe  of  the  fuffering  mpnj^rch*,  apiong  other 
ads  of  defiance  to  the  public  claims,  feized  upon  the 
records  of  this  Company,  and  deprived  pofterity  of 
the  fatisfadion  of  thofe  internal  fources  of  information 
which  are  now  fought  for  in  vain.  The  firfl  Court 
Book,  A,  in  the  Company's  poffeffion,  begins  214 
Jan.  1656. 

Charles  was  a  fubtle  and  prpfe^ed  cafuift ;  he  learnt 
to  reconcile  the  moft  difingenuous  proteftations  to  his 
own  confcience,  and  without  an  a^fqlufe  breach  of 
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Temcity,  ftudied  by  verbal  evafions  to  deceive  his  ene«' 
mies,  and  by  mental  equivocation  to  deceive  himfelf, 
Cafuiftry,  fays  Walpole,  is  not  neceiTary  for  the  ob* 
iervance  but  for  the  breach  of  an  oath ;  an  honeft 
man,  who  iludies  cafes  of  confcience,  expefb  to  find 
that  he  need  not  be  quite  fo  honed  as  he  thought.* 

The  vork»  Iccm  Bafilikej  falfely,  though  very  com* 
monly,  afcribed  to  Charles,  was  written  by  Gauden  : 
when  the  king  difpofed  of  his  Bible,  and  other  articles 
precious  to  him,  to  his  fon  and  others,  in  his  laft  mo* 
ments,  he  never  noticed  this  boc^f. 

Skippon  was  one  of  the  moft  adive  of  the  parlia* 
mentary  generals ;  in  his  youth  he  had  ferved  with 
much  reputation  in  the  Netherlands  under  the  Prince 
of  Orange.  In  1642,  having  declared  his  adherence 
to  the  parliament,  he  was  made  major-general  of  ail 
their  forces  under  the  earl  of  Eflez  ;  the  next  year 
he  took  Grafton  Houfe,  and  fignaiized  himfelf  in  va* 
nous  actions  during  the  war,  as  a  reward  for  which  he 
was  made  governor  of  Briftol  and  Newcaftle;  he 
was  then  appointed  marihal-general  of  the  forces 
m  Iivland)  and  had  a  grant  of  IQOOl.femn.  until  for- 
feited eftAtos  of  that  value  ihould  be  fettled  on  hoar 
It  has  bcon  Hiid  that  Cromwell  created  him  a  peer. 
The  tiino  i^f  his  death  is  uncertain,  but  he  was  living 
at  the  reft  oration.  His  houfe  at  Actcm  was  near  the 
church.  His  io\\  Sir  Philip  Skippon,  the  £une  pro- 
bably \vlu>  aeoonipunit^  Mr.  Ray  in  his  travels  in  Eu- 
ropts  fold  Jt  to  Sir  Hole  lKx)ke,  bort.:  it  aqppears  to 
have  bcvn  built  in  16US  by  Sir  Henry  Garway,  and  is 
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flow  the  property  of  James  Stratton,  efq. ;  it  has  pafled 
through  feveral  hands  during  the  laft  century,  and 
Lady  Derwentwater  is  faid  to  have  refided  there  at  the 
time  of  her  huiband's  eic;ecution.  In  the  regifter  of 
the  death  of  Skippon's  wife.  Sift  Jan.  1655,  and  of 
the  marriage  of  his  daughter  on  5th  April  1655,  the 
word  *'  traytor"  appears  to  have  been  introduced  ovejr 
his  name  *. 

Some  of  the  travels  of  Ray  were  written  by  his  fon-^ 
gnd  are  printed  in  Harris's  CpUeftion. 

After  the  king  was  overpowered  and  confined  In 
Hurft  Caftle,  and  thence  brought  to  St.  James's,  15th 
Jan.  1648,  Skippon  was  appointed  by  the  parliament 
to  be  one  of  his  judges;  but  having  refufed  to  a£l,his 
name  does  not  appear  in  the  lift  of  thofe  who  were 
prefent  and  gave  their  affent  to  his  fentence,  or  of 
(hofe  who  figned  the  warrant  for  his  execution,  SOth 
Jan.  1648, 

The  fame  parliament  which  thus  endeavoured  to 
^bolifh  the  monarchy,  alfo  laid  the  axe  almoft  to  the 
root  of  the  ecclefiaftical  eftablifhments  of  the  nation  ; 
^ey  ilTued  a  commiflion  to  afcertain  the  value  by  a 
general  furvey  of  all  the  eftates  of  the  church :  the 
manor  of  Finjbury  was  found  to  b^  appropriated  to 
one  of  the  prebends  of  St,  Paul's  cathedral,  and  there* 
fore  it  received  a  clofe  infpedlion ;  the  furvey  is  dated 
in  Aug.  1649,  and  is  depofited  among  the  archives 
of  the  corporation  of  London,  and  ftates  that  twelve 
^cres,  or  thereabouts,  of  the  field  called  Bunbill  Fields 
were  then  enclofed  with  a  brick  wall  and  a  pale,  com* 
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moviy  called  or  knovm  by  the  name  of  the  New  JrHU 
kry  Ground^  four  acres  and  an  half  of  which  was  free« 
hold  land  belonging  to  the  laid  manor,  to  which  they 
had  refped  in  their  particular  valuation  of  the  pre^ 
jpifes*. 

e  Ellis,  Shored*  249* 
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CHAPTER  V. 
The  Interreguum. — 1 650-8. 


In  the  following  Axx^cSi^  Oliver  CroniweU  recarddl 
his  commiilion  of  lord-lieutaiant  of  Ireland,  and  failed 
for  Dublin ;  but  he  returned  on  81ft  May  1650,  and 
was  met  on  Hounilow  Heath  by  the  parliament  and 
the  army,  honoured  by  a  falute  from  the  guns  in  the 
park,  and  inducted  to  royal  apartments  in  the  palace 
at  Whitehall. 

Charles  II.  entered  England  by  CarUfle  with  an 
army  of  16,000  Scots  and  Englifh,  on  6th  Aug. 
1650 ;  the  battle  of  Worcefter  fucceeded  on  the  3d 
of  the  following  September,  and  in  nine  days  after*- 
terwards  Cromwell  entered  London  in  triumph  as  the 
conqueror,  while  the  defeated  monarch  and  rightful 
heir  to  the  crown  had  fecreted  himfelf  in  the  houfe  of 
the  Penderells,  farmers  at  Bofcobel,  near  Whiteladies, 
about  twenty-five  miles  from  Worcefler,  where  they  dif- 
guifed  him  as  a  peafant,  put  a  bill  in  his  |iand,  and 
pretended  to  employ  him  in  the  woods,  where  he  once 
lat  twenty-four  hours  in  an  oak,  and  faw  his  purfuers 
pais  by,  and  heard  them  talk  of  feizing  him ;  he  after^ 
wards  wandered  about,  unfheltered  and  unhonoured, 
till  he  embarked  fecretly  from  Brighthelmftone  on 
the  15th  of  Odober,  and  landed  at  Fofcan,  near 
Havre-de'^Grace,  in  Normandy,  on  the  following  day! 

Forty 
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Forty  or  fifty  perfons,  of  both  fexes,  had  at  tunes  ban 
privy  to  his  concealment,  but  n^er  betrayed  hira*. 

When  the  council  of  Oliver  was  formed  in  IGSS, 
Major Skippon  was  inferted  in  the  lift;  and  three  years 
afterwards,  when  the  proteSor  was  furroimded  widi 
enemies  and  confUdting  parties,  he  divided  England 
into  eleven  diftrifls,  and  appointed  a  major-general 
over  each,  with  extraordinary  powers*  Skippon  had 
the  command  of  one  of  {hem ;  but  it  no  where  appears 
that  he  afterwards  ailifted  in  the  ceremony  of  Crom^ 
well's  inauguration  in  Weftminfter  Hall,  on  26th  June 

Soon  after  Cromwell  had .  been  chofen  lord  pro- 
teftor  by  that  parliament,  which  received  authority 
from  himfelf,  he  was  invited  by  the  dty  to  dine  at 
Guildhall,  and  was  received  with  the  honours  ufually 
paid  to  their  lawful  fovereigns,  and,  upon  his  depart 
ture,  he  conferred  knighthood  on  Robert  Vyner,  efq. 
the  lord  mayor. 

In  return  for  this  civility,  he  invited  the  lord  mayor 
and  aldermen,  and  entertained  them  in  a  fumptuou^ 
manner  on  I6th  May  1654  j  in  a  few  days  afterwards, 
having  difcovered  a  confpiracy  againft  him  by  the  cava- 
liers, he  caufed  many  perfons  to  be  apprehended,  and 
iffued  a  proclamation  for  feizing  the  difaffefted  perfons 
within  the  bills  of  mortality ;  and  bemg  fenfible  that 
nothing  would  fo  effeftually  prevent  fuch  prafkices  as 
fecuring  the  corporation  to  his  intereft,  he  fent  for  the 
lord  mayor,  aldermen,  and  fixty  of  the  common  coun- 
cil, to  Whitehall,  where  he  acquainted  them  with  the 

*  IIumcavdLainj^. 
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nature  of  the  difcoveries  he  had  made^  and  the  con* 
feflioDS  of  many  of  the  confpirators,  earneftly  re« 
commending  to  them  the  peace  and  fafety  of  the  dty  ; 
and  in  order  to  oblige  them  in  an  extraordinary  man- 
ner, granted  them  a  commiflion  whereby  a  committee 
of  citizens  were  empowered  to  take  cognizance  of  Ae 
entire  diredion  of  the  city  militia,  and  from  time  to 
time  to  raife  fuch  forces  ^  they  (hould  judge  neceifary^ 
to  be  commanded  by  their  old  experienced  and  £dtb- 
fill  leader  major-general  Skippon ;  for  which  favonr 
they  had  for  many  years  folicited ;  and  at  the  hmt 
time  he  remitted  to  them  fome  cuftomary  burdens  and 
taxes.  By  thefe  meafures  the  prote^or  pm*chafed  his 
popularity,  and  eflfedhially  fecured  the  city  to  his  in- 
tereft. 

Thefe  meafures  and  communications  with  the  cttv^ 
encouraged  the  lord  mayor  and  commandem  of  the 
militia,  fome  tim^  after,  to  addrefs  the  protedor  for 
leave  to  revive  the  power  of  the  Artillery  Company^ 
for  the  better  difciplining  the  citizens,  whereby  they 
might' upon  any  emergency  be  enabled  to  a^  together 
for  his  defence,  and  promifed  that  none  ihould  be 
admitted  into  the  Company  but  fuch  as  were  weli 
affeded  to  his  highnefs.  The  protedor  readily  af- 
fented  to  this  requeft  *,  and  taking  the  patronage  of 
the  Company,  he  appointed  Major  Skippon  their  cap* 
tain-generaL 

In  the  year  1657,  the  Company  never  having  entirdy 
quitted  the  Old  Artillery  Garden,  were  accuflomed 
ibmetimes  to  meet  there  for  exercife ;  and  having  eSa^ 

*  1  Mait.  422. 
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The  captaia  of  the  train  bands^  and  field  officersy  two  m  ranfrf 

The  Company  in  their  cloakes,  fvordt,  and  feathers, 
two  in  rank ; 

The  lieutenant  in  the  reare,  in  hia  ctoake,  fwordj  and  feather  y 
having  his  partifan  borne  by  another  that  marcht  bye  him 
without  a  doake ; 

The  eldeft  fergeant  attended  the  prefident ;  the  other,  on  the  j 

captain}  I 

The  fermon  was  preached  by  the  Rev.  Mr,  Grigkh.  Dinner  being: 
ended,  they  proceeded  to  the  eledion  of  new  itewardi^  \amm^ 

two  marfhallt  and  a  drum  to  attend  him,  and  every  fteward 
wearing  a  laurel  upon  his  head,  wfaidi  he  put  Upon  the 
newly  ekded  Reward's  head ; 

The  motto— Love  hates  divifioa  *• 

Thele  marches  and  feffivak  were  fupported  at  the  i 

joint  expenfe  of  the  eight  fteward$,  and  feem  to  faave 
been  produftive,.  not  only  of  maintaining  the  mod  de- 
firable  harihoay  and  order  in  the  Company,  but  alfo 
of  accelerating  its  pnxnotitm  by  a  confiderable  increafe 
of  its  numbers ;  and  as  this  conftitntes  the  fpring  and 
chief  fource  of  the  utility  of  the  Company,  it  were 
much  to  be  wi(hed  that  the  praftice  were  reviv€d  at 
fome  convenient  feafon,  when  the  public  affemblage 
of  a  corps  fo  numerous  and  refpeftable  as  it  is  at  pre^ 
fent,  would  have  an  additional  and  far  more  important 
ufe  in  ftimulating  their  fellow  citizens  to  embAce  their 
eximple,  and  in  fliowing  their  vigorous  refoludon  to 
meet  and  fubdue  the  dangers  of  their  country. 

Until  about  this  period  the  Company  kept  thdir 
arms  at  the  armoury,  in  the  Old  Artillery  Groimd, 
which,  as  the  fale  to  Mr.  Wollafton  was  about  to  be^ 

•  Court  Book^  A* 
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completed,  they  ordered,  in  Aug»  1658,  to  be 
teiDOTed  to  the  New  Garden ;  and  if  it  Ihould  be 
found  that  they  had  not  fufEcient  accommodation  to 
ftowthem  there,  the  treafurer  was  direfted  to  apply 
to  the  Grocers'  Company  for  leave  to  depofit  them  in 
theffhall*. 

The  Ihort  ufurpation  of  Oliver  Cromwell  was  filled 
with  uncertainty  and  diiEculty,  and  though  valour  and 
conqueft  had  feated  him  in  the  chair  of  ftate,  yet  they 
afforded  him  a  very  indifferent  title  to  the  confidence 
and  affedion  of  the  people,  which  it  was  never  his 
gted  fortune  to  acquire :  he  died  on  the  3d  of  Sept. 
1658,  having  appointed,  or  rather  nominated,  his  fee- 
ble fon  Richard  as  his  fucceffor. 

The  contrad  which  had  beto  made  with  Mr.  WtJ- 
lafton  for  the  fade  to  him  of  the  armoury  in  the 
Old  Artillery  Garden,  now  drew  to  a  clofe  after  much 
negotiadon;  and  a  fpecial  receipt  was  figned  by 
Mr.  Ragge,  the  clerk  of  the  Con^)any,  for  300  /., 
the  pwchafe  money,  which  feems  to  be  confined  to 
the  buildings  only :  a  copy  of  the  receipt  was  ordered 
to  be  regiflered  in  the  Company's  book  as  an  evidence 
of  the  fale,  and  perhaps  there  might  have  been  fome 
other  conveyance  from  fbme  of  the  officers,  who  had 
more  dtle  in  them  than  the  clerk,  but  no  other  minutp 
appears  than  the  following : 

Copy    of  the  Receipt  for    300/.,    the   Pur  chafe   by 
Mr.  JVollafton  of  the  Old  Artillery  Ground. 
*'  Received  tlie  29th  day  of  September  in  the  year 
9f  our  Lord  1658  by  mee  James  Ragge,  clerk  of  the 
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Artillay  Company  of  London,  by  the  af^ximtmegt 
:lnd  to  the  uTe  of  the  faid  Company,  of  Richard  Woi- 
lafton  of.  London,  efq,  the  fume  of  three  hundred 
pounds  of  bwfiil  money  of  England  in  fidl  payoient 
and  fatis&dion  of  and   for  the  armoury  widi  the 
court  houfe,  and  all  other  the  ftruclures  and  buDifings 
belonginge  to  the  laid  Company,  fdtuate  and  bexnge 
in  the  Old  Artillery  Garden,  neere  the.  Spittle  in  the 
|>arifli  of  Stepney  Heath  alias  Stepney,  Bottolph  With- 
out Bifhopfgate  and  Leonard  Shorditch,  or  fome  or 
any  of  them  in  the  county  of  Middlefex,  which  the  laid 
Company  did  heretofore  ered  and  build  att  theire 
own  proper  coils  and  charges,  by  virtue  of  an  order 
graunted  to  the  laid   Company  by   the  late  Kinge 
James  and  his  counfell,  in  the  yeare  of  oure  Lord 
1622;  whereby  the  laid  Company  were  authorifed 
thereunto,  and  to  exerdfe  armes  in  the  laid  Artillery 
Garden :  and  in  full  payment  and  latisfaccon  df  and 
for  all  the  Hate,  right,  title,  interefl,  terme  of  yeares, 
pofleffion,    reverfion,  property,  daym  and   demand 
whatfoever  of  the  faid  Company,  c^,  into,  and  out  of 
the  laid  armoury  and  building,  and  every  part  and 
parcel  thereof,  and  of,  in,  and  to  all  other  the  privileges 
and  advantages  belonginge  to  the  faid  armoury  and 
buildings,  graunted  to  the  laid  Company  by  the  fione 
order,  or  otherwife  howfoever.      To  hold  the  fidd 
premifes  unto  the  faid  Richard  WoUafton,  hk  heires, 
executors,   adminiftrators  and  ailignes,   as  amply  to 
all  intents  and  purpofes  whatfoever,  as  the  laid  Com- 
pany may,  might,  Ihould  or  ought  to  have  held  and 
enjoyed  the  fame  by  any  ways  and  means  whatfi^ever 
or  howfoever  >  fo  that  the  faid  Company  and  their 

fucceflbrs, 
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facceffors,  roembere  of  the  faid  Company,  and  every* 
of  them  of  and  from  all  challenges,  claims  and  de- 
mands of,  into  or  out  of  the  faid  premifes  and  every 
or  any  part  or  parcel  thereof,  ajre  and  (hall  bee,  by  thds 
prefentSjfor  ever  barred  and  excluded;  and  it  ispromifed 
by  the  laid  Company  to  the  faid  jRichard  Wollafton,  his 
heires,  executors,  adminiftrators  and  affigns,  that  within 
one  month  next  after  the  faid  Company  ot  any  by 
Aeir  appointment  or  to  their  ufe,  ihall  receive  or  re- 
cover the  faid  order  (which  is  now  wanteirige),  and 
other  writeings  which  concern  the  premiffes ;  the  fame 
fliall  be  delivered  to  the  faid  Richard  Woolafton,  his 
heires,  executors,  admmiftrators .  and  aflignes*  In 
mtnefs  whereof  I  the  faid  James  Ragge  have  here- 
unto fett  my  hand  and  feale,  the  day  and  yeare  firft 
above  written  by  the  appointment  and  direcon  of  the 
now  prefident,  deputy  prelident,  treafurer,  and  court 
of  affiftants  of  the  faid  Company,  who  have  ordered 
the  regiftringe  hereof  ia  the  booke  belongeing  to  the 
iald  Company,  as  an  evidence  of  the  fale  of  the  pre- 
mifes to  the  £aid  Richard  WooUafton,  his  heireSi 
executors,  adminiftrators  or  ailjgnees,  accordinge  to 
the  true  purporte  and  tr^ie  meaning  hereof. 

James  Raooe." 

From  this  time  it  feems  clear  ths^t  the  Company 
wholly  withdrew  from  the  Old  Aiprillery  Garden,  and 
devoted  their  attention  towards  improving  and  fixing 
thtir  poflefRon  in  the  New  Garden,  which  they  have 
ever  fince  occupied. 

The  Company  at  this  period  commenced  and  en- 
tertained the  pradice  of  waiting  on  the  lord  mayors 
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de&y  and  tenderiiig  their  ferrices,  tritfa  the  fame 
refpef^fiil  deference  \dth  which  they  afterwards 
prdented  annually  to  thfeir  captain-generals  the  in* 
formation  of  their  eledtion  of  officers ;  a  pra£Bce 
which  had  a  beneficial  tendency  to  fecure  to  them 
refped  from  thofe  elevated  ftadons,  and  to  imprefe 
the  people  with  the  confideration  of  their  effeftive 
force  *. 

But  the  funeral  of  the  late  lord  proteSor  now 
occupied  thar  attendon,  and  there  feems  to  have  been 
fome  queftion  whether  the  trained  bands  and  the 
Company  ihould  attend  together  on  that  occafion; 
for  a  refoludon  appears  to  have  paifed  in  the  court  on  the 
6th  of  OSober  1658,  that  "  it  is  thought  good  to  move 
the  militia,  that  if  the  trained  bands  do  not  attend 
the  lord  proteftor's  funeral,  then  the  Artillery  Company 
is  ready  to  prefent  Aeir  fervices/*  And  on  the  ISth  it 
appears  that  the  militia  fent  in  two  orders ;  one,  that  the 
Company  fhould  attend  the  Right  Honourable  Sir  John 
Ireton,  deputy-prefident,  and  lord  eleft  of  the  city, 
on  the  29th,  when  he  went  to  Weftminfter  to  take 
his  oath  }  and  the  other  to  entreat  Colonel  Shepbeard 
and  others  named  to  make  an  humble  tender  of  the 
fervices  bf  the  Artillery  Company,  to  attend  the 
funeral  of  his  Highnefs  Oliver,  lord  protestor,  de* 
ceafed,  the  faid  Company  reprefenting  the  military 
forces  of  the  city  of  London,  the  militia  concaving 
the  trained  bands  to  be  too  numerous,  and  that  a  con- 
venient place  to  the  faid  Company  be  affigned  !• 

The  Company  were  accordingly  fummoned  t<x  at- 
tend the  funeral  on  the  9th  of  Nov.  following,  and 

•  Court  Book.  t  Ibid. 
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sot  to  bSL^  as  ^ey  tendered  the  honour  of  the  city 
and  of  the  Company. 

It  has  been  faid,  and  the  probaHllty  is,  that  the 
Company  did  attend  oa  ^lis  occailon,  but  there  doe$ 
not  ai^ar  any  minute  to  that  eflfeft  in  the  Court 
Book^  wi»ch  is  the  more  extraordinary,  asthey  feem. 
to  havQ  been  iblicitous  on  this  fubjed,  as  alfo  on  all 
their  public  exhibiticms  of  marching  and  ex^cifmg,  to 
preferve  a  notification  of  them^  ox  of  ibme  refbludon 
adopted  on  fuch  occafions* 

The  improvement  of  the  New  Garden  feems  to  have 
occupied  much  qf  the  attention  of  the  court  at  this 
period :  they  petitioned  the  committee  of  city  lands 
for  the  reverfion  of  the  groimd,  where  a  mill  and 
faoufes  then  ftood,  and  the  common  council  for  aa 
enlargement  of  the  field ;  and  it  feems  to  have  been 
Axax  intention  of  building  the  armoury  againft  the  foutk 
wall,  but  the  wall  was  afterwards  fmiihe4  with  an 
ircm  gate  in  the  centre  *.  And  they  treated  alfo  with 
a  Mr.  Tindall,  for  a  piece  of  ground,  lying  without 
die  rails,  near  the  Artillery  Garden  w;all,  at  the  north*- 
eaft  comer,  to  build  upon ;  and  alfo  with  one  Dob- 
(<m,  for  his  removing  his  mill  and  (heds,  and  clearing 
the  ground,  to  the  intent  the  Company  might  build 
and  fimfh  the  wall ;  and  the  weft  wall  was  ordered  to 
be  built  as  far  as  the  mill  and  houfes  would  permit  f. 

Aj^lication  was  ordered,  Sept.  1659,  to  Mr. 
Ayres,  of  FarnHam,  for  the  piAures  of  88,  belong- 
ing to  the  Company. 

The  remnant,  vulgarly  called  the  Rump  of  th^ 

*  Court  Book,  April  1,  l&'^g-  t  Ibid. 
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Long  Parliament,  confifting  only  of  forty-one  meni' 
bers,  with  Lenthall  their  fpeaker,  aflumed  the  tone 
of  authority,  and  declared  their  intention  of  pre- 
erving  the  public  liberty,  without  a  proteftor,  or  a 
houfe  of  peers :  they  conftituted  a  council  of  ftate, 
whom  they  invefted  with  the  executive  powers  and 
to  this  council  Richard  made  his  early  fubmiffion. 

Thefe  diftradions  opened  a  free  paffage  to  the  re* 
ftoration  of  the  monarchy,  through  the  means  of 
General  Monk,  who  began  his  meafures  in  Scotland, 
by  fummoning  a  convention,  and  declaring  that  he 
had  a  call  from  God  and  man,  to  march  into  England, 
and  reftore  a  lading  peace — 1659. 

Monk,  who  now  began  to  avowhimfelf  a  principal 
performer  upon  the  fcene,  had  originally  ferved  as  a 
royalift  in  Ireland,  till  he  was  recalled  and  taken 
prifoner  at  Ns^mptwich.  When  releafed  from  the 
-Tower,  at  the  conclufion  of  the  war,  he  was  employ* 
cd  by  the  parliament  in  the  reduftion  of  Irelz^d ;  but^ 
if  he  afted  from  neceflity  againft  Ormond,  he  fought 
from  choice  againft  Charles  in  Scotland.  His  under* 
(landing  was  naturally  cool,  though  fluggifli,  and  un« 
infefted  with  enthufiafm ;  his  difpofition  was  referved 
andfullen,addia;ed  to  avarice  rather  than  to  ambition, 
and  from  habitual  taciturnity  his  diffimulation  equal* 
led  that  of  the  moft  religious  hypocrite.  ^ 

On  Richard's  abdication.  Monk's  fituation  became 
precarious;  his  original  attachment  to  monarchy  had 
long  excited  the  expeftations  of  the  royalifts,  and  th^ 
diftruft  of  parliament ;  his  prefent  authority  incurred 
the  jealoufy  of  Lambert,  his  former  rival,  and  which^ 
1  .  foever 
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Ibever  party  prevailed,  he  might  expedt  to  be  411^ 
placed :  he  declared  for  the  new  parliament,  cafhiered 
the  officers  whofe  attachment  he  fulpefted,  replaced 
fuch  as  the  new  model  had  lately  fuperfeded,  and 
coUefting  his  fcattered  forces,  marched  into  England. 
The  expedition  was  encouraged,  by  the  prefbyterians, 
royalifts,  and  independents,  whofe  diminutive  parlia* 
ment  the  army  had  diflblved.  His  public  profeffions 
were  afcribed  to  the  neceffities  of  his  fituation.  With* 
out  expefting  inftrufUons,  he  marched  to  the  capital, 
in  January,  amidft  addrefles  and  acclamations  for  a 
free  parliament,  und^r  the  prefbyterians, .  who  dif- 
fembled  their  ardent  defire  to  reftore  the  king.  The 
returning  loyalty  of  the  nation  was  too  obvious  to  be 
miftaken  j  but  he  flill  preferved  an  impenetrable  dif- 
guife,  declined  the  invitation  of  Fairfax  to  declare  for 
Charles,  and  entered  the  capital,  while  each  pajtjf 
remained  in  filent  expeftation  and  fufpenfe. 

Jlis  declaration  for  a  free  parliament  was  confidered, 
as  the  iirft  certain  indication  of  his  defigns ;  but  he 
declined  all  intercourfe  or  correfpondence  with  Charles, 
as  if  ftill  irrefolute,  until  the  returns  of  royalifts  and 
prelbyterians  at  the  general  election,  on  a  final  diffolu- 
tion  of  the  long  parliament,  had  already  fecyred  the 
reftoration  of  the  throne.  The  iSeet  was  prepared  by^ 
Montague,  to  declare  for  Charles ;  Lords  Broghill  and 
Cdbt  invited  him  to  Ireland  ;  the  council  of  ftate  and 
preft)yters  feparately  tendered  him  their  fervices ;  and 
Grenville,  at  length  admitted  to  a  fecret  interview  with 
Monk,  his  kinfman,  was  difpatched,  with  affurances 
of  his  attachment  j   while  Sharp,  from  the   Scottilh 
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clergy,  negochCed  for  his  reftoratkm,  on  tbe  terms  of 
the  covenant. 

The  diffimuhdoa  fA  Monk  was,  preferred  to  die 
hSu  Grenville,  after  a  private  interview,  was  intro- 
duced as  a  ftranger  to  the  council,  and,  cm  producing 
his  letters,  was  committed  to  the  cuftody  ^  the 
guards.  When  the  new  par&ment  affembled,  the 
peers  aflumed  their  hereditary  feats  ;  the  rq>ublicans, 
whole  zeal  was  no  loiter  fupported  by  fuccefe,  were 
abandoned  to  defpair.  The  peers  (till  feared  to  ex- 
prefs  thdr  hopes  for  the  reftoration,  and,  from  the 
iilence  of  the  general,  durft  not  mendon  the  king's 
name ;  until  Grenville,  his  meifenger,  entered  amid 
the  loudefl  acclamadons,  with  a  conciliatory  declara- 
tion, which  was  immediatdy  publifhed,  and  die  confU- 
titution  of  the  three  branches  refolved  by  unanimous 
vote :  a  modon  to  confider  on  what  conditions  they 
ihould  receive  the  king  was  over-ruled  by  an  artful 
declaration  by  Monk,  that  he  was  no  longer  refponfi- 
ble  for  the  obedience  of  the  army,  or  the  public  tran- 
quillity, if  a  delay  intervened.  At  their  command  he 
broke  his  way  into  the  dty,  adting,  as  it  was  conceiv- 
ed, againft  the  royal  party.  He  drew  up  his  forces  in 
Finfbury  Fields,  made  excufes  for  the  outrage  he  had 
improvidently  committed,  and  declared  for  a  free  par- 
liament, to  the  joy  of  the  lord  mayor  and  citizens,  who 
invited  him  to  partake  of  their  liberal  hofpitality. 
Rumps  were  then  burnt  in  bonfires,  from  one  end  t>f 
the  city  to  the  other,  and  the  king's  health  was  drank 
publicly,  without  any  refervation  •. 

•  Saimon*f  Chronol. 
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On  the  10th  of  April  1660,  he  was  invited  to  an 
exercife  in  the  Ground,  and  Lord  Lucas  was  chofen  to 
lead*. 

To  encourage  the  progrefs  of  the  Company,  at  a 
crifis  fo  important  as  this,  a  new  cod£  was  introduced^ 
in  which  non-freemen  of  London  were  admitted  as 
members,  but  not  upon  the  fame  temis  as  freemen ; 
the  non-freemen  paid  a  large  fee  on  admiflion,  and 
were  obliged  to  carry  a  pike ;  freemen  carrying  mut 
kets ;  and  the  prefident,  deputy,  &c,  were  to  be 
freemen. 

•  ^ourtBook. 
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Charles  left  Breda,   embarked  at  the  Hague  in 
Montague's  fleet,  and  on  25th  of  May  arrived  at  Dover, 
where  he  embraced  Gener^il  Monk  and   decorated 
him  with  the  Order  of  the  Garter.     Thus  the  refto- 
ration  of  the  monarchy,  in  the  profcribed  houfe  of 
Stuart    was   gradually   and    joyfully  efFeded   after 
twenty  years  domeftic  wars ;  the  want  of  the  necef- 
lary  fupplies  was  one  of  the  immediate  caufes  of  the 
fell  of  the  proteftorate ;  the  corporation  of  London 
had  refufed  to  lend  money  to  the  parliament,  and  thus 
falling  oflf  from  the  Committee  of  Safety,  they  engaged 
with  General  Monk  in  the  great  work  of  the  refto* 
ration.     It  is  probable  that  the  Artillery  Company, 
which,  according  to  Blackwell,  ftood  in  high  repute 
at  that  period,  made  a  part  in  the  cavalcade  and  tri« 
umphant  proceflion  of  Charles  into  the  city,  on  his 
birth-day^   the  29th  May  1660,   becaufe    the  mod 
emineiit  of  the  nobility  and  citizens  fupported  the 
Company  by  their  fanftlon,  and  were  readily  induced 
to  lend  their  names  as  ftewards  of  their  annual  feafts, 
in  which  they  feemed  to  have  taken  great  intereft,  and 
*  which  fo  continued  for  many  years. 

One 
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One  of  the  firft  meafures  of  the  government  of 
CharlestheSecondwas  an  zGt  of  indemnity  to  all,  except 
the  regicides,  many  of  whom  were  executed,  fome 
imprifoned  for  life,  and  the  eftates  of  Skipppu  and 
others  were  confifcated. 

The  Company,  to  (how  their  hearty /concurrence  in 
the  reftoration,  chofe,  on  the-16th  June  1660,  James 
Duke  of  York  to  be  their  commander  in  chief,  the 
firft  whom  they  had  ever  honoured  with  fuch  a  title  ; 
a  committee  of  twelve  were  deputed  to  wait  c«i  him 
accordingly.  And,  as  the  king  had  appointed  the  17tli 
of  July  for  another  entry  into  the  city.  Lord  Lucas  was 
chofen  to  lead  the  Company  on  that  occafion,  and  Sir 
Edward  Maffey  to  be  bringer  up. 

The  annual  feafts  and  field  exercifes  were  continued 
with  great  fpirit,  and  the  Duke  of  York,  appears  to 
have  honoured  thofe  meetings  almoft  invariably  at  the 
head  of  the  Company,  attended  by  many  of  the  prin- 
cipal and  mbft  popular  nobility ;  it  is  curious  to  re- 
mark how  th€  Company  took  the  tone  of  the  times 
in  thefe  field  exercifes,  •  for  the  divifion  of  the  bat- 
talion was  not  into  the  Englifh  and  the  enemy,  but 
into  the  army  and  the  revolting  party  ;  and  fome  de^ 
iicacy  feems  to  have  been  obferved  for  feveral  years 
after  in  the  choice  of  a  general  to  lead  the  latter : 
thus  the  Company  were  encouraged  to  expeft  a  new 
charter,  to  obtain  which  the  court  of  affiftants  were 
ordered  to  do  every  thing.to  prepare  the  way  *.  This 
expeded  charter  was  never  granted,  but  the  fanftion 
of  the  fovereign  was  fuiEciently  evident  from  the.  at« 

•  Court  Book,  24th  May  iG6l. 
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tention  which  the  DukC/of  York  gave  to  the  Cottl* 
pany,  and  from  the  letters  fent  to  it  under  the  iign 
manual,  which  will  be  noticed  in  thdr  proper  place. 

For  the  further  promotion  of  the  Company,  which 
had  begun  to  feel  fome  difcouragement  by  feveral 
Sender  mufters,  the  lieutenancy  recommended  that  the 
.  feigeants  of  the  twelve  regiments  of  trained  bands  and 
auxiliaries  of  the  city,  with  the  Tower  Hamlets,  not  al- 
ready entered  into  the  Company,  fhpuld,  with  tiie  con- 
ient  of  the  court  of  afhflants,  have  their  admittaiice 
without  paying  any  fine,  but  were  to  pay  quarten^ 
.  with  die  reft  of  the  members.  This  was  agreed,  upon 
condition  that  the  refpeftable  commiflloned  oflSicers 
who  were  not  already  entered,  to  whom  thofe  fer- 
geants  belonged,  fliould  enter  themfelves  according 
to  the  above-mentioned  recommendation  of  the  lieu* 
tenancy,  and  pay  their  fine  *. 

This  produced  a  confiderable  acquifition  of  mem- 
bers. 

The  court  gave  leave  for  a  butt  to  be  fet  up  in  the 
Garden  in  May  1 664  ^  and  the  following  Auguft  the 
Company  held  a  general  day  of  exercife,  and  marched 
to  Baulmes  for  that  purpofe. 

In  1664,  his  majefty  appointed  hi&  brother  the  Duke 
of  York  captain-general  of  the  Company,  who  con- 
timied  for  many  years  to  be  a  great  promoter  of  its 
welfare,  and  often  on  the  annual  feftivals  led  them 
on  thdr  march  t. 

This  example  was  followed  by  the  king's  friends 
who  had  principally  contributed  to  his  reftoration ; 

•  Court  Book,  8&  July  1662«  t  Blac3cwcll. 
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^mongil  whom  were  Prince  Rupert,  the  Di^e  of  Mon- 
mouth, General  Monk  created  Duke  of  Albemarle^ 
the  Duke  of  Orftiond,  Admiral  Montague  created  Earl 
of  Sandwich,  Earl  of  Manchefter,  Earl  of  Anglefey,. 
Lord  Craven,  &c.  &c« 

But  notwithftanding  this  great  encouragement,  there 
feems  to  have  been  fome  attempts,  perhaps  arifing  from 
a  jealoufy  ot  its  power,  to  eflfeft  the  depreflion  of  the 
Company,  which  are  to  be  coUefled  only  from  flight 
and  obfcure  hints  in  its  annals ;  fuch  as  the  ilender 
mufters  already  mentioned,  and  an  attempt,  from  what 
quarter  does  not  appear,  of  converting  the  Artillery 
Garden  into  a  burial  place  in  1665 ;  againil  which  the 
preiidcgats  Sir  Thomas  RobrnJoUj  exerted  himfelf  with 
fuffident  adivity  and  fuccefe,  to  produce  from  the 
court  of  aififtants  an  unani^xious  vote  of  thanks  for, 
his  great  love  and  rei^£t,  and  his  name  was  ordered 
to  be  entered  in  the  great  book  in  letters  of  gold. 

The  general  conflagration  of  London  in  1666 
reached  the  walls  of  this  Company ;  but  the  lofs  of 
their  earlier  archives  have  already  been  otherwife  ac« 
counted  for  in  the  reign  of  Charles  L  Mr.  Bhckwell^ 
in  his  fiiort  account  of  the  Company,  muft  have  been 
greatly  mifled  to  attribute  the  lofs  to  this  fire,  when  the 
Court  Book,  A,  which  commences  in  1656,  was  in  his 
time  (q>en  to  infpe£ti(H^  as  it  is  at  prefent.  The  only 
iK)tioe  which  is  taken  of  that  dreadful  vKitation  was 
an  order  made,  without  comment  or  obfervation,  on 
the  20th  Oa.  1666,  for  the  repair  of  a  breach  in  the 
wall  by  the  great  fire  *• 

•  Court  Book. 
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In  June  1669,  the  Company  attended  the  funeral  of 
Colonel  Shepheard,  their  treafurer,  and  leave  was! 
granted  to  affix  his  effigies  in  the  north  tvall,  with  an 
infcriptiott. 

The  Company  have  always  exercifed  a  right  of  ex- 
pulfion  of  refiraftory  and  unworthy  members.  The 
firft  entry  on  the  Court  Book  feems  to  have  been  for  a 
caufe  of  a  domeftic  nature.  "  The  name  of  John 
Currey,  for  his  unmanly  a6Kon  in  biting  of  his  veife's 
nofe,  was  ordered  to  be  razed  out  of  the  Company's 
great  booke  *.** 

The  affociation  and  connexion  of  the  Company 
with  the  militia  receives  a  further  evidence,  from  a 
refolution  of  court  on  the  14th  of  the  following  Fe- 
bruary, that  the  field  officers  of  the  trained  bands  and 
of  the  Tower  Hamlets,  being  member  of  the  Com- 
pany, and  paying  quarterage,  might  be  admitted  to 
lit  in  the  court  of  affiftance,  and  be  fummoned  by 
tickets,  as  the  reft  of  the  Company  were. 

The  Society  had  fo  much  advanced  its  interefts, 
that  in  1674  a  new  armoury  was  ordered  to  be  built, 
and  a  deputation  was  fent  to  the  Duke  of  York,  to 
pray  his  royal  highnefs  to  commuAicate  this  determin- 
ation to  the  king;  the  eftimate  amounted  to  2500 /. 
Hence  it  became  neceflary  that  they  fliould  be  very  dr- 
cumfpect  in  every  proper  etiquette,  and  in  preparing 
a  general  march  through  the  city  :  this  was  fixed  for 
the  26th  of  May,  and  every  niu(keteer  was  direded  to 
provide  himfelf  with  a  bright  head-piece,  a  plume 
of  red  feathers,  according  to  the  ancient  and  conftant 

•  Court  Book,  Dec.  0%  \670* 
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eaftom  for  tlie  iftutketeers  to  marchTa  accoutred  he^ 
fore  the  late  fire ;  the  march  was  attended  by  a  traia 
of  Artillery  of  fiz  fi^ld  pieces  and  two  waggotis,  and 
twenty-four  maHhals,  with  blunderbufies  and  bufie- 
coats,  to  attend  the  train  *• 

In  October  le?^,  330  archers,  moft  richly  ha- 
Intedt  appeared  in  Moorfields,  this  Company  having, 
ordered  that  they  fliould  not  draw  up. in  the  Garden^ 
to  compliment  Sir  Robert  Vmer,  then  lord  mayor ;' 
irora  thencje  diey  marched'  through  Wood-ftreet  into 
Cbeapfide,  and  pafled  by  the  north  fide  of  St.  Paul's^ 
and  round  into  Cheapfide  again,  and  fo  to  Guildhall, 
where  they  waited  to  receive  the  king  and  the  lord* 
mayor*  When  the  king  had  viewed  and  paSed  by 
them,  they  marched  to  Chrift's  church,  where  a 
noble  dinner  was  given  at.  the  eicpenfe  of  the  lord^ 
mayor.  Their  ilandard  was  guarded  by  fix  crc^bow*-' 
men*  Ail  the  officers  wore  green  icarfs,  knd  eyery 
bowman  a  green  riblxm  t*  They  were  accuftomed  on 
diefe  occafions  to  con£er  titles  of  honour  on  the  mod 
deferving^  fuch  as  duke  of  l^oreditch,  marquis  oi 
Iflington},  &C. 

,  Tias  Society  was  afterwards  incorporated  into  file 
archers  divifion  of  the  Artillery  Company  §  ;  but  that 
divifioQ  was  afterwards  difcontinued,  until  a  fliort  r^ 
m^i  of  it,  about  the  year  1 780,  when  the  Toxophelites 
were  admitted  to  join  the  battalion,  with  which  diey 
remajoed  as  aflbciated  members  but  a  very  (hort  time. 

IVe  meafures  for  building  an  armoury  were  ftill 
earned  on,  and  feme  members  of  the  Company  offered' 

•  Court  Book.  t  Hargravc's  Anecdotes  of  A^c^>e^y,  York,  179'2t 
p.  61.  £IIis*i  Shord.  351.  CourtBook.  *%  7  Archaelo.    §  Ellis,  S51. 
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various  Mnfrfbutibtis,  iimong  which  Sir  ThomaiS  VRde 
Sent  a  quantity  of  bricks. 

The  king  having  been  for  fome  time  guided  by  the 
councils  of  the  Caial^  and  the  Duke  of  York,  the  heir 
apparent;  having,  with  his  majefty's  approbati<xi, 
married  the  Princefs  Maria  d'Eile,  of  the  Romifh 
church,  was  plunged  into  inextricable  difficulties^  which 
difturbed  the  remaining  years  of  his  reign.  Thele, 
with  feveral  other  caufes  of  publitf  difcontent,  contri- 
buted to  deprive  him  of  the  confidence  of  his  people, 
and  to  render  him  jealous  of  every  one  intruiled  with 
any  of  the  conftituted  authorities.  They  faw  with 
concern  his  diflimulation  in  abjuring  the  popifh  pa** 
fuafion,  while  he  hear4  mafs  at  his  private  chapel^ 
and  gave  his  cordial  fupport  to  his  brother,  alfo  ant 
avowed  pajHft ;  and  they  felt  juftly  alarmed  for  their 
common  privileges,  while  they  heard  his  promifes  of 
zealous  protection,  from  the  lips  of  thofe  who  taught 
him  to  adopt  their  violent  councils  *• 

James  duke  of  York  was  unfortunately  the  chief 
Obje£fc  on  whom  thefe  public  diflatisfa&ions  were 
doomed  to  falL  Hie  ftorm  which  hovered  over  him. 
was  readily  discovered  by  the  king,  at  whofe  requeft 
he  withdrew  to  Bruflels  in  1678,  but  returned  in  the 
Allowing  year,  upon  the  report  of  his  brother  htving^ 
been  feized  with  an  intermittent  fever ;  and  afterwards 
it^fided  in  Scotland. 

The  difcontent  which  prevailed  againft  him,  was 
confiderably  augmented,  by  a  charge  made  by  Bedloe, 
upon  his  death  bed,  in  Auguft  1680j  that  he  had 

been 
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been  concerned  in  the  popiih  confpiracyi  \yhich  had 
lately  occupied  much  of  the  public  attention  j  though 
Bedloe  condefcended  to  acquit  both  the  duke  and  the 
queen  of  any  defign  againft  the  king's  life.  He  wa^ 
foon  after  prefented  at  Weftminfter  as  a  popifh  re- 
cufant,  and  the  king  was  obliged  to  fend  him  to 
Scotland  *• 

Every  meafure  which  could  tend  to  imprefs  the 
public  mind,  and  awaken  its  energy  againft ,  the  re- 
ligious perfualion  of  the  Duke  of  York,  was  raifed 
and  fomentedp  The.  terrors  which  the  late  dreadful 
conflagration  had  univerfally  fpread,  and  the  confe- 
quent  alarm  which  fo  awful  a  diftrefs  was  likely  to 
excite,  were  greatly  augmented,  by  its  being  afcribed 
to  the  papifts ;  and  when  the  citizens  confidered  that 
the  Duke  of  York  was  himfelf  a  papift,  and  the  def" 
tined  heir  to  the  crown,  they  could  not  reftrain  their 
anxiety,  whieh  was  congenial  with  tho.  feelings  of 
raoft  other  parts  of  the  people.  This  gave  a  difcolour 
to  every  a&  of  the  court,  and  a  difcredit  to  every  pro* 
feffion  of  its  zeal  for  the  public  welfare.  The  Houfe 
of  Commons  therefore  refolved  vigoroufly  to  purTue 
the  bill  of  exclufion  of  the  Duke  ,of  York  from 
the  fucceffion  to  the  crown,  and  of  all  papifts  from 
the  legiflature,  and  the  citizens  were  urgent  in  fecond- 
ing  their  views ;  but  their  meafures  were  interrupted 
by  an  unexpe£tad  prorogation,  when  they  were  pro* 
ceeding  to  the  trial,  of  feveral  noble  perfonages  for 
their  concern  in  the  plot.  The  city  prefented  an 
addreis,  reprefenting  their  folicitude  for  his  majefty's 
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and  the  public's  fafety,  and  that  the  trials  nri^t  be 
permitted  to  proceed  on  the  day  of  the  proix^tioii ; 
but  this  petition  was  anfwered  by  a  diffoliitien  •* 

•Many  of  the  private  'friends  of  Charles  faw,  with 
the  utinoft  anxiety,  that  his  friendfhip  for  his  brother 
would  be  the  means  of  his  own  ruin :  the)^  ventiired 
to  prefs  him  to  yield  rather  to  his  own  important  in- 
■ferefts,  than  to  facrifice  them  and  the  public  tranquil- 
litry  alfo  in  the  fervice  of  one  who  feemed  to  have  but 
'  little  •  hope  of  acqinring  any  general  efteem ;  -and  the 
Dutchefs  of  Portfmouth,  who  was  abfolute  miftrels  of 
the  king's  mmd,  was  made  the  inftrument  of  the 
Commons,  to  favour  the  exclufion  bill,  under  the  per- 
fuafion  that  if  fhe  could  procure  the  royal  affent  to  it, 
they  would  not  urge  him  to  declare  his  fucceflfor, 
Avbich  would  open  a  way  for  her  to  prevail  upon  him 
to  nominate  her  own  fon  ;  while  Ae  Duke  of  Mon- 
mouth was  ading  the  fame  part,  with  afimilar*  view  \. 
At  a  conjundure  fo  critical  as  this,  it  was  more 
than  ever  effential  to  the  intereft  of  the  court  that  the 
city  fhould  be  governed  by   men  whofe  fentihients 
were  likely  to  cooperate,  or   at   leaft  to  favour   its 
grand  defigns :  the  eleftion  of  ^  lord  mayor,  and 
afterwards  of  flieriffs  for  London  and  Middlefes,  be- 
came the  fubjeft  of   their  influence    and  attentive 
tonfideration :  the  Artillery  Company  could  not  fail 
to  attraft  not  only  the  notice  of  the  cabinet  but  of 
the  people  ;  their  former  meafures  and  opinions  were 
no  doubt  examined  with*  critical  attention,  and  their 
power  was  regarded  with  diligent  care  ;    and  it  may 

*  Rapin.     Sabnon.  t  Hapin.    Bui  net. 
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per^ps  liave  been  by  their  influence  that  Sir  John 
Moor,  a  great  friend  of  the  court  party,  was  elefted 
to  the  chair :  this  is  the  more  probable,  bccaufe  we 
find- that  fo  confiderable  was  the  rank  which  the 
Company  held  in  the  city,  and  its  influence  in  ail  im- 
portant eled^ions,  that  it  had  become  a  proverbial 
queftion  oh  all  thofe  occafions  to*  inquire,  "  Who  is 
the  Artillery  Company  for  ?"  And  previous  to  the 
time  when  the  court  of  aldermen  agreed  tliat  the 
members  of  their  court  fhoi^ld  fucceed  to  the  chair  by 
feniority,  it  was  ufual  for  this  Company  to  confer  its 
command,  on  a  general  exercife  day,  on  fuch  of  the 
aldermen  as  they  intended  fhould  be  elected  lord 
jnayor  at  the  next  eje^ion  *.  The  eledion  of  fhe- 
riffs  was  carried  on  amidft  confufion,  hurry,  and  in^ 
trigue,  and  a»  it  appeared  to  both  parties  as  effen- 
tially  neceffary  to  be  fure  of  favourable  juries, 
each  of  them  exerted  every  nerve  to  obtain  iheriffs 
of  their  own  perfuafion ;  but  th«  court  having  fe?? 
cured  the  intereft  of  Sir  John  Moor,  the  lord  mayor, 
and  a  confiderable  part  of  the  aldermen,  they  fuc- 
ceeded  in  the  eleftion  of  two  perfons  agreeably  to 
dieir  wifh :  this  ekfHon  of  (herifFs  afforded  an6ther 
caufe  for  general  diflatisfaction  and  co;nplaint.  From 
-the  unjuft  interference  of  the  court,  through  the 
aSivity  of  the  lord  mayor,  the  citizens  protefted 
againft  the  meafures  adopted,  and  the  pickure  of  jhe 
Duke  of  York  in  Guildhall  was  intemperately  defaced : 
the  king  exprefled  his  difguft  at  this  condud,  and 
the  court  of  aldermen,^  by  a  folemn  refolution  on  the 

»  Blackwell. 
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27th  of  January  1681,  e:|cprefre(l  (heir  abhorrence 
of  the  indignity,  and  offered  a  reward  of  500/. 
for  the  difcovery  of  the  offender  *.  It  was  natural 
that  fuch  a  cabinet  as  guided  the  meafures  of  the 
fovereign  fliould  regard  with  fome  jealoufy  the  in- 
creafing  power  of  the  Artillery  Company,  and  there- 
fore  his  majefty  being  tolerably  fatisfied  with  the 
men  who  at  that  time  prefided  over  its  affairs, 
was  determined  to'  fecure  himfelf  againfl  the  pro- 
bability of  any  change  j  which  may  ferve  to  explain 
his  letter,  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy : 

CHARLES  R. 

Trusty  and  wdl  bclovcd»  wee  greet  you  well|  Wfaereu 
W4  are  well  fatUfjred  of  the  loyalty  and  abilities  of  the  prefent 
ofEcert  employed  in  the  Artillery  Company,  ^nd  are  therefor^ 
willing^  out  of  our  conceme,  and  care,  for  the  good  govern* 
inent  therjcof,  that  noe  alteration  or  change  bee  made  therein^  by 
removing  any  of  them  out  of  theire  employments  or  introdncing 
any  others ;  wee  have  thought  fit  hereby  to  fignify  the  lame  to 
you  as  a  matter  conducing  to  bur  fervice^  wherein  accordingly  wee 
^pcft  yQur  ready  comply»ncc,  and  foe  not  doubting  tfi^reof  wee 
^id  you  farewell. 

Given  at  our  Court,  at  Whitehall,  9th  A^y  of  February 
1680-1,  in  the  three  and  thirtieth  yeareof  our  reigne. 

Py  His  Majeftie's  Cponnand, 

CONWAy. 

However  plaufi^le  thefe  ej^preflions  pf  regard  might 
appear,  they  were  neverthelefs  accompanied  with  v^ 
direftion,  that  "  no  alteration  fhould  be  made"  in  the 
officers  of  the  Company,  which  tended  to  abrogate 
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the  rigbt»  of  which  the  Company  had  never  before 
been  deprived,  of  elefting  their  own  ofScers,  at  their 
own  time;  and  though  there  were,  and  aure  at  this  d^y, 
many  inilances  on  the  records  of  their  reeleding  the 
fame  preiident,  colonel,  and  treafurer,  yet  they  had 
the  iatisfadion  of  freely  uiing  their  eledive  franchife, 
aad  of  offering  by  that  free  choice  the  faighefl  tefU* 
mony  of  thar  moft  cordisil  approbation ;  and  any  in- 
fiingemeift  of  this  right  was  at  that  moment  of  pecu* 
liar  importance  in  their  eyes,  as  the  king  had  very 
lately  diflblved  the  parliament,  and  fummoned  another 
to  meet  at  Oxford  on  the  21(1  of  the  following 
March,  and  the  eleftion  for  the  city  of  London  was 
foed  for  the  14th  of  February. 

The  Company  therefore  muft  h^ve  been  defirous 
of  fome  explanation  of  the  terms  of'  the  preceding 
letter ;  and  although  I  do  not  find  any  minute  upon 
the  Court  Book,  yet,  from  the  language  of  the  lettejr 
which  followed,  it  may  be  fairly  concluded  that  fome 
application  was  made  to  the  council,  which  produce4 
a  fecond  letter  in  thef^  term; ; 

CHARLES  Rp 

T&U8TV  and  Vddl  belaved,  wee  ^ct  yott  Wicll.  Where«> 
u  vee  9re  |;iven  to  undjcrAand  tb^t  fome  4oubts  have  arifen  con- 
cerning the  explanation  of  our  letter,  under  our  royall  iignature, 
heaving  date  the  9th  of  thif  infbu^t,  February :  Wee,  therefore, 
out  of  our  royall  care  or  the  welfare  and  good  government  of  our 
ArtHlery  Comp«nyi  have  thought  fit  hereby  to  figaify  to  you  that 
it  vk  i>ur  wtU  and  pieafuie  that  al)  thofe  who  were  in  ajiy  employ •> 
TQcnty  tru^  office,  or  coipmand  in  that  our  /Vrtillery  Company 
the  lall  yeare,  (hall  remayne  and  continue  foe  for  the  yeare  en- 
faing;  aad  in  €afe  of  the  death  or  other  incapacity   of  any  of 
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ihtrn,  that  the  Coun  of  Affiftants  proceed  to  t  free  choke  {or 
fupplying  thofe  vacancies.  And  wee  do  farther  dire6i  that  the 
leadings  in  the  Artillery  Ground  (hall  bee  performed  as  they*  have 
heen  for  thefe  two  or  three  yeares  laft  paft,  «nd  noe  otherwiTc, 
wherewith  wtec  expe^  your  ready  complyaQce,  and  foe  not  doubt* 
ing  thereofj  wee  bid  yo^  farewelL 

Given  at  our  Courj  at  Whitehall  the  i6th  day  of  Febniafjt 
"m^^Sio^r,  in  the  three  and  thirtieth  year  of  our  reigne* 

.     By  Hit  Majeftic*!  Command^ 

CONWAY. 

After  readmg  his  Majeftie's  letter  (at  a  Gene- 
ral Court,  held  at  tKe  Armory,  in  the  Artillery  Gar- 
den, the  2 III  of  February  1681),  the  Company  una- 
nimoufly  and  cheerfully  acquiefced  (noe  man  oppofing 
it)  with  his  Majeftie's'toyall  commands,  in  every  parti- 
cular of  his  faid  letter. 

Whereupon  an  eminent  member  introduced  a 
motion',  That  the  Company  would  now  confider 
whether  it  were  not  their  duty  humbly  to  fatisfie  his 
Majeftfe,  arid  certifie  the  world  of  their  abhorrence  of 
the '  paper  produced  at  the  proceedings  againft  the 
Earl  of  Shafteibury,  called  an  Affociation,  and  all 
fuch  forts  of  leagues,  afTodations,  and  confpiracies, 
and'  the'  contrivers  thereof.  With  which  motion 
the'  whole  court,  as  readily  as  they  affented  to  the 
htter,  concurred:  and  agreed,  las  one  man,  that 
the  Court  of  Ai&ftants  £hould  forthwith  draw  up 
fuch  an  Addrefs  in  the  name  of  the  Company,  de- 
claring their  abhorrence  and  deteftation  of  the  faid  , 
Affociation,  or  any  thing  of  that  ^nd,  and  prefent 
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it*  to  his  Maj€ftie:by  iuch  perfons  as  the  Court  Qi[ 
Affiftants  Ihould  think  fit. 

And;  accordingly,  on  the  28d  of  the  fame  February, 
'  the  Court  agreed  upon  the  following  Addrefe,  Sir 
William  Pritchard  being  Prefxdent : 

TO  THE  KING'«  MOST  EXCELLENT  MAJESTIE. 

May  it  plxask  your  Majestib^ 

WiB  yaor  M^jediVs  mod  loya]>  dutiful,  and  obedient 
fubjeat^  the  Prefident,  Vicc-Prcfidf  nt,  Tr^afurer,  Court  of  Affift-? 
antf ,  aad  Body  of  the  Artillery  Compaay  of  your  Citty  of  Loudpn, 
betug  truely  fenfifale  of  the  great  happyncs  which  wee  and  all  other 
your  Majeftie'a  fubjeds  enjoy  under  your  Majeftie's  moll  wife> 
legally  jttftt  mercifuU^  and  profpcrous^goYernment,  cannot  but  with 
horror  and  amazement  looke  back  upon  the  ruine  and  defiru&ion 
in  which  your  moft  facred  perfbo,  excellent  governnient»  and  che£» 
kingdoms  were  latdy  in  danger  of  being  fwallowcd  qp,  by  means 
of  an  horrid  and  traiterous  confptracy  and  aflfociation,  the  forme 
and  modell  whereof  was  feizcd  in  rhe  clofctt  of  the  Earl .  of 
Skaftcfbury  by  one  of  the  clerks  of  your  moft  Honourable  Privj 
Council. 

Such  an  open  and  barefaced  proje£iand  bond  of  rebellion  ascertain- 
ly  the  world  never  before  faw,  in  which  the  accurfed  confpirators 
have  maeh  outdone  the  original],  after  which  they  copyed,  the 
folemn  league  and  covenant,  and  the  holy  league  of  France,  .by 
which  (notwithftanding  the  duty  and  allegiance  which  they  owe 
your  Majeflie,  your  lawfull  heyres,  and  fucceffors)  they  fwcare 
obedience  to  fome  of  their  fellow  fubjedts,  and  upon  condition  that 
they  enter  into,  fubfcribe,  and  fweare  the  faid  traiterous  Afibcia- 
tion,  by  which  they  covenant  and  combing  together,  by  force,  to 
difband  your  Majeftie's  (landing  forces,  a  guard  which  all  your 
truly  loyal  fubjefts  thinke  be  necefiary  to  the  fafety  of  your  royall 
perfoo  and  crowne,  that  none  can  diilike  them  or  be  terrified  by 
them,  but  thofe  who  are  fiudying  and  attempting  the  dedrudUon 
of  both  by  which  they  fweate,  with  their  joynt  and.  particular 
forces,  to  purfuc  unto  deftmdion  all  fueh'  as  upon  any  title  what- 

foevtr 


106  fl.J.C., 

foever  (not  your  Majcftie's  moft  facred  perfon  iexcepUd)/ihaII  op- 
pofe  fhe  ends  of  this  AfTociation. 

Now,  although  no  words  can  ftifficiently  exprelTe  the  wicked- 
aefle  and  viUany  of  this  confpiracyy  which  would  (had  it  not  by 
God's  g^cious  providence  and  your  Majeftie's  wifdom  been  pre* 
vented)  have  deprived  youf*  Majeftie  of  that  power  with  which 
God  hath  entruHcd  you^  and  fubje6ked.  your  good  fubjeAs  to  the 
lawlelTe,  aibttrary,  and  tyrannicall  power  of  a  handfnll  of  their 
fellow-fubjeAs,  who,  by  force  of  armesp  under  the^fpecious  pre* 
tcnccs  of  fecuring  religion  and  propertyj  would  have  enHavcd 
jthem^  though  neither  the  wickednefle  of  their  defigiie»  nor  our  juft 
dcteftation  and  abhorrence  of  it  can  be  fuficicntly  expreffed. 

Yet  wee  humbly  beg  leave  to  aflure  your  Majeftie  that  wee  doe 
from  our  fouls  dcteft  and  abhor  this  and  all  other  traiterous  aflb- 
ciatioqs  upon  what  pretence  foever,  and  fhall  alway  (as  in  duty 
bound)  be  ready  and  chearfully  willing  to  fpend  the  laft  drop  of 
our  blood  in  the  defence  of  your  moft  facred  perfon^  crownci  dig* 
Bity,  and  prerogative,  your  heyrcs  and  lawful  fucceilbrsi  and  your 
government  ia  church  and  ftate,  as  by  law  efbibUflied*. 

It  is  remarkable  that  the  Covenantythe  famous 
dogma  for  which  fo  much  blood  was  fpilt  in  Scotland, 
and  which  Charles  I.  and  Charles  II.  were  fwom  to 
znaintain,  was  never  found  by  Clarendon  among  the 
Scot  records  which  were  removed  to  the  Tower  in 
1651  and  1661 :  thefe  were  loft  in  the  wreck  of  the 
veflel  which  was  conveying  them  back  to  Scotland 
after  their  reftoration. 

"When  the  Duke  of  York  arrived  from  Scotland  in 
the  following  April,  1682,  the  corporation  congratu* 
lated  him,  in  form,  on  his  happy  return,  and  attended 
him  to  St,  James's  j  and  he  was  foon  after  invited  by 
the  Artillery  Company  to  their  annual  feaft  at  Mer- 
chant Taylors'  Hall,  as  their  captain-general^  which 
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he  accepted,  and  tvas  attended  by  ^  great  number  of 
the  nobifity,  who  were  all  fplendidly  entertained*- 
Thofe  who  deprecated  the  Duke  of  York's  fucceffion, 
invited  a  large  public  meeting  to  hear  divine  fervice, 
as  a  thankfgiving,  at  St.  Michael's  church>  in  Comhill, 
on  the  21ft  of  April,  and  afterwards  to  dine  at  Haber- 
daih^'s  Hall ;  but  the  council  fufpeding  the  confe- 
quence  of  fo  plaufible  an  aflembly,  iiTued  an  order 
ta  prevent  it  t. 

It  was  underftood  that  the  king's  letters  empowered 
the  Court  of  Afliftants  to  remove  fuch  perfons  out  of 
place  or  truft  in  the  Company  "  as  they  could  agree  of," 
and  therefore,  in  the  fame  months  three  members  of 
the  court  were  voted  out  and  three  others  were  ele&ed 
to  fupply  the  vacancies*  In  what  manner  fuch  fteps 
were  noticed  or  fubmitted  to,  neither  the  domeftic 
hiftory  of  the  time  nor  the  records  of  the  Company 
afford  any  evidence. 

But  in  the  iame  year  a  confid^rable  acquifidon  of 
rank  and  fortune  was  added  to  the  roll  of  its  members^ 
by  the  following  fignatures  in  the  ancient  Vellum 
Book :  Halifax,  Somerfet,  Hamilton,  Arran,  Hunting- 
don, Sunderland,  Kildaire,  Gerard,  Effingham,  Kin- 
fele,  &c.  &c.  The  hiftory  of  the  times  will  fufficiently 
explain  on  what  fide  the  influemce  of  the  Company 
was  likely  to  prevail,  by  this  addition  to  its  lift. 

The  opinions  of  which  Charles  was  jealous,  received 
energy  and  effed  by  the  meafures  which  he  adopted 
to  fuppreis  them;    the  difputes  between  York  and 
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Monmouth,  whig*  and  tory,  divided  the  country, 
and  produced  the  difcord  and  jargon  of  party  fpirit. 
The  Artillery  Company,  like  all  others,  could  not  be 
expeded  to  efcape  the  venomous  ihafts  which  the  ill 
favour  of  the  times  fcattcred  indifcriminately  round, 
'this  Society  had  become  obnoxious  to  the  monarch ; 
he  refolved  to  interrupt  the  influence  which  it  had  ac- 
quired, and  to  break  through  its  ancient  rights  and  an- 
nual elefkJons ;  he  therefore  fent  them  a  letter,  of 
which  the  follQwing  is  a  copy,  appointing  the  Court  of 
Affiftants  himfelf,  from  year  to  year,  with  power  to 
fejeft  whom  they  pleafed,  and  eled  others  more  ac- 
ceptable to  himfelf  j. 

CHARLES  R. 

Tbpity  and  wdl-bdoredy  wee  greet  you  well.  Wee  be- 
in;  fatisfied  of  the  loyalty^  good  affe^on,  and  abillities  of  the 
ptcfent  officers  and  commanders  of  our  Artillery  Company ;  an4 
baTeing  received  good  teftimony  of  their  conduct  and  leading  for 
thcfe  two  or  three  years  laft  paft.  Wee  are  willing  to  (hew,  not 
only  ourroyall  favour^  but  our  fpecial)  concern  for  the  welfare  of 
•ur  faid  Company.  And  fpr  the  better  prefervation  of  it  in  it^ 
ancient  good  order  and  difciplincs  by  CQntinueing  the  fame  officers 
and  commanders  in  our  faid  Company^  without  removeing  or  cbango- 
ing  any  of  them)  Oure  will  and  pleafure  therefore  h.  That  all  tho/e 
whoe  have  bin  imployed  this  laft  yeare,  in  any  truft^  office,  or  com- 
mand in  our  faid  Compaivy^  (baQ  rcmaine  and  continue  for  the  ycare 
enfueing^  unlcfs  the  court  of  affiftance  doe  £ee  canfe  to  remove  or 

•  The  insignia  of  the  whigs  has  always  be*n  the  blue  colour,  from  the 
covenanters  in  Scotland  Itaving  adopt cti  that  colour*  from  the  history 
of  the  ancient  Israc'lites*  who  were  ci\)oincd  to  put  upon  the  fringe 
of  their  garments  a  ribbon  of  blue,  to  be  a  remembrance  to  them» 
throughout  their  generations,  of  the  commandments  of  the  Lord. 
Numb.  XV.  38,  9  Laing.  lo,^. 
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xhsflge  any  of  them,  which  wcc  Ictvc  wholy  to  thicir  diflcmioni 
And  in  cafe  of  the  death,  removedl,  or  any  other  incapacity  of  any 
of  them,  that  the  court  of  affi(^antfl  doe  forthwith  proceed  to  a  new 
choyce  of  perfons  fitly  qualified  for  the  fupplyingof  fuch  Tacancies. 
Our  faither  will  and  pleafure  is,  Thsit  tlie  leadings  of  our  faid  Com- 
^ny  in  the  Artillery  Ground,  (hal  be  performed  and  obferred,  as 
they  have  bin  for  thefe  two  or  three  yeareslaft  pai^,  and  not  other- 
wife.  And  foe  expeAing  your  ready  complyaoce  herein.  Wee  bid 
you  fiircwcll. — Given  at  our  Court  at  WhitchaH,  the  laft  day  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1682-3,  in  the  five  and  thirtieth  year  of  our  reign. 

Superfcribed  to  oiir  irufty  and  wcl-bcloved,  the  prefident, 'vicc- 
preiident,  trettfurer,  and  court  of  aflidance  of  our  Artillery  Com* 
pany.  By  His  M^eftie^Ji  Commsmd, 

L.  JENKINS, 

Letters  to  this  effed  were  annually  received  by  the 
Company,  during  the  reigns  of  CharlesIL  and  James  IL  ^ 
and  great  platifibility  is  remarkable  in  their  languagei 
teftifying  that  the  meafure  which  abridged  thdr  rigfatS| 
was  the  reftilt  of  great  regard  for  their  welfare. 

Charles  was  at  this  time  careful  to  feek  every  meam 
tn^iis  power  to  maintain  and  increafe  his  popularity, 
while  he  was  endeavouring  to  ftiSe  the  public  fufpicion 
of  his  favotir  to  the  caufe  of  popery  j  he  therefore 
judged  it  a  proper  expedient  to  marry  his  niece,  the 
Lady  Ann,  to  Prince  George  of  Denmark,  brother  to 
the  King  of  Denmark,  Chriftiern  the  Vth,  on  the  28th 
of  July  1683,  This  prince  afterwards  made  a  dif-  . 
dnguiihed  figure  in  the  political  and  military  campaigns 
which  enfued;  and  when  his  wife  fucceeded  to'  the 
crowfi  of  England,  was  nominated  by  her  to  be  captain- 
general  of  the  Artillery  Company. 

The  field  exercifes  were  regularly  and  frequently 
continued;  the  marches  were  generally  through 
the  city,  to  Baumes,    already  mentioned ;    and  the 
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CompaAy  invariably  proBfered  their  fefvices  to  eveff 
new  lord  mayor,  to  aflift  in  his  cavalcade  to  Weftmin- 
fter*.  They  hired  field  pieces  for  their  marches,  and 
were  provided  with  the  hofpitality  of  thofe  days. 

But  the  animoiities  which  prevailed,  fujggeiled  to 
the  court  the  unpalatable  projed  of  depriving  the  citi- 
zens of  the  eledtion  of  their  own  fheriffs,  by  feizing 
the  charter.  Sir  Robert  Sawyer  then  executed  the 
office  of  the  attomey-general,  whom  Burnett  calls  a 
dull  hot  man^  and  forward  to  ferve  all  the  deiigns  of 
the  court ;  he  aded  under  the  directions  of  Sanders^ 
the .  lord  chief  juftice,  a  learned  but  very  immoral 
man,  to  overthrow  the  charters  of  the  city  and  its 
companies ;  and  the .  Artillery  Company  was,  as  had 
been  dated,  the  firfl  on  which  he  tried  the  fatal  ex* 
periment. 

The  king  had^  at  this  period,  nearly  lofl:  the  confi- 
dence which  once  fubfifted  between  himfelf  and 
the  citizens  of  London ;  atid  being  well  aware  of  the 
power  and  influence  which  this  Company  had  acquired, 
he  took  care  to  involve  it  in  the  miflruflful  jealoufy 
which  he  now  too  generally  entertained  of  his  friends ; 
noewithftanding  his  having  appointed  the  Duke  of 
York  as  the  captain-general,  he  caufed  the  firft  weight 
of  his  authority  to  fall  upon  it,  as  a  prelude  to  that 
which  foon  afterwards  iffued  againft  the  city.. 

The  pretences  for  the  quo  warranto  againft  the  citf 
were,  the  petition  above  mentioned  *,  which  was  termed 
feditious ;  the  city's  impofition  of  taxes  on  their  wharfs 
and  markets ;  it  was  urged  that  all  the  crown  gave  w^s 
forfeitable  back  to  the  crown,  upon  any  malverfatibn; 

•  Ante,  p.  100. 
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that  the 'citizens  wer^  involved  in  the  a£b  of  the  com-* 
mon  council ;  and  having  fcandalifed  the  king's  govern*^ 
ment,  and  oppreflied. their  fellow  fubjeds^  they  had 
forfeited  their  liberties. 

The  day  previous  to  the  judgment,  Sanders,  the 
chief  jultice,  died  of  an  apoplexy ;  and  Jones,  one  of 
die  judges,  px!onounced  the  judgment  upon  the  above 
principles,  that  the  city  had  forfeited  its  charter ;  but 
the  confequences  of  that  were  fo  much  apprehended, 
that  they  did  not  then  venture  to  enforce  it,  but  ad« 
judged  that  the  king  might  laze  on  the  liberties  of  the 
city.  The  attomey-general  moved  that  the  judgment 
might  not  be  recorded. 

The  city  prdented,  on  the  18th  June  168S,  a  fub- 
miffive  addreft  to  the  king  at  Windfor,  offering  to 
comply  with  the  reguladons  he  would  be  pleafed  to 
prdcribe  for  thtm ;  the  principal  wher^f  were,  that  . 
if  he  did  not  approve  of  the  lord  mayor,  fheri&,  or 
other  officers  of  khe  city,  he  might  nominate  others : 
the  king  ordered  his  pardon  to  be  figned  by  the  lord 
keqier,  and  commanded  them  td  return  and  adopt 
certain  regulations  which  he  then  diOated*  referving 
his  approbation  of  their  eleded  officers  on  Midfununer 
day,  ocherwife  that  judgmrat  fliould  be  entered  up« 
He  afterwards  repented  of  thele  terms  as  too  favourable, 
although  he  had  availed  himfelf  of  them  all  *•  The 
citizens  expected  that  it  wOiild  foon  be  neceflary  to 
put  themfelves  upon  the  defeniive ;  and  the  court  of 
lieutenancy  requefted  that  tfa^  arms  of  the  Artillery 
Company  might  be  removed  to  Guildhall,  which  the 
court  of  affiftants  agreed  to  on  the  28th  June  f. 

•  Mftttlsnd.  t  CottXtBoQk,  B. 
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Still  thfey  were  eameftly  defirous  of  repea&ig  their 
refpedful  attentions  to  the  king,  and  therefore,  on  the 
26th  of  the  following  July,  the  lord  mayor,  aklertnen> 
and  feveral  of  the  court  of  the  Artillery  Company, 
prefented  two  addrefles,  one  to  the  king,  and  the 
other  to  the  Duke  of  York,  congratuladng  them  onk 
their  fafe  delivery  from  the  confpiracy  of  the  Rye- 
houfeplot.    The  Company's  addrefs  to  the  king  was 
delivered  by  the  Duke  of  York,  in  quality  of  their 
captain-general ;  and  that  to  the  duke  was  prefented 
by  Sir  Wm.  Pritchard,  the  lord  mayor,  their  prefix 
dent ;  and  the  duke  afterwards  led  diem  on  a  grand 
day  of  exercife,  when  the  prudent,  vice-piefident, 
and  treafurer,  prdented  him  with  white  ftave8»  and 
Colonel  Friend  with  thar  leading  fiaff^ 
'    The  public  diflike  to  the  Duke  of  York  feems  ta 
have  given  energy  to  the  attachment  ^hicb  the  king 
entertained  for  him  :  he  influenced  the  coancil  at  du6 
period  with  more  fucce&  than  he  Imd  ever  before  ac^ 
qiured,  and  it  is  in  great  degree  to  the  meafures  whick 
he  recommended  and,  adopted,  that  the  fbnner  traa* 
qtdllity  of  the  capitsd  ysas  loft  in  the  diitraftions  dad 
illiberal  oppositions  of  party^  and  that  the  private  in* 
tcreft  of  artful  individuak  enilaved  the  public  free* 
dom,  and  diffolved  the  ties  which  had  compaded  its 
ancient  union* 

The  miftaken  monarch,  and  his  far  more  mifgutded 
brother,  were  utterly  wiacquainted  that  there  are  cafes 
in  which  a  fovereign  ought  to  exert  the  fiill  extent  of 
his  power,  and  others  in  which  he  ought  to  reduce 
it  within  its  pn^er  limits :.  the  fublime  policy  of  juit 
government  confifts  in  knowing  precifely  the  proper 
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degree  of  power  that  fhould  be  exerted  oh  di£Ferent 
oc^afions.  '  If  a  monarch  Wihes  to  know*  the  great 
art  df  ndsag,  1^  hkn  call  honour  and  virtue  round  his 
}>eTfcm  j  let  htih  mvite  perfonal  m^rit;  let  him  gain 
the  heam  of  his  people,  without  bl&ging  their  fpirits 
into  fubje6tionj  let  him  render  himfblf  popular,  by 
being  pieafed  >»ith  the  affedion  of  the  loweft  of  hia 
fobjefls,  for  they  too  are  men ;  let  him  be  exorabte 
to  fupf)lication,  and  refolute  againft  demands ;  but 
Qarefnl  that  fu^plication  ihoiild  not  c^en  be  nSeceflary, 
and  tlreii  he  vifi\  never  hear  of  demands:  he  taught  to 
be  0fei|}6yi^d  to  have  fubjeds  to  whom  honour  in 
dearer  than  life,  an  incitement  to  fidelity,  as  Well  as 
to  courage  •. 

Had  principled  like  thefe,  or  fomething  l&e  thefe^ 
fwayed  die  polidcs  of  the  cabinet  of  Charles,  or  of  hid 
iather,  or  of  hfe  broths*,  the  monarch  would  have 
been  loved,  and  his  heir  apparent  refpefted ;  tran- 
quillity would  never  have  been  interrupted,  or  at  leaft 
the  mild  fpirit  of  conciliation  would  have  diffufed  her 
finite  oVefr  the  united  interefts  of  the  cabinet  and  the 
people.  The  harih  meafiires  of  the  court,  while  they 
produced  alarms  in  every  corporate  town  in  the  king- 
dom, brought  forwards  the  minions  of  authority  to 
affift  in  the  depreffion  of  their  oppofers ;  the  city  of 
London  could  ill  brook  what  had  pafled,  and  awaited 
the  iffue  with  ftifled  difcontent.  Judgment  was  entered 
on  the  14th  of  the  following  Oftober,  and  then  the 
king  fent  new  commiffions  to  the  aldermen,  whom 
he  inftituted  during  pleafure  only  f. 

*  Montdquteu^  b.  9.  s.  37t  28.  f  Maitland. 
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.  When  Charles  had  thus  fubdued  the  rights  of  the 
citizens  of  London,  and  of  the  only  volunteer  Com- 
pany  which  conftituted  a  pkM  of  its  military  govon- 
ment,  he  began  to  refled  that  it  would  not  b6  prudent 
to  carry  his  meafures  fo  far  as  to  be  the  means  of  the 
fociety  being  wholly  laid  afide :  he  had  gained  a  fufii- 
cient  number  of  the  court  of  afliftants,  and  was  fecure 
therefore  of  the  governing  part  of  it,  aided  by* the 
command  of  the  Duke  of  York,  who  always  fuper- 
intended  the  neceilary  dire£tion  of  its  aflEurs;  and 
therefore,  in  order  to  flatter  their  expeftations  of  a  re- 
turn of  his  favour,  the  king,  in  perfon,  headed  their 
march  to  a  grand  entertainment  provided,  on  26th  of 
June  1684,  by  Sir  Henry  Tulfe,  knt.  the  lord  mayor. 
But  it  qould  not  be  expeflied  that  the  effed  of  one 
entertainment  could  reftore  that  confidence  which  the 
ftrong  hand  of  power  had  forfeited:  the  Company  be- 
gan ferioufly  to  decline,  having  few  members  but  fuch 
as  fell  in  with  the  court  party,  and  who  were  much 
inclined  to  be  favourers  of  popery ;  thu?  the  Com- 
pany was  at  length  brought  into  debt,  siiter  all  their 
great  and  fplendid  exertions,  and  after  having  been 
acduftomed  to  receive  at  their  annual  audits  feveral 
hundred  pounds. 

The  letter  above  recited  has  been  deemed  a  fuffi- 
cient  warrant  for  the  Company  to  continue,  not 
only  its  aflbciation,  but  all  its  exercifes :  it  is  certain 
that  they  were  performed  in  the  moft  deprefled 
ftate  of  its  affairs ;  and  it  gave  the  precedent  of  a 
letter  from  all  the  fucceeding  monarchs  inftead  of  a 
charter ;  but  they  have  been  gracioufly  plcafed  to  give 
them  authority  to  affemble  and  exercife  in  arms,  not 

only 
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only  in  the  Artillery  Ground,  but  in  dther  places  where 
they  have  beai  formerly  ufed  to  exer<;ife,  and  alfo  to 
hold  courts  for  their  free  choice  of  officers  and  other 
occafions }  fo  that  the  Company  has,  during  and  ever 
fince  the  reign  of  Charles  II.  enjoyed  their  ancient 
privileges  by  licenfe  from  the  crown. 

It  is  probable  that  fome  of  thefe  unhappy  difcuilions 
may  have  been  extended  fo  far  as  to  produce  an  order 
of  court,  on  12th  Aug.  1684,  that  the  effigies  of  Co* 
lonel  Shepheard,  who  had  been  treafurer  and  a  very 
popular  leader  of  the  Company,  fhould  be  t&ken  down 
firom  the  north  wall,  where  it  had  been  placed  by  their 
permiifion  foon  after  his  deceafej  but  it  was  afterwards^ 
in  the  more  popular  feafon  of  1690,  reftoted  at  the 
requeft  of  his  relatipns :  the  ftone  flill  remains  in  the 
wall,  but  the  tablet  having  decayed,  fell  down  fome 
years  fmce. 

The  meetings  of  the,  faciety,  during  the  paft  diffi* 
culties,  were  notwithft^ding  never  interrupted ;  they 
held  their  annual  fefliyal ;  they  waited  on  the  lord 
mayor,  and  kept  their  ufual  exiercifes  and  marches, 
though  probably  with  lefs  number  and  lefs  fplendour 
than  before.  In  May^  1685,  they  lent  thdr  Garden 
to  Lord  Dartmouth  for  the  exerdfe  of  his  corps ;  and 
at  a  dinner,  to  which  the  lord  mayor  invited  the  Com* 
pany  according  to  annual  qudom,  the  clerk  was 
"  provided  with  a  purfe  to  put  the  money  in  to  be 
prefented  to  hinu** 

At  lengthy  a  mighty  fa^on,  which  had  fhaken  the 
throne  and  menaced  the  family  of  the  monar9h>  was 
totally  fubdued ;  and,  by  their  precipitate  indifcrerion, 
bad  expofed  theinfelves,  both  to  the  rigour  of  the  laws 

12  and 
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and  to  the  public  hatred :  he  had  recovered  Ms  former 
popularity  in  the  nation;  but  he  was  not  happy  or 
fatisfied.  Whether  hef  found  him&lf  expofisd  to  diffi« 
culties  for  want  of  money,  or  dreaded  a  recoil  <tf  Ae 
popular  humour  for  the  prefent  arbitrsay  meafurea,  is 
uncertain :  perhaps  the  violent  and  imprudent  temper 
of  the  duke,  by  pufliing  Charles  upon  dangerous  at- 
tempts, gave  him  apprehelifion  and  une^inefe*  What- 
ever was  the  caufe  of  the  king's  diflatisfaSion,  ic  fe^nd 
probable  that  he  was  meditating  fome  change  of  mea- 
fures,  and  had  formed  a  new  plan  of  adminiftradcm  : 
he  was.  determined)  it  is  thought,  to  fend  the  duke  ta 
Scotland,  to  recall  Monmouth,  to  fummon  a  parlia- 
ment,  to  difmifs  all  his  unpopular  minifters,  and  to 
^row  himfelf  entirely  on  the  good  will  and  affeSicms 
of  his  fubje&s^  King  James's  Memoirs  and  D' Avaux's 
Negociations  confirm  thefe  fuggeftions.  But  amidft 
thefe  truly  wife  and  virtuous  defigns,  he  was  feieed 
with  a  fudden  fit  which  refembled  apoplexy,  and,  as 
fom0  have  faid,  of  poifon ;  and  though  he  was  re» 
covered  from  it  by  bleeding,  he  languifhed  only  for  a 
few  day^,  and  th«i  expired,  in  the  55th  year  of  hia 
age  and  25th  of  his  reign,  on  6th  Feb.  1685. 

His  charader,  though  not  altogether  deftitute  of 
virtue,  was  in  the  main  dangerous  to  his  people,  and 
diflionourable  to  himfelf*  Negligent  of  the  interefts 
of  the  nation,  carelefs  of  its  glory,  averfe  to  its  religion, 
jealous  of  its  liberty,  he  laviflied  its  treafure,  fparing 
only  of  its  blood :  it  was  remarked  that  he  never  faid 
a  fooliih  thing,  nor  ever  did  a  wife  one  ;  to  which  he 
obferved,  that  the  matter  was  eafily  accounted  for, 
2  becaufe 
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becaufe  his  difcourfe  was  his  own,  but  his  addons  were 
his  minifters'  *. 

It  is  remarkable,  but  does  not  amount  to  h^orical 
evidence,  that  the  Duke  of  Buckingham  concurs  with 
Burnet  and  Welwpcx}  ixi  ftati>ig  the  king's  death  \yj 
poifon ;  that  Dr.  3hort,  the  principal  phyfidan  who  at- 
tended him,  believed  that  he  had  been  poifoned,  and 
declared  on  his  death-bed,  that  he  had  been  poifoned 
himfelf  for  fpeaking  his  mind  too  freely  on  the  king's 
death*  Of  ten  generations  of  kings  in  the  line  of 
Stuart,  the  father  of  Charl^  L  and  the  firit  prince  of 
the  race,  were  the  only  two  who  efcaped  an  untimely 
death  t. 

*  Hume»  t  Laing. 
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CHAPTER  VII. 

James  IL-^An.  1685, 

^  Jl  he  acceffion  of  the  captain-general  to  the  crown, 
on  the  demife  of  his  brother  Charles  1684-5,  to  whofe 
coundls  the  perplexities  of  the  *late  reign  were  juftly 
to  be  sdTcribed,  was  an  event  which  could  not  be  re- 
garded with  indifference  or  with  very  fanguine 
affurances  of  fatisfaftion,  either  by  the  Company  or 
by  the  nation  \  neverthelefs,  the  recollection  of  his 
perfonal  attention  to  the  fociety,  and  the  train  of 
,  nobility  which  his  royal  prefence  had  generally  intro- 
duced,  flimulated  their  acknowledgment,  and  burft 
into  overcharged  congratulation.  They  refleded  that 
if  they  once  owed  their  implicit  obedience  to  their 
captain,  it  was  now  converted  into  allegiance  for 
their  fovereign  j  if  they  had  willingly  followed  him  in 
their  march,  he  had  now  the  power  to  command  their 
fervices  in  the  maintenance  of  his  crown  ;  and,  there- 
fore, confidering  the  elevated  notions  which  he  had 
always  envinced  of  the  regal  prerogative  with  all  the 
unlimited  extenfions  of  its  power,  they  conceived 
no  doubt  that  they  might  as  well  have  the  credit  of 
oflFering  what,  they  did  not  hefitate  to  doubt,  he 
would  very  foon  demand  as  his  right.  Under  thefe 
imprei&ons  alone,  it  is  poiSble  to  read  the  following 

addre& 
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addrefs  upon  his  acceflion,  which  muft  have  funk  into 
the  heart  of  James,  with  whole  fentimentd  it  inter- 
mingled  the  cordial  cup  of  congenial  fervitude. 

TO  THE  KING'S  MOST  EXCELLENT  MAJESTY. 

The  hiimhU  Addreffe  of  the  Puftdent^  Fice-Preftdent,  Treafurer^ 
Court  of  Affift ants,  and  Body  of  the  Artillery  Company,  in  the 
City  of  London  : 

That  your  majcille's  faid  -ever  loyal  and  moft  obedient  fubjefts 
and  fouldiersi  doe  with  all  their  fouls  blefTe  Almighty  God  for  th^ 
deliverance  of  your  facred  majefty  out  of  the  hands  of  your  blood- 
thfrfty  and  mdicious  enemies,  and  for  repairing  the  heavieft  cala* 
mities  imaginable  m  the  lofs  of  our  late  dread  fovereign  by  ix^ 
illaibious  a  fucceifion  both  to  his  imperiall  crownes,  and  to  his 
royall  yertucy  all  p1ott8»  forgeries,  and  antimonarchicall  bills  of  ex- 
dufioD  notwithitanding. 

And  your  majeftie's  bumble  fubje^s,  being  confcious  to  them- 
fclves  of  the  double  duty^  as  well  of  a  military  as  of  a  civiU  alle* 
gtanccy  having  for  many  years  laii  paft  had  the  honour  to  bear 
armes  under  your  majeitie's  command  as  their  princely  leader,  an4 
at  prefent  as  their  dread  foveraine,  doe  with  their  lives  and  for- 
tunes declare  their  uttermoft  deteftation  of  all  confpirators  and 
confpiracies  whatfoeveri  and  that  they  will  with  thtir  fwords  in 
their  hands  defend  your  majeftie*s  honour,  perfon,  crowne,  title 
and  dignity,  againft  all  oppofers  to  their  lad  breath,  befeephing 
Almighty  God  to  ihowre  down  upon  your  facred  majedie's  head 
all  bleffings  both,  of  the  right  and  left  hand  3  and  your  Majeftit's 
moft  dutifull  fubjedis  do  no  longer  rxpe£t  mercy  from  heaven 
then  while  they  continue  firm  and  fteady  in  their  faith,  and  alle- 
giance to  your  moft  excellent  majefty. 

To  2L  prince  who  had  already,  while  heir  apparent  to 
the  throne,  experienced,  more  than  any  other  prince  on 
the  records  of  the  world,  the  viciffitudes  of  favour 
and  difcontent  from  the  people,  the  moft  common 
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addf eifes  of  congratuladoa  ufual  upon  ^ny  atc^on 
mui):  have  been  peculiarly  acc^p^Ue :  his  aufpices 
were  favourable,  but  \^  confcious  feara  of  th^r 
ultimate  fuccefs  were  not  to  be  overcome ;  thefe  tar- 
nifhed  his  meafures,  which  were  **  fo  poorly  managed 
and  fo  ill  improved,  that  bad  defigns  were  ill  laid 
and  worfe  conduced*'  "  A  great  king  with  ftrong 
armies  and  mighty  fleets,  a  vaft  treafure,  and  power- 
ful allies,  fell  all  at  once ;  and  his  whole  ftrength,  like. 
a  fpider's  web,  was  fo  irrecoverably  broken  with  a 
touch,  that  he  was  never  able  to  retrieve,  what,  for 
want  both  of  judgment  and  hqart,  he  threw  up  in 
a  day  */' 

The  addreffes  which  he  received  from  Oxford  and 
other  towns  adopted  the  moft  high-flown  compliment- 
which  flattery  could  invent ;  the  king's  promife  pafled 
for  a  thing  fo  facred  that  thofe  were  deemed  ill  bred 
who  exprefled  their  fupport  of  "  our  religion  as  efta- 
bliihed  by  law,"  which  looked  like  a  tie  on  him 
to  maintain  itj  and  the  addrefs  of  the  clergy  of 
London  was  rendered  unacceptable,  by  faying,  that 
it  was  "  dearer  to  them  than  their  lives." 

The  king  however  declared  his  defire  to  forget 
what  was  pafl:,  except  the  promoters  of  the  exclufion 
billj  and  on  the  Sunday  next  after  his  acceiEon  at- 
tended openly  at  mafs  as  uftial,  and  fent  Caryl  to 
Rome  with  letters  to  the  pope,  but  without  a  diplo- 
matic charader  f. 

The  king  was  fo  intent  upon  the  pomp  of  his 
coronation,   that  for  fome    weeks    more   important 

•Burnet,  t  I^id, 
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matters  were  difregarded ;  but  he  found  time  to  pro- 
claim an  illegal  continuation  of  the  excife  and  cuftoms 
for  three  years,  beyond  the  term  which  parliament 
had  granted ;  to  affert  a  difpenfing  power  of  certain 
penal  la^vs  at  his  pleafur^ ;  and  to  interfere  in  a  material 
d^ee  with  the  eledion  of  reprefentatives.  The 
arrirai  of  the  Duke  of  Monmouth,  whofe  claims 
James  effe£tually  fubdued,  and  the  punifhment  of 
fome  of  thofe  who  had  in  the  laft  reign  oppofed 
his  caufe,  afforded  him  Jittle  opportunity  to  attend  to 
the  addrefs  or  to  the  promotion  of  the  Artillery  Com- 
pany; and  when  in  November  the  court  t)faififtants 
waited  on  him  to  kno\Y  his  pleafure,  in  order  to 
appoint  their  annual  feftival,  which  they  no  doubt 
had  expefted  would  now  be  honoured  by  the  pre- 
fence  of  their  fovereign,  who  Aill  held  the  office  of 
their  captain-general,  he  ordered  it  to  be  deferred, 
**  as  his  lords  who  were  ftewards  of  it  were  not  at 
leifure  yet*/' 

However,  in  the  following  June,  he  was  pleafed  to 
addrefs  to  them  the  following  letter : 

JAAAES  IL 

Trusty  and  wcUbelo^ed,  Wee  greet  yoa  well.  Wee 
being  well  fatisfied  pf  the  bya}ty«^od  affcdion*  and  ability ea  of  tho 
piefcDt  officers  and  commanders  of  our  Artillery  Company^  and. 
having  received  good  teftimony  of  thare  conduct  and  leadings  for 
thefe  two  or  three  years  laft  paft.  We  are  willing  to  fhew,  not  onley 
our  royal!  favour,  but  our  fpecxall  concerne  f6r  the  welfare  of  our 
faid  Company,  and  for  ^he  better  preservation  of  it  in  tts'^aotient 
good  order  and  difcipliney  by  pontinueing  the  famq  officers  a9.4 
commanders  in  our  £aid  Company,  without  removing  or  changing 

*  Court  Book. 
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an7  of  them ;  Our  vnfh  and  pkafure  therefore  is,  that  all  ihofe 
who  have  hin  employed  this  lail  year,  in  any  truft,  offioe,  or  com- 
mand in  our  faid  Company,  (hall  remain  and  continue  be  for  the 
yeare  enfuingj  unlefs  the  court  of  afliftants  doe  fee  caufe  to  change 
or  remove  any  of  them, '  which  we  leave  fully  to  your  difcretion ; 
and  in  cafe  of  the  removall  or  any  other  incapacety  of  aney  of  them, 
that  the  court  of  af&flante  doe  forthwith  procede  to  a  new  choyce 
joi  petfons  fitly  qualified  for  the  fupplying  fuch  vacances;  Our 
further  will  and  pleafure  therefore  is^  that  the  leadings  of  cnr  faid 
Company  in  the  Artillery  Garden^  (hall  be  performed  and  obferved^ 
as  they  have  bin  for  thefe  two  or  three  years  laft  paft^  apd  noe 
otherwife.  And  foe^  expe£king  your  redey  compliance  herein. 
Wee  hi^  you  farewelL 

Given  at  our  Conrt  at  Whitehall*  the  6th  day  of  June,  16S51 
in  the  firft  year^  of  our  reigne. 

By  His  Majeflic's  Command, 

SUNDERLAND. 

James  had  fat  little  more  than  half  a  year  upon  his 
throne,  before  he  faw  his  revenue  eftabliihed  by  par- 
liament in  a  liberal  manner,  both  in  England  and 
Scotland ;  .his  domeftic  enemies  fubdued,  ^d  their 
ill-managed  rebellions  broken :  he  felt  his  fecurity, 
but  his  temper  and  his  councils  prevented  him  fromr 
reaping  its.  harveft.  The  cruelties  of  the  army,  to 
perfons  whom  they  fufpefled,  and  the  intolerance  of 
Jefferies,  the  chief-juftice,  aided  by  the  inquifitorial 
power,  aiTumed  in  many  inltances  by  the  council,  and 
the  firmnefe  with  which  fome  of  their  devoted  viftims 
met  the  ftripe  or  the  axe  of  their  executioner,  com- 
bined to  change  into  irretrievable  horror  the  favour  of 
the  nation,  and  to  make  the  king's  party  themfelves 
relent  from  the  unlimited  confidence  which  they  had 
laviflied  upon  their  prince  *. 

•  Burnet, 
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From  the  ungrateful  bigotry  of  James,  the  attach- 
ment of  the  church  of  England,  the  laft  fupport  of 
the  Stuarts,  was  thus  diffolved,  and  in  the  hour  of 
danger,  its  numerous  adherents,  who  had  previsnted 
his  exclusion,  reforted  to  thofe  principles  of  liberty 
and  refiftance,  which  they  had  loudly  difclaimed*. 
The  trial  and  acquittal  of  the  feven  bifliops,  on  15th 
June  1688^  againft  whom.jhe  king's  indignation^ 
had  been  freely  expreffed,^  was  received  with  tumul- 
tuous joy  by  the  whole  kingdom,  as  a  religious  and 
even  a  national  triumph  over  the  fovereign  f. 

The  king  had  made  a  progrefe  through  the  country, 
during  the  pafl  year,  and  upon  his  return  had  formed 
the  defign  of  enforcing  a  power  which,  it  had  been 
aflerted  by  the  court,  was  only  introduced  in  the 
corporation  charters  of  London  and  the  companies, 
that  the  king  might  put  in  and  put  out  at  pleafure, 
in  order  to  preferye  their  dependence  upon  the  court. 
He  effefted  thefe  changes  with  great  feverity,  be- 
ginning with  the  city  of  London  | ;  but  they  did  not 
ultimately  ferve  the  objed  at  which  he  aimed. 

In  the  mean  time  the  Artillery  Company  held  their 
ufual  courts,  and  fome,  though  few,  of  their  genei^ 
days  of  exercife ;  at  one  of  which,  1 1th  Auguft  1686, 
a  company  of  grenadiers  were  firft  formed.  It  does 
not  appear'  that  the  Company  took  any  aftive  part 
in  the  unhappy  feniations  which  the  meafures  briefly 
flated  had  produced  in  the  public  mind;  but  the 
king  regarded  them  as  his  friends,  and  continued  to 

*  8  Laing,  Scot.  lOg.  t  Ibid.  %  Burnet. 
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diem  his  patronage^  for  when  they  wene  prefeuv 
ing  to  make  their  ufual    tender  of  fervices  to  Siw 

'  7ohn  Chapman,  the  lord  mayor  eled,  in  Odobcv 
1688,  to  march  with  him  to  WeftAiinfter,  on  lord 
maycNr's  day,  they  waited  on  the  king  to  know  his 
pkafure  therein;  and  he  anfwered  the  deputation^ 
^  that  he  was  heartily  glad  to  fee  them  there,  and 
defired  them  that  the  Company  ihould  march  by  all 
toeans,  for  that  they  were  honeft  gentlemen,  and  that 
he  could  truft  them  *.'* 

But  the  public  fupport  to  Ins  crpwn  was  k)ft ;  the 
proteftants  had  already  begun  their  meafures  for  in- 
viting the  Prince  of  Orange*  James  then,  perhaps 
for  the  firft  time,  too  clearly,  though  too  late,  faw 
the  increaiing  and  inevitable  defection  of  his  fubje£ls» 
^d  therefore  haftily  adopted  a  (hort-lived  reformation^ 
by  reftoring  the  charters  of  the  city  and  other  corpo- 
rations ;  difplacing  popifh  officers,  and  haftily  filling 
up  die  vacancies  with  proteftants.  For  this  purpofe 
he  Tent  Chief  Juftice  Jefferies,  on  2d  Oftober,  to 
Guildhall,  with  the  London  charters,    where  they 

.  were  prefented  in  form  to  the  citizens,  and  he  received 
their  oath  of  allegiance ;  but  thefe  important  rights 
have  fmce  received  a  far  more  iacred  reftoration 
from  the  three  eflates  of  the  realm,  by  the  fiatute  oS 
2  William  and  Mary,  1690t. 

James  difcovered  alfo  ftrong  fymptoms  of  difcoft- 
tent  in  his  army,  and  therefore,  in  a  momeot  of  deep 
plerplezity,  withdrew  with  them  from  their  head  (juar- 

•  Coiirt  Book.  t  Maitl. 
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ters  at  Salifbury  and  retired  to  London.  This  mea* 
fure  tended  only  tp  exhibit  his  fears  and  provoke  the 
treachery  of  others  againft  him.  But  Churchill  had 
prepared  a  fliil  more  mortal  blow  for  his  dftrefied 
benefaftor ;  his  lady  and  bimfelf  had  an  endre  afcext^ 
dant  over  the  fBonily  of  Piiice  George  of  Denmarky 
and  the  dme  sow  appeared  feafonable  for  over*' 
whelming  the  unhappy  king>  who  was  already  fla^ 
gering  widy  the  vk)Iient  ihocks  which  he  had  received. 
Andover  was  the  fitft  ftage  of  his  retreat }  and  there. 
Prince  GeoQ^e^  with  the  young  Duke  of  Ormond, 
Sir  Geo.  Huet^  oHdl  fome  other  perlons  of  diftindion^ 
deferted  him  in  the  night-tfane,  and  redred  to  the 
princQ^a  camp»  *Nb  foon?r  had  thi6  news^  reached' 
London  than  the  Princefs  Ann,  pretending  fear  of  the: 
king's  di^leafure,  withdrew  herfelf,  in  company  with 
the  Bifliop  of  London  and  Lady  Churchill :  ihe  fled 
to  Nottingham,  where  the  Earl  of  Dorfet  received  her' 
with  great  reipeft^  and  the  gentry  of  the  county 
quidUy  feimed  a  corps  for  her  protefdon*  ^  Ood 
fae^  tatr'  faid'  the  king,  <<  my  own  children  havei 
forbken  me  *.** 

The  king,  every  moment  alarmed  more  and  more 
by  thefe  proofs  of  a  general  dlfaffeftion,  not  dariiig  to* 
repofd  truft  in  aliy  but  thofe  whowerd  expoffcd  to* 
ihore  danger  than  himfdf,  agitated  by  cfifdain  towards- 
ingratitude,  by  indignation  agsdnft  dlfloyalty,  impelled' 
by  his  own  fears  and  thofe  of  others,  precipitately  em- 
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braced  the  refolution  of  efcaping  into  France;  and 
having  previoufly  fent  off  the  queen  and  the  prince, 
he  himfelf  difappeared  in  the  night  time  of  the  12th 
of  December  1688,  attended  only  by  Sir  Edward 
Hales,  and  made  the  beft  of  his  way  to  a  (hip  which 
waited  for  him  near  the  mouth  of  the  river*.  He 
was  feized,  however,  at  Faverfham,  and  brought 
back;  but  perceiving  a  general  neglect  from  the  . 
clergy,  the  nobility,  the  dty,  and  the  coimtry,  and 
being  urged  by  eameft  letters  from  the  queen,  he 
privately  embarked,  on  the  2Sd  December,  on  board 
a  frigate,  and  landed  at  Ambteteufe,  in.  Picar^ 
dy,  whence  he  haftened  to  St.  Germain's,  where 
Lewis  received  him  .with  generofity,  fympathy,  aiid 
regard.  , 

Mn  Hume  gives  his  charader  in  few  wohls,  \fhen, 
after  defcribihg  his  good  qualities,  he  alks  *'  What 
then  was  wanting  to  make  him  a  good  foverieigh  ?  A 
due  regard  and  affedion  to  the  religion  and  conftitu* 
tion  of  his  country.*'  So  lofty  was  the  idea,  which  he 
had  entertained  of  his  legal  authority,  that  he  left  his 
fubjefts  little  or  no  right  to  liberty,  but  .what  was  de- 
pendent upon  his  will  and  pleafure.  His  difpofition 
was  haughty,  fevere,  and  inflexible;  and  his  natural* 
feverity,  heightened  by  bigotry,  was  never  mitigated 
by  experience  j  for  his  charafter  was  better  adapted  to 
fuftain  adverfity  with  patience,  than  profperity  with 
moderation :  the  mediocrity  of  his  genius  was  com« 
penfated,  imperfedly,  by  application  to  bufinefs ;  his 
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iincerity  was  the  more  efUmable  when  compared  with 
his  brother's ;  but  he  contemned,  and  without  fcru- 
pie  perverted,  the  impartial  adminiftration  of  juftice; 
and  his  promifes  were  •  fometimes  infringed  by  his 
bigotry,  and  fometime^  by  the  pernicious  maxim  of 
ftate  neceffity*. 
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CHAFTER  Vm. 


miliam  ///.— 1688  to  1701-2. 


William  HI.  Prince  of  Orange,  the  chief  author  of 
this  juftly  celebrated  revolution,  was  defcended  from 
the  ancient  houfe  of  Naffau.  He  Hras  great  grandfon 
of  William  the  Third,  who,  upon  the  tevolt  of  the 
Netherlands  againft  the  tyrannical  proceedings  of 
Philip  n.  of  Spain,  took  up  arms  in  defence  of  the 
3elgic  liberties,  and  foimded  the  republic  of  the  United 
Provinces :  it  was  eftablilhed  by  hijs  fecond  fon  Mau* 
rice,  and  perfefted  by  Henry  Frederic  his  third  fon, 
under  whofe  government  it  was  acknowledged  as  an 
independent  ftate.  William,  the  fecond  fon  of  Henry 
Frederic,  married  the  Princefs  Mary,  eldeft  daughter 
of  Charles  L  king  of  England,  and  furvived  to  his 
father's  honours.  William-Henry,  the  king  of  Great 
Britain,  was  the  ofispring  of  that  marriage ;  whofe 
fucceffion  was  confiderably  ftrengthened  by  his  hav- 
^g  married  the  Princels  Mary,  the  eldeft  daughter  of 
his  maternal  uncle,  James  the  Second. 

Upon  the  abdication  of  the  executive  government 
by  King  James  the  Second,  on  the  23d  of  December 
1688,  the  parliament  aflumed  an  interregnum  of  le- 
g^ative  and  executive  authority ;  and  having,  on  the 
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2Sd  of  the  follo^^ing  January,  after  much  debate  znA 
a  free  conferdice,  agreed  to  adopt  an  unammoua 
refolution,  that  "  Eang  Jaftnes  had  abdicated  the  go- 
vernment, and  that  the  throne  was  thereby  become 
vacant,"  refolved,  that  the  Prince  and  Princefs  of 
Orange  fliould  be  king  and  queen ;  but  that  the  ad- 
miniftration  fhould  be  iingly  in  the  prince :  and  the 
declaration  of  rights,  the  fettling  of  the  fucceffion,  and 
appointing  the  new  oaths  of  alle^ance,  accompanied 
their  tender  of  the  crown,  and  preceded  the  procla^ 
mation,  to  the  great  joy  of  the  people  *. 

The  former  reigns,  under  the  dominion  of  the 
Stuart  dynafty,  had  raifed  the  foundatioii  of  various 
irreconcileable  opinions  on  political  principles,  which 
their  followers  now  maintained  with  pertinacity,  and 
promoted  with  induibious  curculation;  they  were 
&voured  by  the  liberality  of  the  great  revolution, 
which  they  had  all  contributed  to  profper  without 
blood;  and  they  grew  in  ftrength,  foftered  by  the 
rights  which  each  of  the  parties  had  afTerted  for  them- 
felves : — ^the  ncnjurors  held  the  foyereignty  to  be  in- 
alienable in  James,  and  wifhed  only  for  a  regent 
during  his  abfence;  the  moderates j  who  had  not 
favoured  the  elevation  of  the  prince,  thought  they 
might  fwear  allegiance  to  him  by  means  of  a  diftinc- 
tion  between  a  king  dejure  anda  kingV<f/tf/5?(?;  the 
tmes  acknowledged  one  king,  but  held  their  alle- 
giance due  to  another ;  the  wbigs  divided  between 
thofe  who  wifhed  for  z  republic,  and'  thofe  who  had 
brought  in   the  prefent  fovereigns  und(.r  the  lineal 
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defcent  of  the  queen,  and  die  limitations  of  their 
poF^r ;  and  the  clergy  "were  generally  divided  be* 
tween  nonjurors  and  moderates  *• 

Such  was  the  ftate  of  the  country  when  William 
affum^  the  reins  of  the  deferted  throne :  fuch  were 
the  ill-allied  fentinients  vrtnch  governed  the  minds  of 
his  people,  and  efpecially  of  thofe  around  him.  But 
the  increafing  influence  of  the  tories  was  the  fource  of 
the  greateft  difficulty  with  which  he  had  to  ccmtend : 
the  whigs  refufed  to  augment  the  fupplies  in  1689, 
for  the  redu£ti(Hi  (^  Ireland  ;  and  the  tories  promiied 
great  advantages  to  the  crown,  if  the  parliament  were 
diflblved  and  a  new  one  called.  The  commons  then 
parted  the  bill  for  the  reftoration  of  all  the  charters, 
with  an  exclufion  from  office  of  all  mayors  and  offic^^ 
who  had  confented  to,  or  affifted  in,  the  former  fur- 
renders,  or  contributed  towards  the  ifluing  or,  profe- 
cuting  the  writs  of  quo  warranto.  It  pafled  the  Com- 
mons ;  but  the  firft  point  in  debate  in  the  Houfe  of 
Lords,  extremely  interefting  to  the  city  and  to  all 
corporate  fodeties^  was,  upon  the  declaratory  part, 
whether  a  corporation  could  be  forfeited  or  furrender- 
>ed  ?  Lord  Chief  Juftice  Holt  and  two  other  judges 
were  for  the  affirmative,  and  all  the  reft  for  the  nega- 
tive ;  and  the  houfe  was  fo^^qually  divided,  that  the 
bill  pafled  by  a  majority  of  one  only. 

The  matter  was  now  at  a  critical  iflue  :  the  pafiing 
this  bill  put  the  king  and  the  nation  in  the  hands  of 
the  whigs ;  aiid  his  rejecting  it  or  diflblving  the  par- 
liament, would  difplay  fuch  a  confidence  in  the  tories, 
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and  fo  unequivocal  a  rupture  ixdtfa  the  whigs,  that  the 
king  \vas  a  long  time  in  fufpenfe.  He  thought  that 
he  could  not  truft  the  tsries,  and  he  would  not  truft 
the  whigs ;  he  imagined  the  tories  would  be  true  to 
the  queen,  though  they  would  not  be  true  to  himfelf. 
He  refolved  therefore  to  go  to  Holland,  and  leave  the 
government  in  her  hands;  but  he  was  prevailed  with 
to  relinquifli  this  defign,  and  to  go  in  perfon  to  Ire- 
land,  to  put  an  end  to  the  war  there.  Both  hpufes 
th^i  agreed  to  addrefs  him  to  remain  at  home ;  he 
determined  to  ftay,  but  he  foon  after  prorogued, 
and  then  diffolved  the  parliament,  on  6th  February 
1689  ♦. 

The  bill  pafled  in  the  following  year  tj  for  reverfmg 
the  judgment  on  the  quo  warranto  againft  the  city  of 
London,  and  reftoring  it  to  its  ancient  rights  and 
privileges,  and  the  judgment  itfelf  and  the  proceedings 
upon  it  were  declared  illegal  and  arbitrary.  The  fadt 
waSy  that  this  bill  had  been  proje&ed  by  the  tories, 
and  was  intended  to  change  the  hands  which  then  go^* 
vemed  the  city ;  but,  through  hade  or  weaknefs  of 
thofe  who  framed  it,  the  court  of  aldermen  was  not 
comprehended  in  it ;  fo  that  by  the  very  operation  of 
the  ad  itfelf,  the  government  of  the  city  was  fixed  in 
thofe  hands  which  .were  genefally  whigs  \. 

It  wad  eyident  that  whatever  doubts  the  king  might 
have  entertained  of  the  officers  who  governed  the 
city  of  London,  he  was  well  latisfied  with  thole  w1k> 
commanded  in  the  Artillery  Company;  for  in  his 
ktter,  authorizing  the  reftoradon  and  continuance  of 
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their  excrcifes,  he  exprefles  his  farisfaftlon  of  their 
loyalty,  and  his  defire  to  promote  their  welfare,  and 
preferve  their  ancient  good  order  and  difcipline. 

WILLIAM  R. 

Trusty  and  well-beloved^  We  greet  yoii  well.  Wc  be- 
ing well  fatisfied  of  the  loyalty  and  good  affe^on  of  our  Artfllcry 
Companyt  and  being  therefore  willing  to  promote  the  welfare  and 
prcfervation  of  it  in  its  ant  tent  good  order  and  difctpline^  haTC 
thought  fit  to  authorize  and  empower  you  frequently  to  elercife 
our  faid  Company  in  arms,  at  well  in  the  ground  commonly  called 
the  Artillecy  Ground,  near  Moorfields,  as  in  other  places  where 
they  have  formerly  ufed  to  exercife.  And  we  do  hereby  Itkewife 
give  you  full  power  and  authority  to  hold  courts  firee  and  public 
for  the  annual  choice  of  officers  and  other  pccafioos,  according  to 
the  anticnt  rules  and  pradice  thereof,  tn  fuch  place  and  places, 
and  at  fuch  time  and  times  as  hath  been  ufual.  And  for  fo  doing 
this  (hall  be  your  warrant  i  and  fo  we  bid  you  farewel. 

Given  at  our  Court  at  Hampton  Court,  the  zzd  day  of  May, 
1689,  in  the  firft  year  of  our  reign. 

By  His  Majefty*s  Command, 

SHREWSBURY. 

The  Company  had  great  caufe  to  value  fo  early  a 
lanflion  as  this  from  a  monarch  v^ho  could  have  had 
no  perfonal  knowledge  of  its  merit  or  utility,  but 
from  its  general  eminence  and  charafter.  Its  former 
important  fervices,  and  its  zealous  fupport  of  the  prc- 
^ceding  monarchs,  may  have  beendetailed  to  him,  and 
the  different  parties  which  furrounded  the  throne 
may  have  given  their  deferved  teftimonies  to  its  valour, 
and  their  evidence  of  its  regularity. 
-  Their  exercifes  were  carefully  obferved,  and  in 
order  that  they  might  fuifer  no  temporary  inteniip- 
tion  from  any  trivial  circumftance,  the  court  of  af- 
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fiftants  direSed  that  their  tenant,  to  whom  they  had 
let  the  pafture  in  the  garden,  fliould  not  fuffer  any 
perfons  to  try  engines  or  play  at  pall-mall,  or  make 
any  other  ufe  of  it  than  what  had  been  formerly  al- 
lowed *• 

And  in  the  following  January  they  received  a  pre- 
fent  of  10/.  from  the  office  of  ordnance  in  the  Tower, 
towards  ere£Ung  new  gates. 

Among  the  numerous  titles  conferred  by  the  king 
and  queen,  on  occafion  of  their  coronation,  Prince 
George  of  Denmark,  who  has  been  already  noticed 
as  a  gallant  member  of  the  Artillery  Company,  hav- 
ing firlt  been  naturalized,  was  created  Baron  of  Oak-* 
ingham.  Earl  of  Kendal,  and  Duke  of  Cumberland. 
When  the  king  determined  to  go  to  Ireland,  in  con- 
fequence  of  James  having  landed  there  and  formed 
feme  profpeft  of  eftablifliing  himfelf,  he  fent,  pre- 
vious to  his  departure,  a  frelh  proof  of  his  confide- 
ration  for  the  Artillery  Company,  by  a  fecond  letter, 
appointing  himfelf  their  captain-general,  and  fubili- 
tudng  the  Duke  of  Norfolk  in  his  abfence. 

WILLIAM  R. 

Trusty  and  well  beloved,  wc  greet  you  well.  We 
hanog  formerly  granted  you  the  injoyment  of  your  ancient  pri* 
vilcges,  in  the  pradice  and  excrcife  of  arms,  &c«  according  to 
your  uTage  and  cuftom^  do  now,  for  your  further  incouragemtnt, 
acquaint  you,  that  we  being  well  fatisfied  of  your  loyahy,  and 
dutiful  refpe^s,  both  to  our  perfon  and  government^  do  think  fit 
to  declare  ourfelf  to  be  the  captain*general  of  your  Company, 
and  Audi  teftify  our  good  will  towards  you  on  all  occaiiont  proper 
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for  Oft  to  exprefs  it  in.  And  in  oar.  abfenee  we  do  sppoint  fm 
right  trufty^  and  right  entirely  beloved  couiln  and  counfeUor 
Henry  duke  of  Norfolk,  to  fupply  our  place  until  onr  return  ; 
and  fo  we  bid  you  farewel. 

Given  at  our  Court  at  Kenfington,  the  3d  day  of  Jane  1690, 
in  the  fecond  year  of  our  reign. 

By  His  Majefty's  Command, 

NOTTINGHAM. 

Prince  George  attended  the  king  to  Ireland  on  the 
4th  of  June,  but  returned  in  the  following  Septem* 
ber  to  Windfor,  "  where  he  was  received  by  the 
queen  with  that  joy  which  none  but  his  own  could 
equal*." 

During  the  king's  abfenee,  the  queen  aflumed  the 
weight  of  public  authority,  and  the  corporation  and 
court  of  lieutenancy  pror^ifed  her  every  liberal  fup- 
port;  and  that,  befides  the  force  which  they  then 
poffeffed,  the  citizens  would,  by  voluntary  contribu- 
tion, forthwith  raife  a  regiment.  But  a  party  was 
formed  againft  the  government,  and  alfo  againft  the 
king,  of  whofe  regard  for  Holland  fome  difafieded 
perfons  pretended  to  raife  an  unnatural  jealoufy. 
Thefe  were  unfavourable  fymptoms  of  reception  upon 
his  return  from  Ireland;  but  however  difpleafing  they 
muft  have  been  to  him,  he  went  to  Holland  in  the 
following  year,  1691-2,  which  gave  occafion  to  a 
i  Jacobite  plot  to  reftore  Kjng  James,  which  was  accom- 
\  panied  with  a  dark  fcheme  of  aflaffination  of  William, 
'  and  invaiion  of  England.     The  vigiUnce  of  the 
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queen's  council  intercepted  James's  declaration  in  its 
circulation,  aiid  af^rehended  the  pities  concerned 
in  thefe  confpirades. 

The  militia  of  Middlefex,  the  trained  bands  of 
London,  in  fix  regiments,  under  command  of  Sir 
John  Fleet,  the  lord  mayors  confiding  of  ten  thou- 
fand  men,  aflembled  in  Hyde  Park  on  9th  May  1692^ 
where  the  queen  met  them  in  perfon,  and  exprefled 
her  grateful  confidence  in  the  alacrity  of  their  zeal 
for  the  crown:  and  the  fubfequent  defeat  of  the 
French  fleet  at  La  Hogue  put  an  end  to  the  hopes  of 
the  difappointed  and  excluded  monarch.  On  this 
great  occafion  the  Company  prefented  the  foUdwin^ 
addrefs: 

TO  THE  QCEEN'S  MOST  EXCELLENT  MAJESTIfc 

Web  your  tnajeftie's  moft  loyall,  du^yfuU^  ao4  obedient 
fiilje£b,  the  prefidcnt«  vice**prcfident^  treafurcr^  and  court  of 
affiftaats^  of  the  Artilleiy  Company  of  the  city  of  London,  pre* 
fnme  to  approach  the  royall  prefcnce  to  acknowledge  your  majea* 
tie's  care  and  Tigilancein  diflappointing  the  defignes  and  mechina* 
tiona  of  your  moft  enveterate  as  well  aa  powerfull  cnemie  the 
French  king^  who  attempted  to  iovade  your  kingdoms  to  fopport 
a  pretender  whom  he  hath  dignified  with  the  ftile  and  title  of 
King  of  Creat  Brittain,  in  order  to  amufe  your  fubje^  with  ffears 
and  jcaloufies.  But  when  we  confider  the  glory  and  honour  your 
Bujcftie  hath  acquired  to  your  dominions,  by  maintaining  and  fup- 
porting  £b  fformidabtc  a  confederacy  for  preferving  the*  reformed 
religion  and  liberty  of  Europe,  we  can  hardly  believe  there  can  bi^ 
any  fuch  monfters  in  nature  as  can  be  difafTeAed  to  your  majeftie 
or  government,^  much  more  conlidering  the  benign  4nflueuce  of 
your  majeilic's  reign  and  juft  adKiniAration  in  all  re fpeds.  We 
take  this  opportunity  to  aflure  your  majeftie  we  (hall  on  this,  as 
ta  all  other  ooaioM^  to  the  utmoft  of  our  power,  maintain  and 
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fupport  your  majedic'speTfon  and  government,  at  liy  law  eftaUifti^ 
in  church  and  ibce,  a^nft  all  your  enemies,  both  at  home  and 
abroad,  not  donhting  of  your  majefttc't  ffiiTor,  proiedton,  and 
encoUFagemcnt  to  fo  long  an  eftabKflit  fociety»  and  wee  (hall  al- 
ways pray  that  G^d  may  preferre  your  majeftie's  facred  pcrfon,  as 
alfo  that  of  your  Voyall  confort  our  captain  generalc,  with  health 
and  long  life,  and  that  yom"  majeftie'li  reign  may  be  happy  and 
profperottt. 

JOHN  FLEET,  Prefident. 

JEFFERY  JEFFERYS,  Vice- Prefident,  &c.  &c. 

King  William,  upon  his  return  to  England,  received 
the  congratulations  of  the  city,  and  was  cheered,  as 
he  pafled,  with  acclamations  of  joy  and  illuminations  ; 
a  fplendid  entertainment  was  provided  by  the  corpo- 
ration, Sir  John  Fleet  being  lord  mayor,  on  22d  OQi. 
1692,  and'  a  public  thankfgiving  was  appointed  for 
their  prefervation. 

The  queen,  whofe  prudence  and  public  attention 
were  acknowledged  by  all  parties,  while  the  king's 
frequent  abfences  abroad  called  for  her  interft^rence 
in  the  government,  died  of  the  fmajl-pox  on  28th 
Dec.  1694.  This  gave  rife  to  another  plot  for  affaffi- 
nation  and  invafion  at  the  fame  time  by  James  and 
his  adherents :  it  was  avoided  by  the  king's  embarka- 
tion to  Flanders,  which  gave  time  to  the  confpirators 
to  renew  and  perfeQ;  their  preparations  againft  his 
return  in  the  winter.  The  court  at  St.  Germain's,  in 
the  interval,  loft  no  time  in  forwarding  their  in- 
ftruftions,  and  the  leading  councils  of  the  plot  were 
adlive  in  procuring  fuch  coadjutors  as  they  thought 
moft  likely  to  aid  their  dark  defigns.  Kipg  William's 
fuccefs  ^t  the  fiege  of  Namur  did  not  damp  their 

efforts, 
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eflPorts,  but  it  was  made  a  cloak  to  hide  their  defigns 
under  the  unfufpicious  joy  which  it  produced.  The 
Duke  of  Berwick,  natural  fon  to  James,  was  dif- 
patched  to  England  in  Feb.  1 695-6,  to  concert  mea- 
furcs  with  the  confpirators,  and  to  give  them  aflu- 
ranees  that  James  was  ready  with  an  army  to  make  a 
.defcent  upon  England.  Sir  Geo.  Barclay,  ^*  a  native 
of  Scotland,  an  experienced  officer  of  known  cou- 
rage, clofe  and  referved,  and  of  a  competent  under- 
ftanding,  but  a  furious  bigot,"  was  fixed  upon  to 
take  the  charge  of  aflaffination;  and,  after  various 
confideradons  of  the  proper  feafon  and  place  for 
effe£Ung  the  purpofe,  they  determined  upon  (hooting 
the  king  in  his  carriage  as  he  fhould  pafs  the  lane  be* 
tween  Tumham  Green  and  Brentford,  in  his  way  from 
Richmond  to  London,  on  the  15th  February.  Some 
of  the  confpirators,  however,  to  eafe  their  unquiet 
minds,  made  a  timely  difcovery  of  the  plot,  which 
his  majefty  received  at  firft  with  indifference,  and  was 
with  fome  difficulty  perfuaded  to  remain  at  Kenfing- 
ton.  The  confpirators  were  difappointed,  but  they 
refolved  to  wait  their  opportunity  on  the  fbllowing 
Saturday ;  but  the  fame  precaution  was  obferved  by 
the  king ;  and  after  a  fecond  difappointment,  they 
concluded  that  their  defigns  were  difcovered:  on 
the  next  night  many  of  them  were  apprehended,  and 
the  whole  matter  was  examined  by  the  privy  council. 
James  waited  this  awful  event  at  Calais,  and  Lewis 
had,  by  cooperating  with  him  in  the  invafion,  com- 
municated that  part,  at  leaft,  of  the  defign  to  all  the 
cpurts  of  Europe  where  he  had  ambailadors. 

The 
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Theldng  laid  the  whole  before  the  parliament,  and 
every  mind  was  engaged  in  examining  and  remarking 
upon  the  feveral  parts  of  the  confpiracy  and  its  con- 
fequences.  The  meafures  againft  the  papifts  and  non- 
jurors were  ilrengthened,  and  the  indignation  and 
inveteracy  of  party  renewed  their  keeneft  invedive 
againft  each  other.  In  the  mean  time  the  parliament 
and  the  nation  prefented  addrelTes  to  the  king ;  and 
amongil  them  the  following  reprefented  the  feelings  of 
the  Artillery  Company : 

TO  THE  KING'S  MOST  EXCELLENT  MAJESTIE. 

Great  Sir, 

Web  your  isajcftie's  moft  loyaU  and  obedient  fubje&s, 
the  prcGdcnt,  vice-prcfidenti  trcafurcr,  court  of  aififlants,  and 
body  of  the  Artillery  Company  of  your  city  of  London,  being 
deeply  fenfible  of  the  horrid  confpiracy  againft  the  life  of  yoor 
facred  majeftie,  doe  with  all  due  refentibent  deteft  fo  great  a 
wickednefiie^  and  heartily  congratulate  your  majeflie's  deliverance 
from  fo  eminent  danger,  rendering  our  utnnoft  thanks  and  acknow- 
ledgments to  Almighty  God  for  foe  great  a  blefling,  affuring  your 
majefiie*  that  as  wee  are  a  fociety  that  by  your  majeftie's  favour  are 
encouraged  in  the  pradice  of  armee^fo  our  conllant  endeavours  (hall 
be  to  d^monllrate  our  readyneffe  toufe  thofe  armes  for  the  defence 
of  your  majeliie,  and  chearfully  to  hazard  our  lives  for  the  main- 
tenance of,  your  majeftie's  rightfull,  and  lawfull  governmeiit  over 
us,  againil  all  your  enemies  both  at  home  and  abroad,  ever  praying 
for  your  majeflie's  long  life  and  profperous.  reigne. 

This  addrefs  was  prefented  at  the  fame  titne  as  that 
from  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  on  the  10th  March 
1695-6. — And  affociations  were  entered  into  by  the 
commons,  and  the  people  throughoutEngland,  to  ftand 

by 
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by  and  affifl:  each  other  in  the  fupport  and  defence 
of  the  king's  perfon  and  government,  againft  the  late 
£ing  James,  and  all  his  adherents*. 

The  peace  of  Ryfwic  took  place  in  the  following  year, 
and  very  foon  after  that  event  the  populaj^  leaders  of  the 
commons  became  very  ftrenuous  in  their  refolution  that 
the  army  fhould  be  difbanded,  and  that  a  Handing  army 
was  contrary  to  the  conftitution ;  it  was  however  with 
reludtance  that  the  court  party  yielded  any  thing  in  fa- 
vour of  this  fentiment,  and  amongft  the  general  encou- 
ragements given  to  the  army,  we  find'  that  the  prin- 
ciple reached  the  Artillery  Company,  from  the  condud 
of  whofe  officers  the  tone  of  the  leading  party  was 
generally  difcoverable.  The  court  refolved,  in  Feb* 
1696-7,  that  the  field  ofiBcers  of  the  auxiliaries  of  the 
city,  being  members  of  the  Company,  and  paying 
quarterage,  might  be  members  of  the  court,  as  the 
field  officers  of  the  trained  bands ;  but  that  the  cap- 
tains  of  the  auxiliaries  were  to  take  their  dignity  by 
feniority  of  memberihip ;  and,  in  order  to  promote  the 
advancement  of  the  committee  fHll  further,  the  king 
by  the  following  letter  recommended  to  the  court  of 
lieutenancy  of  London,  that  their  commiifioned  officers 
Ihould  become  members  of  this  Company : 

WILLIAM  R. 

TausTY  and  wcU-belovcd,  wc  greet  you  well.  Having 
formerly  confirmed  the  Artillery  Company  of  our  city  of  London 
according  to  its  anticnt  priviledges  and  cuftoms,  and  it  being  our 
defire  that  it  may  be  continued  and  preferved  in  fuch  manner  at 
may  beft  anfwer  the  end  of  its  firft  inflitution,  we  therefore  re- 
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eomniend  unto  your  care«  that  all  the  oommiffion  officers  of  the 
train  bands  of  our  faid  cky  may  lift  themfehcs  members  of  the 
faid  fociety^  that  fo  by  the  frequent  pra6lice  of  arms  according  to 
their  rules  ihey  may  be  the  better  qualified  to  perform  their  truft, . 
in  their  lefpefUve  commands,  and  foe  not  doubting  of  your  ready 
compliance  with  our  wDi  and  pleafure  herein^  we  bid  you  heardlj 
farewell. 

Given  at  our  Court  at  Kcnfingtoa,  the  21ft  day  of  March 
1696-71  in  the  ninth  year  of  our  reign. 

By  His  Majeftie*8  Command^ 

WILL.  TRUMBULL. 
To  our  trufty  and  well-bcloved  the  lieu- 
tenancy of  our  city  of  London. 

The  .court  of  afliftants  were  very  folicitous  for  fuch 
an  acquiiition  to  their  body  as  they  expected  from 
the  efFeft  of  this  letter}  but  five  months  elapfed 
without  any  benefit  appearing  upon  their  minutes, 
and  they  therefore  direfted  their  clerk  to  apply  to  the 
perfons  concerned,  in  order  that  he  might  report  their 
compliance  or  non-coiftpliaace  at  a  general  meeting  •  : 
his  applications  wer$  not  attended  with  much  fuc- 
cefs. 

In  the  mean,  time  the  clamours  and  publications 
againft  a  Handing  army  became  very  univerfal, 
imtil  the  king  met  the  parliament  for  a  new  feffion 
on  the  Sd  of  December,  when  in  his  opening  fpeech 
he  told  them,  that  "  England  could  not  be  fafe 
without  a  land  force,"  and  concluded  by  faying, 
^'  that  as  he  had  with  the  hazard  of  every  thing  ref- 
cued  their  religion,  laws,  and  liberties,  when  they  were 
iix  the  extremeft  danger,  fo  he  Ihould  place  the  glory 
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of  his  reign  in  preferving  them  entire,  and  leaving 
them  fo  to  pofterity.".  The  king's  fentiments  of  the 
neceffity  of  a  ftanding  army  gave  fo  much  diflatis- 
£Eidion  to  the  popular  party,  that  they  feemed  to 
forget  or  to  deny  him  due  credit  for  the  reft  of  his 
profeffions  in  the  caufe  of  the  country ;  the  commons 
refolved  to  pay  off  and  difband  all  the  forces  raifed 
fince  the  year  1680,  which  reduced  the  army  to  lefs 
than  8000  men ;  but  at  the  king's  inftigation  they 
could  not  be  brought  to  more»than  ten  thoufand  horfe 
and  foot :  he  felt  more  diftafte  at  this  want;  of  confi- 
dence than  at  any  other  circumftance  during  his 
reign,  and  declared  to  Bifhop  Burnet,  that  it  would 
render  his  alliance  fo  inconfiderable  .that  he  doubted 
whether  he  could  carry  on  the  government,  and  that 
he  was  weary  of  governing  a  nation  which  was  fo  jealous 
as  to  lay  itfelf  open  to  an  enemy  rather  than  truft 
him,  who  had  aded  fo  faithfully  during  his  whole  life; 
that  he  had  never  once  deceived  thofe  who  trufte4 
him*.  The  commons  directed  a  bill  to  regulate. 
and  reiider  the  militia  more  ufe&l,  but  nothing 
was  done  towards  fuch  a  regulation,  nor  any  aft 

paffedf. 

Under  all  thefe  popular  impreffion$,the  general  exef- 
dfes  and  field  days  of  the  Company,  although  regularly 
and  frequently  obferved,  yet  the  numbers  appear  to  have 
been  much  reduced,  and  confiderable  difficulty  fuf- 
fered  in  procuring  qualified  members  to  lead  on  thofe 
occafions ;  and,  after  many  excufes,  the  lot  fell  on 
Captain  John  Marlows  to  be  lieutenant-general,  ia 

•Tindal-  t  Ibid, 
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Sept.  I6d8,  he  being  a  very  grave  citizen  and  honoinv 
able  member  of  the  Company  *• 

The  king  however  took  leave  of  the  parliament 

previous. to  its  diflbiution,  vnth  ientiments  df  cordial 

approbation,  declaring  ^^  that  there  was  nothing  he 

valued  fo  much  as   the  efteem  and  love    of   his 

•  people  t*" 

Li  the  mean  time  the  affairs  of  the  Company,  for 
want  of  the  aid  which  the  letter  from  the  king  to  the 
lieutenancy  was  calculated  to  produce,  began  to 
decline ;  and  they  prefented  a  memorial  to  the  court 
of  aldermen,  in  June  1698,  who  promifed  it  their 
fupport  when  it  fliould  be  prefented  to  the  court  of 
common  council.  Sir  Matthew  Andrews,  their  pre- 
fident,  afterwards  carried  in  their  cafe,  and  it  was 
referred  to  the  committee  of  city  lands :  that  com« 
mittee  took  a  view  of  the  groimd,  under  the  order 
of  reference;  and  the  Company  folidted  the  lord 
mayor.  Sir  Humphrey  Edwin,  to  call  a  court  of  com« 
mon  council  for  its'  confideration  | :  that  court  agreed 
witl)  the  prayer  of  the  petition,  which  they  dated  to 
be  for  the  intereft  of  the  city  j  and  the  committee  were 
direfted  to  conclude  an  agreement  in  writing  with  the 
Company  for  a  leafe  to  bidld  on  the  fouth  end  of 

•  Court  Book.  fTindal. 

X  This  lord  mayor  being  a  dissenter^  carried  the  city  sword  to  the 
meeting  house,  in  Pinner*s  Hall»  which  produced  a  considerable 
clamour  during  his  mayoralty  -,  and  in  the  next  reign  a  bill  against 
occa-sional  conformity  was  introduced,  for  which  Prince  George  of 
Denmark  voted,  though  be  said  to  Lord  Wharton*  as  he  divided 
against  himy  My  heart  is  vid  ^ou.  .The  bill  however  was  lost. 
TinduL 
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the  ground,  and  a  grant  for  that  purpofe  of  ninety 
feet  next  Chifwell-ftreet  accordingly  pafied  the  city 
leal  on  the  8th  of  December  1698  ♦. 

As  the  king  continued  his  encouragement  to  the 
army,  and  had  aftually  ventured  to  keep  a  larger 
force  than  the  parliament  had  authorized,  thofe  who 
favoured  his  opinion  were  not  backward  in  lending 
their  afliftance;  of  this  number  it  is  very  probable 
was  a  corps  which  had  been  fome  time  paft  accuftom** 
ed  to  ezercife  in  the  church-yard  of  St.  Giles  Cripple- 
gate,  under  Lord  Dartmouth  ;  they  requefted  of  the 
Artillery  Company  a  copy  of  the  king's  letter  to  the 
lieutenacy,  but  the  court  of  ailiftants  anfwered  their 
requeft  by  faying,  that  if  any  of  them  were  of  the 
Company  they  might  attend  the  court  and  hear  % 
read,  bdt  that  to  grant  any  copy  of  it  would  not  be 
fiiitable  to  the  refpe£t  due  to  the  king ;  four  of  themt 
accordingly  came  on  the  8th  of  December,  and  it  was 
read  to  themf. 

When  the  king  opened  the  fourth  parliament  of 
his  mgn,  he  urged  their  confideration  of  '^  wiiat 
ftrength  ought  to  be  maintained  at  fea,  and  what 
force  kept  up  at  land  for  the  year:"  this  again 
awakened  the  lame  fentiments  which  they  had  before 
eaqirefled,  and  they  proceeded  to  reduce  the  army 
to  7000  men,  and  to  difmilis  his  Dutch  troops  who 
had  fought  with  him,  in  which  his  own  minifters  ac« 
quieiced ;  this  gave  him  great  uneafinefs,  and  he  re« 
fblved  to  withdraw  from  the  government ;  but  he 
recalled  this  determination  and  pafTed  the  bill,  not 
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without  telling  the  parliament  that  he  was  hurt  at  if^ 
though  he  aflented  to  it  "  to  prevent  any  dxflrufl  or 
jealoufy  arifing  between  himfelf  and  his  people ;  and 
that  the  nation  was  thereby  too  mtich  expofed  *.** 

Thefe  caufes,  though  they  had  more  immediate  re- 
lation to  the  tranfadionsrof  the  government,  neverthe- 
lefs  affefted,  and  very  fenfibly  too,  the  interefts  of  this  • 
Company  ;  for  they  tended  fo  far  to  reduce  the  num- 
bers of  its  members  and  its  ufual  fupport,  that  a  fub- 
fcription  became  neceffary  for  the  payment  of  itsdebts, 
for  repairing  the  pavement  in  Chifwell-ftreet,  near  the 
ground,  for  building  a  wall  to  part  of  the  ninety  feet 
of  land  which  had  lately  been  acquired  from  the  cor- 
poradon,  and  to  promote  the  building  of  houfes 
thereon  :  thefe  fubfcriptions  were  loans,  charged,  with 
intereft,  on  the  ground  rents*  Sir  Robert  Clayton^ 
the  prefident,  and  Sir  William  Afliurft^  the  vice-pre» 
fident,  firft  fubfcribed  50/.  each  *. 

Tliis  meafure  was  followed  by  a  reprefentation  of 
the  cafe  to  the  court  of  aldenhen  in  July,  in  which 
they  endeavoured  to  prefs  for  an  enforcement  of  the 
king's  letter  to  the  lieutenancy,  and  took  occafion  to 
urge  that  they  ihould  always  be  led  by  an  alderman  on 
their  days  of  exercife.  The  court  of  aldermen  felt 
the  caufe  of  the  Company  too  fmcerely  to  omit  any 
meafure  in  their  power  for  its  relief,  and  therefore  de-. 
fired  Sir  Francis  Child,  the  lord  mayof,  to  recommend 
the  applicadon  to  the  next  court  of  lientenancy,  and  to 
requeil  of  each  other  to  lead  on  the  days  of  exercife : 
and  in  the  following  Odober,  a  further  folidtadon  for 
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fubfcriptidns,  omitting  any  oventioii  of  the  Cpmpstny's 
debts,  was  revived  and  offer;4  ^^  ^U  ^^  meiqbers. 
The  debts  were  dated  at  upwajt4^of  lOOA  and  that  the 
income  did  not  anfwer  the  conltant charge:  toreniedy 
this  evil,  all  the  fervants  and  officers  of  the  Company, 
except  the  clerk  and  the  beadle,  were  difcharged  nixtil 
the  next  general  court. 

In  the  midit  of  thefe  difficulties,  an  indictment  was 
preferred  to  and  found  by  the  grand  jury  of  Middle- 
fex,  againft  the  Company,  for  not  repairing  the  pave- 
ment near  the  ground  in  Chifwell-ftreet :  the  queftion 
of  duty  in  this  refped  had  long  been  contefted,  and 
dierefore  the  repair  had  been  negleded.  Sir  Robert 
Clayton,  the  prefident,  declared,  that  he  thought  the 
honour  of  the  Company  was  concerned  to  do  this  re* 
p^,  and  recommended  a  free  gift  from  the  members 
in  order  to  effeft  it :  the  court  of  affiftants  adopted 
this  opinion,  and  took  upon  themfelves  to  do  it  in 
ihares  guarantied  upon  the  firft  money  to  be  received 
by  fubfcription  or  otherwife ;  and  upon  an  afTurance 
from  one  of  the  captains  that  the  repair  fhould  be 
done,  the  indictment  was  quaflied  30th  Nov.  1699. 
The  herbage  of  the  field  was  let  at  SO/,  per  ^ann.;  thi$ 
rent  was  appropriated  to  repay  Captain  Shorey,  who 
advanced  the  expenfe  upon  that  fecurity. 

The  deficiency  was  ftill  complained  of ;  and  as  the 
debts  and  falaries  remained  unpaid,  and  few,  if  any, 
new  memb^s  entered,  two  fergeants  were  difcharged 
in  March  until  further  order.  Such  was  the  decline 
of  the  Company,  that  a  debate  arole  in  the  court  in 
the  following  April  how  the  Company  could  be  raifed 
and  fujiported  ib  as  to  anfwer  the  end  of  its  inftitution. 
'j^  I.  They 
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They  acknowledged  a  debt  of  100/.  to  Gaptak  Shoi^^ 
and  obliged  ibemf^ei  to  repay  it,  widi  intereft,  out 
of  the  rent  of  die  heiliige,  and  to  feeure  it  by  a  leafe 
of  the  ground :  they  made  2in  api^cation  to  the  court 
of  fieutenancy  for  fupport,  who  ordered  all  their  com- 
miflioned  officers  to  become  members;  but  in  the 
following  November,  the  more  ferious  queftion  arofe 
whether  the  ground  fliould  be  fhut  up  ;  this^  however, 
was  negatived,  fo  long  as  there  fliould  b^  twenty-four 
members  in  arms  <m  vay  fummons  for  a  general  exer- 
cife. 

During  all  thefe  exigencies  the  Company  coiltitiued 
to  hold  frequent  courts  at  Guildhall;  and  though 
dieir  members  were  very  few,  yet  they  met  at  their 
ufual  field-days,  and  preserved  the  <!uftom  of  their 
marches  through  the  city  on  the  lord  mayor's  daiy, 
and  on  other  occafions  to  Baumes,  and  erected  in 
the  north-eaft  comer  of  the  ground  a  butt,  tbirty-fix 
feet  long,  and  twenty-four  feet  high,  for  ball-firing. 

On  the  4th  of  June  1700,  Sir  kobcfrt  ClaytcMi  pre- 
fident,  and  Sir  WSliam  AfUiurft  vlce-prefident,  be- 
ing in  the  court  of  aldermen,  a  deputation  f/om  the 
Company  attended,  and  being  called  in,  acquaint- 
ed fliat  court.  That  in  the  rejpref^tation  <^  the  fb^e 
of  the  Artillery  Company,  prefented  in  July  1698^ 
the  declining  fbte  of  the  (aid  Company  was  fet  forth, 
and,  as  one  mean§  to  raife  it,  a  propofal  was  made,  that 
the  court  of  aldermen  would  pleafe  to  coafider  of  fbme 
method  that  the  'Clompany  nought  always  have  fome 
perfon  to  lead  diem,  out  of  their  number :  which  that 
court  was  pleafed  to  promife  to  recommend  to  imt 
anpther.  And  they  were  furtheracqaailited,  thit  the 
Artillery  Company,  at  thefa*  gen^  court  fmce  held, 

did 
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did  acoordingly  lananimoufly  eled  two  of  the  femor 
aUmnen,  who  had  nev^  been  at  that  chargej  to  be 
their  generals,  for  the  prefent  year,  but  could  not 
engage  them  to  accept  it ;  fo  that  ^^  they  ftill  labouring 
under  die  lame  difficulty,  did  come  to  lay  the  cafe  of 
the  Company  before^e  court  of  aldermen,  and  to 
let  diem  know,  diat  if  they  would  not  conlider  of 
fome  way  to  fupport  the  Company,  and  particularly 
to  fi^ply  it  with  perfons  of  wordi  to  head,  them,  the 
Gompasiy  muft  fall/' 

Wliereiqxin,  bemg  ordered  to  withdraw,-  the  affair 
was  debated  in  a  full  court  of  aldetmen ;  and  after- 
wards ilie  gendemen  above  named  ^ere  again  called 
in,  and  the  lord  mayor  acquainted  them,  TImt  the 
court  of  aldermen  had  refeired  the  coniideratian  of 
what  was  fitto  be  done  to  a  committee,  confifting  of 
the  fix  pident  colonels  of  the  train  bands,  who  were 
to  report  Iheir  opinions  to  the  court,  and  he  doubted 
not  but  it  would  be  to  fatisfa&ion  f « 

The  refttlt  of  this  formal  aj^Iicadon,  however  im<- 
portaoat  it  was  to  t&e  Company,  does  not  s^ipear  upon 
dieir  minutes.  But  thefe  concerns  were  foon  £3rgo&> 
ten  in  the  more  important,  and  therefore  more  in« 
terefting  fubje^,  which  occupied  the  mind  of  ^very 
one,  the  fettling  the  fucceffion  to  the  crown,  after 
the  demife  of  the  king  and  the  Princeis  Anne  of  Den<^ 
marlumd  their  heixs.  The  commons  feamed  eight  arti^ 
des  of  limitatioa  Cor  a  bill  of  fucceffion,  but  feemed 
isiidi  averie  to  nominate  the  futcefTor.  When 
diat  pan  of  the  fubjeA  was  to  be  brought  forwatd^ 

»  Court  Book. 
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their  numbers  were  few;  and  when  it  could  no  longer 
be  delayed.  Sir  John  Bowles,  who  was  then  difor- 
dered  in  his  fenfes,  and  foon  after  quite  loft  themj  was 
made  the  inftrument  of  the  party  to  be  the  firft  to 
name  the  eleftrefs  dowag«r  of  Brunfwick.  The  bill 
pafled,  and  was  treated  with  the  fame  coolnefe  in  the 
upper  hoiife,  where  at  length  it  palTed  alfo,  and  re- 
ceived the  ropl  affent ;  and  the  king  fent  it  over  by 
the  Earl  of  Macclesfield  to  the  elefirefs  with  the 
garter.  The  proteftants  reckoned  it  a  great  point 
carried,  that  there  was  now  a  law  in  favour  of  a  pro- 
teftant  fucceffor;  for  it  was  evident  that  a  ftrong 
party  was  formed  againft  it,  in  &vour  of  the  pretended 
Prince  of  Wales,  then  thirteen  years  of  age.  The 
chief  oppofition  to  this  fettlement  was  from  the 
Dutchefs  of  Savoy,*  the  grand-daughter  of  Charles  I. 
who  fent  over  her  proteft  againft  it ;  but  (he  could  ex- 
peft  ho  fupport  from  the  party  who  pafled  the  bill ; 
and  by  placing  her  claim  immediately  next  after  the 
Princefe  of  Denmark,  flie  offended  all  the  adherents 
to  the  pretender,  by  renewing  th^  fufpidonl  of  his 
legitimate  birth  *. 

James  11.  had  led,  for  above  ten  years,  an  ina£Hve 
life  in  France.  The  monks  of  La  Trappe,  whom  he 
often  vifited,  were  edified  by  his  hi^mility  and  piety, 
and  hunting  was  his  chief  diverfion;  The  French 
king  vifited  him  at  Bourbon,  in  his  laft  illnefs,  and 
promifed  to  own  the  pretended  Prince  of  Wales  as 
king  of  England.  James  died  on  the  16th  of  Septem- 
ber, N.  S.  With  great  marks  of  devotion,  and  was  iiN 

•  Tindal. 
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terred  in  ''a  private  manner,  in  the  church  of  the 
Englilh  Benedidines,  in  the  fuburbs  of  St.  James,  at 
Paris. 

Louis  accordingly  declared  the  pretender  to  be 
king  of  England ;  upon  which  the  ambaffador  with- 
drew, and  the  indignation  of  the  people  of  England 
was  xoufed  to  an  ad  of  abjuration.  Addreffes  from 
the  dty,  and  all  parts  of  the  country,  were  fent  to  the 
king,  in  Holland,  who  immediately  embarked  for 
England  ;  but  lie  had  fuffered  fo  fevere  an  indifpofl- 
tion,  that  he  told  the  Earl  of  Portland  that  he  found 
himfelf  fo  weak,  that  he  could  not  expeft  to  live 
another  fimimer ;  but  charged  him  to  fay  nothing  of 
it  till  he  was  dead. 

On  the  21ft  of  February  1701-2,  the  king  fell 
from  his  horfe,  in  riding  fromKenfington,  and  broke  his 
right  collar  bone,  and  afterwards  very  rapidly  declined; 
and,  on  the  8th  of  March,  he  expired.  After  his 
death  the  pages  took  from  his  left  arm  a  black  ribbon, 
which  held  a  gold  ring,  containing  fome  hair  of  his 
Itte  queen,  which. was  a  ftrong  teftimony  of  the  re" 
gard  he  had  retainedfor  her  memory  *. 

Thus  died  King  William,  captain-general  of  this  j 
Company,  of  whom  contemporary  hiftorians  have  not  ( 
varied  in  their  praife :  a  monarch,  whofe  chief  luftre 
was  an  ardent  iefire  to  fulfil  the  great  truft  committed 
to  his  charge  ;^  whofe  anxiety  was  the  welfare  of  the 
people  over  whom  he  was  called  to  prefide  j  whofe 
life  was  energy ;  whofe  manners  were  morality ;  and 
whofe  death,  pious  refignation.     "  His  behaviour," 

•  Tindal. 
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laysTbdaly  **  was  folemn  and  ferious ;  fddom  cheer- 
ful, and  that  with  but  a  few :  —  he  fpoke  Kttle,  and  very 
flowly ;  and  mofl  commonly  with  adifgufting  drynefs, 
which  was  his  chara£ter  at  all  times,  except  in  a  day 
of  battle,  f6r  then  he  was  all  fire,  though  without  paifion; 
he  was  every  where,  and  looked  to  every  thing."  He 
was  bleffed  with  an  invention,  ever  fertile  in  refources  ; 
a  calm  and  ferene  magnanimity  in  battle  and  danger  ; 
fidelity  to  his  allies ;  and,  above  all,  an  invincible  at- 
tachment to  public  liberty,  to  which  his  ambition  was 
a  fecondary  and  fubordinate  paifion;  and  from  hi^  in« 
timate  knowledge  of  the  human  charader,  he  poflefied 
the  rare  talent  of  adapting  tfie  fervices  of  his  fecret 
enemies  to  the  profecution  of  his  defigns. 

•  t  LaiBg*s  Scot.  854. 
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^«<«i  ^ne.rr^nqi  tfi  1714. 

J.  HE  Princefs  Anne  of  Denmark,  daughter  of 
James  !!•  and  wife  of  Prince  George  of  Denmark, 
already  mentioned,  and  to  vrhom  itie  was  nu^ed  op 
Juty  19,  1693,  acceded  to  the  croiyn  upoi^  the  death 
of  William  III.  purfuant  to  the  zQi  of  fettlement 
noticed  in  the  preceding  reign  i  fhe  had  froB[i  her  in- 
fancy imbibed  ftrong  prejudices  agaonfl  the  whig 
p^rty,  whom  flie  had  been  taught  tp  ef^e^m  not  only 
as  republicans  but  as  enemies  to  the  church  of  £ng^ 
laad  *•  This  eventually  gave  a  decided  tiun  to  the 
councils  of  the  nation,  though  (he  did  not  make  any 
immediate  change  in  the  miniftry. 

The  city  of  London,  ^11  the  cqrpqfalion^  of  die 
kingdom,  fUid  even  the  fubaltem  bodies  of  ^ties,  fays 
Tlndal,  came  up  with  addrefles  to  the  throne ;  amongft 
which  the  Artillery  Company  were  not  backward  to 
cxprefe  their  zealous  devotion  to  her  fervice,  and  their 
gratitude  to  the  deceafed  monarchy  wha  bad  fecured 
the  fucceifion  of  the  crown  to  herfelf. 

?  TindaL 
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To  the  Moft  lUuftrious  and  High-born 

PRINCESS  ANNE, 

By  the  Grace  of  God  Queen  of  England,  Scotland,  France,  and 

Ireland,  De&nder  of  the  Faith : 
The  moft  burnhk  Addrefs  of  the  Prefident^  Vtce-Prefdeni,  Treafurir^ 

Court  ofAJJiftaniSy  and  Body  tf  the  ArttUiry  Company ^  in  ib§  City 

of  London  : 

Permit  us,  mighty  Queen,  tp  condole  with  the  reft  o^ 
your  faithful^  fuhje^ts  for  the  death  of  our  late  moft  glorious  and 
heroick  fovereign,  of  immortall  memory,  William  the  Third,  the 
deliverer  of  thefe  nations  from  impending  flavety  and  fuperftitioii, 
the  refcuer  and  maintainer  of  the  liberties  of  Europe,  and  protcd^er 
of  the  proteftant  intereft  in  all  the  parts  of  the  earth. 
^  But  of  all  the  .obligations  he  laid  on  the  people  of  England^ 
-yhat  we  -muft  ever  remember  with  the  moft  feeling  fence  of  grati- 
tude, is.  the  pwfbaring  of  your  majefty  from  being  excluded  from 
the^^ton^j  your  acceifion  to  which  we  congratulate  with  the 
jrreateft  fincen'ty,  haying  not  only  the  moft  rightful  and  lawful 
title  in  the  world,  but  as  being  like  wife  the  worthieft  to  fuccced 
<our  deceaft  monarch,  by  your  unihaken  adherence  to  the  church 
'of  England,  your  charitable  difpofition  to  tender  confciences,  your 
•gloribuB  refolutions  of  humbling  France,  of  fupporting  your  allies, 
maintain JDg  the jfucceiSon  of  the  crown  in  the  proteftant  line»  and 
Encouraging  the  peaceable  profef&ona  of  arts  and  trade  in  the  midft 
of  tumultuous  wars* 

According  to  the  infdtution  of  our  Company,  we  promife  to  do 
^ur  beft  in  training  your  loyall  citizens  to  the  ufe  of  arms  for  the 
vfec'urity  of  your  royal  perfon,  title  and  dignity,  and  the  prefenratton  of 
thofe  bleifingrfo  much  worth  fighting  for, which  citizens  can  only 
enjoy  in  a  free  government,  and  under  fo  excellent  a  prince.  And, 
in  all  humility,  we  pray  that  your  majefty  would  be  gratioofly 
pleafed  to  appoint  us  a  general,  which  charge  the  late  king  did  at 
the  honour  to  take  uj>on  himfelf,  according  to  the  example  of  foroe 
of  your  royal  predeceiFors.  And  on  our  parts  we  (hall  never  be 
wanting  in  gratitude  or  duty,  with  the  hazard  of  our.  lives  and 
fortunes,  to  defend  your  caufe  an^  perfon  againft  the  pretended 
Prince  of  WaleSj  and  all  your  majeftie's  open  or  fecret  enemies  what- 
foever. 

This 
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This  loyal  addrefs  was  agreed  on  the  4th  of  June, 
and  foon  afterwards  prefented  by  the  lej^ding  pfficers 
of  the  Company,  and  received  the  queen's  gracious 
anfwer  on  the  26th,  appointing  Prince  George  of 
Denmark,  her  hufband,  to  be  captain-general. 

ANNE  R. 

Trusty  and  wd-bclovcd.  Wee  greet  you  well.  Wee 
being  well  fatisfied  of  the  loyalty  and  good  afFcdUon  of  our  Artillery 
Company,  and  being  therefore  willing  td  promote  the  welfare  and 
preferyation  of  itt  io  its  ancient  good  order  and  difciplinCy  have 
thought  fitt  to  authorize  and  inipowcr,  and  accordingly  do  hereby 
autbonze  and  impower^  you,  frecjuently  to  exercife  our  faid  Com« 
pany  in  arms,  as  well  in  the  ground,  commonly  called  the  Artillery 
Ground,  near  Moorfields,  as  in  other  places  where  they  have  for- 
merly ufed  to  exercife  j  and  wee  do  hereby  likewife  give  you  fnU 
power  and  authority  to  hold  courts,  free  and  publick,  for  the  an* 
nu^l  choice  of  officers^  and  other  occafions,  as  may  be  neceflary 
and  requifite  for  the  better  government  of  the  faid  Company,  ac- 
cording to  the  ancient  rules  and  pra6lice  thereof,  in  fuch  place, 
and  places,  and  att  fuch  time,  and  times,  as  hath  been  ufual :  We . 
&ewife  recommend  unto  your  care  that  all  the  commiffioa 
ofEcers  of  our  traine  bands,  of  the  faid  city,  may  lift  themfdvcs 
members  of  the  faid  fociety ;  that  fo,  by  the  frequent  pra&ice  of 
irmsy  according  to  their  rules,  they  may  be  the  better  qualified  to 
perform  their  trud  in  their  refpedlive  commands ;  and,  for  fo 
doing,  this  ihall  be  your  warrant ;  and  for  your  further  encourage- 
ment, wee  do  think  fit  to  declare  our  mod  dear  hufband,*  Prince 
Geoige  of  Denmark,  captain^generall  of  your  Company,  and  ihaD 
teftifye  our  good  will  towards  you  on  ?llX  occafions,  proper  for  vm 
to  esprefs  it  in,  and  fo  wee  bid  you  farewell. 

Given  at  our  Court  at  St.  James's,  the  26th  day  of  June 
1702,  in  the  firftyear  of  our  reign. 

By  Her  Majcfty's  Command, 

NOTTINGHAM. 
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The  field  officers  w^e  ordered  to  altaid  \rith  this 
letter  uppn  the  court  c^  lieutenancy,  and  to  Sir  Sa- 
muel Dafhwood,  the  lord-mayor  elefl,  to  fhow  thdr 
Euthority.for  continuing  their  exercifes,  and  the  £iiy(MBr 
vrhich  they  had,  at  this  esu^ly  period  of  the  new  reiga, 
received  from  their  queen;  the  Company  were  en- 
couraged to  ground  a  further  application  upon  it  to 
the  lieutenancy  for  a  peremptory  order  that  all  their 
officers  ihould  become  members  of  this  Compa^y^which 
iras  obtained  in  the  following  year ;  the  annual  iet 
tivals  were  revived ;  a  new  fpring  feemed  to  be  given 
to  the  fociety,  and  a  new  caufe  for  increafing  exer- 
tion:  they  were  willing  to  augur  the  moil  favourable 
hopes  from  the  aufpicious  commencement  of  st  reiga 
that  could  not  fail  to  be  glorious,  under  the  aid  of 
Ibme  of  the  fitft  talents  for  the  cabinet  and  for  the  field 
that  ever  combined  to  fhed  their  tranfcendent  lufbre  on 
any  nation  j  and  they  ekpeded  with  delight  the  anti- 
cipated profperity  of  the  country,  and  of  the  metro- 
polis, in  the  revival  of  that  energy  which  would  lead 
them  to  participate  in  the  caufe,  aided  by  the  claims 
of  an  increafing  gallantry  in  the  prote£tion  of  a  vir- 
tuous and  accompliftied  princefs  upon  the  throne. 

The  Company  having  previoufly  offered  their  fer- 
vices  to  Sir  Samuel  Dafhwood,  the  lord  mjyor  eled, 
had  the  honour  to  make  a  part  in  the  proceffion  on 
lord  mayor's  day,  when  the  queen  dined  at  Guildhall, 
and  conferred  the  honour  of  knighthood  on  fome  of 
the  leading  members  of  this  Company  ;  viz.  Gilbert 
Heathcote,  £fq.  Francis  Dalhwood,  £fq.  the  lord 
mayor's  brother,  Richard  Hoare,  Efq.  and  Mr. 
Eaton,  a  linen-draper  \  at  whofe  houfe,  oppofite  Bow 
2  Church, 
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Church,  in  Gheaplide,  a  fuperb  conopy  was  ereSed, 
undar  which  her  majefty  fat  during  the  procdfion  •• 

The  eftablifliment  of  Prince  George  being  by  no 
means  equal  to  his  rank,  as  hufband  to  the  reigning 
queen,  the  parliament  paffed  a  bill  for  an  increafe  of 
his  income  ;  but  a  claufe  was  filbjoined,  that  in  cafe  of 
lus  furviving  he  might  be  capable  of  fitting  in  the 
privy  council,  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  and  to  hold  any 
office.  A  confiderable  jealoufy  was  excited  againft 
the  grant  of  thefe  privileges  to  a  fordgn  prince,  al- 
though naturalized,  and  alfo  to  the  making  it  part  of 
a  money  bill,  which  the  lords  muft  either  pafs  or  re^ 
jeft.  They  fatisfied  themfelves  with  a  very  ftrorig  pro- 
teft,  figned  by  twenty-dght,  againft  whom  the  queen 
could  not  reftrain  fome  expreflions  of  her  difpleafure. 

Sir  Robert  Clayton  bemg  prefident  in  1702,  invited 
the  captain-general  to  dine  at  the  Company's  anniver- 
fary  feftival,  held,  according  to  ancient  cuftom ;  but  a 
general  court  for  eledtions  intervenmg,  the  entertain- 
ment was  not  effeded  f. 

In  the  hurry  of  oppofing  fadtions,  which  agitated  the 
court  and  the  coimtry  at  that  period,  it  was  not  extra- 
ordinary that  this  Company,  which  was  of  fufficient  im- 
portance to  be  efteemed  a  delirable  coadjutor  to  either, 
Ihould  at  length  be  made  fubfervient  to  the  prevail- 
ing afcendant :  the  lieutenancy  was  changed,  and  the 
Company  was  placed  under  the  diredion  of  other  affifl- 
ants,  at  their  eleftion  in  April  1703,  when  Sir  William 
Pritchard,  Sir  John  Fleet,  who  had  been  lord  mayor 
in  1692,  and  Sir  Charles  Duncomb,  who  were  all 

•  TIndal.  t  Bkckwell. 
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devoted  to  the  courts  to  its  meafures,  and  its 
doftrines,  were  vefled  with  the  management  of  the 
Company  *• 

Under  the  prefent  profpefts  which  the  Comjany 
entertained  of  new  encomagement,  they  continued 
their  ufual  exercifes,  although  they  were  always  at- 
tended with  expenfe ;  this  increafed  their  debts,  for 
which  they  again  found  a  friend  in  Captain  Shorey, 
who  advanced  lOOL  on  his  former  fecurity,  in  Auguft 
1703  J  and  the  court  of  afliftants  took  into  confidera- 
tion  how  much  of  the  ground  might  be  let  without 
prejudice  to  the  Company  or  to  the  trained  bands.  A 
confiderable  time  elapfed  before  any  report  was  made 
on  tlais  fubjeft  j  till  at  length,  in  OQu  1704,  a  report 
was  made  that  any  leafe  would  be  prejudicial,  as  what 
(hould  remain  would  be  fcarcely  fufficient  tp  draw  up  a 
regiment,  hut  that  twenty  feet  fix)m  the  eaft  wall 
would  not  create  any  inconvenience ;  and,  after  much 
attention  being  paid  to  the  fubjeck,  they  refolved  not 
to  grant  more  tlian  the  ninety  feet  of  groimd  next 
CJiifwell-ftrCct,  which  they  had  received  from  the 
city. 

It  is  thus  evident  that  the  connexion  between  the 
lieutenancy  and  the  Company  was  always  confideredj 
and  that  fince  the  commencement  of  the  prefent  reign 
a  confiderable  incrcafe  in  the  numbers  of  the  Company 
had  been  effecled. 

In  the  follou*ing  year,  1 706,  the  Company's  eftate 
was  greatly  improved,  by  granting  an  under  leafe 
of  fixr\'-one  vears,  at  3i.  a  foot,  of  the  above-mentioned 

ground. 
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ground,  to  be  built  upon,  for  which  tenants  were 
foon  procured. 

The  Eleiftrefe  Sophia,  who  was  next  heir  in  fuc- 
ceifion  to  the  crown  under  the  aft  of  fettlement,  was 
at  this  time  about  feventy-five  years  of  age ;  but  en- 
joyed fo  much  vivacity,  that  ftie  was  efteemed  the  beft 
informed  and  the  moft  entertaining  woman  in  Europe: 
it  was  &id  that  flie  was  willing  to  change  the  fcene, 
and  to  fhine  in  England ;  and  therefore  (he  feems  to 
hare  been  the  fecret  fpring  of  the  bill  of  regency  which 
ps^ed  in  1705,  inviting  her  to  England,  and  providing 
a  miniftry  for  her  in  cafe  of  her  accef&on«  Some  jea- 
loufies'  appeared  at  court  againft  this  meafure,  and 
flie  therefore  took  care  to  avow  her  defire  to  maintain 
the  ftrideft  fiiendfliip  with  the  queen ;  that  fhe  lived 
in  quiet  and  content  where  fhe  was,  without  meddling 
in  parties ;  and  left  it  to  the  queen  and  the  parliament 
to  do  what  they  thought  fit.  The  bill  however  receiv- 
ed &e  royal  affent  >  and  another  for  her  naturaliz- 
ation, and  her  acknowledged  title  to  the  cro\(ii, 
conftituted  the  fecond  article  of  the  union,  which 
received  the  fignatures  of  its  refpe£Hve  commiifioners 
on  the  26th  of  July  1706. 

It  was  an  invariable  pra£tice  at  this  period,  that  the 
aidermen,  being  members  of  the  Company,  fliould 
hold  the  office  of  general  on  thei)r  grand  marches ; 
and  die  court  attended  them  on  this  fubjed,  to 
fecure  a  regular  rotation  for  the  .  honour  of  the  fo* 
dety:  pikes  and  bandeliers  were  ordered  for  the 
march  in  Auguft,  in  cafe  forty-eight  member?  fhould 
attmd  Sir  Thomas  Rawlinfon,  the  lord  mayor. 

Early 
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Early  in  the  year  1707-8,  the  Frendi  king,  to  re^ 
taliate  the  attempt  lately  made  upon  Toulon  by  tke 
confederates,  refolved  to  carry  the  war  into  Great 
Britain,  by  fending  the  pretended  JMnoe  of  Wales 
into  Scotland,  with  a  fleet  and  army,  to  take  poflet 
fion  of  that  kingdcxn,  under  the  hopes  of  availing 
himfelf  of  the  difcontents  of  fosie  of  the  Scots  againft 
the  union,  who  were  reprefented  to  him  as  ready  to 
jpin  him  on  his  arrival  ^.  Itwasthus  that  tiie  political 
energies  of  the  dmes  often  prevented  the  exiled  iamily 
from  a  contented  retirement,  by  being  made  fubfer* 
vient  to  iar  other  puipofes  than  their  own  redevation. 
The  Chevalier  de  St.  George,  encouraged  by  the 
flattering  prpfpe&  with  which  the  court  of  France  had 
dazzled  him,  fet  out  from  St.  Germain's,  with  the 
Ibnd  fecurity  of  reaching  ^e  tinrone  df  his  anceC* 
t6rs  ;  and  Louis  did  not  fiadl  to  implore  the  beoedico 
dons  of  the  Vatican  to  lead  him  on  with  die  favours 
of  Heaven.  But  the  vigilance  and  alacrity  of  the 
Englifh  cabinet  and  its  minifters  at  the  Hague  de^ 
feated  the  defign ;  and  while  the  two  houfes  of  parlia* 
ment  prefented  addreffes  of  their  unalterable  fidelity 
to  the  crown,  they  did  not  omit  their  warm  acknow^ 
ledgments  to  admiral  Sir  George  Byng,  who^  with  a 
finall  fquadron,  and  that  not  in  the  beft  condition^ 
had  effed^ually  prevented  the  intended  invafion. 

Thefe  addrefles  were  feconded  by  the  cities  and  fo* 
cieties  of  England,  among  which  the  foUoiraig  was 
prefented,  on  the  Sift  of  March  1707-8,  by'the  body 
fcf  the  Artillery  Company. 

•  Tindal. 

TO 
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TO  THE  QUEEN'S  MOST  EXCELLENT  MAJESTIK. 

Wbe  your  naajeftie's  moft  lo^all,  dutyfull,  and  obedieiil 
fafjefts,  the  preiidenty  vice-prefident,  treafurer,  and  court  of tif* 
iifiaats  of  the  Artillery  Company  of  the  city  of  London^  prefume 
to  approach  your  royall  prefence  to  acknowledge  your  majeftie'a 
care  and  ▼igilance  in  difTappomting  the  defignet  and  mechinatxras 
•f  your  moft  eoTeterate  as  well  as  powerfull  enemie,  the  Freach 
king»  who  attempted  to  invade  your  kingdoms,  to  fupporc  a  pre- 
teivder,  whom  he  hath  digniikd  with  the  dile  and  title  of  Kiag  of 
Great  Brhtain,  in  order  to  amufe  your  fubjeds  with  fears  and 
jealoufies. 

But  when  we  conlider  the  glory  and  honour  your  majeftie  hath 
acequired  to  your  dominkMiSy  by  maintaintog  and  fapporti^g  fo 
formida]>k  confcdniey,  for  preferving  the  reformed  rel^ioaand 
liberty  of  Europe,  we  can  hardly  believe  there  can  be  any  fuch 
monflers  in  nature,  as  can  be  di(rd£re6ted  to  your  majcftie  or  go- 
vernment, much  mofe  conHdcriog  the  benign  influence  of  your  m«* 
jefties  reigpi  -and  juft  adm»illration  in  all  refpe^s.  ^ 

We  take  this  opportunity  toafTure  your  mageftie,  we  Aiall  on  thS^ 
at  oa  all  other  occa(ions»  to  the  utmoft  of  onr  power,  nnaintain  and 
fupport  your  majeftie's  perfon  and  government,  as  by  Jaw  eftablifht 
in  church  and  ilate,  againft  all  your  enemies  both  at  home  and 
abroad,  not  doubting  of  your  majeilie*s  favour,  protedlioo,  and 
encouragement,  to  To  long  an  eftablfibt  fociety,  and  wee  fliall  alwa  ja 
pniytiiac  God  may  preferve  your  majeftie's  facred  |>erfon,  as  alft> 
that  of  your  royall  eonfort,  our  captain-generaU,  with  heakh  and 
loag  life,  and  that  your  majeftie's  reign  may  be  ha^py  and  prof- 
perous. 

JOHN  FLEET,  Prefidcm. 

JEFFERY  JEFFERYS,  Vioe-Prefident,  5cc.  &c. 

The  Company's  debts  had  confiderably  increafei 
imder  the  management  and  influence  of  thofe  who 
had  lately  governed  it ;  and  therefore,  at  thar  gene- 
ral elefUon,  April  170ff,  they  refcued  it  from  their 
hands,  and  chofe  Sir  William  Afhhurft,  Sir  Owen 

Buckingham,. 
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Buckingham,  4nd  Sir  Gilbert  Heathcote,  all  of  the 
whig  party,  into  the.three  principal  offices  of  prefi- 
dent,  vice-prefident,  and  treafurer :  thefe,  with  feve- 
ral  other  gentlemen  elefted  on  the  court  of  affiftants 
at  the  fame  time,  eff"eaed  in  great  degree  the  refto- 
ration  of  the  Company,  and  defeated  the  meafures 
taken  by  the  adverfe  party  to  deprefs  and  difcourage 
it*. 

On  the  28th  of  Oftober  1708,  the  Prince  of  Den- 
mark  died  of  an  ailhma  with  which  he  had  long  been 
afili&ed.  He  had  been  married  to  the  queen  twenty- 
five  years  and  fome  months,  and  had  been  captain- 
general  of  the  Artillery  Company  rather  more  than 
fix  years.  The  queen,  who  had,  during  the  whole 
courfe  of  their  union,  evinced  the  moft  affeftionate 
^  regard  to  him,  was  no  lefs  exemplary  in  her  atten- 
tions during  his  laft  illnefs,  which  had  continued  for 
feveral  years.  He  had  given  evidence  of  his  bravery  in 
the  wars  in  Denmark  and  Ireland ;  his  temper  was 
mild,  and  his  life  free  from  vice ;  he  had  travelled 
much Jn  Europe,. and  knew  more  than  he  exprefled. 
As  he  had  been  educated  for  .the  fea,  he  was  created 
lord  high  admiral,  generaliffimo  of  the  fea  and  land 
forces,  and  warden  of  the  Cinque  Ports,  with  the 
title  of  Duke  of  Cumberland.  He  did  not  interfere 
much  in  the  cabinet,  though  he  fuffered  himfelf  to 
be  led  in  his  meafures  by  the  tones  who  had  ferved 
him :  finally,  he  was  interred  in  the  abbey  of  Wefl- 
minfter,  on  the  13th  of  November,  with  all  the  pomp 
confiftent  with  what  was  called  a  ^)rivate  funeral  t» 

•  BlackwclL  t  Tindal. 

Notwith- 
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Notwitbftanding  the  Company  poffeffed  the  grant 
of  a  beneficial  leafe  of  ground  from  the  city,  in  ord^r 
to  raife  their  revenue  by  building,  yet  they  found 
great  diflSculty  in  rendering  it  efFedual,  and  therefore 
framed  another  application  to  the  city,  upon  the  au- 
thority of  the  following  order: 

The  members  having  been  acquainted  that  this  court  was  called 
to  eonfider  the  cafe  of  the  Company  with  refpe£b  to  the  city's 
grant  iFor  building,  and  the  opinion  of  councell  thereon  being 
laid  before  them  on  30  Not.  1708 : 

Rcfolvcd,  That  applicacion  (hould  be  made  to.  the  coqrt  of  al- 
dermen, and  that  they  ihould  be  accquaintcd  that  the  grant  made 
ro  the  Company  in  the  year  1698,.  for  liberty  to  build. in  order  to 
raife  mony  for  the  fupport  of  the  Company,  had  not  only  proved 
ineffe^aall.by  reafon  of  trufteea  named  in  the  fald  grant,  whereby 
it  wzs  impradlicable  to  make  under  leafes,  but  that  the  great  ex- 
pcncc  flfor  making  good  the  pavement,  which  fFormcrly  was  a  charge 
to  the  city,  Bad  involved  ttie  Company  in  a  coniiderable  debt,  and 
therefore  10  defire  the  court  of  aldermen  would  plcafc  to  dirc6t 
and  advife  what  means  might  beft  be  ufed  to  attain  the  ends  of  the 
City's  grant  to  this  Company,  whether  by  procureing  an  a£l  of 
pariiamenC  to  impower  the  court  of  aflldants  for  the  time  being 
lo  grant  leafes  or  otherwife,  as  in  their  wifdoms  fhould  fee  bcft. 

1 708-9.  The  gentlemen  who  were  defired  to  attend 
this  matter  on  the  16th  of  Feb.  reported,  that  it  was 
the  opinion  of  the  recorder  that  the  bed  way  for  the 
Company  to  attain  the  defign  of  the  grant  of  the . 
ground  would  be  to  make  application  to  the  lord 
mayor,  aldermen,  and  common  council,  and  that  the 
city  fhould  reaffume  their  title  by  ejefting  the  prefent 
truftees,  and  then  make  a  new  grant  to  fuch  perfons 
as  would  a&,  and  fuch  a  number  as  might  be  proper 
to  fign  under  leafes  to  the  tenants. 

During  the  following  year,  the  Company's  ufual 
M  meetings 
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meetings  were  regularly  preferved^  though  k  does  not 
appear  that  dieir  attention  was  particularly  occupied 
by  any  of  the  exterior  drcumftanc^  which  engaged 
the  progrefe  of  public  affiiirs*  In  fad,  the  almoft 
tinceafing  wars  which  filled  up  the  courfe  of  this 
reign,  while  tranquillity  remained  at  home,  contributed 
greatly  to  employ  the  cabinet,  and  the  forces  of  the 
country,  and  to  heap  laurek  ou  the  brows  of  the 
Duke  of  Marlborough  and  his  many  gallant  coadju- 
tors J  yet  they  left  little  for  the  more  confined  atten- 
tion of  municipal  authority,  or  for  the  exertions  of 
its  military  and  limited  force.  But  at  the  dofe  of  the 
year  the  paffions  of  the  two  ieading  &£dons  of  the 
time  were  awakened  to  a  jnnnacle  of  ahnoft  diftrac- 
tion,  by  a  fermon  preached  at  St.  Paul's  cathedral  on 
the  5th  of  November,  before  Sir  Samuel  Garrard, 
lord  mayor,  and  his  brethren,  by  Dr.  Henry  Sache- 
verel,  from  the  words  of  St.  Paul,  ^^  Perils  from  ialfe 
brethren.'*  Different  charaders  of  this  man  have 
been  given  by  different  writers,  according  as  they  have 
been  fwayed  to  favour  or  to  oppofe  his  fentiments ; 
but  all  feem  to  agree  that  he  was  bold  with  fome 
learning,  had  a  livelineis  of  expreffion  without  much 
chaftenefs  of  language,  and  often  riiked  the  effeds  of 
violent  declamation  to  anftver  the  end  for  which  he 
preached.  In  this  fermon  he  afferted  the  dodrine  of 
non-refiftance  and  divine  right,  in  the  mod  unqualified 
terms ;  refleded  on  the  toleration  which  had  been 
granted  in  the  late  reign  j  poured  forth  much  fcom 
upon  aU  diffenters ;  and  animated  the  people  to  ftand 
up  for  the  defence  of  the  church,  for  which,  he  faid, 
he  founded  the  trumpet,  and  bid  U^em  put  on  the 

whole 
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whole  armour  of  God*  The  lord  mayor  recom* 
mended  hun  to  print  the  fermon,  "with  which  he  com- 
plied ;  and  inafmuch  as  it  pleafed  the  tories,  fo  it  re-^ 
ceived  the  vengeance  of  the  whi^s,  who  were  at  this 
time  the  predominant  party. 

The  Houfe  of  Commons  entertained  the  fubjed  with 
rery  ferious  attention,  and  the  lord  mayor  efcaped  the 
cnfiody  of  die  fergeant-at-arms  only  by  denying  bk 
having  reconunended  the  publication  of  the  fermoiif 
Arddes  of  impeachment  were  then  filed  againft  tJie 
dod:or;  upon  which  he  was  tried  amidft  the  damours 
of  one  party,  and  die  encouraganent  of  the  other ; 
he  was  at  laigth  found  guilty,  fentenced  to  a  fufpen- 
don  from  preaching  for  three  years,  and  the  fermon 
to  be  burnt,  in  the  prefence  of  the  lord  mayor  and 
iherif&,  at  the  Royal  Exchange*  Sir  Samuel  Garrard 
was  mortified  at  being  ordered  to  aiSft  at  the  burning 
a  fermon  he  had  heard  and  approved :  he  moved  for 
his  excufe  that  he  was  a  member  of  the  commons 
houfe ;  this  was  deferred  by  the  houfe  till  they  knew 
what  anfwer  he  fliould  return  to  the  iherifis  whe- 
ther-^  he  would  attend  or  not;  and  here  the  matter 
dropp^* 

The  ferment  every  where  raifed  by  this  fermon  and 
its  confequences,  affefbed  the  peace  of  the  metropolis 
and  the  coumry.  Every  one  who  had  hitherto  fuf- 
fered  his  opinions  to  guide  his  private  judgment,  now 
aded  upon  them  in  his  public  life  and  converfation. 
Men  became  jealous  of  each  other  if  they  differed,  and 
more  avowedly  fo  if  they  held,  pr  were  defirous  of 
holding,  any  oAenfible  office  or  ^nployment,  and  thus 
it  became  the  fpurce  of  a  ftrong  contefl  in  the  ArtiU 

M  2  lery 
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lery  Company,  in  March  1710,  at  the  general  elec- 
tion for  officers  and  court  of  ailiftants. 

On  the  28th  of  September  following,  the  queen 
put  the  feals  to  a  commiffion  for  renewing  the  lieu- 
tenancy of  the  city  of  London,  in  which  feveral 
whigsi  who  were  in  the  former,  were  left  out,  and 
tories  put  in  their  places.  It  was  chiefiy  defigned  to 
prevent  Sir  Gilbert  Heathcbte,  then  near  the  chair, 
and  governor  of  the  bank,  who  had  given  o£Fence  to 
the  court,  by  an  application  in  favour  of  the  late  mi- 
nifter,  the  Earl  of  Sunderland,  from  being  chofen 
lord  mayor,  and  to  ftrengthen  the  intereft  of  the  high 
church  party  in  the  general  eledion  for  the  dty,  which 
had  ufually  great  influence  in  other  towns.  But 
the  commiffion  was  opened  too  late  to  have  any  eflfed; 
for  at  the  ele£Hon  of  a  lord  mayor  on  Michael- 
mas-day, he  was  chofen  by  a  majority  upon  a  poll 
demanded  for  Sir  Richard  Hoare.  In  this  the  citi- 
zens gave  him  his  turn  by  feniority,  according  to  a 
refolution  of  court  made  long  before. 

When  the  commiffion  was  opened  at  GuildhaU, 
Sir  Samuel  Garrard,  then  lord  mayor.  Sir  Francis 
Child,  Sir  John  Parfons,  Sir  Robert  Bedingfield,  Sir 
William  Withers,  and  Sir  Richard  Hoare,  were  cho- 
fen colonels  of  the  fix  regiments ;  and  when  they 
prefented  their  addrefs  to  the  queen,  (he  defired  them, 
as  they  had  great  fortunes  of  their  own,  to  ufe  their 
endeavours  to  fupport  the  public  credit.  It  was  ex- 
pe<3:ed  that  this  recommendation  would  have  had  a 
good  eflfea,  and  engaged  the  tory  party  in  the  dty 
gither  to  advance  money  to  the  government,  or  to 
i|fi^...^^ir  utijipft  endeavours  to  fupport  the  public 
\:  .         '  fimdsj 
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ftinds ;  bift  neither  of  thefe  happened,  which  gave 
the  miniftry  no  imall  uneaiinefs ;  and  in  the  enfuing 
eleftion  for  the  city,  the  induftry  of  the  lord  mayor 
and  aldermen  of  the  high  church  party  fecured  the 
fuccefs  of  Sir  William  Withers,  Sir  Richard  Hoare, 
Sir  George  Newland,  and  John  Cafs,  £fq. 

Sir  Gilbert  Heathcote,  and  other  whigs,  were  in- 
fulted  as  they  left  Guildhall;  he  however  entered 
upon  his  honours  on  the  SOth  of  Oftober,  which  was 
then  the  lord  ;nayor's  day,  but  he  was  infulted  during 
the  proceflion.    • 

The  fame  divided  principles  which  aftuated  this 
public  ele£Hon,  found  their  way  into  the  Artillfery 
Company,  where  the  fame  men  renewed  the  field  of 
conteft  on  their  own  ground;  but  their  attempts  were 
cruihed  by  the  vigour  and  refolution  of  the  members, 
'who  were  determined  to  retain  their  privilege  of  ex- 
ercifmg  arms,  which  they  had  difcouraged.  The 
conteft  for  'the  office  of  prefident  was  carried  by  Sir 
William  Withers  againft  Sir  William  Alhhurft,  by  124 
votes  againft  101  j  that  for  vice*prefident  was  fecured 
by  the  lord  mayor  againft  Sir  Richard  Hpare,  who 
had  received  his  honours  at  the  fame  time,  by  135 
votes  againft  126 ;  and  Sir  Charles  Peers  was  ele£led 
treafurer  by  133,  in  preference  to  John  Cafs,  Efq. 
vho  prelTed  him  with  127-  Sir  James  Bateman  and 
Sir  William  Lewin,  aldermen,  were  eleded  generals, 
and  Sir  George  Thoaold,  and  Alderman  Eyles,  a 
direftor  of  the  bank,  lieutenant-generals.  The  Ipirit 
of  oppofition  carried  all  thefe  parties  intp  the  labours 
of  a  fcrutiny,  in  which,  although  feveral  bad  votes 
were  rejefted  on  both  fides,  yet  the  majorities  were 
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in  &vour  of  the  fame  canditktes.  The  court  of  a£- 
fiftants  were  chofen  with  the  faitae  fcmpulou^  atteiK 
tion,  which  could  not  fail  to  give  new  energy  to  the 
fociety  in  general  j  and  confidering  the  fmall  number 
which  had  for  fome  time  paft  appeared  at  the  field 
exercifes,  the  Company  mull  at  thi«  period  have  heefi 
v^  materially  augmented,  fo  as  to  produce  261 
Votes  for  the  office  of  vice-preiident. 

The  fame  conteft  was  repeated  in  the  fbUowing 
year,  but  the  fame  prefident  and  rice-prefidcnt  were 
continued  by  a  confiderable  majority. 

In  1712,  when  the  propofitions  to  parliament  in  the 
queen's  fpeech  on  the  peace  came  to  be  publicly  dif- 
cuiTed,  Sir  Gilbert  Heathcote  and  Sir  Charles  Peers 
oppofed  an  addre&  from  the  common  council,  upon 
the  principle  that  the  making  peace  or  war  was  the 
prerogative  of  the  crown,  and  that  they  ought  not  to 
meddle  with  it ;  but  the  majority,  who  knew  that  fuch 
a  ftep  would  be  very  acceptable  to  the  court,  being  of 
a  contrary  opinion,  the  addrefs  was  carried ;  on  the 
prrfentation  of  which,  two  days  after,  with  another 
from  the  lieutenancy,  John  Cafs  and  William  Stuart, 
the  fheriffs,  and  Samuel  Clarke,  were  knighted :  and 
thefe  were  followed  by  very  numerous  addrefles  j  yet 
the  peace  was  very  unpopular*. 

In  the  following  year  (1713)  Sir  Richard  Hoare 
became  lord  mayor.  It  will  be  recoUefted,  that  he 
was  one  of  thofe  gentlemen  who  had  been  honoured 
with  knighthood  by  the  queen  at  her  firft  entrance 
into  the  city  after  her  coronation.     It  will  be  recol- 

♦  Tindal,  U.  349. 
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leded  a^o,  that  great  intereft  had  been  madeior  him 
by  the  tory  party,  in  1710,  to  be  lord  mayor,  when 
Sir  Gilbert  Heathcc^e  was  ek&ed;  he  had  immedi* 
ately  afterwards  been  made  a  colonel  of  the  lieute* 
nancy,  had  become  a  leading  member  of  this  Com* 
panyv  and  had  afterwards  been  returned  at  the  gene- 
ral  eledion  as  oiie  of  the  four  members  to  ferve  the 
city  in  parliament.  He  was  of  the  high  church  party^, 
and  on  that  account  Sir  William  Lewen,  alderman,  on« 
of  the  iheriffs,  refufed  to  march  as  lieutenant-general 
to  the  Company  on  the  day  appointed  to  attend  the 
lord  mayor.  The  cafe  was  reprefented  in  form  to  the 
court  of  aldermen,  who,  alter  being  fpecially  fum* 
moned  to  attend,  they  found  that  the  Company  had 
not  any  authority  to  oblige  any  one  of  their  body  t^ 
hold  fuch  an  ofBce  j  M^uch  gave  great  cAufe  of  triumph 
to  the  whigs. 

The  officers  of  the  green  regiment  of  trained  bands 
had  leave,  in  May  1714,  to  exercife  in  the  ground 
die  poftures  of  tirelock  and  pike,  and  to  drill  (heir 
men,  finding  their  own  arms. 

In  the  following  month  the  court  of  afliilants  re- 
ibtved,  that  it  would  be  for  the  honour  and  grandeur 
of  the  Company,  to  have  accoutrements  for  a  body  of 
grenadiers  to  march  before  them  on  general  marches, 
of  not  lels  than  24  in  number,  being  all  members  of 
the  Company  paying  quarterage :  and,  to  fhew  the 
Company's  attachment  to  the  fucceffion  of  the  houfe 
of  Hanover,  the  motto  on  their  caps  was,  **  The  Queen 
an4  Houfe  of  Hanover  *.'* 

•  Blackwelb 

w4  .        Thia 


168  H.  AC. 

This  contributed  ia  a  great  degree  to  affert  and  vin- 
dicate the  legal  right  of  that  fucceifion,  and  to  induce 
many,  to  enter  the  fociety,  the  better  to-  qualUy  them- 
felves  to  maintain  their  liberties  and  property,  which 
they  began  to  fufpeft  were  Ukely  to  be  in  danger.  Thefe 
fears,  however,  were  difpelled  upon  the  acceffion. 

It  was  many  years  previous  to  this  that  a  com- 
pany of  grenadiers  was  first  introduced ;  and  there 
are  frequent  minutes  afterwards  which  fhew  that 
their  accoutrements  had  been  lent  to  the  lieute- 
nancy. The  communications  with  that  court  were 
very  frequent,  and  the  connedtion  with  the  Company 
well  eftablifhed,  though  they  always  preferved  a  dif- 
tinft  and  independent  fyflem.  Thus,  in  the  month 
of  June,  the  court  refolved  that  no  perfon  ihould  be 
chofen  on  the  court  who  was  in  any  pofl  of  the  trained 
bands  or  Tower  Hamlets  below  the  degree  of  captain- 
lieutenant  ;  and  that  if  the  Company  fhould  eleQ:  any 
unworthy  perfon  to  the  court,  whereby  the  Company 
would  be  difhonoured,  and  the  court  debafed,  they 
would  rejcQ:  him. 

Sir  Samuel  Stanier  was  lord  mayor  this  year,  and 
the  Company  accorded  him  the  honour  of  a  march  on 
]|us  attendance  at  Westminfter,  according  to  their  an- 
nual cuflom.  Sir  William  Afhhurft  was  prefident ;  Sir 
Gilbert  Heatbcote,  vice-prefideixt  j  and  Sir  Charles 
Peers,  treafurer. 

The  princefs  Sophia  died  this  year,  on  the  28th  of 
May,  .of  an  apoplexy,  as  fhe  was  walking  in  the  gar- 
dens at  Harenhaufen,  in  the  84th  year  of  her  age. 
Her  vivacity  has  been  already  mentioned:  nothing 
could  exceed  the  elegance  of  her  converfation,  but 

her 
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her  letters ;  both  were  eafy  and  entertaining ;  but 
her  care  in  government  and  economy  Ihewed  the  juft 
fenfe  (he  entertained  of  having  been  bom  for  the  good 
of  others.  Her  piety  was  exemplary  without  affeda- 
tion ;  her  fentiments  of  religion  juft  and  noble,  neither 
perplexed  with  doubts,  nor  enflaved  by  fuperftition. 
Her  death  opened  the  fucceffion  to  the  illuftrious 
houfe  of  Hanover,  and  gave  a  Ihort-iived  energy  to 
the  fruitlefs  hopes  of  the  remaining  family  of  Stuart. 

The  queen  herfelf  gradually  declined  in  her  health, 
and  ftifFered  much  from  the  diftraftions  of  various 
opinions  and  meafures  which  agitated  her  cabinet. 
She  was  attacked  by  a  lethargic  apoplexy,  of  which 
flie  expired,  on  the  ift  of  Auguft  1714,  after  a  reign 
of  glorious  vidories  for  twelve  years  and  a  half,  in 
the  49th  year  of  her  age. 

She  was  efteemed  in  private  life  a  pattern  of  conju- 
gal afFedion,  and  a  prudent  though  indulgent  mo- 
ther. -  In  public  affairs  fhe  was  too  much  governed  by 
her  minifters,  which  fubdued  her  to  their  fchemes,  or 
fentiments,  as  each  of  them  alternately  prevailed :  her 
reign  was  the  eventful  period  of  conqueft  and  of  glory, 
in  which  the  Britifli  arms  acquired  a  luftre,  which  the 
trump  of  fame  has  recorded  vvith  a  blaft  that  will 
ever  vibrate  on  the  ear  of  liftening  and  fucceeding 
pofterities;  while  the  renown  of  the  queen  will  be  tar- 
niftied  by  her  difgrace  of  the  chief  aftor  of  her  glory, 
in  which  fhe  fuffered  the  intrigues  of  her  cabinet  to 
outweigh  the  gratitude  of  her  country  for  the  higheft 
honours  ihe  had  accepted  at  the  hands  of  the  Duke  of 
Marlborough. 

It  is  alfo  a  remarkable  inflance,   unparalleled  in 

the 


170  H.  A.  C. 

the  hiftory  of  tht  world,  that  although  the  r^e  of 
party,  during  the  whole  eventful  period  of  her  rc^n, 
was  generally  (Iretched  to  the  irtmofl:  of  human  ra- 
genuity,  not  to  fay  inveftive,  yet  not  one  perfoo 
was  executed  for  treafon ;  which  cannot  be  faid  of 
tny  previous  reign  since  that  of  Edward  I.  who  died 
inlSOT* 
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CHAPTER  X. 

George  /.— 1714  to  1724, 


Jlhe  illuftiiaus  houfe  of  Hanover  fueceeded  the 
Stuart  dynafty  upon  the  deceafe'  of  Queen  Ajine, 
the  laft  fovereign  of  that  race,  on  the  ift  of  Augufl 
J  7 14.  The  que^  and  the  legiflature  had  vigilantly 
maintained  the  foundation  eftablifhed  by  King  Willianjt 
for  a  proteftant  fucceffion  to  the  crown  j  on  thefe 
principles  the  dukes  of  Hanover,  being  defcended  from 
Elizabeth,  daughter  of  James  I.  were  declared  fuc- 
ceflbrs  upon  the  demife  of  the  princefs  Sophia,  that 
king's  grand-daughter. 

It  was  thus  that  George-Lewis,  fon  of  Emeft-Au-' 
guftus,  firft  eleftor  of  Brunfwic  Lunenburg,  by  that 
princefs,  now  afcended  the  throne  of  thefe  kingdoms ; 
he  was  then  about  fifty-four  years  of  age,  and  had 
diftinguiflied  himfelf  in  the  feveral  courts  of  Europe 
by  his  talents  for  government  and  his  intimate  know* 
ledge  of  their  affairs.  He  was  more  fenfible  of  fer* 
vices  than  of  injuries,  courageous  without  rafhnefs, 
9nd  polite  without  diflimulation.  Soon  after  his  arrival 
in  EnglaDd)  he  is  faid  to  have  declared  it  to  be  his 
maxim  "  never  to  abandon  his  friends,  to  do  juftice 
\9  ^1  the  worlds  and  to  fear  potman/' 

The. 
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The  Artillery  Company  had  appointed  a  general 
inarch  to  Baumes,  on  the  ift  of  September,  but  this 
was  poftponed  on  account  of  the  uncertainty  of  the 
king's  entry ;  and  they  prefented  a  memorial  to  the 
lords  of  the  regency,  requdting  a  place  to.be  aiEgned  to 
them  in  the  cavalcade  through  the  city :  this  memorial 
was  figned  by  Sir  William  Aftihurftjoprefident ;   Sir 
Gilbert  Heathcote,  vice-prefident ;  and  Sir  Charles 
Peers,  treafurer.     A  place  was  accordingly  afligned 
for  a  detachment  of  the  Company  to  march  in  buflf 
coats,  with*  Colonel  Robert  Gower  and  his  bo<ly  of 
grenadiers,  formed  in  the  preceding  June,  and  a  band 
of  fufileers,  not  exceeding  fixty-four  in  number,  equip- 
ping themfelves  with  clean  buff  coats,  hats  edged  with 
gold  lace,  red   feathers,   white  "ftockings  and  black 
garters ;  their  hair  tied  behind  with  red  ribbons,  black 
ribbons  before,  fufees  xmflung,  and  cartouch  boxes : 
thefe  marched  as  the  body  guard  of  Sir  Samuel  Stanier, 
the  lord   mayor.     This  detachment  was  entered  in 
the  earl    marflial's  orders,  and  alfo  at  the  herald's 
office,  as  a  part  of  all  fuch  ceremonies,  notwithftahd- 
ing  great  oppofition '  to  it  by  the  commiffibners  of 
lieutenancy  * :    and  the  court,     and  the  dean   and 
chapter  of  St.  Paul's  cathedral,  allowed  a  fire-work 
in  the  evening  within  the  rails  of  the  church-yard. 

The^  Prince  of  Wales  having  accompanied  his 
majefty  to  England,  the  public  entry  was  made  on 
the  17th  of  September  with  great  pomp  and  magnifi- 
cence. The  whigs,  who  had  been  in  difgrace  during 
the  four  laft  years  of  Queen  Anne,  'now  raifed  their 
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hopes,  and  the  tones  awaited  a  confequent  de- 
preflion ;  the  Duke  of  Marlborough  was  conftituted 
captain-general  of  the  land  forces,'  Lord  Cowper  was. 
made  cliancellor,  and  the  other  departments  of  the 
adminlftration  chiefly  fupplied  by  whigs.  ; 

i  Thefe  changes  were. made  previous  to  the  corona- 
tion, which  was  fixed  for.  the  20th  of  Oftober;' 
fome  days  afterwards  the  Company  made  their  ufual 
application-;  to  the  court  of  aldermen,  for  the  fum  of 
twenty  pounds,  given  to  them  by  the  corporation 
when  any  king  or  queen  came  to  dine  in  the  city ;  and 
a  detachment  attended  ,  Sir  William  Humfries, .  lord 
mayor,  to  Weftminfter,'  led  by  Sir  Gilbert  Heathcote 
and  the  whole  court  of  afCftants,  who  prefented  the 
following  loyal  addrefs  to  King  George  the  Firft. 

TO  THE  KIN&S  MOST  EXCELLENT  MAJESTY. 

Tbt  humhU  Addr,efs  of  the  PreftJtnt^  VtuFrefideni,  freafurer. 
Court  of  Ajjiftantt^  and  Body  of  the  Artillery  Company  of 
London^  at  their  General  Courts  held  at  Guildhall^  March  the 
iSdi,  1714. 

With  joyfull  hearts  wc adore  that  Almighty  Providence 
vhich  placed  your  tnajefty  on  the  impcriall  throne  of  Great  Brittain) 
tod  with  the  greateft  fiDcerity  wedutyfuily  own  and  accknowledge 
your  majefty  to  be  our  only  rightfull  and  lawful!  king;  we  ftrenu- 
ouily  aflerted  and  were  refolved  to  maintainc  to  the  utmoil  of  our 
power  your  majefty's  undoubud  right,  and  the  Icgall  cftablifhmcnt 
of  your  fucceflion  to  thefc  realms  at  a  tinne  when^  by  many,  it  was 
deemed  a  criae  to  be  zealous  for  it,  but  now  (blefTcd  be  God)  we 
enjoy  the  end  of  our  prayers  and  wilhss,  and  feel  the  happy  in- 
fluences of  your  majefly'sjufl  government.  We  in  great  humility 
beg  leave  to  a  {Tare  your  majefty  that  we  will  chtarfully  conciy 
with  our  fellow  citizens,  and  all  other  your  faithfull  fubjedls,  in  de- 
fence of  your  facred  perfon  and  royall  family    (as  the  great elt 
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fecuritjrs  of  <tiir  r^'jirion  and  Kbertjs)  agmft  ail  pretenders  and 
their  open  and  fccret  abettors. 

We  are  religioufiy^  determined  to  pay  a  conftant  obedience  to 
jour  majefty,  and  humbly  hope  you  will  be  gratiouily  pleafed  to 
appoint  to  us  a  captaine-gencrall,  as  has  been  done  by  yonr  royale 
predefefors.  « 

We  noft  devoutly  pray  that  your  majeily*8  reigA  nay  be  long 
and  glorious,  and  that  the  crown  may  oefcend  to  your  royall  iflue, 
and  continue  in  your  moft  illuftrious  family  for  ever. 

His  majefty  cxpreffed  the  following  anfwer  to  the 
dbove  addrefs : 

I  THAK&  you  for  this  dutifull  and  loyall  addrefs^  and  as 
a  mark  of  my  particular  regard  for  you  I  will  appoint  the  Prince 
of  Wales  your  captain-generall. 

The  firft  parliameat  under  Geoi^e  L  aflembled  at 
Wefbninfter  on  the  17th  of  March  1714-15.  The 
king  in  bis  opening  fpeech  deprecated  any  revival  of 
party  divisions  amongft  them ;  and  added  his^  eameft 
aflurances  of  zeal  for  the  country.  *'  Let  no  wicked  i 
infinuadons,  fays  he,  difquiet  the  minds  of  my 
fubjefls.  The  eftablifhed  conftitution  in  church  and 
ftate  fliall  be  the  rule  of  my  government  j  the  happinefs, 
eafe,  and  profperity  of  my  people  fliall  be'the  chief  care 
of  my  life.  Thofe  who  affift  me  in  carrying  oh  thefe 
meafures  I  ihall  always  efteem  my  bed:  friends,  and 
I  doubt  not  but  that  I  fhall  be  able,  with  your 
afliftance,  to  difappoint  the  deiigns  of  thofe  who 
would  deprive  me  of  that  blelfing  which  I  moft 
value,  the  affefbion  of  my  people." 

Language  fo  expreffive  of  an  honeft  defire  to  effefl: 

the  great  purpofes  of  the  crown,  could  not  fail  to  in- 

fpire  the  mofl:  grateful  and  zealous  regards  in  the 
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breaft  of  his  people,  and  received  the  wsumeft  effu- 
fions  of  public  acknowledgment-  in  the  addrefles 
which  ftrewed  the  way  to  the  throne. 

In  confequence  of  the  ^king's  anfwer,  a  deputation 
waited  on  the  prince,  to  know  when  he  would  receive 
tfiera  to  accept  the  office  of  their  captain-generaL  This 
pleafure  was  fignified  by  a  letter  from  the  Duke  of 
Argyle  to  Sir  Gilbert  Heathcote,  vice-prefident,  ap^. 
pointing  the  13th  of  April.  The  Company  were  fum- 
moned  fsr  this  purpofe,  and  agreed  to  admit  any  other 
gentlemen  in  thdr  train  ;  and  the  clerk  carried  the 
great  vellum  book  to  receive  his  royal  highnefs's  sig- 
nature. The  prince  received  them  gracioufly,  de- 
clared his  acceptance  of  the  office,  and  having  writ- 
ten his  name  in  the  book,  the  whole  company  prefent 
had  the  honour  of  kifGng  his  hand. 

On  the  29th  of  the  fame  month.  Lord  Town- 
fliend,  fecretary  of  state,  fent  to  the  court  of  affiftants 
to  know  what  conuniiCon  the  Prince  of  Wales  ought 
to  have  as  captain-general ;  and  there  being  none 
among  the  records  of  the  Company,  a  copy  of  Queen 
Anne's  letter,  appointing  Prince  George  of  Demnark 
to  that  office,  was  returned,  with  the  prince's  name 
inferted  m  it. 

The  king,  in  addition  to  thefe  early  marks  of  his 
favour,  fent  his  letter  to  the  Company,  similar  to  thofe 
of  his  predecefTors,  as  follows : 

GEORGE  R. 

Trusty  and  wel-bcloved,  we  greet  you  well.  We  being 
well  iktisfied  of  the  loyalty  and  good  affeftion  of  our  Artillery 
Company;  and  being  therefore  willing  to  promote  the  welfare  and 
prefer?ation  of  it  in  its  ancient  good  order  and  difclpline,  have 

thought 
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thought  fit  to  authorize  and  ethpower^  and  accordingly  do  hereby 
authorize  and  empower,  you,  frequently  to  exerciTe  our  faid  Com* 
pany  in  arms,  as  well  in  the  ground>  commonly  called  the  Artillery 
Ground,  near  Moorfieldf,  as  in  other  places  where  they  have  for- 
merly ufed  10  exercife ;  and  we  do  hereby  likewife  give  you  full 
power  and  authority  to  hold  courts,  free  and  public^  for  the  annual 
choice  of  ofBcers,  and  other  occalions^  as  may  be  necefiary  and 
requifite  for  the  better  government  of  the  faid  Company,  accord- 
ing to  the  ancient  rules  and  pradlice  thereof,  in  fuch  place,  and 
places,  and  at  fuch  time,  and  times,  as  hath  been  ufual :  we  like- 
wife  recommend  unto  your  care  that  all  the  commiffion-ofiicers  of 
our  tratnM  bands,  of  the  faid  oity,  may  lid  themfelves  membeis 
of  the  faid  focicty;  that  fo,  by  the  frequent  pradb'ce  of  arms,  ac* 
cording  to  their  rules,  they  may  be  the  better  qualified  to  peiform 
their. truH  in  thtir  refpedlive  commands;  and,' for  fo  doing,  this 
Ihall  be  your  warrant ;  and,  for  your  further  encouragement,  we 
do  think  fit  to  declare  our  moft  dear  fon,  Greorge  prince  of  Wales* 
captain-general  of  your  Company,  and  (hall  teflify  our  good  will 
towards  you  on  all  occafions,  prober  for  us  to  exprefs  it  in,  and  fo 
we  bid  you  farewell.  ^     ^ 

Given  at  our  Court  at  St.  James's,  the  fifth  day  of  May 
1715,  in  the  firfl  year  of  our  reign. 

By  His  Majcfty's  Command, 

TOWNSHEND. 

The  acceflion  of  the  houfe  of  Hanover  could  not  be 
expefted  to  entirely  ftill  the  effioits  of  the  feveral  par- 
ties  who  had  iii  the  lad  reign  been  aduated  with  in- 
duftry  againft  each  other ;  and  while  the  fame  men 
ftill  exifted  about  the  cabinet,  it  was  not  probable 
that  they  fhould  remain  quiet,  and  agree  as  it  were  by 
talifmanic  force  to  difband  their  ftrength.  Thus,  on 
the  agitation  of  the  firft  queftions  incidental  to  the 
new  reign  and  a* new  parliament,  tfiey  exerted  their 
vigour,  and  imperioufly  demanded  of  their-  opponents 
to  relinquilh  their  refpedive  claims.    It  has  already 

been 
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been  obferved,  that  the  fame  coctefl  which  lives  in. 
the  fuperior  circles  of  fociety  nev^  fails  to  fpread  iato^ 
all  the  fuhordinate  departments  :.  as  a«  atone  cait  upon  * 
the  furface  of  a  lake  ruffles  the  fpdt  on*  wludi>  U^  £albyv 
and  wider  and  wider  circles  extend   tbemfelyes,  till  ^ 
they  are  Ic^  in  the  extremities  of  the  diftant  fliore8,.haj>- 
pily  too  remote  from  the.  centre  to  feel  much  of  the^ 
shock  by  which  it  has  been  agitated.     The  ArtiUery 
Company^  which  had  always  been  of  fuffieient  im-* 
p<Htance  to  receive  the  xitotice  and  patronage  of  the- 
courts  was  not  lituated  at  a  diftance  tod  remote  from 
the  varying  interefts  which  governed  it,  to  cfcape  the 
various  occasions  by  which  the  refpeftive  parties  rofe 
o;  fell ;  aiKi  thu9  a  renewal  of  the  ftruggles  already 
defcribedwas  again  threatened  to  awaken  its  members 
at  their  enfuing  annual  eledkion.     The  court,  there- 
fore, having  prudently  renewed  a  ftrid  adherence  to 
the  fefokitiona  formed  on  the  laft  conceft,  checked 
the  alarm,  aoid  fecured  the  pre£ent  ofHcefs  in  their 
fituations. 

The  Con^pffifty  then  ihow^d  their  refpefb  to  the  new 
fovereign,  by  ordering  a  general  march  oo  the  ift  of*^ 
Aiiguft,  being  the  annhrerfaEry  day  of  his  acceffion : 
6j.  t^as  paid  to  each  file  of  four  men,  and  the  Com- 
pany allowed  3/.  towards  an  entertainment. 

The  diffenfionfi  between  men  of  various  opinions 
now  reached  the  populace,  and  gave  rife  to  the  ftatute 
called  the  Riot  AQ:,  which  direifled  the  magiftrate  to 
read  a  proclamation  to  any  nuihber,  exceeding  twelve 
perfons^  to  depart,  and  fiib]e£ting  all  who  fliould  remain 
for  the  fpace  of  one  hour  afterwards  to  the  punilhment 
of  felony  without  benefit  of  der]^,  1  Geo.  I.    But 
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diefe  diiordefs  had  a  more  ferioos  and  diftant  fource 
than  the  bgupe  differences  of  political  opinions  at  home. 
The  feeds  of  anodier  rd)d]icm  and  invafion  had  al- 
ready broke  out,  and  ivete  now  ripening  to  maturer 
eflbrts.  To  fiqipreis  or  defeat  this  twofold  attack^  fo 
iHigradous  to  the  new  £unily,  the  leg^llature  and  all 
the  conftituted  authorities  addreffed  the  king  with 
proteftadons  and  affurances  of  fuj^rt.  The  army 
was  ordered  to  be  augmented,  and  the  trained  bands 
were  direded  to  be  in  readinels  to  fupprels  tumults. 
In  the  mean  time  the  Duke  of  Ormcmd  and  Lord  Bo- 
lingbroke  were  impeached,  and  a  determined  rebellion 
broke  forth  in  Scotland  under  the  dire&ion  of  the 
Earl  of  Mar,  fupported  by  a  (bong  confpiracy  in 
England ;  and  the  pretender  fet  up  his  ftandard  at 
Brae^Mar,  under  the  title  of  King  James  VIII. 

The  trained  bands  of  Lpndon  defired  leave  to  ufe 
the  arms  and  the  Artillery  Garden  for  their  private 
exercife  \  but  this  was  limited  to  officers  bang  mem- 
bers of  the  Company,  paying  quarterage  *. 

On  occasion  of  thefe  public  proceedings,  the  Com- 
pany voted  another  addrefs  to  the  king,  and  ordered 
a  fplendid  entertainment  for  the  Prince  of  Wales,  as 
captain-general,  by  a  fubfcription  of  2/.  from  the  bat- 
talion, and  of  Si.  from  the  ftaff,  which  raifed  4O0/. 
and  Sir  William  Aflihurft,  prefident,  SirGilbertHeath- 
tote,  vice-prefident.  Sir  Charles  Peers,  lord  mayor, 
Treafurer,  fix  Colonels,  Sir  Peter  Eaton  ^and  Sir  Har- 
court  Maifters,  were  elected  as  a  committee  to  con- 
dud  it ;  and  it  was  refolved  that  whoever  fubfcribed 
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54.  ihottid  become  a  member  of  the  Company.  But 
a  drcumflance  not  related  prevented  the  entertain- 
ment *. 

In  the  mean  time  the  moft  vigorous  meafures  were 
taken  by  the  pretender's  party,  whofe  ftandard  was 
fet  up  in  leyeral  parts  of  Scotland  and  England  j  and 
alfo  by  the  court  party  to  oppofe  them.  Several  af- 
fociations  were  formed,  and  commiiSons  granted  to 
diofe  who  raifed  companies  of  volunteers  in  the  caufe 
of  the  reigning  monarch :  but  the  battles  of  Prefton 
aadDumblain,  and  the  fecret  refolution  of  the  pre- 
tender's council  to  abandon  their  caufe,  and  his  own 
return  to  France  when  he  faw  that  his  cafe  was  def- 
Derate,  put  the  whole  of  their  fcheme  to  the  rout, 
and  brought  the  managers  pf  it  to  condemnation  and 
execution. 

1716,  The  king  became  defirous  of  vifiting  his  fo- 
reign dominions ;  and  as  he  was  reftrained  by  the  Aft 
of  Settlement,  it  was  necefTary  for  an  application  to 
be  made  for.  die  concurrence  of  parliament;  and  tQ 
relieve  the  diiinclination  of  making  this  requeft  by  a 
me&ge.  Sir  John  Cope  moved  for  repealing  the  re- 
ftridion,  and  the  bill  pafled  both  houfes ;  after  which 
the  Prince  of  Wales  was  conftituted  guardiap  of  the 
realm.  Soon  after  the  king  returned,  in  1717,  he 
paffed  an  ad  of  grace,  with  very  few  exceptions,  to 
the  rebels. 

1717.  The  Duke  of  Argyle,  who  had  fuccefefuUy 
led  the  king's  forces  to  vi&ory  in  this  unhappy  re- 
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bcllion^  returned  to  more  mild  occupations  at  home, 
and  having  the  fuperinteridence  of  the  Prince  of  Wales's 
councils,  communicated  with  the  Company  relative  to 
their  propofed  entertainment  of  his  highnefs ;  and  the 
Company  in  the  mean  time  attended  Sir  Jsune^  Bate** 
man,  the  lord  mayori  in  his  proceflion  to  W^hninfter. 
The  harmony  between  the  Kang  and  the  Prince  of 
Wales  was  unfortunately  interrupted  by  a  miftake  in 
the  prince's  mifunderftanding  the  etiquette  6f  nomi- 
nating  fponfors  for  the  bapdfm  (in  Nov.  1717)  of  his 
eldeft  fon,  juft  bom.  The  king  claimed  the  right  of 
being  the  firft  fponfor,  and  of  nominating  the  other 
himfelf;  and  he  appointed  the  Diike  of  Newcaftle, 
when  the  prince  had  at  the  fame  time  appointed  his 
uncle  the  Duke  of  York.  The  prince  expreffed  his 
chagrin  too  harfhly,  and  was  ordered  by  the  king  not 
to  quit  his  apartment  till  his  pleafure  was  known.  The 
little  prince  died  in  a  few  days  afterwards.  The  prince 
fubmitted ;  but  was  fome  time  afterwards  ordered  to 
1  quit  the  palace,  and  leave  was  granted  for  the  princefs 

and  Tamily  to  remain  there ;  but  fhe  followed  him  to 
Lord  Grantham's  (the  lord  chancellor),  in  Albemarle* 
ftreet.  They  afterwards  took  up  their  permanent  re- 
lidence  at  Leicefter  Houfe. 

This  diffenfion  caft  a  blank  over  the  conduftof  the 
prince,  and  was  the  reafon  of  the  king's  not  appoint- 
ing  him  regent  in  1719,  when  his  majefty  went  to 
Hanover.  Intrigues  at  court  were  not  wanting  to 
take  advantage,  by  fomenting  the  continuance  of  thefe 
domeftic  diffenfions,  which  were  made  fubfervient  to 
party  fchemes.     Thf  reconciliation  was  not  effefted 
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till  April   1720?^,  by  the  aftive  inteij>ofition  of  Sir 
Robert  Walpolef. 

In  the  fame  year,  the  Company  haying  received 
many  applications,  and  taken  coniiderable  pains  for 
the  improvement  of  their  income,  completed  the  let- 
ing  their  ground,  for  building,  at  a  ground  rent 
pf  70/.  In  addition  to  this  acquifition  to  the  Com-  ^ 
pany,  the  court,  who  were  commiflioners  of  lieute- 
nancy,  obferving  how  negligent  many  of  their  officers 
were  in  entering,  themfelves  as  menibers  of  this  Com- 
pany, notwithftanding  his  majefty's  and  their  repeated 
orders  for  that  purpofe,  and  how  neceffary  it  was  for 
them  to  .qualify  themfelves  for  their  refpeftive  com- 
mands, made  an  exprefs  orjder  for  this  effefl:,  and 
another  for  their  attendance  at  the  three  grand  marches 
of  the  Company;  ,for  it  had  before  been  an  invariable 
rule,  that  all  the  qfficers  of  the  trained  bands  were 
obliged  to  be  members  of  the  Company,  and  were 
not  put  into  commiffion  without  producing  a  certificate 
from  the  clerk  of  their  being  fo.  It  ieems  to  have 
been  alfo  a  negledt  in  the  officers  on  duty  to  permit 
many  perfons  joining  the  Company  at  their  public  and 
private  exercifes,  without  becoming  menibers  of  it: 
this  likewife  was  correfted  at  the  fame  time. 

The  court  of  lieutenancy  then  appropriated  a  fum 
of  78/.  to  be  paid  to  the  Company  for  the  admiffions 
of  fuch  of  the  commiffioned  officers  as  fhould  be  mem- 
bers paymg  (quarterage,  and  72/.  annually  for  admif- 
fion  of  their  fergeants,  towards  arms  and  ammunition, 
which  were  regularly  paid. 
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The  Company,  in  compliance  with  this  communi- 
cation, ordered  that  all  the  ftaff  officers  of  the  trained 
bands  (hould  be  admitted  gratis j  on  payment  only  of 
the  clerk's  and  beadle's  fees,  and  march  in  buff  at 
the  three  general  marches,  or  elfe  to  have  no  right  of 
voting  at  any  election.  The  court  alfo  allowed  20j. 
for  the  fupper  pn  a  public  nigW,  and  10/.  for  a  pri- 
vate night,  fot  thofe  under  arms  ;  but  none,  imlefs  24 
members  were  prefent  at  the  former,  and  16  at  the 
latter ;  and  that  there  Ihould  be  no  general  lead  of  the 
Company  imlefs  24  were  prefent.  They  dire&ed  that 
no  other  pikes  than  half  pikes  fhould  be  aifed ;  but 
thefe  were  not  to  be  ufed  by  the  marfhals,  and  Is.  6d. 
a  head  was  allowed  for  their  general  marches.  Thefe 
regulations  were  then  of  great  importance,  and  contri- 
buted  in  an  effential  manner  to  keep  the  Company  to- 
gether ;  and  the  72/.  received  of  the  lieutenancy,  was 
applied  towards  payment  of  its  debts*. 

It  feems  to  have  become  very  difficult  to  procure 
gentlemen  to  fill  the  office  of  general  on  the  grand 
marches,  and  therefore  the  clerk  was  chofen  adjutant 
to  lead  in  the  Artillery  Groimd,  in  cafe  of  their  ab- 
fence  f. 

•  Notwithflanding  the  above  regulations,  the  clerk 
was  ordered  not  to  certify  to  the  lieutenancy,  that  any 
fergeant  was  a  member  of  the  Company,  in  order  to 
obtain  the  honour  of  a  commiffion,  unlefs  he  firfl  pay 
his  entrance  money ;  and  to  prevent  their  removing 
from  one  Company  to  another,  which  occafioned  great 
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confufion,  they  were  made  liable  to  pay  for  ib  doing 
the  fame  fees  as  were  paid  on  their  entering  as  new 
members. 

The  ufual  marches  were  continued ;  and  that  in  the 
year  1721,  when  Shr  William  Stewlrd^  knight,  was 
lord  mayor,  was  diftinguifhed  by  an  exercife  at  the 
Royal  Exchange. 

In  the  following  year  f  1722),  George  prince  of 
Wales,  being  captain-general,  the  election  of  the  offi- 
cers fell  upon  the  fame  men  who  had  for  feveral  yesLrs 
paft  filled  the  chief  pofts :  Sir  GQbert  Heathcote,  pre« 
fident.  Sir  Charles  Peers,  vice-prefident,  and  Sir  Gen 
rard  Conyers,  treafurer. 

The  affair  of  the  South  Sea  deception  having  been 
confidered  by  the  government,  and  the  managers  of 
it  having  received  fome  favour  from  the  court,  a  ge* 
neral  difcontent  prevailed,  which  gave  encouragement 
to  the  enemies  of  the  Hanoverian  fucceflion  to  graft 
upon  it  their  finifter  defigns  j  and  with  the  hope  of 
foreign  aid  they  flattered  themfelves  with  a  vain  prof- 
ped  of  fuccefs.  In  the  begixming  of  May  their  plot 
was  difcovered  by  intimation  from  the  Duke  of  Or* 
leans.  The  miniftry  communicated  it  to  the  lord 
mayor,  and  requefted  the  exertions  of  himfelf  and  the 
court  of  aldermen.  The  city  prefented  a  loyal  and 
congratulatory  addrefs  on  the  timely  interception  of  this 
confpiracy ;  and  the  Artillery  Company  expreffed  thar 
deiire  of  prefenting  their  refpe£ks  to  the  king  in  per- 
fon.  His  majefty  appointed  a  review  of  the  whole 
body  in  St.  James's  Park  on  the  lit  of  June,  which 
was  only  two  days  after  their  application ;  and  Colonel 
Weftall  had  i;he  how>ur  of  being  elefted  general,  and 
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Major  Thomas  Ikelbee  lieutenaotwgeneral.     Orders 

.  wecBifliiBd  bytht  ccairt  of  affiftacts,  .that  the  -half-pike 
men  ftiould  appear  in  fcarlet,  and  not  ufe  the  ground 
pifaes ;  that  xraptaiss  and  iietifienaatB  ihould  ufe  half- 
pi)^,  rvtrear  v^te  ftcx:kings,  .and  bla<;k  garters  and 
bhck  cockades;  'that  the  fufikers  ihould  march  in 
^buflF  coats,  with  laced  hats,  wigs  in  black  bags,  white 
Sockiogs  or  fpatter-daihes>  ^nd  black  garters;  the 
ccmmaoiding  cheers  to  wear  white  feathers,  the  flankers 
«ad  fieathers,  or  none,  with  partifans  and  not  quarter- 
p%es,.nor  crofslets ;  and  that  no  officers  fhould  ride. 
The^^rcfident,  vice*prefident,and  treafurer,  were  dired* 
ed  to  prepare  an  addrefs,  and  Captain  Cartwiight  was 
fent  to  the  Prince  of  Wales  to  know  hi3  highnefs's 
plealiure,  whether  the  Company  ihould  wait  on .  him  at 
Ldceiter  Houfe  on  their  return. 

rHishighnefs  returned  for  anfwer,  that  heihould  fee 
them  in  tbe.Park  *.  Although  the  Company  had  but 
two.  days  time  to  prepare  the  whole  march,  exercife, 
and.  addrei^j  yet  their  zeal  gave  promptitude  to  their 
meafures,  and  enabled  them  to  prefeat  themfelves  to 
bis  nw^eily  in  the  bcft  order  and  difcipline. 

Tne  preiident  imd  treafurer  then  delivered  the  fol- 
lowing addrefs : 

TO  THE  KING'S  MOST  E'SCELLEKT  MAJESTY. 

The  huifihk  Address  of  the  Preshkni,  flc^  President,  Treasurer, 
Court  of  sissistants,  and  Body  of  the  JrtiUcry  Company  of 
the  City  f^Lwdon. 
Most  Gracious  Sotehfion, 

Yovn  tnajeiiy*)  goodne'&  and  b^nerolcnce,  jonr  tender  an4 
fatemsil  core  and  protedion  of  the  Uvr&  of  the  rdm^and  of  the  pro- 
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pertks  of  jour  fubjedlf^  are  vertues  known  to  be  secularly  inheria^ 
in  your  majeily. 

But  benevolence  and  goodnefs,  and  all  that  tend  to  make  a 
prince  beloved  by  honed  and  gratefttU  fubje^  are  tl^e^vefy  duagt 
that  makes  him  lefs feared  hythofe  that.are  nngreatfiiU  qnd.wiefc^db 
Mercy  ^nd  lenity,  it  feema,  are  now  the  caufes  and  fprings  of  rc- 
bclion,  and  fence  thefe  are  the  caufes  of  rebelion  in  impioua  fub- 
je£ls,  give  us  leave  mod  excelent  prince  to  affurc  your  majefty, 
that  we  are  amongft  the  number  of  fuch  as  highly  admire  tbofe 
princelike  qualities  which  are  fo  naturaly  inherjcnt  in  your  facred 
perfonyi  that  by  the  lufture  and  escelknoy  of  then)  we  are  tocitpd 
to  afiure  your  majeily,.  that  we  will  u{e  our  arms  in  the  defence  .of 
your  royal  per(on,  crown,  and  dignity,  againil  all  popiih  preteoderl 
and  all  other  your  majedy's  eoemiesy  and  their  traiterons  abettoo* 

To  which  addrefs,  his  majefty  was  pleafed-to  make 
the  following  moft  gracious  anfwer : 

I  THANK, you  for  this  dutjfull.and  loyall  addrefs,  in  whjch 
you  cxprefs  fo  much  zcalc  and  affedion  for  my  perfon  and  go- 
vemment« 

In  addition  to  thefe  words,  his  majefty  expreffed  his 
high  approbation  of  the  good  order  and  difcipline  in 
which  the  Company  appeared ;  and,  a$  a  further  tefti^ 
mony  of  his  royal  favour,  ordered  500/,  to  be  given 
to  the  treafurer  as  a  preft-nt  for  its  ufe,  for  which  the 
thanks  of  the  whole  body  were  conveyed  to  Lord 
Townlhend  and  Lord  Carteret,  the  principal  fecretaries 
of  date,  by  the  prefident  and  treafurer. 

.This  benefaftion  fuggefted  the  building  a  new  ar* 
moury,  and  laid  the  foundation  for  a  general  fubfcrip* 
tion,  which  was  afterwards  raifed  for  that  purpofe,  as  a 
monument  to  perpetuate  the  memory  of  the  king; 
which  would  t^d  to  promote  the  re^eS  due  to  the 
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Company  J  by  increafing  the  value  of  its  eftate,  now  in 
atconfiderable  prt)grefs  of  advancement  by  buildings 
already  in  greajl^fcrwardnds,  and  to  give  encourage- 
ment to  an  application  intended  to  tb&  city  for  a  plot 
of  ground  for  the  fame  purpofe,  750  feet  by  35,  on  the 
fide  of  Thieving-lane,  or  Bunhill-row,  next  the  Artil- 
I '  lery  Garden- 

^  The  king's  prefent  was  received  in  the  foltoving 

November,  of  which  only  455/.  1  j.  &d.  came  tx>  the 
hands  of  the  treafurer,  who  inverted  it  in  the  purcbafe 
'  of  South  Sea  (lock,  in  the  joint  names  of  the  prefident 

I  and  himfelf,  who  in  the  next  year  added  fufficient,  by 

the  dividends  and-  other  money,  to  make  it  500/. 
ftock. 

The  difcovery  of  the  confpiracy  before  mentioned 
led  many  to  punifhment ;  but  it  led  alfo  to  the  proofs 
of  the  king's  clemency  to  others  who  were  admitted  to 
bail ;  and  the  whole  died  away  into  the  mere  embers 
of  party  oppofitions  at  the  eledion  of  (herifls  of  Lon- 
don; in  which  Sir  Richlrd  Hopkins  and  Mr.  Feaft 
were  fuccefsful  againft  the  ftruggle  raifed  by  the  alder- 
men Humfrey  Parfons  and  Francis  Child,  for  their 
candidates  Sir  John  Williams  and  Mr.  Lockwodd. 

Their  opponents.  Sir  Richard  Hopkins  and  Mr.  Al- 
derman Child,  were  claiTed  together  in  the  following 
year  1724,  as  general  and  lieutenant-general  of  the 
Artillery  Company,  in  the  mayoralty  of  Sir  Peter 
Delme,  and  paid  their  refpe&s  to  him  as  ufual  on  the 
24th  of  May,  being  the  king's  birth-day. 

Notwithftanding  the  advancing  profperity  of  the 
Company  already  .mentioned,  there  were  ftiU  fome 
debts  which  obHrufted  its  fair  progrefs ;  to  raife  a 
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mxxlefor  payment  of  them,  'Mn  Blackwell  oflFered  to 
difcharge  them  all  in  five  years,  if  the  general  officers 
for  the  leads  would  agree  to  hold  ih^pir  offices,  and 
that  the  Company  Ihould  n6t  be  put  to  any  extra  ex^ 
penfe ;  for  their  abfence  not  only  increafed  the  trouble 
but  the  charge.  This  plan  was  agreed  to  be  adopted^ 
but  in  the  enfuing  Auguft,  Sir  George  Mertins  not 
having  ferved  the  office  of  general  when  chofen,  for 
two  leads,  the  Company  refufed  to  attend  him  to 
Weftminfter  as  lord  mayor,  and  the  clerk  was  or- 
dered to  notify  this  to  his  lordfliip,  that  he  might  be  in- 
duced to  pay  20A  in  lieu  of  thofe  duties;  and  then 
they  afterwards  refolved  to  attend  him  in  arms,  as 
is  ufualon  the  king's  birth-day. 

And  in  order  te  prevent  any  difficulty  on  this  fub-' 
jeft  for  the  next  year,  application  was  made  to  Sir 
Gilbert Heathcote^  and  the  other  colonels  of  the  trained 
bands>  to  take  their  leads ;  then  the  three  chiefs  of  the 
Company,  and  the  other  three  colonels  next;  and  after- 
wards the  majors  without  charge. 

It  was  determined  that  there  fhould  be  no  priyate 
leads  on  Eafler  or  Whit-Tuefday,  or  on  any  other 
Tuefday  when  the  trained  bands  muftered  in  the 
ground;  a  regulation  obvioufly  arifing  from  the 
coniufion  at  the  meeting  of  both  troops. 

1724.  It  fhould  be  remembered  that  it  was  the  an- 
nual cuflom  for  the  Company,  at  their  firft  court  of 
aififlants  after  the  general  eledion  of  officers,  to 
choofe  a  Committee  to  condud  the  affairs  of  the  fo- 
ciety ;  to  hold  courts  in  the  abfence  of  the  prefident, 
vice-prefident,  or  treafurer. 

Sir  Gilbert  Heathcote  was  agab  elefted  prefident ;. 

Sir 
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Sir  Charles  Peers,  vice-prefidentj  ?md  5ir  jGerrard 
Conyers,  treafurer;  Sir  Francis  Porteen,  alderman, 
iheriff  ^  and  John  Thompfon,  efq«  alderman  and  ihenfiP, 
lieutenants  of  the  ground. 

.  The  Company  continued  its  progrefs  without  any 
circumftance  worthy  of  particular  notice  until  the 
year  1726-7,  when  the  king  died  in  his  journey  to 
Hanover  on  the  11th  June,  in  the  16th  year  of  his 
leign, 

.  H^  was  a  prince  whofe  liberality  confUtutjcd  his 
principle  of  government ;  for,  though  abfolute  in  his 
perman  dominions,  h|e  ruled  th^re  according  to  the 
fSkitUh  conftitution :  he  regarded  the  claims  of  civil 
liberty  with  fo  unequivocal  a  devotion,  that  he  ex- 
tended them  to  thofe  who  relied  qnly  upon  his  cle- 
mency and  gooduefs;  he  was  inflexible  where  he  felt 
himfelf  juft,  prudent  in  his  meafures,  and  fteady  in 
their  accomplilhment;  firm,  without  being  inexorable, 
and.fuccefsful,  .without  being  elated:  his  temper  was 
calm  and  grave ;  his  behaviour  generous  and  con- 
defcending :  his  mind  was  exemplified  by  the  ferenity 
Qf  .his  brow,  and  his  virtues  were  acknowledged  Jby 
ge];iei:al  admiration.  Thus  lived,  and  thus  died,  the 
fii'ft  Qf  the  line  of  Guelph,  who  acceded  to  the  throne 
of  Great  Britain  upon  the  principles  eftabUflied  by 
King  William  at  the  revolution  of  1688. 


CIUPIXR 
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CHAPTER  XL 


George  11.^  Ah.  1724/^1760. 


Upon  the  acceffion  of  George  the  Secphd,  the  cap- 
tain-general, the  Company's  affairs  were  in  a  tnore 
flouriflung  flate  than  they  had  been  for  many  year& 
precedifig  Mr.  Blackwell's  frugal  plan  of  retrench- 
ment had  taken  effeft  :  the  rents  of  the  field  and  of 
the  buildings  had  beeii  often  received;  the  party" 
which  patronised  and  fuperintended  its  prbmotion,  had 
the  power  and  exerted  their  influence  with  their  fellow- 
cidzens  in  its  favour ;  the  marches  were  obferved,  and 
the  public  Appearances  were  more  numeroufly  at- 
tended ;  it  was  thus  th^  felt  themfelves  encouraged  td 
order  a  grand  e^ercife  on  the  1 3th  July,  on  occafion 
of  the  king's  acceffion,  for  which  Sir  John  "WTlliamsi 
alderman,  and  John  Thompfon,  Efq.  (heriff,  already 
ihemidiled,  were  chofen  general  and  lieutenant-general; 
and  an  addrefs  was  voted  to  the  fovereign»  as  captain- 
general  of  the  Company,  who  appointed  a  review  on 
the  fid  of  March  following. 

The  corps  affembled  in  Quildhall-yard,  and  went 
m  different  partiesf,  f^m'e  in  coaches,  and  others  by. 
Water,  to  the  Park,  where  they  muftered.    The  cap- 
tain 
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tain  of  pioneers  marched  with  a  field-flaff  and  battle- 
axe,  and  the  falute  was  given  with  hats  only. 

The  addrefs  was  delivered  by"  the  prefident  as 
follows: 

TO  THE  KING'S  MOST  EXCELLENT  MAJESTY. 

The  humble  Address  of  the  President,  Vice-President,  Treasurer, 
Court  of  Assistants,  and  the  whole  Body  of  your  Mtgesty's 
Artillery  pompany  of  the  City  ofLondoti^ 

Great  Sir, 

Wb  cannot  but  obfcrve,  with  the  greateft  concern,  the 
pMent  (ituation  of  the  affairs  of  Europe,  and  the  menaces  and 
threats  ufed  by  the  Spaniards  and  the  Emperour  ag^ainft  your  ma« 
jefty,  your  dominions^  and  our  libertys  and  propenys. 

Therefore  we  take  this  opportunity  to  wait  on  your  majefty  in 
arms,  to  affure  your  majefty  that  we  are  ready  at  this  time  (and 
ihall  be  at  all  times)  to  defend  your  majefty  and  your  royall  fa- 
mily againft  all  your  enemies,  and  the  enemies  of  our  laws,  liber- 
ties, and  properties,  and  all  thofe  that  dare  attempt  to  Invade  or 

difturb  them. 

Signed,  by  Order  of  the  Court  of  Afliftants, 

JOHN  BLACKWELL,  Clerk. 

To  this  addrefs,  his  majefty  was  pleafed  to  give  the 
fdlowing  moft  gracious  anfwer : 

I  THA1IK  you  for  this  dutiful!  and  and  loyall  addreis,  in 
which  you  exprefs  fo  much  zeal  and  affedion  for  my  perfoQ  and 
gOTernment* 

The  order  of  the  march  was  arranged^  and  fighed 
with  the  approbation  of  the  major-general,  by  J.  Black- 
well,  the  clerk  and  adjutant ;  and  although  the  num- 
bers are  not  preferved,  yet  they  muft  have  been  very 
confiderable  to  have  occupied  the  major-general's  di- 
refdon,  and  to  have  offered  ^emfelves  to  his^  majefty 
for  a  review. 

Th^ 
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The  inarch  confifted  ofr- 
A  oompanj  of  pooeers-^'grentifiers,  led  bj  Major  Bdl; 
Sir  WilKam  Biliers*  knt.  and  alderman,  'general ; 
Lieot^nafit-coloMl  Samittl  Wcfiall  $ 
Mi^or-general  John  WiHiams; 
Two  diTifioxis  of  fufileera  ; 
The  furgcoD,  Mr.  Middlcton,  with  fcarfe,  and  arma  of  the 
',  CooQpany ; 

Two  divifions  of  pikemen^  ftc  Sec. 

The  whole  order  is  prefcrved  in  the  Court  Book, 
with  the  pofitions  which  each  divifion  took  at  the  re- 
^ew,  but  it  was  deemed  too  long  to  be  inferted 
here;  at  the  foot  of  the  order  is  the  following  memo- 
randum: 

**  N.  B.  The  Company  confifts  of  the  officers  of 
the  trained  bands  of  the  City  of  London  and  fuburbs 
thereof,  and  other  gentlemen  who  are  inftruded  in 
x^t  ufe  and  exercife  of  arm&" 

Upon  their  return  to  the  Artillery  Garden,  each  file, 
of  four  deep,  were  regaled  with  a  firloin  of  roaAed 
beef  and  a  bottle  of  wine,  and  lOs.  in  money. 

It  is  remarkable  that  the  above  addrefs  look  no 
notice  of  the  king's  acceffion  to  the  crown  ;  and  there- 
fore in  the  following  July  the  court  of  aflSftants  re- 
folved  to  prefent  an  addrefe,  expreffive  of  their  deep 
lenfe  of  (he  great  lois  which  the  nation  had  iuilaiaed 
by  the  iiidden  and  unexpe&ed  death  of  his  majefty's 
late  father,  and  of  their  joy  in  his  peaceful  and  happy 
acceffion  to  the  throne.  Major  Bell  was  defired  to 
wait  on  Lord  Townfhend  for  an  appointment  when  it 
nught  be  prefented,  which  he  promifed  to  do ;  but  pro« 

bably 
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bablyon  the  obvious  confidcration  that  the  addrefs 
would  a£  thkf  tinl^  be  tdo  late,  the  fiibjeA  feema  to 
have  dro|>ped.^ 

The  affairs  of  the  Company  occupied  confiderable 
attention  ;  the  clerk,  Mr.  Blackwell,  having  for  feme 
years  been  in  advance  for  the  ufe  of  the  Company, 
was  aHowed  intereft  upon  the  fum  of  202/*  8j.  W. 
which  appeared  to  be  due  to  him.  The  former  leafe 
of  the  ground  was^  furreiidcl^ed  in  ordett"  to  receive 
another  under  the  fame  rent  and  covenants,  in  which 
were  to  be  diftinguifhed  the  freehold  firom  the  feafe- 
hold  part  of  the  eftate. 

Sir  Williani  Becher  became  lord  mayor,  and  the 
Company  attended  him,  according  to  ancient  cuflom, 
to  Weftminfter,  when  he  was  fwom  into  office,  and 
afterwards  had  the  honour  of  prefenting  a  royal  falute 
to  the  king  on  his  coming  to  dinner  at  Guildhall. 

The  gentlemen  who  were  chofen  as  generals  for 
the  march  declined  to  lead  the  Company ;  and  as  no 
alderman  was  difengaged  fo  as  to  take  that  office,  the 
court  ordered  a  lieutenant-general  and  major-general 
to  lead,  riding  abreaft :  they  were  attended  oirfy  by 
three  fheets  of  colour^,  and  the  flankers  had  partifans, 
and  the  like  were  bom  at  the  asgles  of  each  divifion : 
and  the  following  petiticm  was  prefented  to  the  com- 
rtittee  of  aldermen  and  common  council,  claiming  the 
cuftom  of  the  Company's  attendance,  and  requeffing 
the  ufual  grant  of  20/.  from  the  city  on  like  occa- 
fions. 


7b 
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To  the  WorihipfuU  the  Committee  of  Aldermen  and  Common^ 
Councell  of  the  City  of  London ; 

The  Petliion  qf  the  Court  of  AJfifianti  of  the  ArfiUery  Company 
of  the  faid  City, 

HCMBLT  SRB^ETH, 

That  the  Artillery  Company  have  beeti  accuftomed, 
time  out  of  mind,  to  attend^  in  arms^  the  Right  Honourable  the 
Lord  Mayor  of  this  city»  for  the  time  being,  the  fame  day  he  is 
fwora  at  Wefiminfter^  from  the  place  of  hiB  landing  to  the  place 
where  his  lordihip  dinethi  towards  the  charge  of  which  march  his 
lordfhip,  for  the  time  beings  payeth  to  the  Company  the  Turn  of 
'3o/.  which  is  but  about  one  half  the  charge  of  the'fald  march. 

That  when  any  kifig  or  queen  of  this  realm  is  pleafed  to  honour 
this  city  with  his  or  her  royali  prefence  to  dine  with  the  lord  mayor^ 
the  city  are  nfually  pleafed  to  allow  the  faid  Company  a  further 
fvm  of  20/«  towards  the  charge  of  their  faid  march^  which  is  al- 
ways attended  with  a  greater  cxpence  on  fuch  an  occafion  than  is 
ufual  at  another  time. 

Therefore^  as  his  majefty  is  pleafed  to  declare  his  royal  pleafure 
that  he  will  honour  tliis  city^  on  Monday  next,  for  the  aforefaid 
purpofcf  they  humbly  pray  that  this  worfhipfull  committee  will 
plcace  to  grant  the  fum  of  2o/.  as  i$  ufual  on  fuch  an  oqcafion. 

By  Order  of  the  Court  of  Affiftants, 

JOHN  BLACKWELL,  Clerk*. 

In  the  following  February  the  court  gave  leave  for 
the  guards  of  the  Tower  to  exetcife  m  the  Artillery 
Garden,  twice  a  week,  for  three  months,  paying 
the  tenant  of  the  herbage  for  any  injury  he  might 
fuftaint* 

1 728.  The  ele&ions  in  the  Company  were  favour- 
able to  thofe  who  had  held  the  chief  offices  for  feveral 

♦  Court  Book.  t  IW4. 

o  years 
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years  paft :  Sir  Gilbert  Heathcote  was  continued  as 
the  prefident,  Sir  Charles  Peers  as  vice-prefident, 
and  Sir  Gerrard  Conyers  as  treafurer ;  the  fovereign 
condefcended  to  retain  his  poft  of  captain-general, 
which  he  had  held  while  heir  apparent  to  the  throne ; 
and  the  two  Iheriffs,  Sir  John  Grofvenor  and  Sir 
Thomas  Lambe,  were  elefted  lieutenants  of  the  ground. 
The  public  and  private  leads  of  the  Company 
were  always  fixed  at  the  firft  court  of  afliftants  after 
the  annual  eleftion  ;  and  that  there  might  not  arife 
any  delay  or  difficulty  in  procuring  a  general  for  thofe 
occafions,  it  was  ordered  that  the  firft  lead  fhould  be 
taken  by  the  eldeft  enfign ;  the  next  by  the  fecond 
enfign ;  and  then  that  the  feveral  colonels  of  the  trained 
bands  fhould  be  humbly  applied  to,  to  take  their  leads 
by  feniority  of  their  regiments,  according  to  cuftom, 
upon  their  new  commiffions,  and  without  charge  to 
the  Company,  This  arrangement  feems  to  have  had 
the  defired  efFeft  of  preventing  any  one  of  the 
marches,  or  exercifes,  being  unprovided  with  a 
leader. 

The  value  of  the  ground,  at  that  period,  may  be 
afcertained  by  the  contraft  made  with  Sir  Jofeph 
Eyies  for  the  herbage  of  the  Artillery  Garden,  at  a 
rent  of  36/.  p^  annum;  and  by  an  under  leafe, 
granted  for  fixty-one  years,  for  building  at  \s.  6d.  per 
foot.     ' 

1729,  The  continuation  of  the  fame  chiefs  who 
were  eleded  laft  year,  was  an  evidence  of  the  fatis- 
faction  of  the  whole  Company,  not  only  in  the  mea- 
fures  which  they  had  purfued  in  the  Company's 
affairs,  but  alfo  of  an  agreement  in  their  public  opi- 
nions: 
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Tiions:  under  their  aufpices  it  is- certain  that  the 
fociety  had  fo  far  maintained  its  refpeft  and  increafed 
Its  numbers,  as  to  propofe  to  ereft  a  new  armoury ; 
two  furveyors  offered  plans  for  the  infpeftion  of , the 
bourt,  and  that  of  Mr.  Stibb's  having  been  approved, 
a  general  fubfcription  was  opened,  and  a  report  from 
the  annual  cJomniittee  was  delivered  to  the  Company  to 
the  following  effeft : 

The  Preamlle  and  Conditions  jfot  a  voluntary  Sulscription  for  the 
Building,  an  Armory. 

His  royal  majcllyi  King  George  the  Krft>  having  been 
grtcioudy  pleafed  to  order  the  fuini  of  50b/.'  to  be  paid  to  the  ho- 
flourable  the  Artillery  Cditipany  of  the  city  of  London,  as  a  mark 
bf  his  royal  favour  towards  them^;  and  a  teftimony  of  his  approve* 
^g  the  g6od  order  in  which  they  appeared  on  the  i  ft  day  of  June 
ijZ2,n  they  matched  in  review  before  him ;  It  is  the  intention  of 
the  pretident,  vice-preOdent^  treaTureri  and  court  of  affiftants  of  the 
faid  Company^  to  appropriate  the  faid  50b/.  towards  the  building 
a  new  armory  ;  and  it  being  the  ie^gn  of  the  aforefaid  gentlemen, 
that  the  (aid  armory  be  a  noble  ftru£^ure  or  edifice^  in  honour  to 
(he  memory  of  his  faid  royal  majefty,  and  likewife  in  honour  of  his 
prefent  maje(ty>  King  Creorge  the  Second,  their  auguft  captain - 
general ;  They  do  therefore  order  that  a  voluntary  fubfcriptioa 
he  forthwith  taken  for  raifing  a  fufficient  fum  fbr  completing  the 
ttmei  according  to  a  modell  or  pkn  prepared  for  that  purpofe. 

And  that  for  the  encouragement  of  fuob  gentlemen  as  are 
^leafed  to  become  fubfcriberS  to  this  undertaking,  they  are  of 
opinion, 

I  ft;  That  fuch  gentlemen  as  fliall  fubfcribe  and  pay  the  fum  of 
5/.  or  upwards/  (hall  have  their  names  fctt  in  letters  of  goM,  on  the 
panneli  in  the  great  room  in  the  faid  armory,  with  the  refpedive 
fams  by  them  fubfcribed,  as  a  gratefuU  acknowledgment  of  their 
being  kind  benefaftors  to  the  faid  Company  (if  they  pleafe  to  give 
leave  for  fo  doing). 

2d»  That  fuch  gentlemen  as  fliall  fubfcribe  and  pay  the  fym  of 

o  2  xo/* 
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to/,  or  upward*  fliall  not  only  have  their  names  fet  aa  aforeraij, 
but  be  admitted  and  entered  members  of  the  faid  Company  (if  ihcf 
are  not  fo  already),  free  from  paying  any  quartertdge  f durante  s/iidj^ 
provided  they  are  not  officers  in  the  trained  bands  of  this  city. 

3.  That  fuch  gentlemen  as  (halt  fubfciibe  and  pay  the  fum  of  20/. 
or  upwards,  fliall  not  only  have  their  names  fet  and  be  admitted 
members  of  this  Company  as  aforefaid,  but  be  alfo  admitted  ho- 
Bourary  members  of  the  court  of  affiftants^  but  this  not  to  extend 
to  any  officers  in  the  trained  bands  of  this  city,  the  Weftminfter 
or  Tx>wer  Hamlets,  under  the  degree  of  a  captain-lieutenant.  * 

4th,  That  when  a  fuificient  fum  is  fubfcribed  to  compleat  the 
building  tHe  {aid  armory,  that  the  faid  fubfcription  money  be  eel* 
leded  and  received  by  the  clerk,  and  paid  into  the  hands  of  the* 
honourable  Sir  Gerrard  Conyers,  treafurer  to  the  faid  Company,  or 
into  the  bank  of  England,  as  the  court  of  affiftants  fliall  fee  pro- 
per to  dirc&  and  appoint,  and  not  to  be  converted  or  employed  to 
any  other  ufe  or  purpofe  whatfoever  than  for  building  the  (aid 
armory*. 

Thefe  recommendations  of  the  committee  were  im* 
mediately  formed  into  orders  of  court,  and  every 
method  ufed  to  induce  the  members  to  promote  a  plan 
which  embraced  the  permanence  and  fecurity  of  the 
fodety. 

1730.  In  the  mean  time  its  current  affairs  were 
not  neglefbed,  its  debts  and  obligations  were  gradual- 
ly difcharged,  its  ufual  marches  through  the  city  and 
to  Baumes,  an^  its  refpe^  in  arms  to  the  lord  mayor,  j 
Sir  Richard  Brocas,  were  regularly  attended.  But  it 
became  eflential  to  unite  the  favour  of  the  lieute- 
nancy tdwards  carr)'ing  on  the  fubfcription  for  the 
new  armory,  and  therefore  a  memorial  was  addrefied, 
in  the  enfuing  May,  to  the  officers  of  that  commiiSon, 
in  the  following  terms : 

♦  Gurt  Bei4* 

To 
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To  the  Right  Honourable  the  Lord  Mayor,  and  the  red  of  the 
Honourable  the  CommifiBoneni  of  hia  M ajefty's  Lieutenancyji 
for  the  City  of  London  and  Liberty  thereof. 

The  Memorial  and  Representation  of  the  President,  Vice-Presi* , 
dent.  Treasurer,    and  Court  of  Assistants  of  the  Artillery 
Company  of  the  said  City, 

£h£wsth^ 

That  they  have  been  informed  that  this  honourable  courtj 
fome years  fince^  had  an  intention  to  build  a  houfe  or  armory  in  the 
Anil Icry  Ground,  for  the  ufe  and  fervice  of  the  officers  and  foidiers- 
of  the  militia  of  this  cityy  on  the  days  of  their  mufter  and  other 
public  drawings  forth. 

And  that  they  had  appointed  a  conunittee  and  advifed  with  coun- 
fd  thereon,  as  in  particular  iq  the  ye^rs  1 702  and  1 704,  and  that 
the  faid  committee  did,  in  the  year  1704,  make  their  report  to 
this  honourable  court  in  the  following  words,  viz. 

"  That  purfnant  to  the  matter  to  them  referred,  they  have  bad 
t^e  opinion  of  the  recorder  and  the  common  ferjeant,  that  this 
coartlias  authority  by  law  to  -expend  what  fum  of  money  they 
ihall  chink  necelTary,  to  build  a  houfe  for  the  ufe  and  fervice  of  the 
officers  and  foldiers  of  the  militia  6f  this  city,  upon  the  days  of 
their  mufter  and  other  public  drawings  forth. 

^'  They  alfo  report,  that  the  Artillery  Garden  being  given  by 
this  city,  as  well  for  the  ufe  of  the  trained  bands  as  of  the  Artil* 
lery  Company,  is  a  proper  place  to  build  fuch  a  houfe  upon,  and 
are  of  opinion  that  the  fum  of  or  thereabouts^  wil^l  crcft 

a  building  proper  fpr  the  ufe  aforefaid." 

For  the  greater  certainty  of  which  they  rei^x  to  the  books  of  this 
honourable  court. 

That  the  Artillery  Compan-y,  taking  into  confideration  the  great 
want  of  an  armory,  are  about  railing  a  fum,  by  way  of  voluntary 
fijbfcription,  towards  the  ere£ling  fuch  a  building,  witii  offices 
and  accommodations,  as  may  be  convenient  to  receive  ibe  officers 
iqd  foldiers  of  the  trained  }^^Tid^  of  ^his  city  on  mufter  days  and 
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other  publick  drawings  forth,  and  exercife  the  ArtiUery  Compainf 
therein,  in  cafe  of  wet  weather. 

Therefore^  the  faid  court  of  affiftants  hnmbly  hope  that  this 
honourable  court  will  pleafe  to  take  the  premifes  into  their  con- 
fideration. 

All  the  dommanding  officers  of  the  lieutenancy 
were  fblicited  to  aid  this  memorial  at  their  general 
court. 

1732.  On  the  8th  of  May  the  court  of  affiftants 
finally  approved  of  the  plaii,  and  adopted  the  eftimate 
of  Mr.  Stibbs  at  1800/.  for  completing  the  whole; 
but  there'  was  at  this  time  an  old  building  in  the 
Artillery  Ground  which  had  been  iifed  ias  ah  ar«> 
moury,  that  fome  of  the  members  conceived  was 
capable  of  repair,  or  of  eniargement,  which  might 
fuperfede  the  expenfe  of  a  new  houfe  j  this  produce4 
a  fliort  delay  in  the  arrangements  to  admit  qf  a  furvey, 
upon  which  it  was  reported  to  be  unfit  for  either  re- 
pair or  enlargement,  and  was  therefore  ordered  to 
be  taken  down. 

The  lieutenancy  examined  the  new  plans,  and 
agreed  to  fubfcribe  500/.  provided  the  intended  buUd- 
ing  ihould  be  iappropriated  for  the  accommodation  of 
the  trained  bands  and  their  officers,  on  fiich  mufter 
days  as  their  court  ihould  appoint ;  and  they  recom- 
mended that,  inftead  of  s^  tiiche  in  the 'centre  of  the 
front  over  the  great  door^  as  drawn  in  ^  the  plan,  a 
window  and  a  balcony  Ihould  be  made  for  the  accom- 
modation of  their  officers,  which  was  afterwards 
agreed  to*. 

1733.  However  unpopular  may  have  been  fome  of 

•  Court  Book. 

the 


CH.  XI,  Geo.  IL^--Jtt.  1733.  199 

the  meafures  of  Sir  Robert  Walpole,  the  prime  miiiifter, 
particularly  in  the  introdudion  of  his  fcheme  of  adding 
an  excife  to  the  cuftoms,  ^hd  whatever  may  have 
been  the  clamours  of  the  populace,  and  the  adive 
exertions  of  fome  of  the  kading  members  of  thi^ 
Company  on  either  fide  of  thofe  queflions;  yet  it 
no  where  appears  that  the  Company  were  in  any 
manner  led  to  interfere  with  them,  though  probably 
every  member,  in  his  individual  capacity,  might  not 
have  remained  infenfible  or  inaftive  in  the  caufe 
which  excited  fuch  general  intereft  at  this  period. 
The  progrefs  of  the  Company  in  their  marches  feems. 
to  have  been  uninterrupted,  and  their  annual  eledlioii 
the  fame,  except  that  by  the  deceafe  of  Sir  Gil- 
t)ert  Heathcote,  the  prefident.  Sir  Charles  Peers, 
was  chofen  to  that  poft.  Sir  Gerrard  Conyers  was 
raifed  from  the  office  of  treafurer  to  that  of  vice-pre- 
fident,  and  Sir  Jofeph  Eyles  promoted  to  that  of 
treafurer;  the  two  lieutenants  of  the  ground  were 
always  ghanged  annually,  and  generally  fell  to  the- 
Iheriffs  j  and  for  this  year  the  lots  were  in  favour  of 
the  two  flieriflfs,  Robert  Alfop  and  Sir  Henry  Hankey ; 
John  Efarber,  efq.  being  lord  mayor.     . 

The  manager^  qf  the  Company  faw  that,  to  preferve 
punftual  order  in  their  marches,  and  to  maintain 
them  with  unrelaxing  attention,  was  the  only  way 
to  fecure  (Irength  an4  refpeftability  to  the  t^rps; 
they  therefore  revived  a  rule,  made  in  1719,  for  all 
fergeant3  of  the  trained  bands  to  march  with  them, 
which  had  been  much  neglefted ;  they  caufed  a  ftrong 
application  to  be  preferred  to  the  commiffioners  of  the 
lieutenancy  to  difcharge  fuch  as  difobeyed  this  rule, 
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and  lifts  were  framed  in  order  to  enforce  their  attend* 
ance  by  the  infertion  of  their  names :  at  the  lame 
time  it  was  allowed  that  if  any  of  their  officers  (hould 
march  in  any  body  of  grenadiers  on  the  lord  mayor's 
day,  it  fhould  be  deemed  equal  to  their  having  marched 
with  the  Company  *. 

1734,  The  Prince  of  Orange  had  in  the  preced- 
ing  November  arrived  in  England,  in  order  to  confum- 
mate  a  marriage  with  the  princefs  royal,  but  he  was 
taken  ill  upon  his  arrival,  and  retired  to  Bath  for  the 
recovery  of  his  health.  The  Houfe  of  Commons  now 
pafled  a  bill  in  confequence  of  a  mefTage  from  the 
kin^^  to  enable  him  to  fettle  an  annuity  of  5O00/. 
up(()n  her  for  life,  as  a  mark  of  his  paternal  favour 
andaflfeftion;  and  on  the  14th  of  March  the  cere- 
mony was  folemnized  with  great  magnificence  f. 

Addrefles  of  congratulation  were  offered  from 
feveral  parts  of  the  kingdom  j  amongfl  which  a  depu- 
tation from  the  Artillery  Company  waited  on  Sir 
Robert  W?ilpole  to  know  the  king's  pleafure  therein ; 
he  received  them  gracioufly,  and  faid>  **  That  his 
majefty  had  fignified  his  pleafure  to  him,  to  prevent 
as  much  as  poffible  the  attendance  of  any  great  bodies 
on  that  occafion,  for  that  the  prince  was  fo  weakly 
in  his  conftitution,  that  it  would  be  too  great  a  fatigue 
to 'him  under  his  prefent  cirqumftances,  and  that  his 
majefty  would  gracioufly  accept  their  kind  offer,  as 
well  as  if  it  were  done ;  and  that  his  majefly  had 
given  him  direftipns  to  minute  down  the  fame  re- 
queft  in  a  book  kept  for  that  purpofe  |/* 
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The  minutes  of  this  year  are  remarkable  for  recde- 
ing  two  petitions  to  the  court  from  two  women  for  the 
appointment  of  armourer-  The  court  having  due 
regard  to  their  fex,  confidered  the  nature  of  the 
office  which  they  folicited,  and  without  inftantly  dif- 
^ppointing  them  of  the  fervice,  took  time  to  refer  for 
any  precedents  upon  their  records ;  but  as  thefe  did 
not  fumifh  any,  they  elefted  a  member  of  the  Com- 
pany to  that  poft. 

It  alfo  happened  this  year,  that  the  whole  court  of 
aldermen  had  held  the  general's  ftafi*,  fo  that  there 
was  no  one  to  whom  the  turn  properly  fell ;  the  pre- 
iident.  Sir  Charles  Peers,  therefore  took  the  firft 
march,  and  Sir  Gerrard  Conyers,  the  vice-prefident, 
took  the  fecond ;  and  all  the  former  chiefs  werere- 
clefted  on  the  22d  of  May. 

The  fubfcription  for  the  new  armoury  haying  beea 
confiderably  promoted,  the  court  of  afSftants  now 
determined  to  put  the  laft  fteps  forward  towards  ereft- 
ing  the  building:  Thomas  Stibbs  was  chofen  furveyor  ; 
a  building  committee  was  appointed;  and  various 
contrads  were  oflFered  by  different  workmen  from 
1653/.  to  1390/.  arid  Harris  and  Stibbs  having  united 
In  one  contraft  for  1284/.  the  court  agreed  with  them. 

But  it  was  afterwards  found  neceffary  to  fmk  the 
foundation  deeper  than  had  been  at  firft  propofed, 
which  increafed  the  amount  of  the  contrafl:  22/.  7^. 
and  it  was  ordered  to  be  planked. 

Sir  Gerrard  Conyers,  the  furviving  truftee  of  Sir 
Gilbert  Heathcote,  transferred,  by  order  of  court, 
the  500/.  South  Sea  ftock  into  the  joint  names  of 
himfelf  aa4  Sir  Jofeph  Eyles  the  treafurer,  in  truft4 
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the  flock  was  afterwards  ordered  to  be  fold,  and  the 
produce  applied  towards  the  building,  which  was  fo 
far  advanced  in  December  following,  that  it  was  in- 
fured  from  fire  in  the  Hand-in-Hand  office ;  and  appli- 
cation was  made  in  the  enfuing  March,  to  the  court 
pf  lieutenancy,  for  th§  500A  which  they  had  prbmifed 
to  fubfcribe. 

'  1735.  Sir  IJdward  Bellamy  being  lord  mayor,  and 
a  member  of  the  Company,  the  whole  corps  paid  their 
refpefts  to  him  in  anns  on  the  1 1th  Jupe,  the  anni- 
verfary  of  the  king's  acceffion. 

The  new  armoury  was  finifhed  in  July,  and  was 
immediately  let  for  a  year ;  a  futler  was  appointed 
with  permiffion  to  fell  beer,  ale,  and  liquors,  below 
flairs ;  and  an  order  was  made  that  no  beer  drinkers 
ftould  fit  above  (lairs,  during  the  muflers  of  the  fix 
regiments  of  trained  bands ;  the  beadle  was  alfo  di- 
reded  to  hoift  the  union  flag  on  the  roof,  on  public 
occafions. 

1736.  The  armoury  was  ufed  for  the  firft  time  on 
the  1  ft  of' March,  on  occafion  of  the  queen's  birth 
day,  and  an  entertainment  was  provided  at  the  jnem- 
bers'  expense ;  the  furveyor  received  50/.  for  his  Ikill ; 
and  the  clerk,  Mr.  Blackwell,  50/.  and  the  beadlt; 
10/.  for  their  trouble  *. 

In  the  month  of  February,  the  king  fent  two  mem- 
bers of  the  privy  council  to  the  Prince  of  Wales,  to  pro- 
pofe  to  him  a  marriage  with  the  Princefs  of  Saxe  Gotha. 
This  being  agreeable  to  the  prince,  the  marriage  was 
celebrated  on  the  27th  of  April.     Mr.Pultney  moved 
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in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  an  addrefs  of  congratula- 
tion, which  was  fupported  by  Mr.  George  Lyttelton 
and  Mr.  William  Pitt,  vrho  pronounced  elegant  pane- 
gyrics upon  the  prince  and  his  amiable  confort,  and 
a  bill  was  afterwards  paiTed  for  the  naturalization  of 
her  royal  high^efs,  followed  by  another  iot  an  annual 
fettlement  upon  the  Prince  of  Wales. 

In  the  mean  time  the  eleftions  in  the  Company  re-^ 
mained  tlje  lame  as  laft  year,  excepting  that  Sir  Robert 
Baylis  was  elefted  treafurer,  vice  Sir  Jofeph  Eyles, 
and  Sir  John  Bernard  and  Sir  Robert  Godfchall 
lieutenants  of  the  ground. 

To  perpetuate  the  names  of  the  fubfcribers  to  the 
new  armoury,  the  court  ordered  them  to  be  painted 
in  letters  of  gold  on  the  pannek  of  the  guard  room ; 
thefe  have  been  fince  removed  or  painted  over.  Some 
of  them  may  now  be  difcovered  at  the  fides  of  the 
little  ftaircafe  leading  from  the  prefent  futlmg-room 
to  the  orcheftra  and  roof. 

Some  diflurbanc'e  having  taken  place  between  the 
Company  and  the  trained  bands,  relative  to  the  ufe 
of  the  armoury,  the  court,  on  1 7th  July,  refolved, 
that  the  new  armoury,  was  built  for  the  ufe  of  the 
leveral  members  of  the  Company,  for  the  mufters 
of  the  trained  bands,  and  accommodation  of  their 
officers,  whenever  ordered  by  a  court  of  lieutenancy, 
for  performance  of  any  duty  or  fervice;  and  therefore 
rcfolved,  that  the  refpeftive  parties  fhould  each  oc- 
cupy a  table  placed  for  them,  and  for  the  Company, 
and  for  the  lieutenancy ;  that  no  member  fhould  pre- 
fume  to  bring  any  perfon  into  the  great  room  without 
leave  of  a  field  officer ;  and  that  the  beadle,  with 
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**  a  good  band  of  fentiiiels^'*  fhould  be  placed  at  the 
door  to  withfband  any  perfon  breaking  thefe  orders } 
that  any  perfon  flirring  up  a  tumult  fhould  be  turned 
out  of  the  room ;  that  no  malt  liquor  fhould  be  fold 
or  brought  into  the  armoury,  except  that  the  derk 
ixughl  fell  iK^ine  there;  and  leave  was  given  lo  John 
Merry  to  eredt  a  tent  in  the  garden,  for  the  fale  of 
liquors  cm  the  fix  mufler  days  *.. 

Notwithftanding  this  ufe  of  the  building,  it  was. 
not  entirely  finiihed  until  the  following  March,  when 
the  expenfe  of  the  whole  amounted  to  1691/.  O/.  6d. 
cxclufive  of  any  furniture  !• 

A  profecution  for  an  affault  was  inftituted  in  the 
King's  Bcnch^  againft  three  captains,  at  the  fuit  of 
the  fervant  of  a .  Mr*  Cafwall,  who  had  driven  his 
jmafler's  chaife  againfl,  and  broken  the  ranks  of  the 
Company,  in  Bifhopfgate-flreet,  during  their  march 
to  pay  thejr^  refpe£ts  to  the  lord  mz^yor.  The  court 
ordered  the  charges  of  their  defence  to  be  defrayed 
by  the  Company ;  but  they  were,  upon  their  trial, 
found  guilty,  which  produced  confiderable  objedions 
to  this  order,  either  as  to  the  truth  of  the  flory,  or  as 
to  the  mode  of  conducing  the  defence*  *  The  court 
however  thought  fit  to  abide  their  firfl  order,  ^d  paid 
6Ql  IS/.  Ud. 

Sir  William  Billers  was  elided  to  be  treafurer ;  and 
a  lifl  of  the  Company's  property  was  made,  in  whigh 
are  enumerated  ten  great  guns. 

I73t.  Enfign  Henry  Wardell  prefented  the  paints 
ing  of  the  Company's  arms,  which  was  placed  over 
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the  fire-place  at  the  eaft  end  of  the  great  room ;  and 
an  inventory  was  made  foon  afterwards  of  the  ieveral 
articles  of  ancient  armoury  in  the  Company^s  poffet 
fion,  which  were  painted  and  affixed  in  different  pajtp 
of  the  houfe  in  an  ornamental  manner ;  and  to  ren- 
der the  eftablifhment  complete,  a  fubfcription  was 
opened  for  the  purchafe  of  arms  fuflicient  for  the 
exercifes*. 

1738.  On  the  24th  of  May,  fmce  altered  by  the 
change  of  the  ftyle  to  the  4th  of  June,  the  Princefe 
of  Wales  was  delivered  of  a  fon,  who  was  baptia^ed 
by  the  name  of  George;  now  king  of  Great-Britain* 
His  birth  was  celebrated  with  uncommon  rejoicings  ; 
addreffes  of  congratulation  were  prefented  to  the 
king,  and  to  the  Prince  of  Wales.  His  highnefs  lived 
like  a  private  gentleiftan,  cultivating  the  virtues  of  a  Ib- 
cial  life^  and  enjoying  the  beft  fruits  of  conjugal  felicity  f. 

At  the  annual  eleftion  on  the  following  day.  Sir 
Robert  Baylis  became  prefident.  Sir  William  Billers, 
vice-prefident ;  Sir  Edward  Bellamy,  treafurer;  and 
the  fheriffs,  Sir  George  Champion  and  Robert  Cater, 
efq.  lieutenants  of  the  ground. 

The  officers  of  the  trained  bands  privately  exercife?d 
in  the  armoury,  and  the  court  of  lieutenancy  conti- 
nued to  pay  7S/.  to  the  Company,  to  be  diftributed 
by  the  clerk  among  thofe  who  attended  the  grand 
marches  or  exercifes. 

Oh  18th  Od.  the  fociety  of  Finfbury  Archers  de- 
fired  leave  to  ereft  two  fhootmg  butts,.  50  yards  dif- 
tant,  at  the  north  end  of  the  Garden ;    fo  that  it 

•  Court  Book.  +  S.r.oUet 

fhould 


20(5  k.A.(::. 

fiiould  feem  that  the  remnant  of  that  ancient  foaetJT 
had  continued  diftinft  from  the  Artillery,  and  front 
the  fociety  of  St,  George,  which  had  been  milted  with 
It*  The  Company's  marks  were  then  and  are  ftill 
flanding  in  the  fields  near  Finfbury,  at  certain  dif- 
tances  calculated  for  the  ufe  of  long  bows  and  crofs 
bows»  The  warrants,  or  letters  of  licenfe,  from  the 
crown,  not  only  grant  authority  to  the  Artillery  Com^ 
pany  to  aflemble  and  exercife  in  arms  in  their  own 
ground,  but  alfo  in  other  places  where  they  have  for- 
merly been  ufed  to  exercife.  This  latitude  is  extend- 
ed to  the  fields  near  Finlbury,  which  reached  from  the 
Gaftle  at  Mootgate  to  Iflington  Common,  dh  each  fide 
of  a  public  pathway  leading  by  the  Rofemary  Branch  } 
along  the  fide  of  which  pathway  27  ftoneSj  or  butts^ 
were  then  (landing,  and  are  ftill  preferved,  with  their 
diftances  carved  upon  them,  for  the  ufe  bf  the  Com- 
pany, and  a  chart  of  them  is  annexed*. 

1739. '  The  elefUon  of  chief  officers  was  the  fame 
as  that  of  laft  yean  On  the  5th  of  November,  the 
armoury  was  illuminated,  and  the  great  guns  were 
fired  in  commemoration  of  King  William's  acceilion  f  • 

1740.  iDaniel  Lambert,  efq^  chofen  lord  mayor,* 
tipon  the  deceafe  of  his  predecessor,  during  the  va- 
cation, tvhen  the  courts  at  Weftminster  were  not  fit- 
ting, it  was  appointed  that  he  ihould  be  fwom  into  office 
upon  Tower  llill.  The  Company,  therefbre,  claimed 
the  right  of  being  his  lordship's  body  guard,  to  conduft' 
fdm  from  Guildhall  to  the  very  fteps  of  the  ftage  . 
crefted  for  the  p^rpofe  ;  and  they  foficited  liim  to  m- 
fill  on  thisright  in  then:  behalf  |. 
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1741.  The  court  ordered,  that  any  lieutenant-co- 
lonel of  the  trained  bands  ihould  have  power  to  deiire 
the  clerk  to  call  a  court  of  affiftants,  and  a  general 
court  alfb* 

In  this,  and  feveral  of  the  preceding  years,  I  have 
not  repeated  the  current  orders  of  the  Company ; 
the  ele&ions  were  without  interruption  or  change, 
and  the  progrefe  of  the  fociety  feemed  to  enjoy  a  tran- 
quil progreffion  to  profperity ,  of  which  the  fubfequent 
periods  hare  reaped  the  fruits  *. 

Sir  Robert  Walpole  now  arrived  at  the  clofe  of  his 
greatnefs^  which  he  had  for  many  years  enjoyed,  tie 
faw  no  fecurity  for  himfelf  but  in  a  divifion  of  the  op-* 
pofition*  He  propofed  terms  of  reconciliation  between 
the  two  courts  of  St.  James's  and  Ldcefter-houfe;  but 
he  failed  at  the  latter,  where  he  was  deemed  the  bar 
between  his  majefty  and  the  aflFeftions  of  his  people. 
He  had  a  laft  recourfe  to -an  eleftion,  in  which  he  had 
the  mortification  to  fee  an  increafed  majority  againft 
him.  He  then  declared  that  he  would  never  more 
fit  ia  the  Hoofe  of  Commons ;  and  during  the  short 
adjournment  of  15  days,  he  received  the  title  of  Earl 
of  Orford,  refigned  all  his  employments,  and  died 
in  1744t 

1743.  In  addition  to  the  ufual  marches  and  elec- 
tions, the  attention  of  the  Company  was  called  upon 
to  prepare,  with  the  reft  of  their  fellow  fubjefts,  to 
defend  tixeir  country  againft  a  projeded  invafion  from 
the  French,  headed  by  the  Chevalier  St.  George* 
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They  felfely  judged  (as  they  have  beeft^Aiuch  b  the 
practice  of  judging  of  late  years)^  by  the  zeal  and 
intemperate  expreflions  of  feme  warm  partlzans, 
that  the  nation  was  ready  for  a  revolt;  and  the 
papifts  and  Jacobites  led  the  court  at  Verfailles  to 
believe^  that  if  the  chevalier,  or  his  fon  Charles-Ed- 
ward, Were  tp  land  in  England,  a  fucce&ful  revolu- 
tion would  enfue.  The  Cardinal  de  Tencoin,  who 
had  fucceeded  Fleury,  favoured  the  defign ;  and  as 
the  chevalier  was  advanced  in  years,  his  feelings  were 
flattered  into  the  imbitious  hopes  of  giving  to  his  fon, 
who  had  the  qualities  of  being  fecret,  brave,  and  en- 
terprifing,  the  honour  of  riling  t(},  the  throne  of  his 
progenitors.  His  arrival  in  France  from  his  former 
refidence  at  Rome,  at  the  time  of  warlike  prepara- 
tions at  Breft  and  Boulogne,  explained  their  deftina- 
tion,  and  gave  the  fignal  of  difcovery.  Every  pre- 
paration was  immediately  effe&ed  in  England.  The 
king  laid  his  information  before  the  parliament,  and 
the  way  to  the  throne  was.ftrewed  with  the  devotions 
of  every  branch  of  the  people.  The  Earl  of  Stsur 
was  reiiivefted  with  the  chief  command  of  the  Britifli 
forces ;  the  Duke  of.  Montrofe,  and  others,  were 
permitted  to  raife  volunteer  regiments ;  the  king  was 
exhorted  to  augment  his  army  and  navy,  the  Habeas 
Corpus  A£t  was  fufpended,  and  the  papifts  and  non- 
jurors were  ordered  to  retire  ten  miles  from  London, 
and  every  precaution  was  taken  for  the  prefervation 
of  the  public  tranquillity. 

The  zeal  of  the  Artillery  Company,  always  alive  to 
the  welfare  of  their  fovereign,  and  ftiU  more  on  the 
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prefent  alarm,  when  their  foverdga  alfo  had  retained 
in  his  own  perfon  the  iUff  of  their  captain-general^ 
prefented  the  following  animated  addrefs : 

*rO  THE  KING'S  MOST  JIXCELLENT  MAJSSTY. 

The  humble  Address  qfthe  President,  Fke-Presideni,  Treasurer, 
Court  of  Assistants,  and  Body  ^the  Artillery  Company  qfthe 
City  of  London, 

Most  Gracious  Sovbrsign, 

When  we  refled  on  the  wifdoniy  equity,  and  mOdnefa 
of  yoor  inajefly's  goTernment,  and  the  known  conftancy,  firmnefs, 
and  refolotion,  of  your  roya](mind|  we  could  icaroe  have  thought  ' 
that  any  perfont  ekhcr  covld  defire  or  would  dare  to  give  you  any 
domeftie  difturbance* 

But  iince  the  eldefi  fon  of  thc^retender  to  your  majefty's  crowp 
Is  arrived  in  France^  and  fince  they  who  have  long  aimed  at  uni- 
verfal  monarchy^  forgetfull  of  the  late  glorious  vidory  obtained 
in  the  fields  of  Dettangen  by  the  bravery  of  your  niaje(ly*8  troops, 
animated  by  your  royal  preftace  and  example,^  have  now  the  info* 
Icnce  to  make  preparatiooi  to  invade  this  kingdom,  in  concert  with 
difaffeficd  perfoas  here,  wicked  and  fencelefa  enough  to  aflill  thp 
enemies  of  their  country,  pf  their  religion,  and  of  their  lawful! 
fovereign : 

We  humbly  beg  leave,  with  the  reft  of  your  faithful  fubje^s, 
to  approach  your  throoe,  and  from  thehigfaeft  fentiments  of  duty 
and  gratitude,  to  exprefs  our  juft  deteftation  of  fo  daring  and  def- 
perate  an  attempt^  and  to  aflure  your  majefty  thiit  we  are  fully 
determined  to  facrafice  our  lives  in  the  caufe  of  liberty,  in  the 
defence  of  your  majeily's  facred  perfon,  crown,  and  dignity,  and 
in  fupport  of  the  proteftant  fuceeffion  in  your  royal  line. 

1744.  The  British  fleet,  under  the  command  of 
Sir  John  Norris,  unexpectedly  arrived  in  fight  of  the 
French  fquadron ;  but,  the  tide  failing,  he  was  obliged 
to  anchor  two  leagues  ihort  of  them.  This  gave  them 
an  interval  for  a  council  of  war,  in  which  they  de- 
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termined  to  avoid  an  engagement;  and  a  ftorm  firom 
the  north-eaft  difconcerted  the  whole  of  their  projed- 
ed  invafion  *. 

'  There  were  not  any  changes  in  the  government 
of  the  Company  this  year ;  but  their  fervices,  tendered 
as  nfual  to  Sir  Robert  Weftiey,  lord  mayor,  were  not 
accepted.  Their  march  was  accordingly  poftponed 
from  the  11th  to  the  15th  of  June,  when  they  per- 
formed  a  grand  exerdfe  in  their  own  ground. 

A  company  of  grenadiers  from  Southwark  and 
Cripplegate,  having,  difobeyed  the  commanding  offi- 
cer during  their  march  with  the  Company,  the  court 
refolved  (on  5th  Oa.)>  ^^^^  ^^Y  should  not  be  fuf- 
fered  to  march  again  unleft  they  were  obedient  there* 
to ;  ^and  that  if  any  of  the  Company  ihould  march  as 
grenadiers  or  fuziieers  with  any  other  body  than  diat 
of  the  Company,  duly  fummoned  on  any  of  the  three 
grand  marches,  namely,  the  lord  mayor's  visit,  Baumes, 
and  the  lord  mayor's  day,  or  lend  their  arms  or  ac- 
coutrements for  that  purpofe,  they  (hould  be  piembers 
of  the  Company  no  longer ;  and  feveral  were  in  con- 
fequence  of  this  order  difmifled  on  the  23d  of  No- 
vember. 

1745.  The  Company,  under  the  dire£Hon  of  the 
fame  ftafF,  oflfered  their  attendance  on  Henry  Marihall, 
efq.  the  lord  mayor,  from  St.  Paul's  church  to  the 
Manfion-houfe ;  but  he  declined  it,  preferring  that, 
of  his  own  immediate  officers  only. 

The  war  between  EnglaQd  and  France,  whidi  had 
Spread  its  contagion  far  and  wide  into  other  jsaipns 

♦  Smollee. 
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fince  the  laft  projefted  invafion^  had  given  occafion 
to  many  parties  and  feverai  volunteer  regraients-  One 
of  thefe  was  remarked  to  have  frequently  paraded 
through  the  ftreets  of  London,  in  military  array, 
*'  with  drums  beating,  firelocks  and  pther  weapon^ 
of  war,  but  without  authority/*  A  committee  was 
therefore  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  nature  of  their 
aflbdation,  and  to  prefent  a  remonftrance  to  the  court 
of  lieuteiiancy  •.  It  was  natural  that  every  good  ci- 
tizen fliould  be  jealous  of  fo  ferious  a  meafure  as 
that  of  any  armament  not  fandioned  by  the  magi- 
ftrate  or  the  ftate ;  for  the  war  had  lafted  long  enough, 
and  had  heaped  fo  many  laurels  upon  the  brows  of 
th6  Britifh  officers,  that  then:  enemies  began  to  devife 
plots  for  the  internal  fubdu£tion  of  their  power,  which 
they  could  not  effeft  by  valour  in  the  field. 

The  redudion  of  Louiiburg  by  Mr.  Warren,  one  of 
the  braveft  and  beft  of  officers  in  the  fervice  of  Eng- 
land, was  accompanied  by  the  furrender  of  Cape  Bre- 
ton on  the  17th  of  June. 

It  was  conceived  that  this  iifeful  acquifition  would  • 
remove  all  fears  of  encroachment  or  rivalihip  from 
the  Englifh  fifheries  on  the  coail  of  North  America 
and  Newfoundland.  It  would  overawe  the  Indians, 
and  fecure  the  pofTeffion  of  Acadia  to  the.  crown ;  it 
would  return  an  annual  income  of  2,000,000/.  fler- 
Eng  for  the  manufactures  of  this  country ;  it  would  ex- 
tend the  fyftem  of  navigation,  and,  among  many  othei^ 
advantages,  would  cut  off  all  communication  between 
France  wd  Canada  by  the  river  St.  Lawrence.    Ad- 
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dre&s  to  the  throne,  and  various  teftknonles  of  joy , 
filled  the  hearts  of  the  people*.  Hie  Company 
united  with  thdr  feUow*cidzens,  and  a  coniidmbk 
acquiiition  of  members  were  daily  received  f. 

But  whUe  Europe  and  America  thus  felt  the  wounds 
of  wariare,  the  government  of  Great  Britain  was  dc« 
voted  to  a  fliock  which  required  more  than  the  or- 
dioary  powers  of  the  cabinet  to  withftand.     The  jaco* 
bite  fa£kion  promifed  to  raife  the  ftandard  of  rebel- 
lion, and  to  tempt  the  Chevalier  St.  George  to  try  his 
ill  fortune  once  more.    The  king  was  in  Germany; 
the  Duke  of  Cumberland  in  Flanders ;  Scotland  ua- 
fumiihed  with   troops^  and  the  Highlanders  keen 
infurredion.    Such  was  the  &vourable  moment  for 
beginning  the  revolt*    His  majefty  returned  in  Au« 
guft,    to  recdive  the  zeal  and  {»roteflations  of  his 
peopk  for  his  fafety  and  protedion ;  the  merchants 
of  the  metropolis  raifed  two  regiments  at  thar  own 
expenfe;  the  trained  bands  were  kept  in  readine&j 
the  militia  were  embodied;    bodies  of   volunteers 
were  everywhere  incorporated ;  and   the  merchants 
agreed  to  fupport  public  credit,  by  receiving  as  ufual 
bank  notes  in  payment  for  the  purpofe  of  trade.    The 
prince  arrived  in  the  mean  time,  and  foon  after  gained 
the  pofleffion  of  the  palace  of  Holyrood  Houfe,  and 
proclaimed  his  fisither  at  the  market-crols.    The  Duke 
of  Cumberland  arrived  in  0£iober,  and  gave  new- 
energy  to  all  the  preparation^  for  the  field ;  the  trained 
bands  of  London  were  reviewed  by  the  king,   ttie 
county  regiments  were  completed,  the  volunteers  enx- 
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ployed  themfelves  induftrjoufly  in  the  exercife  of  arms, 
and  the  whole  Engliih  nation  feemed  to  rife  up  as  one 
man  againft  the  formidable  invader. 

Charles  proceeded  fuccefefully  in  his  enterprife  as 
for  as  Derby.  The  king  erefl:ed  his  royal  ftandard  in 
perfon  upon  Finchl^y  Common,  attended  by  the  Earl 
of  Stair.  The  militia  of  London  and  Middlefex  were 
held  in  readinefs  to  march;  double  watches  were 
polled  at  the  dty  gates,  and  fignals  ©f  alarm  appointed; 
the  volunteers  of  the  city  were  incorporated  into  a  re- 
giment ;  the  praftitioners  of  the  law  were  headed  by 
the  judges;  the  weavers  of  Spitalfields,  and  others, 
increafed  the  number  of  armed  affociations ;  and  even 
the  managers  of  the  theatres  offered  to  raife  a  regi- 
ment of  their  fervants  in  the  king's  caufe.  Tlie  Duke 
of  Cumberland  preffed  the  pretender  with  great  vigour, 
and  drove  him  back  by  degrees  from  Derby  to  Car- 
Ufle,  to  Edinburgh,  and  ta  Culloderi,  where,  on  the 
16th  of  April  1746,  his  dedfive  viftory  clofed  tha 
rebellion,  and  brought  its  principal  fopporters  to  the 
fcafibld.  The  Lords  Lovat,  Kilmarnock,  Balmerino, 
Cromarty,  and  Macleod,  were  conveyed  by  fea  to 
London,  where  they  fuffered  for  the  deaths  which 
their  fchemes  had  produced.  The  prince  efcaped  in 
the  tumult  of  the  conqueft ;  and,  after  fuffering  the 
extremities  of  hunger  and  the  inclemency  of  weather, 
he  embarked,  in  difguife  and  poverty,  at  Lochnannach, 
on  20th  Sept.  in  a  privateer  of  St.  Malo,  where  he  ar* 
rived,  pale  and  emaciated  with  fetigue  and  difappoint^ 
ment*, 
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The  rebellion  had  called  forth  all  the  zeal  of  the 
nation,  and  brought  forward  into  public  fervice  thofe 
who  were  defirous  of  maintaining  the  proteftant  fuc- 
ceffion  in  the  houfe  of  Hanover,  as  eftablifhed  at  the 
revolution :  amongft  thefe  a  party  of  citizens,  twenty- 
feven  of  whom  iirfl  fet  the  example,  applied  to  the 
Artillery  Company  for  admiflion,  propofmg  a  condition, 
hitherto  unpradifed,  of  marching  in  a  diftin£l  and 
fepanite  divifion  by  themfelves,  their  flankers  to  be 
chofen  out  of  their  own  body  ;  their  uniforms  to  be 
blue  coats,  axid  fuch  other  habits  as  they  might  adopt: 
the  court  of  afliftants  agreed  to  admit  them  on  thefe 
terms,  and  they  were  afterwards  called  the  *•  Loyal 
Blue  Fuzileers ;"  and  it  is  with  confcious  fatisfadion 
thit  the  author  finds  two  of  his  own  hxrvXy  in  the  lift 
of  the  firft  twenty-feven  thus  admitted  into  the  Com- 
pany on  an  *occafion  fo  honourable  to  themfelves ; 
thefe  were  followed  by  many  more,  numerous  and  re- 
ipedable  acquifitions. 

The  volunteer  alTociadons  of  the  metropolis  feem  to 
have  been  as  unanimous  in  their  fentiments,  as  they 
are  at  this  time,  fome  of  whom  marched  with  the 
Company,  and  others  had  leave  to  exercife  in  the 
ground  and  armoury ;  but  during  the  agitations  of  the 
rebellion,  twenty-one  pieces  of  cannon,  one  mortar, 
and  fixteen  .cohoms,  the  property  of  the  fociety,  were 
depofited  **  at  the  Tower  for  fecurity  until  the  troubles 
were  over ;"  but,  in  the  month  of  January,  they  lent 
to  the  lord  mayor  four  cannon  and  four  cohoms,  for 
bis  lordfhip's  protection. 

About  the  fame  dm&,  the  large  iron  gates  in  the 
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arch,  at  the  foot  of  the  great  ftaircafe,  in  the  armoury 
houfe,  were  ordered,  and  afterwards  erected* 

'  The^rowd  of  volunteers  who  reforted  to  the  exer- 
cHes  aa  the  ground,  made  it  necefTary  to  adopt  a  re- . 
ftxi^on  by  which  no  perfcm  fhould  be  admitted  under 
arms  on  thofe  oca^iions^  but  fuch  as  were  under  the 
commander  of  the  d^y. 

1746.  The  eledicms  were  the  (ame  ^  thofe  of  the 
laft  year }.  the  marches  and.  public  field  d^ys  were  un«* 
interrupted,  and  the  Company  felt  its  profperity  and 
refped;  and  as  its  numbers  increafed,  it  became  necef- 
fary  to  convert  the  (table  into  a  kitchen,  ^hich  was  fo 
fpeedily  called  for,  that  it  was  ordered  to  be  begun  be- 
fore the-amount  of  fubfcriptions  were  received  to  coyer 
the  expenfe. 

A  day  x)f  general  thanld*giving  was  ^ppoii^ted  for  the 
9th  of  October,  for  the  yi£tory  at  Culloden,«  on  which 
occafion  the  armoury  houfe  was  illuminated,  and  d/. 
allowed  for  rockets;,  and  >v'hen  the  anniyerfary  of  16th 
April  returned  in  the  fo^9wing.  year^  a  feaft  was  pre-, 
pared,  eleven  great  guns,  were  Ared,  and  an  illumina^ 
tion  took  place  in  the  evening*    ; 

1747.  The  continental  war  had  lafted  feven  years, 
and  all  the  belligerent  powers  were  by  this  time  hear- 
tily tired  of  it :  an  immenfe  treafure  had  on  all  fides 
been  exhaufted,  and  all  had  found  themfelves  dif- 
appointed.  The  parliament  had  granted  fuch  incre- 
dible  fupplies,  as  had  enabled  their  fovereign,  not  only 
to  mamtain  an  invincible  navy  and  a  formidable  force 
by  land,  but  IflLewife  to  give  fubfidies  to  all  the  powers 
of  Europe :  at  length  a  congrels  was  opened  at  Aix* 
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la^Chapelle,  where  a  peace  was  concluded  in  the  fel« 
'  lowing  year. 

During  thefe  negotijttions,  however,  the  nation  did 
not  relax  too  much  in  its  exertions ;  the  mufters  of 
the  volunteers  was  kept  up  with  great  attention;  and 
this  Company,  which  had  been  aceuftomed  to  provide 
an  ^tertainment  at  their  exerdfes,  in  order  to  excite 
an  alacrity  in  the  punftual  attendance,  direded 
that  the  fiift  forty-eight  under  arms  on  a  public 
lead,  and  twenty-four  on  a  private  lead,  fliould  partake 
of  it, 

1748.  In  the  month  of  April,  Ae  gunpowd^-room 
was  built. 

Captaiil  William  Howes,  a  watch-maker,  was  ad- 
mitted a  member  of  the  honorary  court  of  affiilants  for 
his  offer  of  putting  up  a  clock  in  the  armoury  with  two 
dials  ;  and  in  July  a  poor's  box  was  introduced  into 
the  court  room,  for  the  benefit  of  fuch  poor  perfons 
as  the  court  fhould  think  fit  to  favour  from  its  contents, 
having  regard  firft  to  any  poor  tnethbers  or  their  wi- 
dows :  finall  ftims  on  admifllons,  and  fines  for  difobe- 
dience,  alike  formed  the  contribution  to  this  re-* 
cep^^cle  of  benevolence ;  and  a  book  Was  opened  for 
entries  of  its  contents  whenever  examined,  and  for 
the  fums  which  it  yielded  for  charitable  purpofes. 

The  court  conceived  the  propriety  of  inllituting  an 
office  of  chaplain  ;  and  the  Company  having  received 
feveral  important  fervices  from  Major  Carrington, 
coi^erred  that  ftation  on  his  fon,  the  Rev.  James 
Carrington,  reftor  of  Clayworth,  in  Northampton- 
flure,  *and  prebendary  of  Exeter^  and  prefented  him 
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at  the  fame  dme  Diith  the  freedom  of  the  Coni. 
panj*. 

The  articles  of  the  definitive  treaty  of  peace  were, 
iigned  by  the  refpe^ve  plenipotentiaries  at  Aix4a« 
Chapelle,  on  the  7th  of  Oftober,  and  immediately 
after  the  exchange  of  the  ratification  the  armies  broke 
up.  When  the  king  prefented  the  treaty  to  parlia- 
ment  on  opening  their  feffion  in  November,  he  de- 
clared that  he  had  made  the  moft  effedual  proviiioa 
for the-rights  andinterefts  of  his  ownfubj?fts,  and' 
procured  for  his  allies  the  beft  conditions  which,  in  the 
pxefent  fituation  of  affairs,  could  be  obtained ;  that  he 
had  found  a  general  good  difpofition  in  all  parties  t3 
bring  the  negotiation  to  a  happy  conclufion,  and  that 
his  people  might  promife  themfelves  a  long  enjoyment 
of  the  bleffings  of  peace  f. 

The  treaty  was  canvaffed  trith  the  ufual  freedom' 
and  pertinacity  exercifed  on  fuch  fubjeflts  j  but  it  at 
length  received  the  general  approbation ;  and  in  Eng- 
land it  became  not  the  lefs  palatable  from  the  claufe 
by  which  France  was  to  deny  any  longer  an  afylum  to 
Charles  Edward,  the  young  pretender,  or  his  femily, 
who  was  therefore  obliged  to  feek  refuge  at  Friboiirg, 
in  the  dominion  of  the  Cantons  of  Switzerland  }. 

Britain  immediately  felt  the  bleffings  of  peace  in  the 
return  of  her  commerce  and  manufafkure,  which 
flouriihed  to  an  extent  never  before  known  in  thef 
ifland;  but  the  advantages  were  unhappily  tamifhed 
by  their  confequent  luxuries  §. 

The  Artillery  Company  having  loft  an  affive  prefi- 
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imt  by  the  death  of  Sir  Jdm  Baylis,  promoted  their 
vite-prefident.  Sir  Edward  Bellamy,  to  that  poft^ 
\¥ho  had  been  lord  mayor  ia  1735 ;  raifed  Sir  John 
Thompfon,  the  treafurer,  who  had  been  lord  mayor  in 
1 737,  to  his  rank ;  and  elefted  Sir  JoTeph  Hankey 
to  the  office  of  treafurer.  One  of  their  firft  fteps  after 
this  promotion  was  to  join  in  the  general  congr^tula* 
tions  to  the  king  upon  the  conclufion  of  the  peace. 

They  had  now  fufficient  leifure  to  look  into  the 
more  immediate  affairs  of  the  Company,  which  they 
found  confiderably  advanced  by  the  late  additions  to 
their  lift  of  members ;  and  direSed  a  fearch  and  ar« 
rangement  to  be  made  of  their  charters  and  autho- 
rities. 

1749.  Previous  to  the  annual  ele£Hon,  precautions 
were  taken  to  fecure  corred  votes>  by  adopting  a  plan 
which  has  been  fince^  and  is  now  conduced,  on  fuch 
occafions  to  general  latisfa£tion.  A  committee  was 
aj^Knnted  to  examine  the  qualification  of  each  member 
previous  to  his  entering  the  court-room,  for  which  he 
received  a  ticket.  Sir  John  Thompfon  and  Sir  Jofeph 
Hankey  were  promoted  to  the  rank  of  prefident  and 
vice-prefidenty  and  William  Baker,  efq.  to  that  of 
treafurer.  Thefe  three  gentlemen  were  aldermen  of 
London,  and  colonels ;  and  it  feems  to  have  been  the 
general  practice  to  choofe  into  thefe  offices  men  hold- 
ing thofe  ftations.  In  the  following  June,  it  was  deter- 
mined that  a  gift  of  20/.  in  money,  or  in  value,  fliould 
be  a  qualification  for  a  feat  in  the  honorary  court  of 
aififtants,  whofe  cooperation,  under  certain  limitations, 
with  the  annually  eleded  court,  was  much  refpeded 
and  defired. 

On 
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On  the  king's  birth-d^y,  SOth  Oft.  the  Company 
having  attended  Sir  Samuel  Pennant,  the  lord  mayor, 
in  arms,  performed  a  grand  exercife,  and  exhibited  in 
th^  evening  a  fplendid  firework,  in  teftimony  of  their 
Ic^al  attachment  to  their  captain-general ;  and  on  the 
SOth  of  January  following,  they  alfo  celebrated  the 
birth  day  of  the  Prince  of  Wales. 

TTie  court  of  lieutenancy  allowed  300/.  for  the  years  • 
1746  and  1747*. 

1750.    This  year  opened  with  a  remarkable  aurora 
borealis  in  January  and  February,  followed  by  thunder 
and  lightniiig,  and  the  (hock  of  an  earthquake.   In  the 
next  month,  on  the  fame  day,  a  fecond  fhock,  with 
a  fucceilion  of  thick  low  flafhes  of  lightning,  and  a  hoU 
low  rumbling  noife,  aggravated  by  repeated  vibrations, 
vrhich  continudfl  for  feveral  feconds,  exi  ited  the  con- 
ftemation  of  every  houfe  in  London,  yet  no  life  was 
loft  nor  any  building  thrown  down.      The  people 
waited  the.  return  of  the  fame  day  in  the  following 
month,  with  the  deeped  anxiety.     A  fanatic  foldier 
preached  the  necefCty  of  inflant  repentance,  and  pro^ 
phefied  the  ruin  of  the  metropolis,  on  the  return  of 
that   day.     Alarm  and  conftemation  are  ever   the 
united  allies  of  fuperllition  and  credulity.     On  the 
8th  of  April  the  greater  part  of  the  inhabitants  de- 
ferted  tfieir  dwellings,  and  in  chairs  and  carriages  took 
up  their  abode  in  the  neighbouring  fields,  where  they 
waited  in  momentary  e^xpeflation  of  feeing  *^  the 
wreck  of  matter,  and  the  crufli  of  worlds  ;**  others 
crowded  the  churches,  in  whkh  they  religioufly  pre- 
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ferred  to  be  overwhelmed.  Vice  and  IicentioQfiie& 
found  no  companion  in  the  ftreets ;  but  the  hand  of 
charity,  and  the  bleiHng  of  mutual  forgivenels,  pof- 
lefled  the  ihoit-Eved  reign  of  terror  and  cfiftradion : 
Ae  fufpenfe .  of  the  night  was  cheered  from  its  unhal- 
lowed gloom,  by  the  return  of  unclouded  day ;  de- 
pref&on  biurft  mto  tranfports  of  joy,  and  new  life  and 
new  fecurity  revived  with  the  grateful  moments  of 
reftoration ;  and  as  the  alarm  fubfided,  the  fentiments 
which  it  had  excited  too  loon  evaporated  alfo. 

Perhaps  the  ungenial  ftate  of  the  atmofphere  may 
have,  in  great  meafure,  contributed  to  increafe  the 
propenfity  to  a  jail  fever,  which  infeded  the  prifon  of 
Newgate,  crowded  fince  the  peace  with  the  idle  and 
profligate.  The  bar  of  the  court  at  the  Old  Bailey 
was,  on  this  occafion,  for  once  known  to  involve  the 
innocent  with  the  guilty ;  the  prifoner  and  the  judge, 
Ae  witnefs  and  the  jury,  alike  fell  the  vidims  to  its 
rage:  but  it  produced  an  arrangement  of  prudent 
*  precautions,  which  has  fince  fecured  that  court  from 
a  fimilar  vifitation. 

Sir  Samuel  Pennant,  the  lord  mayor,  and  another 
of  the  aldermen,  were  among  thofe  who  did  not  fur- 
vive  ;  and  John  Blachford,  efq.  was  eleded  to  ferve 
the  office  of  lord  mayor  for  the  reft  of  the  year  *.  " 

The  only  alteration  in  the  ele£Hon  of  the  Company 
diis  year,  was  that  of  raifing  Colonel  Sir  George 
Champion,  knight  and  alderman,  to  be  prefident. 

The  battalion  having  been  drawn  up  in  the  mom-- 
mg  of   the  29di  of  Odober,   in  order  to  attend 
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Francis  Ceckayne^  efq.  the  lord  mayor,  as  u£uiaI^ 
^  the  birth  day  of  the  king,  refufed  to  march,  aiul 
left  their  ftations,  which  produced  ^n  inveftigatiQa, 
wherein  the  lenity  of  the  court  was  as  confpicuous  as 
the  impropriety  of  fuch  conduct ;  they  w:ere  dq>rived 
of  the  advantages  of  that  day's  duty :  and  when  the 
Company,  in  the  following  year,  1751,  offered  their 
fervices  to  attend  his  lordihip  on  the  day  of  the  ac** 
ceilion,  from  St.  Foul's  cathedral  to  the  Maniion-houfej 
he  declined  to  accept  them  *• 

But  an  event  ■  of  a  far  more  ferious  nature  affe&ed 
the  hearts  of  the  whole  people.  His  royal  highnefs 
theTrince  of  Wales,  in  confequence  of  a  cold  caught 
ia  his  garden  at  Kew,  was  feized  with  a  pleurify,  and 
after  a  ihort  illnefs  died,  on  the  20th  of  March,  in  the 
45th  year  of  his  age.  .  He  was  pbflefled  of  every 
amiable  quality  which  could  engage  the  affedion  pf  the 
people ;  a  tender  and  obli^g  huft)and,  a  fond  pareQt> 
a  kin4  mafter,  liberal,  generous,  candid,  and  humane; 
a  munificent  patron  of  the  arts,  an  unwearied  friend 
to  merit,  well  difpofed  to  aflert  the  rights  of  mankind 
in  general,  and  warmly  attached  to  the  intereft  of 
Great  Britain.  The  king,  by  an  early  meilage  to 
parliament,  referred  it  to  their  deliberation  to  provide 
for  the  poUibility  (his  majefty  having  then  arrived  at 
an  advanced  age)  of  the  crown  defcending  upon  any 
of.  the  iiTue  of  his  royal  highnefs,  during  their  mi- 
nority ;  and  it  was  fettled  by  a  bill,  which  piafled  the 
royal  aflent,  that  in  fuch  cafe  the  dowager  princefs 
fhould  be  guardian  of  her  fon,  and  regent  of  the 
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kingdom,  aflifted  by  a  council  of  the  (late  oiGcers ;  a 
pnncipal  member  of  whom  was  the  Duke  of  Cumber- 
land, his  majefty's  brother,  whofe  fervices  at  the  head 
of  the  army  had  conftituted  great  part  of  the  glory 
of  the  reign* 

One  of  the  moll  remarkable  a£ts  which  pafTed  in 
the  courfe  of  this  year's  feffion  of  parliament  was, 
that  for  regulating  the  commencement  of  the  year, 
>and  correcting  the  calendar,  according  to  the  Grego- 
rian computation,  which  had  been  already  adopted  by 
all  the  other  nations  of  Europe.  It  was  ordained  that 
the  new  year,  .which  had  been  accuftomed  to  begin  in 
March,  ihould,  from  thenceforth,  begin  on  the  Ifl 
of  January,  and  that  eleven  intermediate  nominal  .days, 
between  the  2d  and  14th  days  of  September  1752, 
fhould  for  that  time  be  omitted.  By  diis  eftabKfhment, 
of  what  is  called  the  new  ftyle,  ^e  equinoxes  and  foU 
dices  happen  nearly  on  the  fame  nominal  days  on  which 
they  fell  in  the  year  525,  at  the  council  of  Nice ;  and 
the  correfpondence  between  the  Englilh  merchants  and 
thofe  of  fereign  countries,  have  been  greatly  facili- 
tated •. 

1752.  The  Company  received  this  year  another 
payment  of  300/.  by  the  court  of  lieutenancy  for  the 
paft  years  of  1748  and  1749,  The  eledion  was  con- 
duced without  any  difTent,  and  placed  the  fame  chiefs 
in  the  government  of  the  Company,  who  had  received 
and  regarded  its  confidence  in  the  year  pafl;  their  meet- 
ings and  marches  were  alfo  conduced  with  their  ufual 
regularity,  and  offer  no  matter  for  material  notice,  until 
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1753 J  when  Sir  EdDvard  Ironfide,  haying  beenchofen 
lord  mayor,  was  in  fo  weak  a  ftate  of  health  as  to  be 
under  the  neceffity  of  going  in  a  chair  to  be  fwom  at 
Weltminfter,  on  the  9th  of  November,  and  Alderman 
Benn  performed  the  office  of  locum  tenens^  in  the 
ilate  coachj  and  at  Guildhall.  The  Artillery  Com* 
pany  attended  as  ufual  in  their  proper  place;  but 
his  lordfhip  dying  on  the  27th  of  that  month,  they 
wsuted  on  Alderman  Thomas  Rawlinfon,  who  was 
chofenhis  fucceflbr,  and  claimed  the  honour  of  be- 
ing  his  body  guard,  to  be  fwom  before  the  conftable 
of  the  Tower,  according  to  the  cuftom  when  that 
ceremony  ]iappens  out  of  Term,  and  the  courts  at 
Wellminfter  are  not  fitting. 

His  lq;rdfhip  was  pleafed  to  accept  their  fervices, 
and  to  claim  the  prc^r  place  for  them  in  the  cere- 
monial. 

The  body  of  Cripplegate  grenadiers  accompanied 
the  Artillery  in  their  march ;  they  ailembled  on  the 
4th  of  December,  at  Guildhall,  where  the  field  of- 
ficers drew  their  fwords  to  receive  his  lordfhip.  The 
inarch  thence  to  Tower  Hill^  through  all  the  principal 
fireets,  proceeded  in  the  following  order : 

The  piooeere; 

The  Hanover  grenadiert  of  the  Ar£nief7  Company  (called  the 
Loyal  Blue  Fuzileeriy  formed  in  1745)  ; 

The  officers ; 

The  kody  of  the  Artillery  Company  ^ 

The  city  officers; 

The  lord  mayor* 

Tw0 


Hm    ^%    CI 

Two  regiments  of  the  Tower  Hunlets  kept  the 
gronnd,  on  Tower  H31. 

The  Company  led  up  to  the  fteps  of  a  booth,  ereft^ 
cd  for  the  ceremony,  where  the  field  officers  halted, 
and  remained  with  fwords  drawn,  the  body  forming 
a  line  on  the  ri^t  and  left,  mitil  the  ceremony  was 
concluded* 

Earl  Gomwallis,  the  conftable  of  the  Tower,  fiit  in 
a  chair  of  ftate  covered,  at  the  uf^per  end  of  the 
booth. 

The  grocers*  company,  of  whidi  the  lord  mayor 
vasamember,  formed  a  gallery  within  the  booth,  m 
front  of  the  wardens  of  the  Tower. 

I£s  lordihip  waited  within  the  entrance,  till  all  the 
aldermen  and.iherifis had  arrived  under  it ;  and  then, 
with  three  obpiances,  advanced  to  thebar,  where  the 
recorder  made  his  fpeech,  and  prefented  to  the  conftable 
the  king^s  writs:  thefe  were  read  a^d  the  oath  was  ad- 
ininiftered  by  the  proper  officer ;  after  which  the  re* 
tar^&c  invited  the  conftable  and  his  fuite  to  dinner,  at 
die  Manfion  Houfe,  which  they  kqcqyted. 

.  TheArtilleryCompanythen  led  the  proceffion  back 
in  the  fame  order,  and.  returned  to  the  armoury  houfe, 
to  a  handfome  entertainment,  at  four  o'clock  *« 

1754.  When  the  committee,  to  whom  the  court 
had  in  1748  delegated  their  authority  to  fearch  for  the 
charters  and  patents  of  Henry  VIII.,  James  L,  and 
Charles  L,  made  their  rq)ort,  that  they  had  diligently, 
with  the  afTiftance  of  the  clerk  of  the  rolls,  fearched 
the  records  kept  in  the  chapel  there,  and  found  en- 
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rolments  of  a  letter  from  King  James  I.  and  of  another 
from  ICing  Charles  I.  'to  perfons  long  fmce  deceafed, 
which  were  the  fame  as  thofe  ftatcd  in  BlackwelPs 
Hiftory  of  the  Company  printed  in  1726;  and  that 
before  the  time  of  Henry  VIII.  and  afterwards^  all 
the  charters  granted  hy  the  crown  had  not  been  regu- 
larly enrolled,  nor  any  indexes  of  them  preferved, 
but  were  now  depofited  ac  the  Rolls  Chapel,  and  kept 
promifcuoufly  together  in  chefts  and  cafes,  without 
order  or  method  j  fo  that  many  may  have  been  miflaid, 
and  were  not  likely  to  be  difcovercd  without  infinite 
pains  and  labour  *.  - 

The  war  which  broke  out  foon  afterwards  between 
England  and  France,  occafioncd  by  the  encroachments 
of  the  latter  upon  fome  of  the  Britifti  fettlements  in 
North  America,  continued  to  keep  up  the  fpirit  of 
arms  with  which  the  nation  had  been  employed  during 
the  far  greater  part  of  the  reign.  The  ftrong  hand  of 
power,  and  the  united  efforts  of  the  people,  coope- 
rated in  verifying  the  expreffions  of  his  majefty  to  his 
parliament,  in  acknowledging  *'  their  proofs  of  at- 
tachment to  himfelf,  and  regard  for  his  honour  ;'* 
and  they  fupported  him  in  his  declaration,  that,  "  no- 
thing Ihould  divert  him  from  purfuing  thofe  meafures 
which  would  efFedlually  maintain  the  pofTeffions  and 
rights  of  his  kingdoms,  and  procure  reafonablc  and 
honourable  terms  of  accommodation."  This  lan- 
guage, together  with  the  occafion  of  the  war,  render- 
ed the  progrefsof  it  popular,  and  gave  new  acquifition 
and^cncrgy  to  every  affociation  formed  for  Its  main- 
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tenaoce^  and  for  the  protedUon  and  aid  of  die  govern- 
menc.  Many  applications  were  made  for  admii&on  into 
the  Company » and  iu  utility  and  relpe&abilitybecamci 
if  poffible^  more  and  more  apparent  to  dieir  fellow 
citizens. 

Sir  Stephen  Theodore  Janflen^  who  then  acceded 
to  the  office  of  lord  mayor,  preieoted  a  donation  of 
20/. ;  but excuied  himfelf  from  the  ufualfeaCb given 
by  the  lord  mayors  to  the  Company  on  thofe  occafions, 
and  therefore  the  march  was  poftponed  until  the  26th 
of  Juncj  the  anmverfary  of  the  prockmadon  *• 

The  meniorable  and  affe(5lmg  overthrow  of  the 
town  of  Li(bon»  on  the  lil  df  November^  expofed 
not  only  ita  inhabitants  to  the  fevereft  diftrers,'  but 
alfo  many  of  their  commercial  connexions  in  Eng- 
land to  confiderable  lofs  and  anxiety.    But  the  quar- 
ter in  which  the  EnglUh  chiefly  inhabited  there  met 
with  the  kaft  injury,  and  the  celebntdon  of  an  Auto  da 
^Fe,  on  that  day,  had  cauled  many  of  the  Englifli  &mi- 
lies  to  leave  the  town,  to  avoid  the  infults  they  ex- 
pected from  the  populace.    The  two  firfl:  fhocks  are 
&id  to  have  lafted  nearly  a  quarter  of  an  hour.  The 
water  of  the  river  Tagus  rofe  perpendicularly  above 
twenty  &et,  and  fubfided  to  its  natural  bed  in  leis  than 
a  minute.      Churches,    monafteries,  and  buildings, 
to  an  amazing  extent,  which  covered  the  afcent  of 
the  hill,  on  the  north  fide  of  the  river„  were  crumbled 
together  in  one   mafs  of  ruin,  whUe  opening  gulfs 
feemed  to  devour  great  part  of  the  wreck.    His  ma- 
jefty  made  known  this  melancholy  vifitation  in  an  of- 
ficial mcifage  to  the  parliament;   who^  though  in 
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want  of  pcovifiDh^  for  the  eouhtry,  immediately  con- 
figned  large  fuppli^s  for  the  fufierers. 

1756.  In  the  mean  time  the  inveteracy  of  the  war 
with  France  was  aggravated  by  the  threat  of  an  inva- 
fion,  which  lerved  to  unite  ail  parties  more  readily 
to  a  vigorous  profecution  of  the  neceflary  mcafures 
for  defence  :  amongft  which  the  parliament  addrei&d 
the  king  tp  employ  and  caufe^to  be  tranfported  to 
England  a  body  of  Heffiaii  troops  for  its  better  pro* 
tcftion*, 

Ja  the  prefentHate  of  ptiblic  affairs,  it  became  ne- 
ceflary  for  the  Company  to  provide  more  frequent  op- 
portunides  to  its  members  of  perfecting  themfelves 
in  the  military  exercife  :  they  therefore  opened  the 
armoury  with  all  the  accommodations  of  fire  and  lights 
every  evening,  for  that  purpoie.  But  this  was  after- 
wards akered  to  two  evenings  in  a  week  f. 

On  the  day  of  election,  while  his  majefty  retained 
the  poll  of  captain-general.  Sir  JoTeph  Hankey  was 
elected  president ;  William  Baker,  efq.  vicc-prefi- 
dent  I  and*  Sir  William  Calvert,  treafurcr :  William 
Stephenfon  and  George  Nelson,  efqrs.  two  of  the  al- 
dermen, werechoien  generals;  and  William  Beckford 
and  Jofeph  Whitbread,  efqrs.  the  (heriffs,  were 
elcded  lieutenant-generals.  The  aclmifCons  to  the 
Cocnpany  were  very  numerous ;  the  public  fpirit  was 
rouied,  and  every  man  ftrove  to  render  himfelf  ufeful 
to  his  country.  A  confiderable  number  of  new  troops 
was  levied  throughout  die  nadon,  and  the  fuccefs  of 
recruiting  was  univerfally  encouraged.  The  people  at 
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large  approved  and  contributed  towards  the  expenfe  ^ 
of  the  armaments  and  of  their  dcftinarion,  in  hopes  of 
being  able  to  wipe  off*  the  difgraces  which  they  had 
fuftained  in  the  defeat  of  Braddock  and  the  lofs  of  Mi* 
norca ;  the  laft  event  made  a  deep  imprelfion  on  the 
mind  of  the  community,  and  called  forth  an  addrcfs 
from  the  corporation  of  London,  expreffing  ftrong 
hints  to  the  disfavour  of  the  adminiflration. 
.  The  fear  of  an  invafion  continued  till  November, 
when  the  danger  ieemed  to  be  transferred  to  the  Ha^ 
noverian  dominions  i  the  auxiliaries  borrowed  of  that 
eledorate  were  therefore  tranfported  to  their  own 
country  f, 

1757.  The  fame  chiefs  were  elected  to  the  go- 
vernment of  the  Company,  which  had  already  held 
their  polls  for  fome  time,  i  and  having  improved  the 
income  of  the  fociecy,  by  granting  a  new  leafe  of  the 
herbage  for  50^.  annual  rent,  they  had  the  pleafure  of 
receiving  a  large  acquilition  of  members,  which  the. 
continuance  of  the  war  awakened  to  the  fcrviccof  the 
state.  The  lieutenancy  alfo  paid  300/.  for  the  years 
1752  and  1 7 53 ,  as  heretofore . 

The  armoury  was  granted  to  the  focicty  of  Anti- 
gallicans,  for  an  entertainment  given  to  Lord  Blake- 
ney,  who  had  already  become  a  member  of  this  Com- 
pany. He  was  deputy  governor  of  Minorca,  and 
commanded  in  St.  Philip's  Caftle,  the  chief  fortrels  of 
the  ifland,  at  the  time  of  the  fiege  and  lo{s  above  allud- 
ed to.  He  had,  by  repeated  advices  to  government^ 
reprefented  the  weaknefs  of  the  garrifon,  but  little  or 
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BO  regaM  was  paid  to  his  rcmonftrances.  Far  from 
ftrcngthcning  it  with  a  proper  reinforcement, the  offi- 
cers belonging  to  it,  who  were  in  England  upon  kavc 
efabfence,  i^cre  not.  fent  thither  to  its  defence,  nor 
were  dire6tions  given  for  any  veflcl  to  tranfport 
them  thither,  until  the  French  armament  was  ready 
to  itiake  adefcent  upon  the  ifland :  the  reinforcement 
then  arrived  too  late.  ^ 

The  enemy  having  made  themfclves  matters  of 
Anftruther's  and  the  Queen's  redoubts,  before  they 
had  leifure  to  feture  themfclves,  the  Duke  de  Richlieu 
ordered  a  parley  to  be  beat,  in  order  to  obtain  per- 
miffion  to  bury  the  dead,  and  remove  the  wounded  : 
humanity  led  the  Englifh  governor  to  grant  this  re- 
queft,  but  the  craifty  foe  availed  himfelf  of  the  oppor- 
tunity to  throw  a  reinforcement  privately  into  the ' 
places  where  the  lodgments  had  been  made,  and 
thefe  penetrated  into  the  gallery  of  the  mines, 
which  communicated  with  all  the  other  out- works. 
During  this  (hort  ccffation  of  arms.  General  Blakency 
fummoned  a  council  of  war  to  deliberate  upon  the 
fiatc  of  the  fort  and  garrison,  and  the  majority  de« 
clared  for  a  capitulation.  The  works  were  in  many 
places  ruined,  the  body  of  the  cattle  was  (hattercd, 
guns  difmounted,  and  parapets  and  embrazures  de- 
moliflied;  while  the  garrifon  were  exhaufted  with  hard 
duty  and  inccflant  watching,  and  the  enemy  in  full 
pofleffion  of  its  fubierranean  communication^  mcdi- 
uting  another  attack,  which  the  fort  was  incapable 
offuftaining,  for  Richlieu  had  received  fuch  a  rein- 
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fytctmtTAy  and  fixrh  a  t^n  of  artiUcfft  iM  4^  £brtifi« 
cation  could  long  witliftand. 

The  conduct  of  General  Blakene/  W?$  umv«rialfy 
approved :  he  arrived  at  Portfinouthj  91th  his  garri* 
ibnj  in  Nov^eipber,  aqd  was  received  with  ei^pneffions 
,of  tumultuous  joy ;  every  place  wher€  he  pafled 
celebrated  his  return  with  bonfires^  illumiaatiomy 
bell-ringings,  and  acclamations  j  every  moufch  was 
opened  in  his  praife  for  his  galUnjt  di^kxy:c  of  die 
caftk.  He  alfo  met  with  a  gracious  reception  fiom 
his  fovereign^  whQ  rad^efi  h^m  to  the  rank  of  an  Irish 
baron,  in  confideiupon  of  hi^  faithful  f^rnof&i  while 
die  unpopular  difple^fu^e  9gai;ift  Adm^r^il  By ng  fpread 
firom  the  iirft  to  the  laweft  among  the  people  *•  Such 
is  the  fhort  outline  of  the  caule  of  the  iqvitatipn  ancj 
entertainment  of  this  offiiCer  by  t^e  iVntig^lUcaas  in 
the  armoury  houie. 

The  legiflature  ieeingthe  nece^ty  of«(itabti(hing^ 
on  a  more  refpedlable  footi^  than  heretofore^  the  na- 
tional and  conftitutlonal  4efeQCe  of  the  kingdoia,  in- 
troduced the  bill  for  die  loone  efTeftually  regulating 
the  militia.  It  was  a  popular  an4  {iefirablc  ol>jc^» 
but  attended  with  numberlefs  diHiculdesj  and  a. 
competidon  of  intereftsi  which  required  conliderablc 
time  and  attention  to  reconcile.  The  taflc  of  pla- 
ning thefe  tranfverfe  arrangements  was  aUotted  u>  Mr, 
Townfhend,  eldcft  fon  of  Vifcount  Townfliendj  a  g^- 
tlcman  of  courage^  fenfe,  ;Mid  probity,  endowed  with 
penetration  to  difcern^  ^nd  honcfty  (o  purfuc  the  real 
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ifiterefts  of  his  coontry,  in  defiance  of  power^  and  in 
concempt  of  private  advmteges:  be  was  affifted  in 
this  arduous  work  by  his  brother  Mr.  Charles  Town- 
fliend,  wbofe  genius  ihone  with  ^ftinguilhing  luftre. 
He  was  keen,  difcertting,  eloquent,  and  accurate^  pof- 
feflfed  a  remarkable  vivacity  of  parts,  with  a  furprifing 
iblidity  of  underftandii^^  a  wit  without  arrogance,  a 
patriot  without  prejudice,  and  a  courtier  witiiout  de« 
pendence«  After  mature  deliberation,  the  bill  received 
the  royal  aflS^nt* ;  and  though  it  was  yet  far  from  being 
Ina  perfedl  ftate,  ftill  it  laid  the  foundation  of  a  plan, 
which  the  fuUequent  ?ariations  of  time  and  dream- 
ftance  have  wcafionaUy  jaltered  and  improved. 

Sir  Charles  AfgiU,  the  lord  mayor,  accepted  the 
fervices  of  the  Company  to  attend  him  to  WcAmin* 
fier,  with  an  excepdon  of  the  grenacfiers^  the  caufe  of 
which  does  not  appear  \  and  there  feems  to  have  been 
a  delay  in  the  attention  ufually  paid  to  the  officers 
in  a  proper  invitation  to  the  entertainment  at  Guild- 
hall :  the  enga^ment  for  their  march  was  poft- 
poned  undl  every  cuftomary  etiquette  n^s  eompfied 
with. 

The  year  clofed  with  the  ientence  againft  Admiral 
Byng,  for  not  exerting  the  utmoft  of  his  power  for 
the  relief  of  St.  Philip's  Caftle,  in  the  iQand  of  Mi- 
norca. The  lath  article  of  the  ftatute  %z  Georgp  If. 
pofitively  ordained  death  for  fuch  officers  as  came 
within  its  provifions,  leaving  no  diicretion  to  the 
court  martial  before  whom  they  (boqld  be  tried  :  the 
court  recommended  him  to  mercy  ^  but  his  fate  waa 
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decided,  and  be  fufiered  with  that  gallantry  and  mag- 
nanimity to  which  every  one  bore  teftimony  as  well 
during  his  life  as  at  his  fall. 

1758.  The  thread  of  our  hiftory  draws  us  back 
to  the  order  of  our  Court  Book^  where  wc  find 
that  the  herbage  of  the  Garden  was  let  for  twenty- 
two  years,  at  40/.  per  annum ;  and  that  Sir  Jo- 
feph  Hankey  prefented  to  the  Company  twenty 
brafs  arms.  An  improvement  had  in  many  places 
been  made  in  the  military  art^  by  adopting  the  Pruf* 
fian  exercife^  which  was  accordingly  ^ire<5led  by  the 
court  of  afSftants  to  be  taught  to  its  members. 

The  election  of  the  fame  chiefs  took  place  as  in  the 
laft  year,  to  whom  were  added  Sir  John  Bernard  and  Sir 
Jofeph  Hankey^  as  generals  ;  and  the  (heriffs  NeUbn 
and  Coding  were  appointed  lieutenant-generals  :  and 
in  order  to  ftrengthen  therefpeS:  due  to  the  court,  it 
was  ordered,  that  if  any  perfbn  be  admitted  on  the 
honorary  court,  by  paying  20/.  and  then  accept  a 
commiffion  in  the  lieutenancy,  he  ihouldpay  7/.  more, 
ivbich  was  equal  to  the  cxpenfes  of  a  captain  for  the 
year,  and  a  lead  as  an  elcftcd  member  of  the  court. 

It  was  cuftomary  alfo  for  the  generals  and  lieute- 
nant-generals to  contribute  the  fum  of  10/.  for  their 
expenfes  of  marches  for  the  year ;  and  when  they  be- 
came lord  mayor,  they  added  30/.  for  the  charges  of 
the ,  Company's  three  marches^  to  attend  them  to 
Wcftminfter,  to  St.  Paul's,  and  to  the  vifit  to  pay 
their  refpeft  to  him  in  arms.  It  fomctimes  happened 
that  a  gentleman  was  elected  to  that  high  office, 
•  without  having  pafled  thefe  pofts  in  the  Company  i 
and  therefore  it  was  determined  that  the  Company 
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could  not  offer  him  their  fervicesj  unlefs  he  had  pad 
thefe  fums  5  and  Sir  Charles  AfgiU,  lord  mayor,  hay- 
ing qualified  himfelf  in  all  thefe  refpeds,  was  dtilf. 
attended. 

The  lieutenancy  granted  300/.  for  the  years  17^4. 
and  1755. 

1759.  The  Company  was  continued  under  the 
fame  management  as  before ;  and  attended  Sir  Ri- 
chard Glynn,  lord  mayor,  upon  the  ufual  grand  march 
en  the  acceffion,  from  St.  Paul's  to  the  Manfion* 
houfe. 

The  ground  was  let  to  a  Mr.  Ladd,  for  the 
purpofe  of  trying  a  carriage  made  to  go  without 
hories ;  but  no  money  was  permitted  to  be  taken  at 
the  door  *. 

The  vigorous  continuation  of  war  kept  the  people 
upon  the  alert,  and  produced  many  new  members  to 
this  Company.  The  people  of  England,  happy  ia 
their  fituanon,.fcIt  nope  of  the  dorms  of  war  and  defb* 
lation  which  ravaged  the  neighbouring  countries ;  but, 
enriched  by  a  furpridng  augmentation  of  commerce, 
enjoyed  all  this  fecurity  of  peace,  and  all  the  pleafures 
of  tafte  and  afBuence  f .  But  thefe  were  in  fbme  re- 
fpe&s  interrupted  by  preparations  in  France  for  a  me- 
ditated invafionofGreatBritain.  Lord  Holdernefsand 
Mr.Pitt  carried  mefTages  from  the  king  to  parliament, 
upon  this  (ubjeft,  expre fling,  that  though  pcrfuadcd  by 
the  unt  verfal  zeal  and  afFedfion  of  his  people,  any  fuch 
attempt  muft,  under  the  bleflingof  God,  end  in  the 
deftru^bion  of  thofe  who  engaged  in  it  -,  yet  he  appre- 
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bended  he  fiiould  not  z&  confidently  wkh  that  pa- 
ternal caic  and  concera  which  he  bad  always  (hown 
for  the  &£bcy  and  prefirrvalioii  of  his  fut^e^ks,  if  be 
omitted  any  means  in  bis  power  which  might  be  ne- 
cefiary  for  their  defence,  &c.  Addrefies  of  lupport 
from  the  parliament,  and  from  all  ranks  of  thepeople» 
fcllowed  this  communication  i  and  erery  precantioa 
was  adopted  for  the  general  defence]'^* 

The  defeat  of  the  French  fleet  at  Lagoa,  bj  Ad* 
aund  Hawke,  and  of  their  army  at  the  battle  of  Min- 
den,  fruftrated  the  projeAed  invafion,  and  gave  the 
fimfliing  blow  to  the  navai  power  of  France^  which 
was  totally  difabled  from  undertaking  any  thing  of 
ccmfequence  ia  the  fequel  of  the  war.    A  gleam  of 
hope  feemed  to  actuate  them  to  change  the  fcene,  and 
tnux^r  Che  bvafion  to  the  (hores  of  Ireland  i  but  the 
welt-aSedted  allegiance  of  the  principal  people  oowri* 
butedto  ftrengthen  the  hands  of  govemment,  aod  to 
defeat  the  defigns  of  the  enemy,  and  (^  their  doooef- 
tic  adherents. 

England  enjoyed  the  bleffings  of  peace  even  amidft 
the  triumphs  of  war  :  the  lord  keeper  declared^  after 
fpeaking  of  the  battle  of  Minden,  under  Prince  Fer* 
dinand  of  Brunfwick,  that  ^*  if  any  thing  coald 
fill  the  breads  of  his  majefty^s  good  fubje£ls  with  ftill 
further  degrees  of  exultation,  it  would  be  the  diftin* 
guifhed  and  unbroken  valour  of  the  Britifli  troops, 
owned  and  applauded  by  tliofe  whom  tbey  overcame  i 
that  die  king  would  rejoice  to  fee  the  repofe  of  Eu- 
rope reftored  on  folid  and  durable  foundations,  and 
his  faithful  fubjedls,  to  whofe  liberal  fupport  and  un- 
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fhakcn  fionneTs  bii  mzyt&y  oved  fo  ouich^  %>PJ  in 
the'  eajoyment  of  peace  aod  tranquillity;  but  in  order 
to  this  gieat  ;and  defirabjle  end,  his  majefty  vn&  coafi* 
dentthjsp^rUamen^  il^ould  agree  with  hijii  that  it  wa^ 
necdOfary  to  make  ample  provifion  for  carrying  xm  the 
vfZTj  in  all  p^rts^  with  the  utmofl  rigour/'  Very  liberal 
fupp)i(9s  wer^  graptedy  wd  new  regulations  fonmd 
mto  an  z&  for  irt^ovisx^  the  militia** 

The  Company  attqided  Thomas  Chitty,  eiq^  lord, 
mayor,  to  Weilminfter^  on  lor4  mayor  s  day«  The 
adjutant  was  ordered  to  condud  the  three  marches  on 
horfeback,  and  on  all  public  and  private  leads,  by 
which  the  field  days  were  never  unprovided,  and  the 
lieutenancy  paid  their  ufual  300/.  for  two  years. 

1760,  AfTociationis  were  formed  to  praftife  the  life 
of  arms,  and  the  Artillery  Company  granted  the  ufe 
of  the  Garden  to  theBritifh  volunteers  and  Southwark 
grenadiersf. 

Sir  William  Beauchamp  Prober,  bart.  who  com- 
manded the  eafl:  regiment  of  Middlefex  militia,  alfo 
requefted  the  ufe  of  the  ground  for  a  mutter  of  four 
companies,  who  lived  chiefly  in  the  neighbourhood, 
for  which  he  had  given  notice  on  the  church  doors  |. 

The  belligerent  powers  began  to  think  of  peace, 
and  to  accept  the  interpofitions  of  mediation:  and 
while  the  arms  of  Great  Britain  profpered  in  every 
effort  tending  to  the  real  interefl:  of  the  nation,  an. 
event  happened  which  for  a  moment  obfcured  the 
fplendour  of  her  triumphs.  On  the  25th  of  0£kober 
the  king  was,  without  any  previous  diforder,  feized 
with  the  agoqy  of  death,  at  his  palace  at  Kenfington3 
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by  the  burfting  of  the  right  ventricle  of  the  heart,  m 
the  77th  year  of  his  age,  and  having  reigned  34  years. 
In  his  temper  he  was  hafty,  but  generous  and  humane; 
regular  and  'methodical  in  every  branch  of  private 
ceconomy;  fond  of  military  pomp,  and  perfonally 
brave :  he  loved  war  as  a  foldier,  and  ftudied  it  as  a 
fcience  j  he  patronized  the  arts,  and  favoured  the  in- 
ilitutions  of  law  alid  of  juftice.  The  country  loft  a 
fovereign  zealous  for  its  welfare,  and  the  Company  a 
captain-general,  who  had  held  the  ftaff  in  perfon, 
which  he  never  parted  with  during  his  reign ! 
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SECTION  I. 


From  the  Accefftm  to  the  Kin^s  Letter  Patent. 

1  HE  accefEon  of  his  prefent  mofl  gracious  majefty, 
upon  the  fudden  demife  of  his  late  grandfather,  at- 
traded  the  afie£Uons  and  zeal  of  all  his  people. 
Yoimg,  accomplifhed,  and,  by  a  tie  ftill  more  endear- 
ing, a  native  of  the  country  over  which  he  was  def- 
tined  to  rule,  he  combined  the  moft  interefting  caufes 
for  general  admiration  that  were  ^ver  known  to  ani- 
mate the  allegiance  of  a  nation  ;  his  talents  and  open- 
ing chara£ler  might  have  juflified  the  mod  confident 
aflurance  in  himfelf,  but  on  the  contrary  they  infpired 
him  with  an  unafluming  condefcenfion,  not  often 
difcovered  upon  the  brow  that  fwells  with  the  prefiure 
of  the  diadem. 

The  lofs,"  faid  his  majefty  at  his  firft  coming 
into  the  council,  ^'  which  land  the  nation  have  fuf- 
tained  by  the  death  of  the  kin§,  my  grandfather, 
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would  have  been  feverely  felt  at  any  time ;  but 
coming  at  fo  critical  a  jundure,  and  fo  unexpected, 
it  is  by  many  circumftances  augmented,  and  the 
weight  now  falls  uppn  me  much  increafed  :  I  feel  my 
own  infufBdency  to  fupport  it  as  I  wifh ;  but,  animated 
by  the  tendered  affedion  for  my  xiative  country,  and 
depending  upon  the  advice,  experience,  and  abilities 
of  your  lordfliips,  on  the  fupport  of  every  honeft 
man,  I  enter  with  cheerfulnefs  into^this  arduous  fitu- 
Skdon,  and  (hall  make  it  the  bufinefs  of  my  life  to 
promote  in  every  thing  the  glory  and  happinefs  oi 
thefe  kingdoms,  to  preferve  and  ftrengthen  the  con- 
ftitudon  in  both  church  and  ftate,  and,  as  I  mount 
the  throne  in  the  midfl  of  an  expenfive,  but  juft  and 
neceiTary  war,  I  (hall  endeavour  to  profecute  it  in  the 
manner  the  mod  likely  to  bring  on  an  honourable 
and  lading  p^ace  in  concert  with  my  allies." 

This  aufpicious  declaration,  and  the  dill  more  popular 
expreilion  in  his  majedy's  fpeech  to  the  parliament, 
that  he  "  gloried  in  the  name  of  Briton,"  funk  deep 
into  the  hearts  of  all  his  people,  and  gave  vigour  to 
their  zeal  and  attachment.  The  Artillery  Company 
were  not  wanting  in  that  promptitude  which  has  ever 
marked  their  loyalty,  and  which  was  never  more 
lincerely  manifeded  than  in  the  following  addrefs : 
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TO  THE    KING'S  MOST  EXCELLENT  MAJESTY, 

The  kumhle  Address  of  the-PresHerU,  Fice- President j  Treasur^r^ 
Court  of  Assistank^  and  Body  of  the  Artillery  Company  ^ 
the  City  ofLondan,  at  a  Court  of  Assistants,  held  nt  the  At^ 
mtmry  in  the  ArtUkry  Ground,  oJi  Tuesday  the  \8th4ay  ^ 
Kouemterl760. 

Mo$T  Graciovs  Sovereigk, 

We,  your  majefty*8  moil  dutifnl  and  loyal  fubjeds,  tbe 
prefident,  vice-pnUdent,  treafurer,  court'  of  afiHUnts,  and  body  of 
the  Artillery  Company  of  the  city  of  London,  ntoft  humbly  beg 
leave  to  approach  your  royal  perfon^  to -condole  with  your  majefty  ' 
on  the  fudden  great  and  affecting  lofs  which  your  majefty  and  jour 
loyal  fubje6b  haTefuftaioed  by  tfie  death  of  our  late  moft  gracioui' 
ibvereign  of  glorious  and  bleffed  memofj,  in  whefie  anfpiciovi 
relgOy  with  that  of  his  royal  father's,  thefe  nations  have  invariably 
^joyed  thofe  valuable  bleffings  handed  down  to  us  by  the  pro* 
teftant  fuccelSon  being  fettled  in  your  majefty's  illuftriovs  boulb. 

At  the  fame  time  permit  us,  great  fir,  to  congratulate  with  tk 
reft  of  your  faithful  fubjciSls^  your  majefly's  moft  happy  accei&on 
to  the  imperial  crown  of  thefe  realms:  may  Divine  Providence  long 
continue  on  the  head  of  a  prince  who  has.  declared  his  refblutions 
to  maintain  the  glory  and  happinefs  of  thefe  kingdoms,  and  has 
given  fuch  promifing  hopes,  by  an  early  declaration,  to  fupprefs 
immorality  and*  vice^  and  to  promote  piety  and  virtue  ^  may  them 
never  be  wanting  one  of  your  royal  line  to  iway  the  Britiih  fcep* 
tre  and  to  be  the  guardian  of  our  liberties,  both  civil  and  religious^ 
unto  the  lateft  pofterity. 

By  the  death  of  our  late  moft  gracious  fovereign  the  Artillery 
Company  is  deprived  of  a  commander  in  chief,  and  with  great 
hamillty  we  pray  that  your  majefty  would  be  gracioufly  pleafcd 
to  appoint  us  a  OBptain^^genera],  as  your  late  royal  anceftor.  King 
George  the  Firft,  was  pleafed  to  do,  by  appointing  your  rojral 
grandfather  (when  Prince  of  Wales):  as^e  are  a  fociety  of  great 
antiquity,  who,  by  the  long  continued  favour  of  your  foyal  predc- 
ceflbrfy  have  been  encouraged  in  the  excrcifc  of  arms,  and  whofe 
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conftant  endearonra  (ball  always  be  to  demonftrate  our  readineft  to 
ofe  thofe  armB,  and  to  hazard  our  lives  ia  the  defence  of-  your 
majefty*8  royal  pcrfon,  crown,  and  dignity. 

Signed,  by  Order  of  the  Court  of  AflfiftantB^ 

EDWARD;  NORTH,  Clerk. 

This  addrefs  was  approved  by  the  prefident  and 
officers,  and  the  court  formed  an  arrangement  for 
their  ^roceflion,  to  prefent  it,  in  the  following  order : 

The  gentlemen  were  to  be  dreffed  in  black  with 
weepers,  plain  hats  with  hat  bands  and  cockades, 
major  or  queue  wigs,  and  black  fwords  :  two  in  each 
gentleman's  coach. 

Sir  Thomas  Chitty,  lord  mayor  *, 

The  aldermen^ 

The  officers  of  the  company  in  order. 

The  eleded  court  of  affiftants. 

The  honorary  court,  according  to  feniority  as 

members. 
Gentlemen  eligible  to  the  court. 
Adjutant  and  clerk,  to  marfhal  the  proceffion. 

The  prefident  was  dedred  to  convey  the  addrefs  to 
the  Duke  of  Devonfhire^  the  lord  chamberlain,  in  or- 
der that  an  appointment  might  be  made  for  its  pre- 
fentadon. 

The  Company  did  not  attend  the  new  lord  mayor  to 
Weftminfter  this  year,  as  he  went  thither  privately  on 
the  account  of  the  recent  demife  of  the  late  king. 

1761.  The  fuitable  applications  for  conveying  the 
addrefs  having  been  delayed,  a  court  was  called  to 

*  His  lordship  laki  tl»  firtt  stone  of  Bbckfrian  bridgie,  which  was 
inscribcil  with  the  name  of  Willuim  Pitt,  as  a  moaumeat  of  the  city's 
adlxtlou  tor  his  pubUv  seniiccs,  ou  31  Oct.  KijO. 
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confider  the  fteps  neceffary  to  .be  taken ;  for  as  the 
Company  could  legally  fubfift  only  under  the  ufual 
authority  from  the  crown,  as  it  was  now  without  any 
captain-general,  and  as  the  acceilioQ  of  the  king  in~ 
the  midft  of  the  war  created  an  increafed  defire  in 
many  citizens  to  enter  as  members,  its  Very  exiftence 
as  a  body  depended  upon  the  moil  fpeedy  application 
for  the  fandion  of  the  new  foverdgn.' 

The  prefident,  however,  was  oflfended  at  the  call- 
ing of  this  court,  returned  the  addrefs  with  the  pa- 
pers which  had  accompanied  it,  and  declined  taking 
any  ftefis  towards  its  prefentation.  The  leading 
officers  of  the  fociety  again  fblicited  hisreconfideration 
of  the  fubjeft,*with  which  he  at  length  compHed,  and 
received  the  papers  again  for  that  purpofe  ;  but  the 
delay  which  had  intervened  required  feveral  altera- 
lioa$  in  tbe  addirels. 

In  the  mean  time  the  3d  battalion  of  grenadiars  had 
leave  to  exercife  in  the  Artillery  Ground. 

The  prefident  having  ftill  delayed  waiting  on  the 
minifter,  the  court  of  affiftants,  on  the.  9th  of  Jun^, 
formed  a  deputation  to  attend  the  vice-prefident  and 
treafurer,  and  requeft  their  accompanying  them  to  the 
lord  chamberlain  and  lord  in  waiting  with  a  remon- 
ftrance  againft  the  delay,  which  they  were  apprehen- 
iive  might  fubjeft  the  Company  to  an  imputation  of 
difloyalty,  or  at  lead  a  backwardnefs  in  uniting  their 
refpeftful  obedience  to  their  king,  with  all  the  reft  of 
their  fellow  fubjefts  who  had  long  fince  had  the  honour 
to  approach  the  throne.  The  following  remonftrance 
expreffed  their  fenfations  on  a  .circumftance  fo  inte^- 
refting  to  them  as  Engliflimen: 
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To  his  Grace 

THE  DUKE  OF  DEVOVSHIRE, 

Lord  Great  Chamberlain  of  His  Majefty's  Houfliold. 

Wc  whofc  names  are  hereunto  fubfcfibed,  being  the  major  part 
of  a  court  of  affiftants,  and  other  members  of  the  Artillery  Com- 
pany of  the  city  of  London, 

Beg  leave  to  reprefent  to  your  Grace, 

That  foon  after  the  death  of  his  late  majefty  King 
George  thclld>  of  pious  and  blefled  memory,  the  court  of  afiiftants 
of  the  faid  Artillery  Company  (as  they  thought  themfclves  in 
duty  bound)  did  unanimoudy  vote  an  humble  addrefs  to  be  pre- 
fen  ted  to  his  prefent  majtfty,  to  condole  with  the  reft  of  his  loyal 
fubje^s  the  lofs  of  his  royal  grandfather,  and  to  congratulate  hioi 
pn  his  acceiBon  to  the  throne  of  his  ancellors,  and  to  pray  he  wiU 
be  pleafed  to  appoint  them  a  cap  tain -general ;  *a  copy  of  which 
addrefs  is  here  inclofed,  by  the  date  of  which  your  grace  will  fee 
that  his  majefty*s  dutiful  and  loyal  fubjcAs  of  the  Artillery  Com- 
pany, did  then  endeavour  not  to  be  the  laft  to' approach  his  throne, 
and  teftify  their  loyalty  in  their  humble  and  dutiful  addrefs  at  the 
fame  time  with  the  reft  of  his  majefty 's  faithful  people. 

Permit  us  therefore  to  inform  your  grace,  that  copies  of  the 
faid  addrefs  were  in  November  laft  put  into  the  hands  of  Sir  Jofeph 
Hankey,  prcfident  of  the  faid  Company— 

Requefting  him,  as  their  chief  officer,  to  take  the  ncceflary  fteps 
to  have  the  fame  prefented  to  his  majefty  at  fuch  time  as  tt  Ihould 
pleafe  his  majefty  to  receive  it — 

But  notwithftanding  the  many  repeated  requefts  made  from  the 
faid  Company  to  Sir  Jofeph  by  their  committees  apppointed  for 
ihat"purpofe,  who  have  had  his  moft  folemn  aflurances  irovfi  time 
to  time  for  (cveral  months  paft,  that  he  would  attend  your  grace 
in  order  to  have  the  faid  addrefs  prefented — 

Yet  not  pne  fingle  ftep  hath  been  taken  by  Sir  Jofeph  in  order  to 
forward  the  fame  to  the  beft  of  out  knowledge  and  belief. 

We  therefore  moft  earneftly  entreat  your  grace  to  reprefent  our 
cafe  to  his  majefty,  and  to  afTure  him  that  nothing  has  been  want- 
ing in  uSj^^  hid  loyal  and  faithful  fubjefts,  the  court  of  afljftants,  and 
other  members  of  the  Artillery  Companyrto  convince  him  fooner 

of 
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of  our  duty  to  hit  royd  perfon  and  attachment  to  his  illuflrious 
family. 

Your  Grace's  kibd  affiftance  in-  making  our  requeft  known  to 
hia  majefty  will  lay  a  lading  obligation  on 

Your  Grace's  moll  obedient  humble  fervants* 

Dated  at  the  Armoury,  in  the  Artillery  Ground> 
London. 

Before  this  remonftfance  was  prefented,  it  wais 
thought  proper  to  wait  on  the  prefident  again,  to 
acquaint  him  of  its  neceflity,  wheji  fome  further  ne- 
gociations  ftill  delayed  both  the  addrefs  and  the 
remonftrance ;  in  the  mean  time  the  nuptials  of  his 
majefty  with  Princefs  Charlotte  of  Mecklenburg 
Strelitz,  having  being  fully  agreed,  her  highnefs 
arrived  in  England  on  the  6th  of  September,  and 
was  married  at  St.  James's  in  the  evening  of  the  Sth, 
with  the  approbation  of  the  whole  country,  and  the 
coronation  was  fixed  for  the  22d. 

The  time  had  not  only  wholly  dapfed  for  prefentmg 
the  former  addrels,  but  thefe  additional  caufes  of 
congratulation  and  of  allegiance  demanded  new  ex- 
preffions  of  feally  and  zeal :  a  committee  was  there- 
fore appointed  on  the  day  of  the  coronation  to  prepare 
a  fecond  addrefs^  which  was  adopted  in  the  following 
terms: 

TO  THE  KIN&S  MOST  EXCELLENT  MAJESTY. 

TKi  fmmhle  Address  of  the  President^  Vice-President,  Treasurer^ 
Court  of  Assistants,  and  Body  of  tin  Artillery  Company » 

May  it  please  vour  Majesty, 

We  your    majeflies   faithful  and  affrflionate  fubjcifts, 
the  prclident^    vice-prtfident^  treafqrer,    court  of  aQiliaDta,  and 
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body  of  the  Artffiery  CoMpany  of  London,  beg  leav^  to  appit>«tb 
your  throne  with  our  rood  dutiful  and  hearty  congratulations  oli 
5Four  majefty*8  haj>py  union  whh  a  moft  accompUnied  piinccfs 
(our  now  moft  gracious  qaeen),  ao  event,  like  thofe  that  ba«e 
already  dignified  your  majefty*8  reign^  pregnant  with  happincfi  to 
your  people. 

May  the  crown,  lately  placed  on  the  heads  of  fuch  an  illtiftrious 
pair,  long  flouriih,  and  as  your  majefty  is  already  the  friend  and 
father  of  an  obedient  people  (the  moft  amiable  and  endeariog 
chara£ter  a  prince  can  merit  or  acquire),  it  is  our  prayer  that  your 
majcfty  may  alfo  be  the  father  of  a  race  of  princes  worthy  their 
high  and  noble  birth,  who  (hall  copy  the  example  of  their  toyal 
progenitors  of  the  auguft  houfe  of  Hanover,  and  perpeciutte  to 
our  pofterity  the  bleffings  which  thefe  natiofis  have  experienced 
by  their  juft,  wife^  and  benevolent  adminiftration. 

Permit  us,  gracious  prince,  while  we  have  the  honour  bf  being 
in  your  royal  prefencc,  with  all  humility  to  reprefent  to  your 
toajcfty,  that  the  ArtiHery  Company  is  a  body  venerable  for  itt 
entiquity,  glorying  in  an  nnaherable  nndiangeable  attachment  to 
the  principles  of  liberty  and  the  true  intereft  of  our  country,  on 
which  the  revolution,  under  King  William,  of  immortal  memory, 
was  (bunded,  and  who  honoured  us  with  being  our  eaptain-generat 
by  his  own  appointment. 

That  it  has  been  the  cuftom  of  many  ages  paft  for  your  rcyil 
predeceffors  to  appoint  a  captain -general  over  us* 

That  we  are  now  without  fuch  chief  commander,  the  ofice 
being  vacant  by  the  death  of  your  royal  grandfather  of  glorious 
and  bleffed  memory,  who  (when  prince  of  Wales)  was  appointed 
to  it  by  his  royal  father  King  George  the  Firft. 

May  we  ptefume,  dread  Sir,  while  we  arc  at  the  foot  of  the 
throne,  to  look  up  to  your  majefty,  rcquefting  the  ufual  marks  of 
royal  favour  and  the  nomination  of  a  captain-general  over  us»  who 
may  be  a  witoefs  that  as  we  are  a  body  istrufted  with  and  dif- 
ciplined  to  arms,  we  (hall  never  fail  to  the  utmoft  of  our  power, 
even  to  the  rifque  of  our  lives,  to  difcharge  the  tmft  rcpofed  in  us  j 
and  tlut  we  will  faithfully  ufe  the  arms  committed  to  us,  and  will 
diligently  train  up  your  faithful  dtizens  in  defence  of  your  facred 
pcrfon,  crown,  and  dignity,  and  for  the  fecurity  of  your  whole 
lUullrious  family. 
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Wc  cannot  leave  your  royal  prefepce  without  pouring  forth 
our  moil  ardent  wiihes,  that  your  majefty's  reigi;i  may  be  didia- 
guifiicd  by  fuch  a  feries  of  glorious  events,  and  by  every  kind  of 
paUic  and  private  feHcity,  that,  when  future  ages  (hall  endeavour 
to  eapreia  tktir  moft  aifedionate  regard  to  their  princes,  they 
may  find  it  ioApoffible  to  do  it  with  more  propriety  than  by 
wiihing  they  may  be  as  great  and  happy  as  King  George  the 
Third,  and  as  univerfally  and  as  defervedly  beloved  as  his  illuilrious 
confort* 

The  armoury  houfe  was  illuminated  and  a  grand 
entertainment  given  on  this  day ;  and  on  the  5th  of 
November  the  Company  attended  Sir  Matthew 
Blackifton,  lord  mayor,  to  St.  Paul's,  on  the  public 
thankfgiving,  inflead  of  the  2j;th  of  Odober,  the 
univeriary  of  the  acceifion. 

On  the  9th  of  November  Sir  Samuel  Fludyer,  the 
lord  mayor,  had  the  honour  to  entertain  the  king 
and  queen  at  Guildhall :  the  Company  received  the 
lord  mayor  at  the  Temple  on  Jii$  return  from  Weft- 
minfter,  and  were  favoured  with  die  city^s  prefect  of 
20/.  on  that  occafion,  to  which  the  lord  mayor  was 
pleafed  to  add  SO/,  morej  but  the  ofHcers  were  not 
accommodated  with  tickets  of  admiilion,  from  the  im« 
poflibility  of  providing  room  for  them,  the  managers 
being  defirous  of  rendering  the  hall  as  commodious 
as  poflible. 

Aldermen  Chaloner  and  Harley  being  generals 
for  the  march,  paid  their  cuftomary  fee  of  10/.  each ; 
and  in  order  to  reader  the  Company's  appearance 
more  refpeftable,  the  field  officers  of  the  Tower  Ham- 
lets were  defired  to  march  their  volunteers  with  the 
Company;  for  the  numbers  of  the  Company  were 
confiderably  reduced  by  four  regiments  of  the  trained 
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bands  being  ordered  on  duty  in  Fleet-ftreet,  and  the 
ftreets  thence  to  Guildhall,  to  keep  the  paffage  clear 
for  the  proceflion :  the  officers  complied  with  this 
arrangement  very  gracioufly,  exprefling  at  the  fame 
.  time  their  regs^rd  for  the  honour .  of  the  Company, 
and  declaring  that  none  of  their  volimteers  fliouM 
accept  file  money ;  which  conduQ:  the  Company  ac- 
knowledged by  a  letter  of  invitation  to  them  all. 

It  was  cuftomary  for  the  beadle  to  be  honoured  , 
with  a  prefent  of  five  guineas  from  the  king,  ufually 
paid  by  the  board  of  works,  for  carrying  up  a  return 
of  the  annual  eleftion  of  officers,  which  was  this  year 
paid  to  him  after  Chriflmas. 

As  the  war  proceeded,  the  equivocal  conduft  of 
the  court  of  Spain  roufed  the  indignation -of  Mr, 
Pitt,  who  had  guided  the  affairs  of  England  with 
more  popularity  than  any  other  minifler ;  but  himfelf 
and  Lord  Temple  were  left  in  a  minority  in  the  coun- 
cil, for  adding  a  Spanifh  war  to  that  into  which  the 
nation  was  already  plunged ;  the  opinion  of  the  fove- 
reign  coincided  with  the  majority.  It  then  became 
neceflary  for  the  minifler  to  return  the  feals  of  his 
office  to  the  king,  who  received  them  with  great  con- 
defcenfion,  and  declared  he  Ihould  have  found  himfelf 
under  the  greatefl  difficulty  how  to  have  aded,  had  the 
council  fupported  Mr.  Pitt's  meafures.  This  was  a 
high  tjftimony  of  his  veneration  and  refpe£t  for  the 
talents  and  paft  fervices  of  this  truly  great  man,  Mr. 
Pitt  was  fenfibly  touched  with  the  grandeur  and  con* 
defcenfion  of  this  proceeding :  "  I  confefs.  Sir,  I  had 
but  too  much  reafon  to  expeft  your  majefly's  difplea- 
fare;    I  did  not  come  prepared  for  this  exceeding 

goodneis. 
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goodnefs.  Pirdon  me.  Sir — it  overpowers^  it  op- 
prefles  me.'*—  He  burft  into  tears.  A  penfion  of  3000/- 
was  fettled  upon  him  for  three  lives,  and  a  title  con- 
ferred on  his  lady  and  her  iffue.  Under  his  adminif- 
tration  Great  Britain  carried  on  the  moft  important 
war  in,which  (he  ever  had  been  engaged,  alone  and' 
unaffifted,  with  greater  fplendour  and  with  more  fuo- 
cefe  than  Ihe  had  ever  enjoyed  at  the  head  of  the  moft 
powerful  alliances.  Alone,  this  ifland  feemed  to  ba- 
lance the  reft  of  Europe  *. 

I  hope  to  be  pardoned  for  this  digreffion. 

1762.  The  affairs  of  the  Company  were  this  year 
augmented  by  the  admiffion  of  many  new  members. 
The  lieutenancy  paid  their  ufual  fum  of  SOO/.  for  two 
years,  1758  and  1759,  to  Sir  Thomas  Chitty,  the 
treafurer,  which  was  allowed  for  all  commiiTioned 
ofiicers  of  trained  bands  who  appeared  in  arms  on  their 
public  marches ;  and  if  they  omitted  to  attend,  they 
forfi^ted  Ss.  to  the  Company's  poor's  box.  They 
had  a  right  to  fit  in  the  honorary  court  of  afliftants ; 
but  this  right  was  loft  on  the  king  fending  down  any 
new  commifEon ;  ftill  they  were  fummoned  until  their 
conlmiflions  were  renewed,  or  other  perfons  were 
appointed  in  their  ftead. 

The  elections  this  year  fell  to  Sir  Jofeph  Hankey, 
prefident;  Sir  William  Baker,  vice-prefident;  and 
Sir  Thomas  Chitty,  treafurer.  And  a  fecond  addrefs 
was  compbfed. 

On  the  12th  of  Auguft  the  queen  was  fafely  deli- 
vered of  a  prince ;  and  foon  after  the  king  and  royal 

♦  Ann.  Reg.  1761. 
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family  were  greeted  with  the  pleafure  of  joining  m 
the  double  acclamations  of  the  people,  at  a  long  |»x>- 
ceflion  from  St.  James's  to  the  Bank  and  the  Tower, 
of  the  rich  prize  by  the  capture  of  the  Hermioneu 
On  the  17th  a  patent  was  fealed  conftituting  his  royal 
highnefs  the  Prince  of  Great  Britain;  Prince  of  Wales 
tnd  Earl  of  Chefter,  alfo  Eleftor  Prince  of  Brunfwic 
Lunenburg,  Duke  of  Ck>mwall  and  Rothfay,  Earl  of 
Carrie,  Baron  of  Renfrew,  Lord  of  the  Ifles,  and 
Great  Steward  of  Scotland.  On  the  18th  he  waa 
baptized  by  Dr.  Thomas  Seeker,  Archbiihop  of  Can- 
terbury, into  the  names  of  George^Auguftus-Frede- 
rick,*. 

This  birth  was  celebrated  by  the  city  of  London, 
and  ail  the  other  cities  and  corporations  in  the  king- 
dom, with  extraordinary  effufions  of  joy.  The  Ar- 
tillery Company,  who  contemplated  in  this  aufpidous 
moment  the  hopes  of  their  future  captain-general^ 
joined  the  general  feftivity,  by  a  fplendid  illumiiiatiou 
and  entertainment,  preceded  by  a  grand  exercife,  and 
the  firing  of  their  cannon  f* 

The  difpofition  for  peace  had  now  become  general 
amongft  the  belligerent  powers.  In  Great  Britain  k 
was  moft  cordial ;  no  people  were  ever  lets  intoxicated 
with  their  fuccefTes.  ViQories  were  become  familiar  to 
them,  and  made  but  little  imprei&on :  an  alteration  ia 
the  miniftry  accelerated  the  conclufion  of  peace*  After 
the  refignadon  of  Mr.  Pitt,  who  had  preferved  a  fixt 
of  union  in  the  cabinet,  by  their  dread  of  him,  the 
liT^Uhip  of  the  Duke  of  NewcafUe  and  Lord  Bade 
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dmded  the  country  and  themfelves  into  the  ftrugglei 
of  party.  The  whigs  and  tones  both  ftrove  for  the 
tsoSusTfj  and  his  lordihip  fucceeded  in  eflaUiihbg 
himfelf  at  the  head  of  the  latter  party,  as  the  leader 
of  the  public  councils ;  whofe  firft  fortune  was  that 
of  concluding  a  long  and  expenfive,  but  certainly  % 
glorious  war  *• 

The  Company  attended  the  lord  mayor,  on  the 
day  of  the  acceffion,  from  St.  Paul's  cathedral  to  the  ' 
Maniion-houfe ;  and  on  the  9th  of  November  per- 
formed  their  accuftomed  march  as  body  guard  !• 
William  Beckford,  efq.  the  new  lord  mayor  f. 

A  fevere  froft  this  winter  put  a  flop  to  feveral  handt- 
craft  trade^,  to  all  manner  of  hufbandry,  and  inland 
navigation ;  it  excited  the  benevolent  commiferatioa 
of  the  opulent,  and  the  gratitude  of  the  poor. 

176S«  The  prefent  year  was  remarkable  for  pro- 
ducing a  confiderable  ferment  on  account  of  the  ex- 
tenfion  of  the  fyftem  of  excife  to  cyder  and  perry, 
&C.  againft  which  the  corporation  of  London  fet  the 
example  of  a  very  ferious  addrefs,  which  had  not  the 
fucceis  of  preventing  its  bang  pafled  into  a  law;  and, 
except  on  this  queftion,  the  miniftry  felt  their  ftrength 
in  parliament  rather  augmented  than  impaired*  But 
in  the  midft  of  the  tumultuous  agitations  which  it 
excited,  peace  ^sras  prochdmed  on  the  22d  of  March. 
Lord  Bute  refigned  his  poft,  and  retired  from  bufine& 
on  the  8th  of  April.  The  people  changed  thefubjeft 
of  contention,  and  debated  the  motives  of  this  refig* 
aaticHi  widi  as  much  zeal  as  they  ever  debated  the 

•AaiuBe£»'  f  CmtBoofc^  F. 
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caufes  of  a  war,  and  with  much  more  pertinacity  than 
they  ever  regarded  or  canvaffed  the  fources  of  ,fupply. 
Thefe  fubjeds  of  general  intereft,  together  with 
the  unpopularity  of  the  peace,  tended  to  keep  aKvc 
the  watchful  attention  which  had  been  confiderably 
Increafed  during  the  laftwar,  and  probably  hada  mat^ 
rial  influence  in  bringing  many  new  members  into  this 
Company.  The  Britifh  volunteers  prefented  a  gift  to 
the  Company,  which  was  gracioufly  accepted. 

The  eleftions  fell  upon  Sir  Robert  Ladbroke,  as 
prefident;  Sir  Thomas  Rawlinfon,  vice-prefident;  Sir 
Richard  Glyn,  bart.  treafurer :  and  the  two  generals 
xhofen  were.  Sir  Henry  Banks,  and  Samuel  Turner, 
cfq.  The  three  grand  marches,  the  colt*s  feaft,  and 
the  exercifes  at  Baumes,  befides  many  private  leads  in 
the  Garden,  wer^  condufted  with  great  attention,  and 
fo  frequently,  that  they  fuflFered  cdnfiderable. inconve- 
nience in  permitting  other  military  corps  to  exercife 
there,  and  alfo  to  depofit  their  arms  in  the  buildings  $ 
the  court  were  under  the  neceffity  of  reftraining  this 
to  the  London  militia,  whofe  fergeants  were  dire&ed 
to  attend  the  marches  on  f)ain  of  expulfion. 

Sir  Thomas  Rawlinfon,  colonel  of  the  red  regi- 
jaient,  prefented  a  fet  of  red  colours.  The  Company 
this  year  marched  to.  attend  William  Bridgen,  efq. 
lord  mayor ;  and  26/.  part  of  the .  fum  received  oh 
that  occafion,  was  diftributed  among  thofe  who  were 
in  commiffion. 

On  the  3d  of  Oftober  feveral  thoufend  journey- 
jnen  wavers  affembled  in  Spitalfields,  and  in  a  riot- 
ous manner  broke  open  the  houfe  of  one  of  their 
maftcTs,  deftroyed  I>is  looms,  and  cut  a  great  quan- 
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lity  of  rich  filk  to  pieces ;  after  whicji  they  placed  his 
effigy  in  a  cart,  with  a  halter  about  his  neck,  an  exe« 
cutionef  on  one  fide,  and  a  cofEn  on  the  other.  They 
then  drove  it  through  feveral  ftreets,  hanged  it  on  a 
gibbet,  and  burnt  it  to  afhes ;  which  having  proved  a  . 
fufficient  vent  for  their  fury,  they  difperfed  without 
further  mifchief, 

John  Wilkes,  efq.  colonel  of  the  Buckinghamfhire 
milida,  who  was  afterwards  a  leader  of  the  Company^ 
underwent  this  year  a  profecution  and  imprifonment, 
for  having  been  the  author  of  a  libel  (N**  45)  in  a 
work  entitled  the  North  Briton.  By  virtue  of  a 
fearch-warrant,  dated  26th  April,  under  the  hand  of 
the  Earl  of  Halifax,  a  lord  of  the  privy  council,  four  of 
the  king's  meffengers  entered  his  houfe,  and  fearched 
his  paperaj  but,  as  he  objefted  to  the  generality  of 
the  warrant,  they  withdrew  till  the  next  moriung, 
when  they  returned,  and  took  him  into  cuftody.  On 
his  application  to  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  a  writ 
of  Habeas  Corpus  was  granted;  notwithftanding  which 
he  was  committed  to  the  Tower,  by  the  warrant  of 
the  Earl  of  Egremont  and .  Lord  Halifax,  during  the 
interval  of  opening  the  prothonotaries*  office  in  the'af- 
temoon ;  his  papers  were  fealed  up,  and  no  perfon 
permitted  to  vifit  him.  The  writ  was  returnable 
on  the  2d  of  May,  when  the  court  ordered  anbtlier 
writ,  direfted  to  the  conftable  of  the  Tower ;  and  on 
the  following  day  he  was  brought  up  to  Weftminller 
Hall,  where,  having  opened  his  own  cafe,  his  coun- 
cil (Mr.  Serjeant  Glyn)  argued  the  points  of  law ; 
and  he  was  remanded  to  the  Tower  until  the  6th,  with 
orders  tl)9t  his  fiiends  might  be  admitted  to  him. 

Lord 
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Lord  Egremont  wrote  to  Lord  Temple,  the  lord  licu^ 
Cant  of  Buckinghamfhire,  the  king's  pleafure  for  dif* 
placing  him  from  his  rank  of  colonel ;  which  Lord 
Temple  complied  with,  expreffing  his  **  concern  in  the 
lofs  of  an  officer,  who  by  his  deportment  in  command 
endeared  himfelf  to  the  whole  corps."  Lord  Temple 
was  foon  ^fter  removed  from  being  lord  lieutenant.  Oa 
the  6th  of  May,  Lord  Chief  Juftice  Pratt  delivered 
the  fenfe  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  on  the  three 
points:  That  no  magiftrate  could  ilTue  a  warrant  to 
Epprebend  any  perfon  without  expreffing  the  caufe : 
That  the  particular  daufes  of  the  libel  need  not  be  in** 
ferted  in  the  warrant:  and.  That  only  three  cafes 
could  affed  his  privilege  of  parliament — ^treafon,  fei- 
lony,  and  the  peace.  The  writing  a  libel  was  nol 
within  either  of  thrfe,  as  it  could  only  have  a  tendency 
to  a  breach  of  the  peace,  and  confequently  could  not 
deftroy  his  privilege. 

On  thefe  grounds  he  was  difcharged  out  of  cuftody; 
and,  after  his  return  home,  he  wrote  and  difperfed  a 
printed  letter,  ftadng  that  he  found  that  his  houfe  had 
been  robbed,  and  learnt  that  the  ftolen  goods  were  in 
pofleffion  of  their  lordihips :  to  which  they  replied,  in 
the  public  papers,  that  they  were  at  a  lofs  to  gue& 
what  he  meant  by  ftolen  goods ;  but  that  his  papers 
had  been  handed  to  the  proper  officer  whofe  duty  it 
was  to  colle£l  evidence  for  a  profecution  by  the  at-> 
tomey-general :  to  which  he  replied  in  fharp  terms, 
and  printed  at  his  own  houfe  a  detail  of  thefe  proceed- 
ings for  circulation.  At  the  meeting  of  parliament, 
a  meflage  from  the  crown  ftated  the  meafures  which 
had  been  taken,  and  the  profecution  in  the  court  of 

King's 
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Kmg's  Baich^  where  the  libel  had  been  ordered  to  ht 
burnt.  Mr.  Wilkes,  on  the  fame  day,  complained  of 
a  breach  of  privilege,  Mr.  Samuel  Martin,  member 
for  Camelford,  late  fecretary  of  the  treafury,  chat* 
lenged  him  for  fome  exprefliims  in  another  number 
of  the  fame  work ;  and,  in  the  duel  which  followed, 
Mr.  Wilkes  received  a  dangerous  Wound  in  the  belly 
with  a  piftol  bullet.  In  the  mean  time  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  detenained,  that  the  privily  did  notex^ 
tend  to  his  cafe.  The  Houfe  of  Lords  Agreed  wkk 
this  reiblutioii  on  a  conference  9  Uit  it  produced  a 
Ibng  ifiad  ipirited  proteft  frcAn  Lord  Ten^le  and  iisTte^ 
other  lords* 

When  the  day  arrived  for  burning  the  libel,  a  riot- 
ous mob  alTembled  at  the  Royal  Exchasige,  a^ 
wounded  the  high  flieriff^  Thomas  Harley,  efq*  \Sf 
throwing  againft  the  wil^ddw  of  his  carriage  oxud  of  the 
billets  fnatched  from  the  ivce.  He  withdraw  to  ttie 
M&tiaon^Kmfey  to  acquaint  the  lord  mayor  of  the  up« 
ro^ ;  and  the  executioner  followed  him.  The  cxa^ 
tables  lofl  their  flares,  and  the  tumultuous  uproar  i^ 
creafed.  l^be  libel  was  partly  confumed  by  a  lighted 
link;  fome  fcraps  were  refcued,  and  in  the  eveoh 
ing  difplayed  at  Temple  Bar,  where  a  bonfire  vas 
made,  and  a  large  jack-^boot  cofmmitted  to  the  f!am& 
inflead  of  them,  amidd  a  general  acclamation. 

The  Houfe  of  Commons  thanked  the  iheriffs,  and 
addrefled  the  crown  to  order  the  rioters  to  be  brought 
to  juftice ;  but  it  does  not  appear  that  this  ever  was  <k 
could  be  effefted.  The  common  council  propofed  to 
add  their  thanks  to  the  fherifis,  and  to  profecute  John 
3  Franklin, 
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Franklin,  then  in  Newgate,  for  the  aflault ;  but  iLk 
motion  was  negatived. 

Mr.  Wilkes  brought  an  aftipn  in  the  Common 
Pleas  2^gainft  Robert  Wood,  efq.  under-fecretary  of 
ftate,  for  feizing  his  papers ;  and,  after  a  hearii^  of 
15  hours,  recovered  a  verdid,  with  1000/.  damages. 
A  perfon  afterwards,  apparently  with  intent  to  murder 
him,  went  to  his  houfe,  and,  being  feized,  a  knife 
was  found  updn  him ;  and,  on  examination,  he  ap- 
peared to  be  infane. 

The  Houfe  of  Commons  then  gave  Mr.  Wilkes  time 
for  his  appearance,  upon  his  meffage  concerning  his 
wound,  and  ordered  Dr.  Heberden  and  Mr.  Hawkins 
to  attend  him,  aiid  report :  but,  as  he  had  already  put 
himfelf  under  the  care  of  Dr.  Brocklefby  and  Mr. 
Graves,  he  declined  their  fervices ;  and  foon  after,  on 
account  of  his  daughter's  ill  ftate  of  health  at  Paris, 
lie  left  England. 

The  Houfe  addreffed  the  king,  lamenting  the  libel 
and  its '  confequences^  but  expreffing  their  perfuafion 
■that  the  profecution  would  bring  fuch  puniftiment  upon 
the  guilty  as  the  public  juilice  and  fafety  fhould  de- 
mand. 

1764.  At  the  next  meeting  after  the  recefs,  the 
Houfe  received  his  letter,  and  the  teftimony  of  the 
French  furgeons  who  had  attended  him ;  which  they 
deemed  nugatory,  and  paffcd  fentence  of  expulfion 
againft  him.  At  the  fame  time,  one  of  the  principal 
fecretaries  of  ftate  prefented  Mr.  Wilkes's  other  work, 
which  had  only  been  circulated  amongft  the  members 
of  a  club,  but  which  refle£bed  on  a  reverend  prelate, 

and 
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and  wa&  repkte  with  ribaldry*  The  peers  proceeded 
againfl:  the  author  for  a  breach  of  privilege,  and  he 
was  indifted  iii  the  courts  below'  for  blafphemy.  Thus 
lying  under  the  weight  of  a  double  profecution,  and 
charged  alfo  with  difrefped  to  the  crown,  his  friend? 
began  to  forfafce  him ;  the  proceedings  went  on  io  ' 
outlawry,:  and  his  own  fuits  feM  to  the  ground.  This 
ferved  to  com]^lete  his  ruin. 

The  Houfe  of  Commons  entertained  the  queflaon 
of  the  illegality  of  general  warrants,  and  were  very 
nearly  induced  to  frame  a  declaratory  bill  on  the  fub- 
jefk :  and  though  -  if-  it^  could  ever  be  admitted  that 
nothing  but  the  moft  ferious  attempt  on  the  liberty  of 
the  fubjeft,  remediable  by  no  other  means,  could  make 
any  perfon'wiih  to  fee  the  Hbufe  of  Commons  very 
forward  in  voluntary  declaratiohs  of  law,  yet  in  an  un- 
decided  cafe  like  the  prefent,  where  the  fecretaries  of 
ftate  had  been  accuftomed  to  adopt  a  practice  upon 
the  fole  authority  of  the  ufage  of  office,  this  was  a 
moment  when  they  were  required  to  explain,  and  d€i- 
clare  the  law  of  the  land.  An  amendment,  to  excuU 
pate  the  officers  of  ftate,  was  propofed  as  a  medium ; 
but  the  whole  was  for  that  time  civilly  difmiffed  by  a 
motion  for  an  adjournment  of  the  queftion  for  four 
months,  which  was  carried  by  a  fmall  majority. 

In  the  mean  time  the  affairs  of  the  Company  recall 

us  from  the  foregoing  digreffion,  though  it  can  fcarcely 

deferve-  that  name,  as  it  tends  to  elucidate  fubfe- 

t. 

quent  matters  in  which  tlie  Company  had  concern. 
The  extraordinary  delay  which  has  been  already  no- 
ticed in.  prefenting  their  memoiial  to  the  king,  had 
contributed  to  deprive  them  not  only  of  a  captain-ge- 
neral, 
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aerai,  but  of  dae  authority  for  dieir  marthes,  elec« 
donSy  and  general  courts.  During  this  and  the  foI« 
lowing  year  thefe  were  therefore  interrupted  on  that 
account.  An  application  was  now  made  by  Sir  Ro« 
bert  Ladbroke,  the  prefident,  to  Mr.  Grenville,  the 
fird  Joid  of'  the  treafury,  for  a  letter  from  the  king, 
and.  an  appointment  of  a  captain-general;  and  the 
court  framed  a  letter  of  inflru^tions  to  Sir  Robert, 
which  was  made  the  ground  of  their  memorial,  which 
he  aftarwards  prefented.  As  this  was  a  military  fo* 
dety^  Mr.  Grenville  recommended  dte  application  to 
the  fecretary  at  war  \  whereupon  the  following  me* 
uorial  was  adopted : 

TO  THE  KING'S  MOST  EXCELLENT  MAJESTY. 

Themogt  humble  Memorial  of  the  President,  Vice-President,  md 
Omrt  of  Assisitatts  tfthe  j4rtillery  Company  if  the.  City  qf 
London, 

Sbewetb, 

That  the  faid  Company  is  a  mSitary  fociety  of  great 
amiquity,  where  conftant  loyalty,  good  order,  and  difcipltnei  have 
iodoced  Che  croWn,  ia  the  commeneexnent  of  every  reign,  not  only 
to  grant  them  the  royal  licence  for  the  excrcxfe  of  arms,  but  to  ho- 
nour them  with  the  appointment  of  one  of  the  royal  fiimily  to  be 
their  captain -general 

That  the  faid  Company  were,  to  their  ineirpreflible  forrow,  de- 
prived of  this  tranfcendent  honour  by  the  decenfe  of  your  majefty'i 
yiuftrious  grandfather^  who  when  Prince  of  Wales  had  been  de* 
dared  their  captain-general  by  his  royal  father,  Eling  George  tke 
f  irft,  and  had  gracioufly  condcfcended  to  retain  that  office  even 
after  his  acceffion  to  the  crown* 

That  the  memorialills  having  upon  all  occafions  maintained 
their  firm  attachment  to  theproteftani  fucceffion,  and  particularly 
to  your  majefly's  moft  iacred  perfoo  and  government,  they  pre- 
iume  (from  your  majt.fty*8  goodnefs)  that  the  humble  and  dutiful 

tendtr 
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tender  of  their  defire  will  be  iit>  kft  fzvawMj  ioceptdd  by  jofJf 
majcily  than  it  has  ever  been  by  your  illuftriou^  predeceifers.  . 
Your  memorialiafls  therefore  humbly  pray,  that  you  will  be  gra« 
cioufly  pleafed,  by  your  royal  fign  manual,  to  grant  them  th'e 
ufual  Ucenfe,  add  to  hoaour  ^m  with  the  appoinlttcnt  af  k 
ci^tau-geiiexaL . 

Signed,  by  Order  of  a  Cowt  of  AfliilAaU  of  the  tmComfKor, 
in  the  Attillery  Chrof od,  .|be  f6th  o£  June  1 764. 

BENr.  RACMXROW,  OtA. 

The  prefident  coayeycd  this  manorial  to  tibe  fecro- 
taxj  at  war,  vnih  whopi  it  remained  uatil  the  follow- 
ingyear*. 

In  th«  mean  time  Mr.  Wilkes  was  .fotind  guilty  qf 
writing  the  Effay  on  Woman ;  and  in  the  month  q£ 
July  following,  a  legacy  of  5000/.  was  bequeatl^ed  td 
him  by  the  will  of  A([r.  Henry  Walton,  a  farmer  in 
Devonfhire,  who  died  without  iflue  or  relations,  '^  %s 
an. acknowledgment  to  him  who  bravely  defended  tl|e 
conftitttdonal  liberties  of  hf^  country,  and  checked 
the  dangerous  progreiji^  gf  arbitrary  power  f."' 
*  Sir  Williaip  Pynien,ti,.bart..  alfo  left  hun  1000/.  in 
the  next  year.        ^   r 

The  Company  prefented  a  memorial  to  the  court 
of  lieutenancy  for  a  ium  for  each  company  of  the 
Ldbdon  militia,  in  Ueu  of  a  mufter  duty  for  the  cur- 
rent year.  .  > 

1765*  The  diange  ivhich  took  place  in  the  catnnet 
of  St.  James  produced  no  eifeft  on  th^  affairs  of 
this  Company.  .  The  Duke  of  Grafton,  and  the  HOfU 
S«  Conw^y^  brother  to  Lord  Hertford,,  were  .appoiaovl 

•  Court  BoiOc,  K  t  Ann.Rc54  ^ 

s  fecretaries 
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fecretaries  of  ftate;  the  Marquis  of  Rockingham, 
firit  lord  of  the  treafury ;  and  Mr.  Dowdefwell,  chan- 
cellor and  under,  treafurer  of  the  exchequer.  The 
;Duke  of  Newcastle  wasr  pennitted  to  retain  his  poft  of 
lord  privy  feal,  as  a  place  of  eafe  fuitable  to  his 
years,  and  fufficiait  to  reward  his  pad  fervices  to 
the  royal  family;  and  Lord  Chief  JufUce  Pratt  was 
honoured  with  the  title  of  Baron  Camden.  Thefe 
changes  produced  further  delay  in  the  prefenta- 
lion  and  anfwer  of  the  Company  V  memorial ;  when 
the  fecretary  at  war  at  length  fignified  that  his  majefty 
entertained  thoughts  of  appointing  the  Prince  of  Wales 
to  be  captain-general,  and  defired  to  know  the  form 
of  the  commiflion. 

Sir  Robert  Ladbroke ^  the  prefident,  was  inftru£ted  to 
^wait  on  him  with  the  Vellum  Book,  and  old  Court 
"Book ;  but  the  fecretary  at  war  again  referred  it  to 
the  fecretary  of  ftate. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  year,  ^  fecond  very  ferious 
aiTembfage  of  the  weavers  already  mentioned  excited 
great  alarm,  and  produced  fbme  neceflary  precautions. 
Several  thoufands  of  thefe  men  went  in  a  body  to  Weft- 
'minfter,  with  drums  beating  and  colours  flying,  and 
prefented  petitions  to  both  houfes  of  parliament  in  be- 
half of  themfelves  and  thdr  numerous  families,  moft 
of  them,  as  they  reprefented,  in  a  ftarving  condition 
for  want  of  work,  and  begging  as  a  relief  that  they 
would  ph^ibit  foreign  wrought  filks.  The  lord  mayor, 
^ir  William  Stephenfon,  requefted  a  meeting  of  the 
aldermen,  fteriffs,  and  Artill^  Company,  at  the  man- 
iion-houle ;  and  one  of  the  precautions  taken  was  4» 
rcmoyeitU  iiie  cazmon.and  Imall  arms  which  cpuld  be 

fpared 
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fpared  from  the  armoury  houfe  to  the  Tower,  whick 
was  done  by  an  drder  from  Sir  Thomas  Rawlinfon, 
the  vice-prefident.  Horfe  and  foot  guards  were  fta- 
4ioaed  in  Moorfields,  who  had  the  ufe  of  the  Artillery 
Ground  by  dire^on  of  the  prefident.  Sir  Robert 
Ladhroke,  and  Sir  T.  R.  the  vice-prefident ;  and  they 
received  the  thanks  of  the  court  for  their  prudent 
management  to  preferve  the  peace  of  the  city,  and  of 
the  CcHnpany.  The  fherifF  admitted  them  to  the  Ar- 
tillery Ground;  the  court  fent  to  Cobnel  Rainf- 
ford,  the  officer  on  duty,  and  acquainted  him,  that 
not  only  the  ground  but  the  whole  houfe  wa3  at  the 
difpoial  of  himfelf  and  the  reft  of  his  majefty^s  officers, 
fo  long  as  it  fliould  be  deemed  neceflary  for  their  re* 
maining  there  .j  which  the  colonel  received  with  great 
politeneis,  and  aflured  the  court  that  he  ihouki  com- 
municate thefinne  to  the  field  officers  and  fecretary  at 
war.  A  private  lead,  which  had  been  appointed  for 
the  fame  day,  was  accordingly  poftponed  * :  when 
thefe  alarms  had  fubfided,  the  Company  received  again 
the  arms  which  they  had  depofited. 

Twenty-fix  pounds  recdved  from  the  lieutenancy 
was  diftributed.to  thofe  who  were  commiffioned  officers, 
being  n^embers  of  the  Coo^iany,  for  the  public  days 
in  which  the  Company  did  not  appear  in  arms  on  ac- 
count of  the  late  king's  demiie,  and  other  public  oc- 
cafions. 

There  having  arifen  fome  doubt  relative  to  the 
Company  attending  on  the  lord  mayor,  at  St.  Paul's, 
on  the  anniverfary  of  his  majefty's,  acceffion^  the  court 

*  CgurtBook,  F.  2lstM»y. 
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determined  that  in  future  they  would  not'  attend  (A 
lord  mayor's  day,  tmlefe  dieir  offer  of  fervices  was 
accepted  on  tiiis  previous  occaiion. 

A  detachment  foon  afterwards  waited  upon  Gtxxgt 
Nelfon,  efq.  the  lord  mayor  eled,  to  offer  their  fer- 
vices to  attend  him  as  ufual  on  the  9th  of  November, 
and  received  the  cuftomary  prefent  of  SOL  with  his  ac- 
ceptance of  their  attention ;  but  on  leaving  the  Man^ 
iion*houfe,  they  met  the  iherifis,  recorder,  and  ranem- 
brancer,  in  the  court-^yard,  who  informed  diem  that 
diey  doubted  whether  there  would  be  any  public 
proceffion  as  ufual  on  account  of  the  recekit  death  of 
the  Duke  of  Cumberland,  on  the  30th  of  September. 
His  lordfhip  fent  for  the  deputation,  and  defired  their 
return  of  his  prefent,  which  was  repaid  to  him,  affuring 
them  that  he  would  confult  Ins  brethren  as  to  their 
claim  of  20A  for  the  marches  during  his  offices  of 
general  and  lieutenant-general  of  Ae  Company,  which 
he  afterwards  paid  to  the  treafurer.  His  lordihip 
having  received  a  letter  from  the  lord  chamberlain, 
requeiling  that  the  caremony  might  be  conduced  with 
as  little  fhew  as  poflible,  he  was  accompanied  to  Weft- 
minfler  only  by  Sir  William  Stephenlbn,  the  late  lord 
mayor,  the  recorder,  aldermen,  and  fheriffs  *• 

•  Court  Book,  F.— vAnik  R^. 
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pEpTION    II.  .     ^ 

-  From  the  King'^  Patent  to  1771. 

1 766.  The  new  year  opened  beneath  a  cloud  whicli 
0verihadowed  the  commercial  interefts,  and  threatened 
the  dcMneftic  harmony  of  the  ftate.     A  numerous  po- 
pulace were  unemployed,  while  provifions  were  extra- 
vagantly dear ;  manufadlures  were  at.  a  ftand,  and 
comn^erce  was  declining  almoft  to  annihilation :  the 
gloom  fpread  acrofs  the  Atlantic,  where  confuiion  and 
anarchy  blighted  the  fruits  of  improvement ;  the  in- 
temperate fpirit  of  the  lower  orders  ranged  through 
the  colonies  uncontrouled9  while  the  higher  rank%  of 
men  beheld,  with  fecret  fatisfadion,  the  approaching 
day  when  the  calamities  of  warfare  and  feparation 
would  abforb  a  debt  for  which  they  were  unable  to 
provide,   The  ftrong  arm  of  power  was  the  vehicle  to 
which  fome  urged  the  minifter  to  refort,  while  others  . 
difplayed  in  the  mod  impreiEve  language  the  duties 
and  policy  of  conciliation :  mtn  divided  into  th^  op- 
pofite  extremes,  and  as  they  advanced  in  the  argu- 
ment, they  loft  the  liberality  of  conviction,  and  fought 
the  defperate  conclufioi^  of  force.     The  bill  to  fecure 
the  dependence  of  the  colonies  became  the  moft  ii^- 
terefting  fubje£b  of  general  attention }  it  was  fupported 
in  the  Hoirfe  of  Commons  by  a  majority  of  275  to 
167,  and  was  carried  to  the  Lords  by  2(X>  members ; 
it  had  a  majority  of  34  lords,  and  then  received  the 
royal  2Ssx\t^ 

a?  It 


It  TTOuld  be  travelling  too  far  out  of  the  record  to 
purfue>  in  the  courfe  of  thefe  annals,  either  the  reafon- 
ing  or  the  meafures  which  followed  this  inaurpicious 
commencement  of  a  difcuflion  which  ended  in  the  en- 
'tire  lofs  of  the  Britifli  colonies  in  North  America ;  it 
is  fufEcient  only  to  advert  to  them  as  we  proceed,  in 
order  to  explain  the  fteps  which  they  produced  in  the 
Company ;  for  as  they  affeded  the  mind  of  every  in- 
dividual, they  often  found  their  way  into  every  fociety 
of  which  individuals  were  compofed. 

On  the  11th  of  March,  Sir  Robert  Ladbroke,  the 
prefident,  brought  into  court  the  king's  letter :  he 
ftated.  that  the  delay  of  its  arrival  was  to  be  afcribed  to 
the  feveral  alterations  which  had  happened  in  the  great 
offices  of  ftate,  in  the  Company's  memorial  and  other 
papers  having  paffed  through  different  hands  till  they 
had  not  been  readily  found,  and  that  he  had  delivered 
to  Mr.  Secretary  Conway  frefli  copies  of  them,  which 
he  had  on  the  3d  of  March  laid  before  the  king,  who 
had,  on  the  4th  inftant,  fubfcrft)ed  his  gracious  anfwer 
as  follows : 

GEORGE  R. 

Tkusty  und  welUbdoved>  we  greet  you  well.  We  being 
well  fatitfied  of  the  loy Jty  and  good  alFcdion  of  our  Artillery 
Company ;  and  being  therefore  willing  to  promote  the  welfare 
and  prefervation  of  it  in  its  ancient  good  order  and  difcipline,  have 
thought  fit  to  authorize  and  impowtr^  and  accordingly  do  hereby 
authorize  and  impower»  you^  frequently  to  exercife  our  (aid  Com- 
pany in  arms^  as  well  in  the  ground,  commonly  called  the  Artillery 
Grottiid,  near  Moorfields,  as  in  other  places  where  they  have  for- 
merly exercifed ;  and  we  do  hereby  likewife  give  you  full  power 
and  authority  to  hold  courts^  free  and  publick,  for  the  annual 
choice  of  office!  a^  and  other  occafionSj  as  may  be  ncceflary  and  re^ 
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%aifit€  for  the  better  government  of  the  faid.Compaofj  tcoording 
to  the  ancient  rules  and  practice  thereof^  in  fach  place  and  places^ 
and  at  fuch  time  and  timcF,  9s  hath  been  ufual :  We  Hkewife  re<- 
commend  unto  your  care  that  all  the  i^ommiflion-officera  of  onr 
trained  hsLnd$,  of  the  faid  city^  may -lift  themfelvea  members  of 
the  faid  foctety>  that  fo^  by  the  frequent  pra6Hee«f  arms^  accord- 
ing to  their  rules*  they  may  be  the  bet^^r  qualified  to  perform  their 
truft  in  their  refpedive  commands  |  and^  for  your  fo  doing,  this 
(hall  be  your  warrant ;  and  for,  your  further  encouragement,  we 
io  think  fit  to  declare  our  mod  dear  fon  George- A nguftus*Fre- 
dericki  prince  of  Wales,  captain*general  of  your  Company,  -and 
ihall  te&'iff  our  good  will  towards  you  on  al^  occafioos,  proper  for 
iM  to  exprefs  it  lUi  and  fo  we  hid  you  farewell. 

Given  at  our  Court  at  Su  James's, ,  the  4th  day  of  March 
1 766,  in  the  fixth  year  of  our  reign. 

By  His  Majcfty*8  Command, 

a  S.  CONWAY. 

His  majefty's  condefcenfion,  in  this  letter  patent, 
waSv  received  with  the  moft  grateful  feiifations  by  the 
whole  Company :  the  continuance  of  the  monarch's 
fanftion,  which  they  had  enjoyed  fdr  nearly  three 
centuries,  and  the  prefent  teftimony  of  their  native 
fovereign^  united  with  his  appointment  of  his  infant 
fon  as  their  captain-general,  infpired  them  with  new 
fentiments  of  allegiance  to  the  one,  and  of  affeftion 
to  the  other  j  and  while  they  refleded  upon  the  critical 
junfture  in  which  his  majefty  had  chofen  to  renew  all 
the  privileges  of  their  fociety,  they  cheriftied  with  al- 
moft  enthufiaftic  ardour  the  caufe  of  their  aiTociarioA, 
determined  to  verify  the  l^end  upon  their  banners, 
that  their  arms  fhould  at  all  times  be  the  maintenance 
of  peace,  "  Arma  pads  fulcra.^^ 

The  eleftions  for  the  prefent  year  were  deferred 
until  Julyj  when 

s4  Sir 
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&t  Robert  Ladbroke,  colonel  of  the  blue  regiment, 
.  was  chofen  prefident ; 

Sir  Thomas  Rawlinfon,  colonel  of  the  red,  vice- 
prefident ; 

Sir  Richard  Glyn,  bart.  colonel  rf  the  orange, 
^         treafurer ; 

Richard  Peers,  and  William  Cracraft,  efqrs,  alder- 
men, generals ; 

Barlow  Trecothick,  efq<  alderman  an4  fheriff,  lieu« 
teoant-geneml. 

The  court  of  lieutenancy  paid  to  the  treafurer 
450/.  J  of  which  fum  234/.  was  diftributed  among  the 
commiffioned  officers  of  the  London  militia,  who  had 
appeared  at.the  marches  in  1760,  and  two  following 
years  :  and  the  field  officers  of  the  fix  regiments  were 
chofen  to  be  a  committee,  to  be  prefent  at  the  diftri- 
bution,  and  were  empowered  to  retain  any  quarterage 
due  to  the  Company  for  the  prefent  year. 

Mr.  Dupree  prefented  an  union  .flag  for  the  ar-. 
moury. 

On  the  SOth  of  July,  the  Duke  of  Grafton  was  ap- 
pointfed  to  the  head  of  the  treafury,  in  the  room  of 
the  Marquis  6(  Rockingham ;  and  Lord  Shelbume  to 
be  fecretary  of  flate,  in  the  room  of  the  Buke  of  Rich- 
mond :  Lord  Camden  fucceeded  Lord  Northington  as 
lord  high  chancellor ;  Charles  Townfhend  as  chancellor 
of  the  exchequer,  inftead  of  Mr.  Dowdefwell ;  and 
Mr.  Ktt,  created  Vifcount  Pynfent  and  Earl  of  Chat- 
ham, became  lord  privy  feal.  The  popularity  of  the  late 
miniftry  was  confirmed,' by  their  retiring  without  place, 
penfion,  or  reverflon,  and  ^was  amply  teftified  by  ad- 
drefies  from  the  merchants  and  othei^  to  the  Marquis 
.    '    .      '  ■  of 
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of  Rockin^am,  Their  c^dminiftration  •*  was  a  period 
Ihort,  m(}eedy  but  truly  memorable  for  the  tioblef^ 
exertions  of  a  patriot  miniftry,  in  favour  of  the  d\U 
and  commercial  iiiterefts  of  thefe  kingdoms,  happilj 
difpelUng  the  threatening  clouds  which  hung*  over  us, 
^d  opening  a  fyftem  of  commerce,  liberal  and  ufeful^ , 
t)eyond  all  fonder  example  */* 

Sir  Robert  Kite  haying  been  chofen  to  b'e  loiti 
mayor  for  the  ^nfuing  year,  was  attended  by  the  Com* 
pany  on  the  ufual  proceflion  to  and  from  Weftminfter* 

The  fentimen'ts  of  all  the  powers  of  Europe  were  ftill 
devoted  to  peace.  The  ^^y  ^  his  fpeech  to  the  par<» 
Uament,  announced  that  their  general  diipofition  in* 
dicated  a  continuance  of  it^  that  it  was  his  eamefl:  d&i 
fire  to  preferve  the  common  tranquillity,  by  fulfilling, 
on  his  part,  all  the  engagements  he  was  imder  by 
|;reaties.;  that  the  many  regulations  which  they  had 
made  for  extending  and  promoting  the  trade  and  ma* 
nufadures  of  Great  Britain,  and  for  fettling  the  mo^ 
tual  intercourfe  with  the  plantations  in  fuch  a  manner 
ias  to  provide  for  the  improvement  of  the  colonies,  on 
a  plan  of  due  fubordinution  to  the  commercial  interefts 
of  the  mother  countty,  were  the  ftrong'eft  proofs  of 
their  equitable  and  comprehenfive  regard  to.  the  wel- 
fare of  all  his  dominions^  an  objed  truly  worthy  of  a 
Brttiih  parliament. 

Thefe  pacific  fentiments  i:onfequently  produced  a 
relaxation  in  the  military  exertions  of  the  people :  the 
appearances,  at  the  ufull  field-days,  and  marches  of 
the  Company,  were  much  reduced';  and  therefore  the 
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court  of  affiftants  folkited  the  lieutenanqr  ^ 
the  conuniflioQed  oflicers  and  fergeants  to 
thofe  oocafioxis  \  which  was  explained,  k>  intcBd 
to  reftrain  them  from  belonging  to  any  other 
fodety,  but  to  prevent  their  doing  duty  with  aay  cdwr 
corps  on  the  Company *s  days  of  march. 

The  extraordinary  high  price  of  all  articles  of  fBOr 
vifion,  and  the  fcarcity  of  wheat,  produced  fome  afam- 
tng  difturbances  in  fevend  parts  of  the  country  ;  te 
they  do  not  appear  to  have  called  for  the  power  of  tkb 
Company.,  An  embargo  was  laid  by  the  council  ob 
aU  ihips  laden  outwards  widi  com  or  flour ;  and  the 
government  took  the  mod  a£kive  meafurea,  with  die 
aid  of  the  magiftracy^  to  fui^refs  the  clamours  of 
want.  The  king  declared  thefe  tidings  to  his  par- 
liament in  November ;  at  the  fame  time  afluring  diem 
of  the  continuance  of  the  general  pofture  of  afliairs, 
and  that  his  own  purpofes  were  conftant  and  fixt  to 
maintain^  on  his  part,  the  public  Qanquillity  inviohte, 
and  to  fupport'  the  dignity  of  his  crown,  and  the  rights 
of  his  fubjeds :  the  juftice  and  wifdom  of  the  other 
great  powers  of  Europe  left  no  room  to  apprehend 
any  intentions  of  a  contrary  nature. 

1 767.  The  neceifities  of  the  poor  in  London  were 
met  by  the  prompt  liberality  of  the  }ord  mayor  and 
corporation:  1000/.  was  fubfcribed  by  the  dty 
chamber;  and  100/.  by  the  lord  mayor,  whofe  example 
effefted  the  hearty  concurrence  of  his  feUow-dtizens* 

The  city  fent  a  propofal  to  the  Company  to  felin- 
quifli  150  feet  from  eaft  to  weft  of  the  Garden,  in  order 
to  enable  them  to  agree  with  the  prebendary  of  Finf- 
bury  iat  the  renewal  of  their  leafe  for  the  prebendal 

eftate. 
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eftate,  part  of  which  compn&d  one  half  of  the  Anil- 
lery  Gard^ ;  but  the  Company  did  not  accede  to 
the  propofal. 

About  the  fame  time,  Mr.  Dingley's  fcheme,  for 
making  the  city  road  from  lilington  to  London,  through 
Finfbury  and  Moorgate  to  the  Manfion-houfe,  having 
excited  general  attention,  it  was  found  that  if  carried 
into  eSe&,  according  to  the  plan  propofed^  it  would 
take  away  the  whole  or  confiderable  part  of  the  Artil- 
lery Garden,  which  the  Company  were  therefore 
under  the  neceffity  of  inftrufting  their  folicitor  to 
of^fe. 

The  court  of  afliftants  recoUeding  that,  in  the  years 
1764  and  1765,  there  had  not  be^n  any  ele£Uons  of 
officers  while  the  Company  were  waiting  the  expeda- 
tion  of  the  king's  letter,  and  that  therefore  the  clerk 
had  beea  deprived  of  his  majefty's  annual  fee  of  ten 
guineas  for  a  return  of  the  eledion,  were  pleafed  to 
prefent  a  purfe  of  thirty  guineas  to  Mr.  Rackftrow  as  a 
compen&tion. 

The  ufe  of  the  Artillery  Ground  was  granted  to  the 
fix  regiments  on  certain  days  fpeciBed ;  and  alfo  that 
they  fliould  in  rotation  have  the  ufe  of  the  committee 
rooms^  pioneers  coats,  caps,  &c. 

The  eledions  were  held  on  the  1 6th  of  July,  and 
the  lame  chiefs  were  remvefted. 

The  Duke  of  York,  brother  to  his  majefty,  died  at 
Monaco  on  the  17th  of  Sept.  of  a  fever,  on  which  ac- 
count the  lord  mayor.  Sir  Robert  Kite,  went  in  a  pri- 
rate  manner  to  St.  Paul's  cathedral  on  the  5th  of  No- 
vember. 

A  difference  having  for  fome  years  fubfiiled  between 

the 
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the  Company  and  the  corps  of  Cripplegate  granadiefs, 
already  noticed,  it  was  at  this  time  happily  adjufled. 

Nov. — ^Jonathan^  Wathen,  efq.  having  been  fw 
many  years  paft  elefted  to  be  furgeon  to  this  Com- 
pany, refigned  his  office,  and  Mr.  Henry  Saffory,  jun* 
was  chofcn  by  the  court  to  fucceed  him. 

The  journeymen  weavers  again  affembled  in  a  riot- 
ous  manner,  cut  the  work  out  of  feveral  looms,  and 
committed  confiderable  other  damage^  on  account  of 
fome  redudion  in  the  prices  of  their  work.  The 
guards  were  fent  for  to  quell  their  proceedings  *. 

It  is  thus  to  be  lamented,  in  the  political  as  in  the 
moral  world,  that  the  paflions  which  were  intended  to 
be  a  fubordinate  part  of  our  nature,  and  to  find  exer- 
dfe  for  our  moral  powers,  ofteti  become,  through  the 
negledk  of  a  reafonable  feltgovemment,  the  defpots 
to  whofe  influence  we  yield,  and  under  whofe  flavery 
we  crouch.  They  keep  the  little  ftate  of  nian  in  a  per^ 
petual  commotion:  if  they  are  not  governed,  they 
foon  govern ;  they  fix,  in  the  very  core  of  the  heart, 
the  ftandard  of  rel)ellion  agiinft  Heaven  !• 

But  the  benefits  of  moderation  are  feldom  to  be 
found  among  men  whofe  habits  of  life  are  givoi  to  an 
undifguifed  expreflion  of  their  wants  and  their  diflikes } 
whofe  calls  for  daily  fubfiftence  confine  their  fenti- 
ments  to  their  feelings,  and  afford  them  no  leifure  for 
the  acquifition  or  improvement  of  <^inions,  whofe 
office  and  operation  is  the  enlargement  of  the  mind. 
The  perfons  above  mentioned  repeated  their  fbrmida- 
ble  fbuggle  in  the  month  of  November,  with  the  alarm- 

ing 
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ing  addirion  of  piftols  and  other  weapons  for  defiance  and 
attack:  their  jealoufy  was  roufed  by  their  poverty,  and 
they  divided  into  two  claiTes  of  the  fame  manufaSure; 
venting  againft  each  other  the  violence  of  intemperate 
and  unprovoked  revenge.  The  engine  weavers  were 
diarged  with  the  ruin  of  the  narrow  weavers,  because 
diey  could  complete  as  much  work  in  one  day  as  the 
latter  could  effeflt  in  a  week.  The  magiftrate  judici^ 
oufly  interfered,  before  the  threats  of  either  party  had 
been  aggravated  into  aftion,  thdugh  they  had  aflem^ 
bled  before  the  houfe  of  a  weaver  on  Saffron-hill,  with 
apparent  intent  to  deftroy  his  loom. 
'  In  December  following,  nearly  400  more  of  the 
lame  perlbns  alio  aifembled  in  Brick-lane,  to  de^roy  the 
loom  of  a  worfted-lace  weaver,  who  difperfed  on  theap^ 
pearance  of  a  party  of  guards  from  the  Tower.  A  iS- 
milar  jnob  aflembled  in  the  beginning  of  the  next  year,  ' 
which  oppofed  the  guards,  but  were  foon  compelled 
to  feparate.  They  were  diffinguiihed  by  the  name  of 
Single-handed  Weavers,  in  refentment  for  thdr  hav- 
ing deftroyed  fome  of  the  looms  and  works  of  the  en* 
gine  weavers  in  a  riotous  manner.  Three  men  were 
examined  by  the  magiftrates  iu  Whitechapel,  durbig 
which  time  the  joiCmeymen  affembled  in  a  body,  greater 
than  had  been  almoft  ever  known,  and  although  the 
guards  were  fent  for,  the  Single-handed  Weavers  cbx^ 
tied  off*  the  prifoners  in  triumph.  * 

1768.  In  January  the  king  declared  his  determina- 
tion to  fliorten  the  length  of  court  mournings,  which 
was  intended  to  relieve  their  wants,  and  a  very  large 
number  paraded  through  the  city  to  St.  James's,  ta 
expreis  their  thanks. 

2  It 
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It  was  the  bufmefs  of  the  firll  general  courts  after 
thefe  events,  to  exprefs  the  thanks  of  the  Company 
to  Thomas  Harley,  efq.  the  lord  mayor,  for  his  pni- 
dent  care  in  ordering  the  cannon  and  fmall  arms  to  be 
conveyed  to  the  Tower  for  fafe  cuftody.  Although 
thefe  thanks  were  voted,  yet  they  were  negatived  at 
the  enfuing  court ;  but  in  the  interval  Mr.  Orofe  had 
conveyed  to  his  lordfliip  the  fenfe  of  the  Company, 
as  firft  exprefled  *. 

In  popular  aflfemblies  it  is  the  oftenfible,  rather  than 
the  real  modves  of  pardes,^  which  are  difcovered  in 
their  debates  f. 

Complaints  univerfally  prevailed  againfl  the  lUence 
which  the  new  miniftry  had  preferved  on  the  important 
fub)e£b  of  the  high  price  of  provi(ions.  Lord  North, 
who  hs^d  fucceeded  Mr.  Townihend  as  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer,  was  obliged  to  fuflain  the  chief  part  of 
the  diflktisfadion  which  prevailed :  the  city  of  London 
had  prefented  an  aSeding  addrefs  to  the  parliament, 
and  the  weavers,  as  a  umted  body,  added  their  com- 
plaints,  in  a  petition  ftill  more  calculated  to  infpire  the 
moft  vigorous  attention.  The  proviflon  bills  of  the 
laft  feilion,  both  in  regard  to  importation  and  exporta- 
tion, \were  continued,  fome  of  them  amended,  and 
a  new  ad  pafled  for  the  importation  of  wheat  and 
flour  from  Africa ;  thefe  were  renewed  at  the  feifion  in 
the  fpring ;  the  thanks  of  parliament  were  expreffed 
to  the  crown,  for  having  interpofed  the  royal  au- 
thority in  fupprefling  the  riotous  proceedings  of  thofe 
who  had  clamoured  for  bread  \  and  at  the  fame  time 
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the  Honfe  of  CoimiKHis  voited  their  thanks  to  die  lord 
mayor,  for  his  vigilant  :!did  adive  conduft  in  fupport 
of  the  lavrs,  and  for  the  prefen^adon  of  the  public 
peace;  after  which  their  Ihort  feffion  terminated  by  an 
adjournment.  The  difcontent  of  thefe  poor  men  flill 
continued.  "The  lord  mayor  requefted  that  the  locks 
ihould  be  taken  oflTthe  Company's  finaii  arms,  fo  as  to 
preyeit  dieir  foiling  into  the  hands  of  the  rioters,  who 
feemed  only  to  want  arms  to  carry  their  inveteracy  into 
public  anarchy.  He  applied  to  North,  the  Com* 
pany's  armourer,  for  %he  keys  of  the  prefles  whert 
the  arms  were  deposited,  which  North  refufed  td  de« 
liver  ;  and  the  court  of  lieutenancy  having  been  made 
acquainted  with  this  condud^  ordered  their  annual 
payment  of  150/.  to  be  fufpended,  until  ike  mayor 
was  fatisfied  of  what  they  were  pleaTed  to  denominate 
a  contempt. 

The  court  of  afliftants  were  alarmed  at  ^e  ferious 
manner  in  which  this  affair  was  likely  to  be  felt,  and 
therefore  difmiffed  the  armourer,  refdnded  the  nega- 
tive which  had  been  put  upon  the  reiblution  of  thanks 
to  the  lord  mayor,  and  affirmed  the  firft  motion  above 
ftated.  Still  doubts  operated  very  ftrongly  in  the 
minds  of  many  zealous  members  of  the  Company, 
how  far  any  lord  mayor  could  claim  a  right,  or  pot 
feifed  dther  the  power  or  propriety  of  ufing'  this  au- 
thority over  the  fociety,  without  any  order  of  court; 
and  therefore  the  queftion  was  agitated  with  much 
attention,  and  the  court  finally  refolved,  that  the  lord 
mayor  for  the  tmie  being,  the  prefident,  vice-prefident, 
or  treafurer,  might  in  times  oi  public  difturbance  in 
the  dty  or  neighbourhood,  by^order  in  writing,  jointly 

or 
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or  TeveraUy^  caiife  fuch  cannon  and  fm^  arms  a^ 
belong,  to  the  Company  to  be  removed  from  the  ar- 
moury houfe  to  the  Tqwer,  dr  fuch  other  place  as  he 
or  they  might  judge  moft  prudent  for  fafe  cuftody^ 
diere  to  remain,  till  fuch  difturbance  be  at  an  end^ 
"  lie  ordering  a  court  of  aififtants  to  be  called  within 
forty-eight  hours  after  fuch  removal, 

Mr«  Wilkes  having  fome  time  fince  returned  to 
England,  ^ame  a  candidate  to  reprefent  the  city  in 
parliament  at  the  general  de&ion,  which  was  appoint- 
ed for  the  16th  of  Maixh,  and  though  he  was  the  laft 
on  the  poll,  yet  he  feemed  to  be  the  darUng  of  the  popu^ 
lace;    The  legal  adjudications  of  outlawry  were  fliU 
fianding  againft  him,  which  he  promifed  to  do  away»  by 
m  pedbnal  appearance  in  the  enfuing  Term,  and  a  let- 
ter was  circulated,  as  a  copy  of  an  original^  written 
to  the  king,  in  which  he  complained  of  the  haHh  treat- 
ment lie  had  received  from  the  minifters,  and  attefted 
his  zeal  for  his  majefty.     On  the  28th,  Sir  William 
Beauchamp  ProAer,  and  Mr.  Wilkes,  wereretumed^ 
by  a  great  majority,  as  knights  of  the  (hire  for  the 
county,  of  Middlefex ;  a  greater  concouife  of  people 
nei'er  poured  out  of  the  metropolis  fince  the  expefted 
earthquake,  in  1750,  above  noticed.     Such  numbers 
fekiom  tetum  quietly  home,   and  efpecially  when 
fluihed  with  fuccels;   but  they  were  a[^;ravated  to 
diforder  by  a  banner  difplayed  by  the  party  of  Mr« 
Cooke,  the  unfuccefsful  candidate,  on  which  were  thjc 
words,  ^^  Nq  blafphemer."     Illuminations  were  de- 
manded at  night,  from  the  eaft  to  the  well  end  of  the 
town  ;  the  Manfion-houfe,  and  others  which  did  not 
obey  the  call,  were  die  fcene  of  riot,  and  their  windows 

and 
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'  and  furniture  fuffered  the  confequent  demolition.  *  Mr. 
Wilkes's  party  difperfeda  hand-bill,  foliciting  tranquil- 
lity ;  the  guards  were  called  out  on  duty;  the  Company 
had  notice  to  be  in  readinefs ;  and  th.^  corporation,  on 
the  following  day,  publiihed  a  fpirited  refolution,  for  the 
profecution  of  the  offenders,  ^Hrith  a  reward  of  50/.  on 
conviftion. 

^Thefe  popular  commotions  did  not  tend  to. tran- 
quillize the  minds  of  the  citizens,  whofe  alarm  at  the 
tumult  of  the  weavers  had  fcarcely  fubfided.  The 
fpirit  of  diflatisfadion  feemed  at  this  time  to  fpread ; 
for  the  coal-heavers  rofe  tumultuouily  at  Wapping ; 
and  the  enemies  to  inoculation  deftroyed  the  houfe ' 
opened  by  Mefirs.  Sutton  and  Bond,  near  Peter- 
borough, and  obliged  them  to  decamp. 

Mr.  Wilkes  having,  on  the  20th  of  April,  furren- 
dered  himfelf  to  the  court  of  King's  Bench,  his  cafe 
was  ably  argued,  and  the  attorney-general  moved  for 
his  immediate  commitment.  But  the  judges  did  not 
concur  in  this  motion,  as  he  was  not  brought  into 
court  by  the  proper  writ  of  capias  utlagatum^  which 
might  have  been  executed ;  but  as  he  appear^  g^^^^ 
they  recorded  that  appearance.  The  concourfe  of 
people  who  met  him  with  acclamations  committed  no 
diibrder ;  every  precaution  had  be;  n  tak*  ti  by  the 
guards,  and  by  the  civil  authority,  who  wjrc  kept  in 
readinefs  till  two  o'clock  in  the  iblbwinu'  laoniing; 
but  the  fennent  could  not  he  expefteJ  fo  iu JJ<:^i:1y  to 
fubfide.  On  the  fcilowinj^  day  the  hijrh  price  of  pro- 
viiions  was  the  next  fubjecl  relbrtod  to  for  public  aliirm; 
a.  half-peijny  loaf,  covered  with  bhck  crape,  was  hung 
up  at  feveral  paru.  of  the  Royal  Exchange,  with  an 
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infcription/ Calculated  to  keep  alive  Complaint ;  aiid, 
at  length,  was  nailed  up  at  the  north  fide  of  the  build- 
ing, and  there  left  for  the  infpeftion  of  the  people. 

Whil6  the  populace  were  thus  employed  in  recapi* 
tulating  their  grievances,  Mr.  Wilkes  was  taken  in  exe- 
cution upon  the  outlawry,  ind  the  court,  on  the  27th, 
were  under  the  neceffity  of  refufing  to  admit  him  to 
baiL  He  was  ordered  into  cuflody ;  but  in  his  way 
to  the  King's  Bench  prifon  the  populace  refcued  him, 
and  he  afterwards  privately  fun'endered  himfelf. 

A  few  days  tranquillity  had  fcarcely  elapfed,  before 
another  affemblage  in  Stepney  Fields,  of  2000  failors, 
of  outward-bound  fhips,  demanded  an  increafe  of 
wages,  and  marched  to  Wimbledon  Common,  to  make 
their  claims  known  to  his  majefty,  at  a  review.  A 
body  of  watermien,  on  the  9th  of  May,  made  fimi- 
lar  demands  to  the  lord  mayor ;  the  journeymen 
alfo  caught  the  contagion,  demanding  an  increafe  of 
wages ;  and  in  the  evening  a  large  mob  aflembled  be« 
fore  the  Manfion-houfe,  carrying  a  gallows,  with  a 
boot  and  petticoat  hanging  upon  it.  Some  of  {he 
ringleaders  were  fecured,  and  the  reft  difperfed.  The 
fawyers  and  the  coalheavers  next  took  their  part  in  the 
general  fpirit  of  affray.  An  uproar  at  the  walls  of 
the  King's  Bench  prifon  followed,  in  which  Allen  loft 
his  life.  The  council  ifTued  a  proclamation  for  fup-. 
preiling  riots  and  unlawful  aifemblies^  which  notwith* 
ftanding  feemed  to  increafe. 

On  the  8th  of  May  the  outlawry  againft  Mr. Wilkes 
was  reverfed  }  but  he  was  afterwards  fentenced  to  two 
fines  of  500/.  each,  as  author  of  the  North  Briton^ 
No.  45,  and  of  the  Effay  on  Woman,  and  two  years 
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ilnprifonment :  and  a  writ  of  error  wai  immediately 
applied  for  on  the  principal  ground  of  an  alteration 
in  the  record  of  the  word  '*  purport"  to  the  word 
**  tenor/'  by  a  judge's  order. 

On  the  !26th  of  June  the  weavers  committed  more 
violent  depredations,  and  an  or  :^cr  of  council  was  ifllied, 
offering  a  reward  of  aoo/.  on  difcovery  of  the  ofFendc  s 
who  deflroyed  a  loom  of  Mr.  Herbert,  in  Stcward- 
ftreet :  another  riling  took  place  on  the  20th  of  Auguft. 
The  King  of  Denmark,  in  his  tour  of  Europe,  ar- 
rived in  London  on  the  12th  of  Auguft  j  and  on  the 
23d  of  September  dined  at  the   Manfion -houfc  with 
Sir  Robert  Lad  broke,   locum  tenens    for   the   lord 
mayor,  his  lordftiip  being  in  Jifpofed.     Upon  this  oc- 
cafionthe  corporation  were  defirous  of  (hewing  every  ' 
poflible  refped  to  his  Danifh  majefty,  and  therefore 
made  their  arrangements  with  peculiar  attention.     A 
committee  was   appointed  to  condudl  the   ceremo* 
nies  and  entertainment  of  the  day,  who  applied  to 
this  Company  to  requeft  their  afRftance.     The  Com- 
pany was  divided- into  two  detachments  j  one  attended 
his  majefty  at  his  embarkation  at  Wcftminfler,  and 
the  other  received  him  at  his  landing  at  the  T^emple, 
and  conduced  him  with  the  proccflion  of  the  nobility, 
aldermen,  and  fherifis,   to  the  Manfion-houfe.     He 
cook  his  -feat  in  the  ftate  coach,  on  the  right  hand  of 
the    locum   tenens.      The  committee  returned   their 
thanks  to  the  Company  for  this  duty,  which  they 
acknowledged  had  been  done  gre:tly  to  the  dignity 
of  the  metropolis,  had  gahied   the   aj^probation    of 
their  fellow  citizens  in  general,  and  they  prcfcnted 
70/.  to  the  trcafurer;  to  be  difiributed  amongft  them. 
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In  the  mean  time  Mr.  Wilkes  prepared,  and  foon 
after  prefcnted,  a  petition  to  parliament,  which  pro- 
duced an  order  for  the  return  of  all  the  records  and 
proceedings  for  examination:  his  complaint  was 
deemed  frivolous  s  and  a  letter,  which  he  had  ad- 
drefled  to  the  magiftrates  of  Surrey  upon  occafion 
of  the  murder  of  Allen,  in  St.  George's  Fields,  was 
adjudged  a  libel  $  which  refblutions,  after  very  warm 
debates,  were  followed  by  expulfion,  and  a  new  writ 
ifllied  on  February  2d. 

1769*  His  cafe  excited  the  general  intcreft  of 
all  ranks,  who  (lamped  it  with  the  name  of  per* 
iecucion.  He  was  reelefled,  and  the  commons  ad- 
judged him  incapable  for  that  feffion.  But  be  was 
afterwards  twice  returned ;  and  the  latter  of  the  re- 
turns was  altered  by  command  of  the  houfc,  by  eraling 
the  name  of  Mr.  Wilkes,  and  inferting  that  of  Mr. 
Luttrell,  his  opponents 

On  the  9th  of<May,  the  day  after  this  final  decifion, 
the  parliament  was  prorogued,  and  great  approbation 
was  expreiled  in  the  fpeech  from  the  throne  of  the 
whole  conduct  of  parliament. 

During  thefe  tranfadlions,  Mr.  Wilkes  had  been 
ele&ed  an  alderman  of  London,  and  a  large  fubfcrip- 
tion  was  raifed  to  reimburfe  the  fufPerings  he  had  un- 
dergone in  the  public  caufc.  The  principal  peribcs 
who  oppofed  him  were  very  roughly  handled  by  a  riot- 
ous  mob  in  their  way  to  St.  James%  widi  a  loyal  ad- 
drcfs,  on  the  22d  of  March. 

In  the  enfuing  month  of  May,  the  court  of  lieute- 
nancy fufpended  their  annual  piyment  to  the  Com- 
s  pany,. 


CH.  XII.  Geo.  Ill — An.  1769.  277 

pany,  which  produced  the  following  memorial^  ex- 
plaining the  grounds  of  that  cuftom: 

To  the  Right  Honourable  the  Lord  Mayory  and  the  reftofhli 
Majefty's  Comiffioncrs  of  Lieutenancy  for  the  City  of  London. 

The  Memorial  and  ReprepreferUation  of  a  Coutt  of  Afftftanti  oftht 
Artilleiy  Company ^  held  at  thiir  Armoury ^  in  the  Artilhry 
Ground^  on  Tuefday,  the  zdDay  of  May  1769. 

Shbwetb, 

That  the  honourable  court  of  lieutenancy  haa  been 
pleafed  for  fifty  years  paft  to  allow  the  fum  of  150/.  per  annum  to 
the  Artillery  Company,  out  of  which  fum  the  faid  Company,  pur- 
fuant  to  the  refolntiona  of  this  court,  has  always  paid  78/.  per  an* 
num  to  thofe  commiifioned  officers  of  the  cicy  militia  who  have  per« 
formed  duty  on  the  public  marches  of  the  Company. 

That  the  other  moiety,  being  72/.  per  annum,  is  expended  like- 
wife^  according  to  the  order  of  this  honourable  court,  in  providing 
arms,  powder,  and  in  in  ft  rusting  the  fergeants  of  the  militia  in  the 
art  military,  and  paying  their  quarterage. 

That  this  honourable  court  was  pleafed,  on  the  28th  day  of  June 
J 768,  to  make  an  order  for  fufpending  the  payment  of  the  afore- 
mentioned annual  fum  of  150/.  though  this  court  has  fince  been 
pka&d  in  part  to  revoke  that  order,  by  the  payment  of  the  arrears 
of  the  commiffioned  officers,  amounting  to  78/.  per  annum,  which 
the  Artillery  Company  retains  a  grateful  fenfe  of. 

That  there  ftiU  remains  unpaid  the  arrears  of  72/.  per  annum, 
wBich  had  been  ufually  given  to  the  Artillery  Company  for  the  pur- 
pofes  above  mentioned,  which  your  memoriali As  beg  leave  to  repre- 
fent  to  this  court  would  be  of  great  fervice  to  the  Artillery  Com« 
pany  in  the  prefent  date  of  their  finances,  aF,  upon  the  fuppofition  ' 
that  this  court  would  oider  the  money  as  ufual,  the  Company 
have  been  at  great  expenfes  in  the  feveral  years  for  which  the  ar-' 
rears  are  not  paid,  in  providing  arms,  ammunition,  and  Jn  infiruft* 
log^  the  fergeants,  and  likewife  in  paying  them  file-money  upon  the 
public  marches  of  the  Company. 

Your  memorialiits  beg  leave  to  mention  that  tie  prefent  fergeants 
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of  the  millti^  are  perfons  of  reputation,  who  in  gfeneral  underfland 
their  duty^  and  behave  in  every  refpeft  as  men  and  foldiera. 

Therefore  your  nnemorialiils  pray  that  the  honourable  court 
v'ill  take  the  premifes  into  confideration,  and  will  be  pleafed  to 
order  the  pay  men  c  of  the  arrears  of  72/.  per  annum,  and  hunably 
hope  it  may  be  eon  tin ued  in  future,  as  they  will  ever  prove  faithful 
fle wards,  and  will  fpare  no  cod  or  expenfe  in  inftrufling  the  fcr- 
gcants,  who  are  the  life  of  every  corps  in  the  profeffion  of.fol- 
die  rs. 

Signed  by  Order  of  a  Court  of  Affiftants  of  the  Artillery 
Company,  this  2d  day  of  May  1769. 

BENJAMIN  RACKSTROW,  Clerk. 

Until  the  court  of  lieutenancy  fhould  return  an  an- 
fwer  to  this  memorial,  it  was  ordered  by  the  coutt 
.  of  afliftant?,  that  their  fcrgcants  fhould  not  be  Sum- 
moned to  take  their  leads,  but  that  the  next  in  rotacion 
Ihould  be  fummoncd  in  their  ftead.  And  on  the 
queftion  of  right  it  was  afterwards  refolved,  that  the 
72/.  was  in  lieu  of  quarterage,  and  other  purpofes,  and 
that  they  had  no  right  to  t^ke  their  lead  while  the 
lieutenancy  withheld  their  quarterage ;  and  therefore 
it  was  ordered,  that  the  next  commiffioned  officers 
fhould  be  fummoned  in  their  (lead.  After  this  refo- 
lution,  no  f.rgeant  was  fummoned  until  the  3d  of 
Auguft}  and  it  being  cuftomary  for  every  alderman, 
when  appointed  to  be  colonel  of  a  regiment  of  the 
jnilitia,  to  take  a  lead  in  the  Company,  Alderman 
Harley  therefore  was  requcfted  fo  to  do  ;  but  he  de- 
clined it,  until  afcer  the  court  of  lieutenancy,  which 
was  expeftcd  to  meet  in  September  or  Odlober;  and 
Captain  Willis,  who  was  chofen  to  take  a  lead,  de- 
clined it  until  Colonel  Harley  had  lead. 

Application  was  made  to  Sir  Robert  Ladbroke, 
4  the 
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the  prcfidcnt,  to  call  a  general  court  of  the  Company 
for  the  annual  ckaion,  but  he  thought  fit  to  decline 
his  compliance,  which  produced  the  following  re- 
monltrance  from  the  court : 

To  Sir  Robert  Ladbroke,   Knight,  Prefident  of  the  Artillery 
Company, 

At  a  court  of  afliftants  held  at  the  Armour7>  Sept.  21, 
the  committee  reported*  that  they  had,  according  to  our  order,  wait- 
ed on  your  worihip  a  fecond  time^  agreeable  to  your  own  appoint* 
m<;nt,  to  defire  you  would  pleafe  to  fix  on  a  day  to  hold  a  general 
court  of  the  Artillery  Company  5  but  to  our  great  concern  we  are 
Informed  by  them,  that  you  chought  proper  to  refufc  our  requeft 
by  further  poilponing  that  bufinefs  to  an  uncertain  time.  What* 
CTcr,  Sir,  can  be  the  real  caufe  is  bed  known  to  yourrelf>  more 
cfpecialiy  at  this  time,  when  affairs  of  the  utmoll  confequence 
make  it  abfolutely  n^ceifary. 

Be  affured^  Sir,  we  retain  the  higheft  fenfe  of  your  honour,  can- 
dour, and  impartiality,  and  cannot  pofDbly  be  perfuaded  to  think 
fuch  delay  can  proceed  merely  and  entirely  from  your  own  aft 
and  inclination  ^  and  happy  fhould  we  think  ourfelves  (if  prejudice 
has  forced  its  w^y  to  your  ear)  to  be  permitted  an  opportunity 
fairly  and  openly  to  face  whatever  private  in^nuations  may  have 
lodged  again  ft  us, 

Confcious  we  are  (according  to  the  bcft  of  our  knowledge)  of 
having  a6ied  nowife  inconfiftent  with  the  fundamental  laws  eila- 
bliflied  for  the  good  order  and  government  of  this  Company,  and 
that  all  our  proceedings  have  been  entirely  and  alonp  from  a  princi- 
ple of  confcienceand  juflice,  endeavounng  to  fupport^  defends  and 
maintain  its  laws,  privileges,  and  ft  anchifes,  and  no  longer  than 
thus  we  a6t  do  we  wifli  or  defire  to  exift. 

Pardon  us.  Sir,  nor  thitik  we  are  too  bold  (as  we  find  ourfelves 
under  the  neceflity.)  if  we  inform  you,  that  this  court  is  empowered, 
by  a  variety  of  accudomary  precedents,  to  appoint  or  call  a  general 
one,  on  the  ufVial  time  and  occafion,  without  any  previous  notice 
being  given  to  the  chiefs,  the  clerk  then  being  ordered  to  wait  on 
thctni  to  crave  their  attendance  ;  but  the  duty  and  affe^ion  we 

T  4  avowedly 
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• 

avowedly  profcfii  to  you.r  worihip»  the  great  honour  we  tbiak  con* 
ferred  on  us,  by  having  the  father  of  the  city  ac  our  head,  will  not 
fuffer  U8  precipitately  to  avail  ourfelves  by  fuch  precedents,  but 
have^  in  the  nioft  condefcending  and  affectionate  manuer,  always 
fubmitted  ourfelves,  and  ftill  defire  fo  to  do,  to  your  determi* 
nation. 

Therefore  we  once  more  earneftly  defire  you  mVHL  be  pleafed  to 
grant  our  requeft,  and  order  that  a  day  may  be  immediately  fixed 
on  for  holding  a  general  court ;  but  (hould  that  not  be  your  pleafore, 
hope  you  theB  will  favour  us  with  your  determination  (as  it  is  our 
own  finceredeiire  to  avoid  giving  you  the  leail  offence),  whether 
it  may  be  agreeable  to  you  that  we  purfue  fuch  methods  as  have 
been  heretofore  made  ufe  of,  confiftent  with  the  honour,  cuftom, 
and  ufage  pradifed  and  eftablifhed  by  virtue  of  his  majedy'a  letter, 
and  thofe  of  his  predeceffors,  for  the  regulation  and  government 
of  the  Honourable  Artillery  Company. 

Signed  by  Order  of  Court,  this  ad  day  of  OAober  1769. 

BENJAMIN  RACKSTROW,  Clerk. 

The  prcfidcnt  having  fignificd  to  the  clerk,  who 
waited  on  him  with  this  letter,  that  he  would  not 
call  a  general  court  until  the  court  of  lieutenancy  had 
met :  the  court  of  ailiitants  ordered  a  general  court 
to  be  fummoned  on  the  i6th  of  Odober,  on  which 
day  they  reelefted 

Sir  Robert  Ladbroke,  prcfident ; 

Sir  Thomas  Rawlinfon,  vice -prcfident  5  and 

Sir  Richard  Glynn,  bart.  treafurer,  &c. 

On  the  loth  ot  November  a  verdift  was  found 
for  Mr.  Wilkes  againft  Lord  Halifax,  for  ieizing  his 
papery  and  his  imprifonment  under  his  general  war* 
rant,  with  4000/.  damages,  which  were  paid  by  the 
public  trcafury. 

On  the  iSth  of  December,  another  tumultuous  af- 

fcmbly 
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Tembly  of  weavers  excited  new  alarm  in  the  city,  and 
a  party  of  guards  arrived  as  far  as  Moorficlds  ;  but 
Mr.  Beckford^  lord  mayor,  dcfired  chem  not  to  come 
further  iftto '  the  city,  as  he .  hoped  to  prcfervc  the 
peace  by  the  civil  power. 

1770.  The  new  year  opened  with  the  ferious  eC- 
fefts  of  the  very  oppofing  fenfations  which  had  been 
created  by  the  proceedings  concerning  the  Middlefer 
eleftion  towards  its  fuccclsful  and  popular  candidate. 
Redreis  of  grievances  was  the  univerfal  fpirit  of  the 
whole  people  5  the  cry  of  liberty  and  right  ftruck 
a  deep  tone  upoo  the  ear  of  the  miniftry,  which 
they  were  not  well  prepared  to  filence  j  and  the  re* 
fignation  of  the  Duke  of  Grafton  excjlcd  the  furptife 
of  his  friends  andof  hisenemiesl  The  Houfe  of  Com-* 
mons,  upon  an  inquiry  into  the  ftate  of  the  nation, 
approved,  by  an  amendment  of  an  original  motion,  all 
that  had  been  done  in  the  Middlcfex  elcftion,  which 
put  that  matter  to  reft.  It  would  be  travelling  too 
far  from  thcdcfign  of  this  work  to  purfuc  tkcfc  intc- 
refting  mcafures  in  their  various  details  i  and  I  con- 
fcfs  that  i  leave  them  with  regret,  while  my  duty  con- 
fl  rains  me  to  touch  only  on  thofe  points  which  afied- 
cd  the  meafures  adopted,  or  the  progrcfs  purfucd  by 
our  Company. 

On  the  17th  of  March,  Mr.  Wilkes  was  releafed 
from  prifon,  at  th^  expiration  of  his  lentencci  and 
withdrew  with  his  daughter  into  Kent.  This  pro- 
duced an  univerfal  joy ;  illuminations  and  bonfires 
prevailed  almoft  throughout  the  country ;  and  on  the 
a4th  of  the  following  month  he  was  (worn  into  the 

court  of  aldermen* 

The 
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The  queftion  which  ha(5  for  a  confiderablf  time  agi-» 
fated  the  Company  and  the  court  of  lieuDfcnancy,  a$ 
to  the  right  of  the  fergcant's  voting  ^t  general  courts, 
was  nwde  of  too  much  importance  to  be  fufFered  to 
reft  without  any  dccifion  j  and  therefore,  confider- 
ing  the  d^lay  which  had  been  ufcd  in  the  preceding 
year  by  the  preQdent  in  calling  a  court,  when  left 
wholly  to  his  difcretion,  the  court  of  afliftapts  came 
to  the  determination  of  fixipg  a  day,  in  the  moft 
handlbme  terms,  confiftcnt  with  their  rcfpcdt  to 
})im.    Afid  tbu3, 

On  the  20th  of  April  1770,  Major- General 
Thorpe,  James  Sj^wbridge,  efq.  fheriff,  and  twenty-five 
other  members  of  the  court,  affepibled  at  the  armoury, 
and  ordered  a  general  court  to  be  called  for  the  10th  of 
May,  or  any  other  intermediate  day  that  fliould  be  more 
agreeable  to  the  prefident ;  on  which  d^ty  the  prefident 
took  the  chair,  when  he  was  reelefted;  Sir  Richard 
Glynn,  bart.  was  elefted  yice-prefident ;  and  William 
Beckford,  efq.  lord  mayor,  was  elected  treafurer ;  John 
Kirkman  and  John  Wilkes,  efq.  aldermen,  generals ; 
Thomas  Halifax,  and  James  Roffeter,  efq.  aldermen, 
lieutenant-generals,  &c.  &c. ;  but  fome  alterations  were 
made  amongft  feveral  of  the  members  of  the  court 
upon  a  poll  and  fubfequent  fcrutiny.  The  lord  mayor, 
aldermen,  IherifFs,  and  all  members  being  peers  or 
knights,  were  elefted  on  the  honorary  court  of  af- 
fiftants  *. 

.  The  legality  of  the  fergeants  voting  at  the 
court  was  abfolutely  and  finally  determined  in  their 
favour  t- 

•  Court  Book.  f  Annual  Register. 
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Gn  the  2lft  June  died  William  Beckford,  efq.  lord 
mayor,  treafurer  of  the  Company ;  a  man  of  firm  in- 
tegrity and  undaunted  courage  in  the  career  df  the 
mbft  arduous  public  duties  :  of  his  political  condufi: 
there  will  be  various  opinions  as  long  as  men  can 
vary  on  the  higheft  principles  of  government.  The 
nice  line  where  obedience  is  due,  and  where  it  ihould 
(lop,  lead,  it  muft  be  confeifed,  to  difcuflions  and  to 
jneafures  which  tend  to  excite  more  ardour  than  pru- 
4ence,  more  of  the  fpirit  of  refiftance  than  of  con- 
ciliation ;  ^d  the  honed  mind  will  often  revolt  at  a 
principle  whofe  objeft,  when  reduced  to  a£lion,  might 
have  favoured  the  caufe  which  ftrong  neceffity  was. 
urgent  to  proteft.  Mr.  Beckford  was  warm  in  his 
remonilrance  and  fore  in  his  abhorrence  of  public 
grievance ;  but  pofterity  muft  ever  honour  his  me- 
mory  with  veneration,  when  they  reflefl:  that  he 
never  loft  fight  of  his  own  duty,  nor  ever  leaped  the 
barrier  of  allegiance  and  refpeft:  as  his  life  was 
honourable,  his  death  will  be  recorded  with  tears  of 
gratitude. 

Barlow  Trecothick,  efq.   was  chofen  to  fucceed 

him,  and  a  ftatue  was  immediately   ordered  to  be 

ereded  at  the  weft  end  of  Guildhall,  to  perpetuate 

his  menjiory,  with  his  celebrated  fpeech  to  his  m^ 

jefty. 

On  the  21ft  of  July,  the  court  of  affiftants  eleSed 
Sir  William  Stephenfon  to  the  office  of  their  trea^ 
furer. 

The  public  meafures  which  have  been  above  alluded 
to,  produced  from  obvious  caufes  a  confiderable  accef^ 
of  members  \  feveral  new  regulations  were  made  for 

the 
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the  internal  government  of  the  Company;  the 
exerdfe  which  had  been  very  generally  adopted  in 
die  army  was  propofed,  and  fergeants  retained  for 
the  inftrudion  of  the  battalion.  The  court  of  lieute« 
nancy  ordered  their  arrears  to  be  paid;  but  they 
refcinded  in  March  fo  much  of  their  order  of  22d 
July  1719  as  direded  that,  towards  providing  arms, 
powder,  &c:  and  for  the  attendance  of  the  fergeants 
and  drum-beaters  of  the  Company,  at  fuch  time  as 
the  field  officers  of  the  regiments  might  think  fit  to 
difcipUne  thofe  under  their  refpe£tive  commands, 
72/.  per  annum  fhould  be  allowed  to  the  Company ;  on 
this  further  confideration,  that  all  the  fergeants  fhould 
be  permitted  to  enter,  and  continue  themfelves  of 
the  Company  without  being  obliged  to  pay  any  other 
;  expenfe  for  quarterage,  or  otherwife,  than  Is.  to  the 
clerk,  and  6//.  to  the  beadle,  at  their  entrance.  The 
court  difpenfed  with  the  attendance  of  two  of  the 
court  of  lieutenancy^  who  were  to  be  propofed  as 
members  of  the  Company;  and  on  reading  their 
letter,  informing  thenji  of  the  above  order  being 
refcinded,  they  direfted  that  all  members  wlio  were 
fergeants  of  the  militia,  fhould  pay  2s.  per  annum 
quarterage,  2j.  6//.  at  entrance,  and  1j.  6d.  on 
entering  with  any  new  commander ;  which  fiibjed  was 
referred  for  the  confideration  of  the  whole  Company 
at  a  general  court  on  the  21  ft,  where  it  was  fully 
refolved. 

The  colt's  feaft  was  ordered  to  be  given  by  the 
five  fenior  members,  who  had  not  entertained  the 
fjotnpany  on  their  firfl  entering  the  court. 

It  became  elTemially  neceffary  that  the  way  fhould 

be 
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be  made  clear  for  calling  general  courts,  and  there* 
fore  it  was^  refolved  that  either  of  the  two  major 
generals,  or  feven  of-  the  afliftants,  fhould  have  that 
power  upon  the  refufal  of  the  three  chiefs. 

The  qualification  of  a  captain  of  grenadiers  was 
fixed  to  be  a  commiflion  in  the  militia. 

Some  general  opinion  and:  rumour  of  a  foreign 
war  had  obtained  confiderable  attention  about, the 
time,  and  even  previous  to  th6  rifing  of  parliament  ^ 
our  unhappy  intefUne  divifions,  which  had  gradually 
fpread  into  almofl  every  part  of  the  Britiih  empire^ 
had  fo  much  engaged  the  attention  of  government, 
that  little  regard  had  been  paid  to  our  foreign 
interefb :  thus  convulfed  at  home,  and  in  a  (late  of 
altercation  and  even  contention  with  our  colonies, 
which  had  already  been  produftive  of  the  moft  alarms 
ing  appearances,  it  was  not  to  be  fappofed,  from 
the  known  fyftems  of  policy  eftablifhed  and  prac« 
tifed  by  rival  ftates,  that  fuch  open  opportimities 
of  advantage  would  be  overlooked  by  our  natural  or 
acquired  enemiesu  The  Earl  of  Chatham  and  the 
Duke  of  Richmond  in  particular,  gave  their  opinions 
of  a  fpeedy  rupture ;  and  our  people,  being  warned  to 
depart  from  the  Falkland  Iflands,  was  generally  con- 
fidered  as  little  lefs  than  a  declaration  of  war.  Thaf 
fire  in  the  dock-yard  at  Poitfmouth  increafed  the  ap- 
prehenfion ;  the  fire  at  Peterfburgh  at  the  fame  time 
combined  to  ndfe  almofl  a  convi^on  of  th^  plots  of 
our  enemies,  and  fome  fhips  were  immediately  put 
into  commiffion.  The  people  of  Great  Britain  are 
naturally  fond  of  war,  to  which  they  are  prompted  as 
well  by  the  natural  fearleiihefs  of  their  temper  as 

from 
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from  a  high  and  martial  pride,  arifing  from  a  fenfe 
of  that  glory  which,  during  fo  long  a  fucceffion  of 
ages,  they  have  acquired   and   maintained  in  every 
quarter  of  the  world.     Hence  fprings  a  quick  fenfe  of 
the  national  dignity,  and  the  utmoft  impatience  of 
any  thing  that  looks  like  an  affront,  or  that  feems  in  any 
degree  a  dimunirion  of  its  honour.  From  hence  alfo  has 
arifen  that  frequent  oppofition  in  opinion,  which  has  fo 
often  occurred  in  this  country  upon  matters  of  war  and 
peace,  between  the  miniflers  and  the  people,  in  which 
the  former  have  undoubtedly,  at  certain  times,  been 
guided  by  principles  very  diftinft  from  thofe  which 
influenced  the  latter;    and  never  were  they  more 
divided  than  at  the  prefent  period.    The  navy  was 
found  to  be  in  a  very  bad  condition,  and  the  guard- 
ihips  were  faid  to  be  neai'ly  as  deficient  in  the  due 
complement  of  men,  as  they  were  defedUve  in  every 
other  article.   The  manning  of  the  navy  met  with  dif- 
ficulties, the  feamen  (hewed  their  repugnance  to  the 
fervice,  and  the  legality  of  prefs-warrants  was  quef- 
tioned  with   critical    precifion:     the    lords    of   the 
admiralty  requefted  the  lord  mayor,  B.  Trecothick,  efq. 
to  indorfe  them  with  his  authority  for  the  city ;  to 
which  he  replied,  that  it  had  never  been  ufual  for  the 
lord  mayor  to  fign  them  unlefs  applied  to  by  the 
privy  council.    The  county  magiftrates  however  fecili- 
tated  their  progrefs,  and  his  lordfhip  followed  their 
example ;    protections  were  granted  with  a  fparing 
hand  at  the  admiralty ;  the  lord  mayor  wrote  to  that 
board  to  remonftrate  againft  that  praftice,  deeming  the 
laws  a  fuiEcient  proteftion  for  landfmen  employed  in 
trade :  th«r  lordihips  explained,  that  thefe  had  been 

granted 
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granted  to  quiet  the  apprehenfions  of  fuch  perfons, 
but  that  It  Ihould  be  defifted  from,  and  that  their  prefs 
warrants  were  intended  to  apply  to  feamen  only  *. 

The  applications  for  them  had  been  fo  great,  that 
the  Artillery  Company  printed  a  confiderable  numbef 
for  the  ufe  of  thofe  who  were  defirous  of  procuring 
the  proper  fignatures  f. 

The  city  offered  a  bounty  of  40s.  for  the  en- 
couraging feamen  to  enter  into  his  majefty's  fea  fervice, 
which  received  the  acknowledgment  of  the  board  of 
admiralty. 

Brafs  Cro(by,  efq,  having,  on  the  8th  of  November, 
afcended  the  chair  as  lord  mayor  of  London,  refiifed 
to  back  thefe  warrants ;  explaining  to  the  lieutenants 
that  *'  the  city's  bounty  was  intended  to  prevent  fuch 
violences ;"  and  he  afterwards  refufed  the  like  folicita- 
tion  from  the  board  of  admiralty. 

During  thefe  public  tranfaftions,  which  had  their 
effeft  upon  the  ihcreafe  of  the  Company,  the  court 
of  affiftants  were  attentively  occupied  in  their  arrange- 
ments, fo  as  to  render  its  affairs  permanent  and  prof- 
perous  by  augmenting  its  revenues  and  its  refpefta- 
bility. 

In  what  condition  the  affairs  of  the  city  were  with 
regard  to  the  prebendal  manor  of  Finfbury,  is  clearly 
recited  in  the  preamble  to  the  aft,  "  to  enable  Chrif- 
topher  Wilfon,  D.  D.  and  prebendary  of  Finfbury, 
to  make  and  grant  unto  the  mayor  and  conunonalty, 
and  citizens  of  London,  a  leale  of  the  prebendal  eflate, 
for  a  term  of  ninety-nine  years  j*'   which  preamble 

•  Annual  Bl^gister^  1770,  h  f  Court  Bodk,  G. 
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dodor  and  his  heiis  to  the  end  of  ninety^nine  yeais, 
in  lieu  of  fines ;  and  one  to  the  prebend,  which  refted 
with  himfelf  for  Hie. 

In  1767  the  prebendary,  having  a&ually  applied  to 
parliament,  a  fpeciai  committee  was  appointed  by  the 
mayor  and  commonalty,  to  treat  with  him  for  the  re- 
newal of  the  leafe  *;  and  the  next  year,  when  the 
a&  had  pafled,  the  fame  committee  was  reappdnted  to 
carry  the  pmrpofes  of  k  into  execution*  They  did 
not,  however,  deliver  in  their  report  dll  March  1770 ; 
when  it  appears  they  had  perfeSed  thdr  bufii^,  a 
leafe  having  been  granted,  agreeably  to  the  aft,  for 
99  years. 

The  committee,  in  1767^  had  been  likewife  in- 
ftru&ed  to  treat  and  agree  with  tbeArtfllery  Com- 
pany, and  all  perfons  claiming  under  covenants  of  re- 
newal refpeding  the  iinfbury  eftate ;  >ut  on  the  2lft 
of  March  1770,  vdien  they  reported  that  a  leafe  of 
the  faid  eftate  had  been  procured  for  a  term  of  99 
years,  no  notice  was  taken  that  they  were  unable  to 
come  to  any  agreement  viith  the  Ardilery  Company, 
for  yielding  up  the  Artillery  Ground  to  the  city  to- 
wards the  better  improving  of  the  eftate.  The  Ar- 
tillery Company,  abfolutely  refoiing  to  comply  with 
the  conditions  propofed  by  the  city,  every  thing  on 
that  head  dropped ;  and,  in*  1773,  the  committee  ap- 
pointed by  the  city,  attended  by  Dr.  Wilfon,  having 
infpeded  feveral  plans  and  ddigns  for  the  improve^ 
ment  of  the  eftate,  were  imanimoufly  of  opinion,  that 
the  beft  method  of  improvement  would  be  to  begin  by 

•  City  Journals,  voL.69b  f.  7. 
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building  a.  fijuare  upon  the  middle  of  Moorfields, 
agreeably  to  a  Iketch  then  produced.  Mr.  Dance, 
the  city  furveyor,  was  likewife  direded  to  make 
another  defign  of  the  whole  eftate,  introducing  the 
faid  fquare,  and  difpofmg  of  the  other  parts  to 
the  bed  advantage,  independent  of  the  Artillery 
Ground*. 

The  Artillery  Ground  and  Armoury-houfe  are  now 
held  under  a  leafe,  from  the  corporation  of  London, 
and  is  rated  in  the  land-tax  books  at  900/.  per  ann. 
a  confiderable  part  of  which  is  retained  in  the  Com- 
pany's hands,  and  the  reft  is  ftill  on  leafe  for  above 
twenty  years  unexpired.  The  prebendal  and  the  city 
eftates  meet  at  about  the  middle  of  the  Garden  j  but 
the  fubjeft  of  the  leafe  will  be  mentioned  in  its  proper 
place. 


SECTION  m. 

Frm  1771  /^.1781. 

1771.  Two  new  crimfon  fheecs  of  colours  and  a 
new  ftafidard  for  the  tq)  of  the  armoury  were  ordered 
in  March.  The  device  upon  one  was  tbie  union, 
with  th6  rofe,  thiftle,  and  feathers,  and  the  motto 
Icb  Dien  embroidered}  on  the  other,  the  Company's 
arms. 

At  the  beginning  of  this  feffion  the  Houfe  of  Com- 

*  City  Jounudsy  Vol.  05.    EUjVs  History  of  Sboreditcb^  p*  244. 
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toons  complained  of  the  manner  in  which  Ac 'printers 
of  newfpapers  repreFented  flieir  dehates,  and  feveral  of 
them  were  ordered  into  the  cullody  ofthe  fergeantat 
arms,  to  anfwer  to  the  houfe  for  the  breach  of  privilege 
therein.  One  of  them,  Mr.  Wheble,  was  appre- 
hended  and  carried  hefore  Alderman  Wilkes,  who 
difcharged  him,  and  bound  hjm  over  to  profecute 
the  captor  for  an  aflault  and  falfe  imprifonment, 
obliged  him  to  give  bail  for  His  appearance,  and  at  the 
fame  time  wjote  to  LoriJ  Halifax,  the  fecretary  of  Hate, 
to  acquaint. him  of  this  matter,  and  of  the  illegality  of 
the  apprehenfion  .before  ,any  crime  had  been  proved. 
Thompfon,.  another  of  tliefe  prifoners,  was  appre- 
hended in  the  fame  manner,  and  difcharged  hy  Alder- 
man Oliver ;  and  Miller,  a  third,  was,  on  his  appre- 
henfion, conduced  by  a  conftable,  at  his  own  requeft, 
to  the  lord  mayor,  BrafiKlTofby,  efq.  who  was  then 
confined  with  the  gout.  Mr.  Wilkes  and  Mr.  Oliver 
were  with  him  at  the  Manfioa-houfe :  the  meiTenger 
produced  his  warrant  from  the  fpeaker  (Sir  Fletcher 
Norton),  which  had  Hot  any  indorfement  by  a  city 
magiftrate.  The  prifoner  was  then  difcharged ;  and 
the  meflfenger,  not  producing  bail  A>r  4e  affault,  was 
committed  to  prifon,  by  a  warrant' figaed  by  the  lord 
mayor  and  Aiderniaa  QH^er.  •     . 

The  account  of  this  traijdGsifUon  excited  general  for- 
prife.  Some  contended  fear  the  j^riv^eges  of  the  com- 
mons, and  others  for  thofe  of  the  city  ;  upon  the  lat- 
ter of  which  the  mayor  and  his  bix)ther  relied.  They 
produced  the  charters  of  the  city,  and  copies  of 
their  oath>  and  declined  any  fubmifiion,  but  jufliiied 
(heir  proceedings :  it  was  argued  againft  them,  that 
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their  dbiartpr.  wasdaived  frgm  the  crQw^i,  which 
could  convey  no  p^wer.  nojt  iahereixt  in  itfelf^.  and.  it 
had  no  power  ov^  the  privileges  of  that  houfe.  Upoij 
the  motion  that-  they  Ihpuld  be^  couimitted  to  th^ 
Tower^  great  heat  arpfe  in  detjfite,  and  feveral  gf  the 
meyibers  quitted  the  houfe.  The.  queftion  was  car- 
ried by  170  to  38r-H3i  tolerable  leflbn  for  the  in^lruc- 
tion  of  thofe  who  cede  to  others  the  abfglute  pgwej? 
of  carrying  a»y  queliipo  they  propofe. 

The  common:  council,  in  the  mean  time,,  del^ated 
to  a  C9mxnitt£p  ful,!  a|id  liberal  powers  to  condud 
their  defence^  the  ilreets  r^fpunded  with  a^clama--^ 
tions  as  they  ipafled  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons  iox 
that  purpofe ;,  and  the  lord  mayor  was  called  the  peo- 
ple's fiiend^  the  guardian  of  the  city's  rights,  and  of 
the  libf  rties  of  the  nation. 

On  25th  March»  Mr.  Oliver  was  committed  to  th(9 
Tower ;  and,  on  the  27th,  the  lord  mayor  attended 
the  Houie  of  ComxMinSf  to  receive  his  fentence.  T^he 
crowd  was  at  firft  tumultuous,  but  was  pac^i^ed  at  th^ 
pcrfuafion  of  feveral  of  the  members.  As  neither  of 
the  niagiilrates  had  been  penmtted  to  be  heard  by 
counfel,  their  friends  again  withdrew,  not  choofing  to 
be  judges  where  they  could  not  be  fu.fficiqntly  in* 
formed  of  the  ftrewgth  of  the  plea.  Wbeo,  on  ac- 
count of  ^e  lord  mayor's  ill  ftate  of  health,  it  was 
moved  that,  he  fhould  only  be  taken  into  the  cuftody 
of  the  fergeant  at  arms,  he  (itfclaimed  the  intended  fa- 
vour, and  faid  he  gloried  in  undergoing  the  fame  fate 
as  his  friend.  ITie  queftion  for  his  commitment  to 
the  Tower  was  then  carried  by  202  againft  39-  The 
populace  drew  his  lordfhip,  with  the  deputy  fergean^ 
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at  arms  in  his  carriage,  to  Temple  Bar  at  midnigbt. 
The  gates  were  then  ihut,  and  the  people  informed 
his  lordfliip,  that  they  had  drawn  his  companions  to 
the  extent  of  their  boundaries,  and  that  they  muft 
now  leave  him ;  but  his  lordlhip  aflured  them,  that 
they  were  his  friends,  and  were  to  accoaq>any  him 
home,  upon  which  they  proceeded  to  the  Muifion- 
houfe  with  loud  huzzas ;  and  on  the  followiog  morn- 
ing his  lordihqp  was  conduced  to  the  Tower.  Alder- 
man  Trecothick  was  locum  tenens  during  this  interval. 

llie  corporation  applied  for  writs  of  Habeas  Corpuii 
by  virtue  of  which  the  lord  mayor  was  conveyed,  on 
5th  April,  before  Lord  Chief  Juftice  De  Grey,  who 
recommitted  him,  as  the  parliament  was  not  pro- 
rogued ;  and  Mr.  Alderman  Oliver  was  conduSed  to 
Lord  Chief  Juftice  Mansfield,  who  remanded  him,  as 
he  could  not  venture  to  determine  an  afiair  of  fuch 
moment  without  the  advice  of  the  other  judges. 

On  the  9th,  the  fodety  of  the  Bill  of  Rights  voted 
a  gratification  to  the  printers,  and  thanks  to  the  lord 
mayor  and  Mr.  Oliver,  for  their  conduft.  On  the 
lame  day  a  court  of  the  Artillery  Company  was  held, 
with  confent  of  Sir  Robert  Ladbroke,  the  prefident; 
in  which  a  motion  was  introduced  for  the  court  to 
wait  on  the  two  prifoners  in  the  Tower,  with  an  ad- 
drels  of  thanks  for  their  fteady  and  upright  condud 
in  defence  of  the  rights  of  Englifhmen,  by  ftridly  ad- 
hering to  the  laws  of  the  land,  and  the  rights  and 
franchifes  of  their  fcllow*citizens :  which  motion,  after 
much  debate,  was  negadved. 

On  the  22d9  ^^  ^tx^  conveyed  to  the  court  of 
Common  Pleas  at  Weftminfter,  where,  after  Mr.  Ser- 

jeant 


CH.  XII.  Gi0.  UL^An.  nrt.  295 

jeant  Glyn  and  Mr;  Serjeant  Lee  had  argued  the  cafe 
of  the  application  for  refief,  die  court  decided,  that 
no  court  of  juitice  had  any  jiirifdidion  over  the  Houfe. 
of  Commons,  who  were  in  the  prefent  cafe  only  a£ting 
with  riefped  to  thdr  own  members,  a  thing  peculiar  to 
every  fodety,  and  ihewing  a  power  which  was  vefted 
in  them  by  the  very  fundamentals  of  the  conftitution  j 
that  his  lordlhip's  deed  was  not  only  a  contempt  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  but  even  df  the  citizens  of  Lon- 
don themfelves,  who  are  virtually  a  part  of  the  houfe 
by  their  reprelentatives :  on  which  account  he  was  re* 
manded.  His  lordfhip  then  returned  to  the  Mahfion* 
houfe  to  dinner,  where  he  figned  fome  ofEcial  papers. 
Mr.  Alderman  Oliver  made  a  fimilar  application, 
on  30th  of  April,  to  the  court  of  Exchequer,  where 
the  barons  likewife  remanded  him ;  but  Mr.  Baron 
Perrot  declared,  that  he  could  by  no  means  fubfcribe  to 
the  doffarine,  that  every  thing  the  houfe  does,  under 
pretence  of  privilege,  muft  therefore  neceffarily  be  legal. 

During,  thefe  domeftic  jars,  it' was  fortunate  for 
the  nation,  that  the  courts  of  France  and  Spain  pre- 
ferred the  maintenance  of  peace  to  war;  and  therefore 
an  immediate  redu^on  of  fea  and  land  forces  was 
adopted* 

The  Houfe  of  Commons,  at  their  firft  affembling  in 
May,  ordered  the  fergeant  at  arms  to  take  Milkr  into 
cuftody  again ;  and  that  all  magiftrates,  &c.  ftionl J  be 
aififting  therein.  It  was  generally  fuppofed,  tliiu  ihe 
time  for  the  enlargement  of  the  lord  mayor  anc^  iMr. 
Oliver  drew  nigh ;  and  therefore  the  court  of  comr  : 
council  unanimoufly  refolved  to  attend  in  their  go 
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in  proceffion  from  Ae  Tower  to  the  Maiifioti-fioufe. 
A  court  of  the  Artillery  Compfaily^  on  the  fottowing 
day,  adopted  a  fiimlar  refolutibn ;  direfting,  that  the 
duty  ihould  be  the  fame  as  that  praftifed  on  the  firft 
df  Auguft,  the  anniverfary  of  the  acceffion  of  the 
houft  of  Hanover ;  thit  it  Ihould  be  cotidu^led  by 
the  leading  officers  for  the  year,  in  the  beft  manner 
they  (hould  think  proper;  and  that  inthriation  of  it 
fliould  be  given  to  th^  lord  mayor,  with  a  requeft  of 
as  early  intelligence  of  the  day  as  pblTible. 

On  the  8th  of  May  his  majefty  prorogued  the  par- 
liament till  the  23d  of  July.  This  put  an  end  to  the 
period  of  the  imprifonment.  The  corporation  affem- 
bled,  and  proceeded  to  the  Tower  in  a  train  of  5S 
carriages,  attended  by  the  Artillery  Company  in  uni- 
form, with  21  field  pieces,  which  were  fired  when  the 
lord  mayor  and  Mr.  Oliver  arrived  at  the  gate,  where 
they  were  received  with  one  univerfal  burft  of  accb- 
mation. 

After  all  thefe  proceedings,  it  muft  have  excited 
.  fome  lively  fenfations  in  the  minds  of  the  king  and 
the  lord  mayor,  when,  in  lefs  than  a  month  after  the 
enlargement  of  the  latter,  he  prefented  the  addrefs  of 
the  corporation  on  the  birth  of  a  prince  (the  prefent 
Duke  of  Cumberland). 

The  lord  mayor  and  Alderman  Oliver,  during  their 
confinement,  had  a  fumptuous  table  fupplied  by  the 
corporation,  and  received  vifits,  addreffes,  freedoms, 
thanks,  and  condolences,  from  their  brethren,  the 
wards  of  the  city,  many  of  the  corporations  in  the 
kingdom,  and  ff  om  a  great  number  of  individuals  ; 

for 
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for  all  which  his  time  was  much  occupied  in  tranC. 
mitting  fuitab!e  acknowledgments.  He  addrefled  the 
following  letter  to  this  Company  : 

Xa  ibc  VcetiM,  ^.  of  the  Hon.  Artillery  Compaoy,  hojfOm. 

GenTLE¥£N« 

I  DESIRE  to  acknowledge  tbe  favour  of  your  obliging  be* 
haviour  in  your  attendance  oh  me  from  the  Tower.  I  am  always 
happy  when  the  worthy  citizens  of  London  approve  my  condu^ 
and  I  receive  with  gratitude  any  mark  of  their  approbation.  I 
fhatf  not  faif.  Gentlemen^  to  promote  th«  intereft  oFyour  body  oft 
a&y  oocaliofi  in  my  pomer,  and  to  convince  you  of  ny  legardL 
boDgf  wiik  gitfcajt  finccrky^ 

Gentlemen, 
Your  very  faithful  and  obliged  fervant, 
London,  4  June  1771.  BRASS  CROSBT. 

To  which  letter  the  Company  returned  the  foUow* 
inganfwer: 

My  Lord>  Artillery  Honfej  July  16^  177 1« 

Wi>  the  court  of  affiftantt  of  the  honourable  the  Artil« 
lery  Company^  haviag  had  the  honour  of  receiving  your  obliging 
letter,  dated  June  4th,  in  which  you  are  pleafed  to  ezpreft  your 
acknowledgment  for  this  Company's  attending  your  lordHiip  on 
the  day  of  your  enlargement  from  the  Tower,  for  which  mark  of 
your  efteem  and  great  condefcenfioo,  we  Ihould  think  ourfelvcs 
unpardonable,  were  we  not  to  retdm^  as  it  demands^  qur  moft 
grateful  thinks,  being  always  ha|^y>  whenever  we  are  permitted 
the  opportfinity,  of  (hewing  our  dutiful  obedience  to  our  chief  ma- 
giihate. 

Animated,  we  faope,  by  a  proper  fenfe  of  gratitude  and  affec* 
tion,  with  the  utmoft  celerity,  our  Company  was  formed,  and  joined 
Ibe  CJtvalaidei  all  feenting  to  rejoiee,  on  the  happy  occafion  ia 
b«mg  the  honour  to.  efoort  our  worthy  magiftratca  from  their 
fonfincmeot. 

M^J  the  remainder  of  your  lordfliip'a  adminiKration  be  more 
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Itomfortable ;  and  as  happy  to  yourfelf.  at  the  dotho  apoo  wUeh 
you  accepted  it  were  juft  and  honourable.  May  integrity  aad 
uprightncfs  prote£k  you  from  all  unjufl  malice.  Sfay  your  to* 
deavours  for  the  public  and  general  good  of  your  conncry  be  at 
fuccersful,  as  your  love  to  it  it  fincere :  and  may  you  at  laft  receive, 
with  endlefs  fruition^  the  ooly  true  reward  of  a  good  cooidciioe. 

Signed,  by  Order  of  Court, 

B.  RACKSTROW,  Qcrk. 

In  the  enfuing  year,  the  corporation  prefented  a 
cup^  of  the  value  of  200/.  to  Brafs  Crofby,  efq. ;  and 
two  others,  of  the  value  of  100/.  each,  to  Aldermen 
Wilkes  and  Oliver,  **  for  the  noble  Hand  they  made 
in  the  bufinefs  of  the  printers  againft  [as  it  is  exprefled  j 
an  arbitrary  vote  of  the  H—  of  C /* 

The  elefiion  to  the  chief  offices  in  the  Company 
has  generally  been  aflfeded  by  the  exterior  fituation  of 
a&irs  in  the  metropolis }  but  on  the  prefent  occafion 
the  fame  officers  were,  on  the  25th  of  July,  reele&ed  : 
viz.  Sir  Robert  Ladbroke,  preiident;  Sir  kichard 
Glyn,  vice-prefident }  and  Sir  William  Stephenfon, 
treafurer.  The  Aldermen  Townfhend  and  Sawbridge 
were  chofen  generals ;  and  William  Baker  and  Jofeph 
Martin,  efqrs.  the  flierifFs,  lieutenant-generals. 

The  livery  at  Guildhall  chofe  Mr.  Alderman  Wilkes 
and  Mr.  Alderman  Bull  flieriffs ;  and,  on  the  28th 
Sepiember^  a  poll  was  demanded  upon  the  eledion  of 
a  lord  mayor,  which  clofed  on  the  5th  of  Od^ober, 
greatly  in  favour  of  William  Nafh,  efq.  who  was  de- 
clared duly  elefted. 

The  Company,  on  the  25th  of  Odober,  marchedy 

as  ufual,  on  their  vifit  to  the  lord  mayor;  but  feveral 

of  the  fubaltern  officers  of  the  fix  regiments  did  not 
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attend  their  duty,  although  regukiiy  fummoned.  The 
court,  held  on  3d  December  following,  adjudged  them 
to  be  guilty  of  mutiny  and  defertion ;  againft  which  fen-» 
tence  they  prefented  a  juftificatory  nlemorial,  fubmit^. 
dng,  that,  when  any  motion  was  iii  agitadon  relative  to 
them  as  officers  of  militia,  no  private  member  fliould 
have  a  voice;  that  they  defired  to  remind  the  fuperior 
officers  of  the  Company,  that  fuperiority  of  command 
in  the  London  milida  on  days  of  march  gave  no  fupe-^ 
riority  of  rank  in  life,  and  therefore  they  thought 
themfelves  entided  to  be  treated  with  refped,  which 
would  ever  command  their  obedience ;  xhat  the  major- 
general,  the  Company's  commanding  officer  for  the 
year,  informing  them  of  the  lord  mayor's  invitation 
for  the  25th  of  Oftober,  on  the  ftrength  of  which  th^ 
muflered,  to  him  therefore  they  charged  their  conduQ:' 
on  that  occafion ;  declaring  that  they  would  never,  on 
any  future  vifit  to  the  chief  magiftrate,  attend  but  on 
the  fame  honourable  conditions  as  the  reft  of  their 
brethren,  which  they  concdved  would  caufe  all  the 
fubaltems  of  better  condition  to  mufter  on  that  day, 
as  it  was  honour,  not  pay,  that  would  induce  them  to 
attend  public  marches. 

The  court  refolved,  that  thofe  who  rauftcred,  and 
did  not  perform  their  duty,  were  guilty  of  mutiny  and 
defertion,  and  that  they  Ihpuld  pay  a  fine  of  2j.  &d. 
to  the  box  J  but  this  order,  upon  a  further  confidents 
tion  on  the  4th  of  Auguft  in  the  following  year,  was 
refcinded. 

1772.  The  effeft  which  the  eventful  proceedings 
of  the  pall  year  produced  was,  a  fuUen  languor,  rather 
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difpofed  to  give  up  the  caufe  as  hopelefs,  thai  to  jna- 
foe  the  a£tive  exertions  neceflary  for  redrefs.  The 
difierenccs  had  been  m  a  great  degree  kept  atire,  bf 
the  frequent  remonilrances  of  the  citizens  to  the  throne 
for  a  diflblution  of  the  parliament,  and  a  difmii&on  of 
the  miniilers ;  and  thefe  had  been  followed  by  a  de- 
fign  of  profecuting  the  fpeak^  for  his  wan^mt,  which 
proved  abortive.  Peace  was  the  prevailing  topic  oi 
the  king's  fpeech,  at  the  opening  of  the  ne:w  year,  and 
an  earned  recommendation  to  parliament  to  turn  their 
attention  to  the  internal  concerns  of  the  nation. 

On  the  8th  of  February  died,  her  Royal  Higbneis 
the  Princefs  Dowager  of  Wales,  mother  of  his  prefent 
majefty,  who  attended  her  in  her  kfl  moments  wid) 
refpedful  tendemels  and  aifeftion ! 

The  fubjeft  of  the  fergeants  of  militia  was  again  re^ 
vived,  at  a  general  court  of  the  Company,  on  26th 
March;  when  an  order  was  made,  that  every  fer- 
geant,  being  a  member  of  the  Company,  Ihould  fo 
continue  as  long  as  he  fhould  pay  his  quarterage  of  2s. 
fir  aMM. 

The  eleftions  of  the  three  chiefs  were  the  fame  as 
thofe  of  the  laft  year ;  but,  upon  the  (hew  of  hands 
returning  MeiTrs.  Townfhend  and  Sawbridge  to  be  ge- 
nerals, a  poll  was  demanded  for  James  Roffiter  and 
John  Bird,  efqrs.  who,  upon  a  fcrutiny,  were  duly 
clefted.  The  two  flierifis,  Meffrs.  WSkes  and  Bull, 
were  elected  lieutenant-generals;  and  a  conteft  was 
carried  on  for  all  the  inferior  officers,  and  for  the 
court. 

At  this  eleclion  protefts  were  entered  againft  th^ 
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tergeants  who  paid  2  s.  quarterage  being  allowed  to 
poll,  unlefs  they  were  acknowledged  by  their  com- 
manders* 

James  Townfliend,  efq.  one  of  the  eletSted  generals^ 
was  returned  by  the  Kvery,  at  the  Michaelmas  follow- 
ing, with  John  Wilkes,  elq.  to  be  lord  mayor  for  the 
enfuing  year,  tipoii  a  "poH  and  fcnitiny  demanded  by 
himfelf  and  Alderman  Halifax ;  when,  although  Mr. 
WHfces  had  the  larger  number,  the  court  of  aldermen 
exercifed  their  right  of  preference,  and  declared  John 
Townfhend,  efq.  to  be  the  lord  mayor  eleft. 

The  lieutenancy  having  paid  to  the  Company  their 
annual  fum  of  100/.  the  court  exprdTed  thek-  thanks. 
The  lieutenancy  explained,  by  their  letter  of  the  pre- 
ceding February,  that  70/.  fhould  be  allowed  to  the 
Company,  towards  providing  arms,  powder,  and  ac- 
coutrements; a  fergeant-major,  to  inftruQ:  the  fer- 
jeants  in  their  duty,  and  for  permitting  them  to  exer- 
cife  in  the  ground  at  all  convenient  times  ;  and  that 
SO/,  the  remainder,  fhould  be  allowed,  on  the  further 
condition  that  each  fergeant  be  paid  Is.  every  evening 
he  fhould  be  under  arms,  provided  he  appeared  in  ju-o- 
!>«•  time,  went  throtigh  the  ^xerctfe,  and  performed 
fuch  other  duty  as  fhould  be  required  from  each  of 
them. 

The  court  now,  on  4th  Auguft,  refcinded  their  for- 
mer order  for  thefe  fergeants,  being  members,  to  pay 
2jf.  quarterage ;  and  ordered,  that  no  perfon  holding 
a  commifSon  in  the  lieutenancy  above  the  rank  of  cap- 
tain-lieutenant fhould  be  eligible  to  the  ofBce  of  clerk  j 
that  if  he  became  a  candidate  for  it,  he  fhould  re- 
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fign  his  commiilioii :  that  none  abore  the  rank  of  lieu* 
tenant  fliould  be  beadle ;  nor  above  a  fubaltern^  be 
engineer ;  nor  any  member  of  the  court,  though  a 
^eld  officer,  (hould  be  clerk  or  armourer  ;  and  a  re- 
turn was  ordered  of  the  names  of  the  fergeants. 

25th.  The  colt's  feaft,  which  was  annually  given 
by  the  fenior  members  of  the  court,  was  ordered  to 
be  called  the  Stewards*  Feaft. 

The  conteft  which  attended  the  eleftion  of  a  lord 
mayor,  produced  fome  mortification  to  the  party,  who 
were  urgently  defirous  of  preffing  Mr.  Wilkes  into  the 
chair  out  of  the  ordinary  courfe*  Thefe  fentiments 
prevailed  on  the  lord  mayor's  day,  and  broke  into 
a  dangerous  riot  and  diforder  at  GuildhalL  The  Ar- 
tillery Company  were  fent  for;  performed  effijc- 
tual  duty  there  during  the  night ;  and  they  afterwards 
received  the  thanks  of  the  court  of  common  council 
for  their  important  fervices  rendered  to  the- citizens  of 
Londpn. 

1773.  On  the  9th  of  February,  the  court  eleSed 
the  right  hon.  Thomas  Harley  their  vice-prefident, 
in  the  room  of  Sir  Richard  Glyn,  bart.  deceafed. 

Mr.  Sawbridge's  propofition  for  a  triennial  parlia* 
ment,  introduced  laft  year,  was  now  feconded  by  Sir 
W.  Lewes,  and  received  the  approbation  of  the  cor- 
poration, and  of  the  livery,  who  added  a  pledge  for 
the  fignature  of  their  members  t<j  ufe  their  endeavour, 
firft,  to  procure  the  reftoration  of  the  ancient  annual 
eledions ;  and,  if  that  could  not  be  obtained,  then  to 
p;ropofe  a  triennial  bill.  Mr.  Oliver  and  Sir  W.  Lewes 
were  fli^ifFs,   Mr.  Wilkes  renewq^  his  claim  to  a  feat 
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in  the  Houfe  of  CoriHnoQs,  and  compiained  of  the  al- 
teratkm  of  his  name  in  the  return  for  Middlefex,  in 
favour  of  that  of  Mn  LuttrelL 

17th  June.  The  Gom{)any  permitted  the  fix  regi* 
ments  to  exardfe  in  the  armoury-houfe. 
'  At  the  annual  election  in  Auguft,  Sir  Robert  Lad- 
broke,  Thomas  Harley,  arid  Barlow  Trecothick,  efqcs, 
.were  continued  in  the  offices  of  the  three  chie&;  Al- 
dermen Richard  Oliver  and  Frederick  Bull,  generals; 
and  Stephen  Sayer  and  William  Lee,  efqrs.  Ihetife, 
Ceutaiiant^^enerals. 

But  Sir  Richard  Ladforoke  died  on  the  31ft  Odo- 
ber  foUoiinng  ;  upon  which  Mr,  Harley,  colonel  of  the 
yeHow  regiment,  was  ele&ed  prefident ;  KTreoothick, 
efq.  was  elefted  vice^refident ;  and  Samuel  Plumbe, 
rfq.  akierman^  and  colonel  of  the  red,  was  cfaofen 
creafurer.  The  Company  offered  to  perform  military 
honours  at  the  funeral  of  their  deceafed  prefident ;  but 
his  family  preferred  privacy. 

On  Michaelmas  day  the  livery  returned  Mr.  Wilkes 
and  Mr.  Bull  to  be  lord  mayor  for  the  enfuing  year : 
die  court  of  aldermen  were  equally  divided  in  their 
chcnce,  and  the  lord  mayor  gave  his  cafting  vote  in 
iavour  of  Mr.  Bull.  ^ 

177*.  The  fatal  caufes  of  contention  between  Great 
Britain  and  her.  American  colonies  had  continued  to 
increafe  for  fome  years  paft,  and  were  confiderabty 
augmented  in  the  prefent  year.  The  fyftem  of  raifihg 
a  revenue  for  the  fupport  of  government  upon  the  Co- 
lonial eftabliihments  feemed  to  offer  fair  grounds  of 
fupport,  under  the  confideration  that  they  were  de- 
fended by  the  mother  country :  but  as  their  ftrength 
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and  population  advanced,  imd  their  entetprHing  f[»rit 
had  led  their  commercial  exertions  into  all  Ihe  mar- 
kets of  Europe,  they  had  long  felt  the  4efire,  aad  an- 
ticipated die  glorjr,  of  1)ecoming  an  indq>endent  na- 
tion :  the  complexion  of  the  time  :I^Aroared  its  ra- 
pid approach.  While  the  goremm^it  of  Great 
Britain  iniifted  on  the  right  of  taKation  of  all  her  do- 
minions, the  colonifb  retorted  and  reit^nted  die  re- 
ply, with  krefifiible  fuccefs,  of  the  £a,Vourite  princi* 
pie  of  JEngliih  jurifprudence,  that  iq)refentation  was 
the  only  miflrefs  of  revenue :  the  colonics  were  not 
rqirelented,  and  therefore  on  this  ground  tbey  laid 
the  keel  of  their  ftate  velTel,  which,  after  infinite  dif- 
ficulty and .  labour,  was  laonched  upon  the  wide 
Atlantic. 

A  continental  wpr  raged  at  tlus  time  in  Europe; 
but  England  was  ,ha|qpily  at  peace,  preferring  a  re- 
4;>edid>le  neutrality. 

The  parliament  was  diflbWed  on  26di  September, 
being  th^  firft  during  the  prefent  reign  upon  Which 
that  part  of  the  prerogative  hsd  been  exercifed  before 
the  expiration  of  its  term  of  {even  years.  Mr.  Wilkes 
and  Serjeant  .GIpi  offered  themfelves  again  to  the 
freeholders  of  Middlefex,  and  plec^ed^  by  a  written 
declaration,  their  utmoft  exertions  for  a  more  equal 
and  ihort  reprefentation,  and  for  a  variety  of  other 
alterations  in  the  fyftem  of  government  The  eleftion 
^  a  lord  mayor  was,  on  the  8di  of  Odober,  finally 
detennined,  on  a  poll,  in  favour  of  Mr.  Bull,  the 
piefent  mayor,  and  Mr.  Wilkes ;  and  the  court  of  al- 
dermen returned  Mr.  Wilkes  to  the  livery ;  and  Mr. 
VTilkes  and  Mr.  Glyn,  not  having  been  oppofed,  were, 
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on  die  20th,  eleded  reprefentatives  of  the  county  of 
Middlefex. 

The  Company  were  engaged  in  framing  a  fevifion 
of  their  laws,  which  they  comprifed  in  32  articles ; 
but  as  they  went  through  a  further  revifion  at  a  fub- 
fequent  period,  it  is  unneceffary  to  notice  them  at 
prefent. 

At  their  annual  eledion,  they  renewed  the  choice 
of  laft  year  upon  the  three  chiefs ;  to  whom  they  fub- 
joined  Sir  W.  Lewes  and  Alderman  Nathaniel  Tho.. 
mas,  as  generals,  and  Aldermen  Plomer  and  Hart,  as 
lieutenant-generals. 

Mr.  Wilkes,  the  lord  mayor,  having  declined  to 
accept  the  fervices  of  the  Company  on  the  9th  of  No- 
vember, the  fergeants  of  militia,  with  the  Cripplegate 
grenadiers,  marched  in  his  proceffion ;  upon  which 
the  court  ordered  that  thefe  fergeants  Ihould  not  be 
fummoned  to  march  in  arms,  or  do  any  duty  with 
the  Company  in  future,  as  their  conduft  was  contraiy 
to  the  order  of  lieutenancy ;  and  their  commanders 
were  defired  to  difcharge  them. 

It  is  clear  that  this  order  gave  no  offence  to  the 
lieutenancy,  as  they  paid  546/.  to  the  Company  for 
the  years  1768  to  l??^,  for  the  ufual  terms  hereto- 
fore defcribed. 

1775.  While  American  grievances  were  the  fubjefl: 
of  general  attention,  the  city  of  London  prefented  a 
remonftrance  to  the  throne,  recapitulating  thofe  points 
of  diffatififa£Hon,  together  with  others  which  had  long 
made  the  principal  grounds  of  pppofition  to  the  pre- 
fent adminiftration.    The  feflion,  however,  clofed  with 

X  the 


806  H.  A.  C. 

the  firmeft  expeclation  of  an  open  rupture  with  the 
colonies,  and  with  the  full'eft  approbation,  from  the 
crown,  of  the  general  meafures  adopted  by  the  parlia- 
rneht  on  all  the  refpedive  objeds  of  their  attention. 
In  the  mean  time  open  hodility  had  taken  place  in 
America.  Troops  had  been  raifed  in  Bofton,  and 
other  pjrts  of  the  colonies ;  General  .Gage  had  pub- 
liflied  a  proclamation  of  rebellion,  and  a  defperate  ac* 
tion  had  taken  place  at  Bunker's  Hill.  When  the 
news  of  thefe  ferious  tranfadions  arrived  in  England, 
the  public  mind  received  the  ftrongeft  impreffions,  and 
entertained  the  keeneft  jealoufies :  thefe  agitated  every 
fociety,  and  occupied  all  the  refources  of  difcui&on. 
Conciliatory  plans  had  been  propofed  by  Lord  Chat* 
iiam  and  others,  and  the  livery  prefented  an  addrefs 
to  the  fame  efFeft ;  but  the  die  was  now  caft,  and 
only  waited  the  efFedlual  imprefe,  which  fealed  the  fe- 
paration  of  the  colonies  in  1782. 

April  25.  The  city  of  London  opened  a  treaty 
with  the  Company  for  150  feet  of  their  ground  to 
build  on,  next  the  City  Road.  The  Company  ac- 
ceded to  relinquifh  from  their  leafe  91  feet  6  inches 
in  breadth  on  the  eaft  fide,  from  the  burial  'ground  to 
Chifwell-ftreet,  retaining  the  refidue  upon  the  princi- 
ples of  their  prefent  leafe  for  as  long  time  as  the  cor- 
poration fliould  hold  it  under  any  then  exifting  or  fu- 
ture leafes  from  the  prebendary  of  Finfbury.  The 
whole  advantage  was  here  given  to  the  city,  and  none 
to  the  Company,  except  that  of  referving  a  free  paf- 
fage,  without  any  prdjeftion  or  building  over  or  under 
it,  of  28  feet  6  inches  in  breadth,  to  the  City  Road, 

for 
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for  a  public  entrance;  and. that* a  wall  fliould  be 
erefted  as  a  boiindary,  of  10  feet  high,  without  any 
door  or  communication,  nor  any  drain,  into  the  field. 
This  outline,  after  feveral  negociations,  was  formed 
into  a  fpecific  refolution  of  the  fub-committee  of  city 
lands,  in  the  following  September,  and  handed  to 
the  Company  in  thefe  words : 

"  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  that  in  coniideration 
of  the  Artillery  Company  immediately  furrendering  to  the  city  all 
their  right  and  intereii  in  fo  much  of  the  Artillery  Ground  as  runs 
parallel  with  and  ext^ds  91  feet  6  inches  in  depth  from  the  wall 
on  the  eaft  fide  of  the  faid  ground,  and  alfo- delivering  to  the  city, 
at  Lady-day  1780,  the  pofTcdion  of  all  the  buildings,  with  their 
appurtenances,  (landing  in  that  part  of  the  faid  ground  which  is 
tcld  under  the  prebendary  of  Finfbury,  a  new  leafe  fhould  be 
granted  by  the  dty  to  the  faid  Company,  of  all  the  ground  and 
building  (the  freehold  of  the  city)  now  in  the  poffeffion  of  the 
faid  Company y  for  61  years  from  Lady-day  1 780,  at  the  clear  yearly 
rent  of  5/.  for  the  firft  30  years,  and  the  clear  yearly  rent  of  20/. 
for  the  refidue  of  the  term,  and  that  the  faid  Icafe  be  renewable 
every  14  years  for  ever  on  payment  of  a  fine  of  100/.  upon  every 
renewal;  and  that  another  leafe  be  granted  to  the  faid  Company, 
of  fo  tmich  of  the  ground  held  under  the  prebendary  of  Finfbury, 
as  will  remain  in  their  poifeilion  for  83  years  from  Lady-day  17809 
at  the  clear, yearly  rent  of  10/.  with  a  covenant  for  a  renewal  at  the 
fame  rent,  and  without  any  fine  for  all  future  leafes  to  be  taken  by 
the  city,  except  the  laft  four  years  ;  and  alfo  the  fum  of  500/.  to 
be  paid  to  the  faid  Company  out  of  the  chamber  of  London,  to- 
wards the  expenfe  of  repairing  the  armoury- houfe,  and  other  pur- 
pofcs  mentioned  in  their  propofitlon,  within  the  fpace  of  fix  months 
after  they  ihall  have  erected,  at  their  own  expenfe,  a  pair  of  iron 
^ates,  with  ftone  piers  and  other  ornaments,  to  enclofe  the  avenue 
intended  to  be  left  from  the  road  to  the  faid  ground,  according  to 
fuch  drawings  as  (hall  hereafter  be  agreed  upon  by  the  committee 
for  letting  the  city  lands,  and  under  the  infpedt'on  and  to  the  ap- 
probation of  the  faid  committee,  and  tke  clerk  of  the  city's  works 
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for  the  time  being,  provided  that  in  cafe  the  expenfe  of  fuch  pieri 
and  gateft  fhall  exceed  the  fum  of  loo/.  fuch  ezceedings  (hall  alfo 
be  paid  out  of  the  chamber  of  I^ndon. 

'*  D.  SEAMAN,  ComptroDjcr.'^ 

This  agreement  having  been  finally  fetded,  and  the 
treaty  completed,  the  court  invited  the  committee  of 
city  lands^  and  comptroller,  to  dinner,  at  the  Globe 
tavern  in  Fleet-ftreet,  on  the  3d  of  the  following  Ja- 
nuary. 

The  ele£Hon  this  year,  in  July,  conferred  the  ho- 
nour of  the  three  chief  pofts  on  the  Right  Hon.  Tho- 
mas Harley,  prefident;  Samuel  Plumbe,  efq.  vice- 
prefident;  and  Brackley  Kennett,  efq.  treafuren 
William  Plomer,  efq.  and  Sir  Walter  Rawlinfon, 
were  eleded  generals;  the  iheriffs  eleffc,  MefTrs.  Hay- 
ley  and  Newnham,  lieutenant-generals ;  and  captains 
John  Roake,  and  William  Lane,  major-generals. 
Captain  Lane,  from  his  other  engagements,  defired 
to  decline  his  poft  as  adjutant,  and  the  court  of  aflift- 
ants  exprefled  their  unanimous  thanks  for  his  fpirited 
behaviour  and  vigilant  attendance  on  the  Company  *, 

1776.  The  fentiments  of  the  Company  on  political 
points  remained  the  fame,  as  they  renewed,  on  their 
eleflion  day  in  July,  their  former  choice  of  the  fame 
officers.  The  fpirit  of  oppofition  which  had  hithierto 
prevailed  in  the  city  declined ;  the  livery  had  for  two 
years  paft  expreffed  a  very  different  opinion,  by  return- 
ing Benjamin  Hopkins,  efq.  to  be  chamberlain,  by  a 
confiderable  majority  in  disfavour  of  Mr.  Wilkes.  The 
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difappointed  candidate  openly  charged  them  >^th  the 
corrupt  temptations  of  their  fuperiors,  but  avowed 
his  refolution  of  ri^peating  the  conteil,  with  the  few 
who  ftill  iulhered  to  his  caufe,  on  every  enfuing  yean 

The  Company  marched  with  Sir  Thomas  Halifax, 
the  lord  mayor,  from  St.  Paul's  cathedral  to  the  Man- 
iion-houfe,  on  the  anniverfary  of  the  acceifion ;  biit 
they  did  not  attend  the  new  lord  mayor,  Mr.  Saw- 
bridge,  the  friend  of  Mn  Wilkes,  on  the  9th  of 
November,  he  having  declined  their  fervices. 

Dr.  Wilfon,  the  prebendary  of  Finfbury,  having 
executed  a  leafe  to  the  city,  of  the  manor  of  HaliweU 
and  FinA)ury,  of  which  one  half  of  the  Artillery 
Garden  is  a  part,  for  99  years,  from  Chriftmas  1768, 
the  Company  proceeded  to  fulfil  their  contra£t  with 
the  corporation,  by  furrendering  the  piece  of  ground, 
and  three  houfes  at  the  comer  of  Chifwell-ftreet,  then 
in  their  pofTeilion,  and  agreeing  to  furrender,  at  Lady-* 
day  1780,  the  reft  of  the  premifes  mendoned  in  the 
contra^):.  The  city  then  fealed  pne  leafe  of  {o  much 
of  the  groimd  and  houfe$  as  is  the  city's  freehold, 
and  another  of  fo  much  of  the  ground,  with  the 
annoury-houfe,  as  is  held  by  the  city  under  the  manor 
leafe. 

Some  neceffary  repairs  were  then  performed  to  the 
armoury-houfe.  Copies  of  the  charters  and  patents  had 
been  fent  to  prefs  in  July  laft,  and  were  now  ready  to 
be  boimd  with  the  plan  of  the  Company's  boundaries 
in  the  fields  near  Baumes,  for  general  circulation. 

1777.  (jQvemment  began  to  watch  with  much 
vigilance  the  proceedings  of  the  Conftitutional  Society. 
The  printers  of  one  of  their  circulated  papers  were 

X  3  fined 


SIO  H.  A.  C. 

fined  in  the  court  of  King*s  Bench,  in  Hilary  Temi, 
100/.  each.  This  was  the  dawn  of  more  open  mea- 
fures,  which  afterwards  fpread  into  feveral  focieties, 
and  in  the  fpace  of  eighteen  years  afterwards  affumed 
an  authority  and  influence  alarming  to  the  whole  fyf- 
tem  of  the  Britifli  conftitution  ;  and  the  part  which 
this  Company  were  then  called  upon  to  take,  relative 
to  them,  will  appear  in  the  fequel. 

The  eleftions  in  the  Company  were  the  fame  as 
thofe  of  laft  year.    On  the  9th  of  November,  Sir  James 
Efdaile,  the  lord  mayor,  and  Robert  Peckham  and  Ri- 
chard Clark,  efqrs.  the  IherifFs,  requefted  the  Company 
to  mount  guard  at  Guildhall  during  the  day  and  even- 
ing.    Regular  orders  were  accordingly  iffued  to  the 
battalion,  requiring  their  aflembly,  "  as  a  confiderable 
ihare  of  the  future  fame  of  the  Company  depended 
on  the  fpirited  exertion  of  the  guard,  as  it  might  lie 
in  the  power  of  the  gentlemen  on  that  duty  to  con- 
vince their  fellow-citizens,  that  this  Company,  when 
called  forth,  can  prove  of  aftual  fervice.'*     The  bat- 
talion  performed   the   duty   required,    and  received 
exprefTions  of  thanks.    Of  this  period,  it  is  remarked, 
by  a  judicious  periodical  obferver,  that  no  equal  fpace 
of  time,  for  feveral  years  paft,  afforded  fo  little  do- 
meftic  matter  worthy  of  obfer\'^ation  as  that  part-  of 
the  prefent  year  which  elapfed  during  the  recefs  of 
parliament ;  neither  the  town  nor  the  country  pre- 
fented  any  new  objefl:  of  party   contention.      The 
American  war,  and  many  of  its  confequences,  were 
now  fcarcely  objefts  of  curiofity,  much  lefs  of  fur- 
prife  J  and  being  in  the  habit  of  deriving  no  benefit 
from  our  colonies,  and  of  confidering  them  only  in  a 
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ftate  of  enmity  and  hoftility,  it  feemed  as  if  their  total 
lofe  would  be  no  longer  a  matter  of  much  wonder  or 
.  concern ;  but  that  rather,  on  the  contrary,  that  event 
would  be  felt  as  a  ceffation  from  war,  expenfe,  and 
trouble*. 

1778.  But  the  following  year  produced  a  variety  of 
meafures,  of  motions,  and  of  addrefles,  together 
with  the  formation  of  feveral  volunteer  corps  in  Lon- 
don, and  other  towns  of  the  kingdom,  with  various 
fubfcriptions  for  their  fupport,  incidental  to  an  avowed 
coalition  of  France  with  America,  and  thus  an  exten* 
fion  of  the  war  into  Europe.  Among  thefe  a  corps 
of  3^0  gentlemen,  exei*cifing  arms  in  Fifhmonger's 
Hall,  requefted,  in  July,  to  praftife  in  the  Artillery 
Ground,  or  to  become  members  of  the  Company. 
The  court  were  under  the  neceffity  of  declining  to 
comply  with  their  requeft,  as  by  the  original  grant  of 
the  ground  from  the  city  it  could  not  be  applied  to 
any  other  ufe  than  that  of  the  Company  and  the  mi- 
litia ;  and  by  the  orders  of  a  general  court  of  July, 
in  the  preceding  year,  none  but  freemen  could  be 
members  of  the  Company.  They  foon  afterwards 
renewed  their  application,  ftating  that  it  had  been 
granted  to  Sir  AV.  Beauchamp  Profter,  for  a  batta- 
lion of  the  Middlefex' militia  ;  and  upon  a  reconfidera- 
tion  of  the  fubjeft,  it  was  agreed  that  thofe  who  were 
freemen  fliould  be  propofed,  and  that  the  non-freemen 
ihouldbe  permitted  to  meet  during  pleafure  of  the  court. 
The  firft  among  the  freemen  who  were  propofed  and 
elefted  were  the  well  known  and  refpeiled  names  of 
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Francis  Kemble,  William  Smith,  Edward  Kemble,  and 
Benjamin  Travers,  efqrs.  But  Bernard  Turner,  efq. 
being  a  freeman,  by  having  ferved  the  king,  was  then 
deemed  ineligible,  though  he  was  at  a  future  year 
admitted,  with  all  the  claims  which  public  fervice,  un- 
fullied  reputation,  and  popular  efteem,  are  accufiomed 
to  add  to  the  more  formal  qualifications  of  the  docu* 
ments  of  office. 

The  eleftions  in  the  Company  continued  to  confer 
its  chief  honours  on  the  fame  officers  which  had  for 
fome  time  conduced  its  affairs;  and  this  may  be 
invariably  taken  as  a  tellimony  of  -the  continuance  of 
the  fame  fentiments  prevalent  amongft  its  membars. 

On  the  9th  of  November  the  Company  attended 
Samuel  Plumbe,  efq.  the  lord  mayor,  in  his  procef- 
fion,  and  afterwards  performed  a  night  guard  at 
Guildhall.  In  the  courfe  of  the  fame  month,  Mr. 
Alderman  Oliver,  who  has  been  already  mentioned, 
refigned  his  gown  as  an  alderman,  and  his  feat  as  a 
reprefentative  of  the  city,  although  he  had  been  foli- 
cited  by  his  friends  to  ojSer  himfelf  as  a  candidate  for 
the  chair.  He  affigned  his  reafons,  in  a  public  letter, 
to  be  the  precarious  flate  of  his  property  in  the  Wefl 
India  iflands.  He  withdrew  from  public  life  with  a 
name  efteemed  for  firmnefs  and  integrity. 

As  the  preparations  for  war  advanced,  this  Com- 
pany, amongft  others,  affumed  the  proper  pofture  of 
defence :  two  brafs  cannon  were  ordered ;  and  a  va- 
^gcficy  happening  in  the  office  of  adjutant,  it  was 
directed  that  the  candidates  fhould  exercife  the  bat- 
talion in  prefence  of  a  military  committee,  and  go 
through  the  manual  exercife  by  one  word  of  com- 
mands 
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mand.  The  general  court  Yrhich  aflembled  iu  Der 
cember  came  to  feveral  unportant  refolutions ;  amoogft 
which  they  declared : 

**  TbUt  the  prefcnt  critical  ftatc  of  public  affairs,  and  Ac 
general  preparations  for  war  making  throughout  £urop^ 
xieodered  it  necefiary  for  this  kiogdom  to  take  every  precau* 
tioQ  for  its  defence,  and  to  have  a  fufBcient  forc6  ready 
to  repel  any  hoftile  attempts  that  might  be  madcj  and  as  it 
appeared  by  charter  of  king  Henry  the  VIII th,  and  the  patents 
of  king  James  the  Id,  and  king  Charles  the  Ift,  that  the  Ax* 
tilkry  Company  of  London  was  in  thofe  tiroes  deemed  ufefu]  for 
the  maintenance,  defence^  and  fafety  of  the  realm,  and  as  it  might 
be  made  fo  again  by  a  proper  exertion  of  the  power  repofed  ia 
them  by  his  majefty's  moil  gracious  letter ;  that  therefore  it  be- 
came the  duty  of  the  Company  to  take  the  mod  fpcedy  and  effeo- 
tual  meafures  for  encouraging  gentlemen  to  enter  into  the  Com* 
pany,  and  alfo  to  promote  and  enforce  mih'tary  exercife  amongft 
the  members,  as  it  Is  only  by  nambers  and  difcipline  that  a  military 
corps  can  be  rendered  formidable  and  refpefiablc ; 

''.That  fo  much  of  the  order  of  the  general  court  of  July  29^ 
1777,  as  related  to  the  not  admitting  non-freemen  to  be  members 
of  this  Company,  fhould  be  refcinded : 

**  That  non- freemen  fhould  be  admitted  members  of  this  Com^ 
paoy  (but  while  they  continue  fuch^  not  be  eligible  to  be  chofen 
en  the  court  of  affiftants,  but  pay  izs,  per  annum  quart erage)« 
and  that  the  mode  of  election  (hould  be  the  fame  as  for  the  elec- 
tion of  freemen,  except  producing  the  copy  of  their  freedom: 

**  That  the  gentlemen  who  were  the  officers  for  theprefent  year 
fliould  continue  till  the  next  November;  and  that  for  the  future 
the  oiScers  for  the  year  ihould  enter  into  their  office  on  lord 
mayor's  day." 

A  plan  for  reftoring  the  Artillery  Company  to  its 
ancient  fplendour,  and  making  it  a  mofl  refpedable 
military  affoci^tion,  which  can  only  be  done  by  union^ 
numbers,  and  good  difcipline,  was  then  fuggefted; 
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to  promote  which  all  diftinftions  of  officers  and  ranks, 
&c.  (except  fuch  as  related  to  the  Company  as  the 
Artillery  Company  only)  fhould  be  laid  afide,  and  aH 
the  members  be  united  in  one  body,  wth  a  ynifomi 
peculiar  to  itfelf ;  which  uniform,  together  with  arms 
and  accoutrements,  each  member  fliould  fumifh  him- 
felf  with  at  his  owa  coft,  but  no  member  to  be  put  to 
any  expenfe  for  leads  or  fines  for  coming  into  office 
(except  a  Reward's  feaft  on  coming  on  the  court  of 
afiiftants),  but  all  expenfes  for  exerdfes  and  other 
incidental  charges  fliould  be  borne  by  the  Company ; 
and  for  better  difcipline,  all  members  under  fifty 
years  of  age  fliould  be  obliged  to  appear  under  arms 
at  every  exercife,  or  be  liable  to  fuch  fines  or  penalr 
ties  as  fliould  be  fixed  on,  without  he  can  fliew  fatis- 
fadory  caufe  for  his  negleft;  and  that  a  fum  not 
exceeding  50/.  per  ann.  fliould  be  allowed  for  the 
expenfes  of  the  court  and  its  committees. 

Another  motion  was  alfo  made  and  carried,  *'  That 
a  committee  be  appointed  to  wait  on  the  Right  Hon. 
Thomas  Harley,  prefident  of  this  Company,  requeft- 
ing  his  affiftance  for  a  proper  application  to  be  made 
to  his  Majefty,  or  his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Prince  of 
Wales,  for  200  ftands  of  arms  complete  for  the  Arjdl- 
lery  Company,  they  being  in  great  want  of  the  fame 
for  the  ufe  of  the  members  thereof,  who  wifli  and 
are  ready  to*  ftand  forth  in  defence  of  his  majefty's 
facred  perfon  and  family ;  at  the  fame  time  praying  that 
further  application  be  made  to  his  Majefty,  or  the 
Prince  of  Wales,  the  captain  general,  that  he  or  they 
would  be  gracioufly  pleafed  fo  far  to  coridefcend  as  to 
give  his  Company  two  brafe  field  pieces  of  cannon  for 

the 
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the  ufe  of  the  faid  Company,  that  they  might  appear, 
when  in  arms,  in  fuch  a  charafter  as  fhould  add  a  fur* 
ther  dignity  to  the  Company,  and  at  the  fame  time  do 
honour  to  his  royal  highnefs,  their  captain-general/* 

Confequent  to  thefe  refolutions,  a  military  com- 
mittee was  ^ablifhed,  and  Captain  John  Croker  was 
chdfen  adjutant,  by  ballot,  having  proved  himfelf  to 
be  duly  qualified  for  that  office,  on  which  almoft  the 
whole  difcipline  of  the  Company  is  repofed.  It  does 
not  appear  that  thefe  applications  were  ever  made ; 
and  it  is  a  principle  of  the  Company  never  to  receive 
any  liipplies  of  this  nature. 

Several  of  the  Company's  leafes  expiring  at  this 
time,  they  were  let  by  audlion  for  the  refidue  of  die 
term  in  the  exifting  leafe  from  the  city. 

1779.  The  new  year  was  introduced  by  the  inte- 
refting  trial  of  Admiral  Keppell,  at  Portfmouth,  at  the 
inftance  of  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer  ;  and  the  acquittal  of  the 
admiral  excited  an  univerfal  burft  of  joy  throvighout  the 
metropolis :  the  intemperance  of  popular  gratitude  was 
unhappily  teftified  by  vengeance  againft  the  oppofite 
party,  and  while  illuminations  rendered  the  Manfion- 
houfe,  the  Monument,  and  mod  of  the  private  houfes 
in  the  ftreets,  fplendid  demonftrations  of  joy,  the  rage 
of  midnight  violence  marked  with  deftrudion  thofe 
which  perfifted  in  their  obfcurity.  The  corporation  of 
London  prefented  the  vindicated  admiral  with  their 
freedom  in  a  box  of  gold,  and  invited  him  to  a  fplendid- 
entertainment,  at  which  the  fenior  alderman,  Brafs  Crof- 
by,  efq.  prefided.  The  Company,  during  thefe  nights, 
were  ordered  to  remain  in  readinefs,  but  there  was 
fortunately  no  caufe  for  requiring  their  aftive  fervices. 
3  A  com- 
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A  committee  of  the  aflbciation  mentioned  in  the  pre* 
<e£ng  year  made  a  fecond  application  for  an  eztenfioa 
cf  the  time  allowed  themtopraftife  in  the  Ground,  which 
the  court  found  it  neceflary  to  accord,  with  fome  limi- 
tations, and  acquainted  them  that  they  hzd  not  com- 
piled with  the  former  orders  of  the  court :  viz. 

Firft,  They  had  not  given  in  a  lift  of  the  names  of 
fbe  feveral  members  of  the  aflbciation  to  the  clerk  of 
lu&  Company.  Mr.  Smith,  their  treafurer,  repliec^ 
Thi&  court  not  feeming  agreeable. to  eleft  any  more 
freemen  of  the  aflbciation  to  be  members  thereof,  they 
had  fuppofed  that  any  further  lift  was  not  required  a^ 
brfore,  but  that  they  were  willing  to  redtify  that  mif- 
take  by  giving  a  proper  lift  of  their  members  to  the 
derk  of  this  Company, 

Second,  Their  advertifing  for  perfons  of  all  denomi- 
nations to  repair  to  the  armoury-houfe  without  the  con- 
fent  of  this  court ;  replied.  If  agreeable  to  the  court,  he 
would  read  the  advertifement,  which  was  read  accord- 
ingly :  after  reading  the  fame,  faid^  he  underftood  the 
court  gave  leave  for  the  gentlemen  of  the  aflbciation  to 
.  increafe,  as  that  was  their  original  plan  to  ftand  forth  (in 
time  of  danger)  in  defence  of  their  king  and  country, 
and  thought  advertifmg  the  moft  eligible  mode  to  in- 
creafe their  number,  not  fuppofmg  at  the  fame  tune 
that  it  would  give  the  leaft  offence  to  the  Company. 

Third,  Their  making  ufe  of  the  Company's  arms  ; 
replied.  If  any  gentleman  did  make  ufe  of  the  arm8» 
it  was  entirely  without  the  knowledge  of  the  committee, 
and  that  they  would  tak^  care  to  prevent  any  thing  of 
that  kind  in  future. 

Fourth, 
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Fourth,  Their  making  an  improper  ufe  of  the  upper 
part  of  the  houfe,  &c. ;  replied,  They  were  obliged  to 
the  Company  for  the  lower  part  of  the  houfe,  and  ,iF 
any  gentleman  tranfgrefTed  further,  by  informing  the 
committee,  they  would  take  care  to  prevent  any  offence 
being  given. 

Fifth,  Thdr  applying -to  the  court  of  lieutenancy  to 
ilter  the  day  fixed  for  the  officers  of  the  London 
militia,  members  of  this  Company,  to  be  exercifed, 
when  they  were  by  fuch  application  obliged  to  hav^: 
their  drill  days  on  Thurfdays  and  Fridays,  infteaJ 
of  Mondays,  Wednefdays  and  Fridays ;  replied,'  The 
application  went  not  from  the  committee,  but  from 
jbme  private  gentlemen  members  of  the  affodation; 
notwithftanding  which  they  fhould  be  obliged  to  the 
court  to  grant  a  continuance  of  their  day. 

Motions  were  then  made  and  carried.  That  the  ufe 
of  the  Ground,  great  hall,  Itjmber  room,  and  yard, 
Ihould  be  granted  to  the  military  affociation,  every 
Wednefday  and  Saturday,  for  two  months. 

This  appfication  was  followed  by  another  for  the  ufe 
•farms. 

A  very  large  admiflion  of  members  enfued :  thirty* 
eight  gentlemen  were  propofed,  but  for  want  of  fome 
<|ualifications,  were  not  admitted  ;  but  the  affociation 
were  allowed  the  ufe  of  the  Ground  for  a  year. 

Various  exertions  and  expenfes  of  the  Company 
had  by  this  time  confiderably  reduced  its  finances,  and, 
on  Michaelmas-day,  its  debt  was  declared  to  amount 
to  770/.  13s.  4J.  Among  other  plans  of  economy 
it  was  agreed  to  aboliih  the  ufual  entertainment  after 
che  exercifes. 

The 
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The  eledions  to  the  chief  offices  of  the  Company 
this  year  were,  at  a  general  court  on  the  4th  of  Odo- 
ber,  declared  in  favour  of  the  Right  Honourable 
Thomas  Harley,  prefident ;  Samuel  Plumbe,  efq. 
lord  mayor,  vice- prefident ;  Brackley  Kennett,  efq, 
lord  mayor  eleft,  treafurer,  &c,  &c« 

The  Company  tendered  their  fervices  as  ufual  to 
their  lord  mayor  eleft,  which  he  declined,  and  after- 
wards endeavoured  to  raife  a  body  of  men  in  aiins ; 
upon  which  the  court  publifhed  their  former  order  to 
prevent  any  of  their  members  from  appearing  in  arms 
with  any  other  corps,  and  alfo  the  order  of  the  lieu- 
tenancy to  the  fame  effeft.  His  lordfhip  afterwards 
applied  to  this  Company  to  perform  the  night  duty 
at  Guildhall ;  to  which  they  replied,  by  acquainting 
his  committee  of  his  lordfhip's  meafure :  this  fuggefted 
a  motion  in  the  court  of  common  council  on  the  fub- 
ject,  but  his  lordfliip  thought  proper  to  pay  50/.  to 
the  Company  in  lieu  of  the  ufual  fees  and  entertain- 
ment ;  and  the  late  lord  mayor,  who  had  reftifed  on 
the  laft  year,. now  alfo  paid  the  fame  fum.  The  pre^ 
'  fent  lord  mayor  ftill  perfifted  in  having  the  men  he 
had  chofen ;  and  the  Company  therefore,  on  the  6th 
of  November,  advertifed,  that  "  he  having  hired  a 
number  of  perfons  to  attend  him  on  lord  mayor's  day, 
they  hoped  that  if  any  cenfure  fliould  be  thrown  on 
them  for  mifcondufl:  or  otherwife,  it  would  not  be  im- 
puted to  the  Artillery  Company,  they  having  no  con- 
cern in  the  management  of  the  bufinefs  on  that  day.'* 
Several  members  of  the  Company  were  difcovered 
among  the  number  of  thefe  men,  they  were  therefore 
expelled  by  the  next  court :  many  of  them  holding 
commiffions  of  lieutenancy  in  the  or^inge  regiment, 

the 
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the  mayor  complained  to  that  board  of  this  expulfion* 
A  day  was  appointed,  when  a  committee  qi  the 
whole  court  of  affiftants  attended  them  to  explain 
their  conduft ;  and  afterwards  they  prefented  the 
lord  mayor  with  a  bill  of  charges  of  10/.  for  his  lead 
as  lieutenant-general  in  1^66 ;  and  of  10/-  for  that  of 
general  in  1 769 ;  of  which  he  delayed  the  payment 
for  confideration.  The  refult  of  thefe  negociations 
was,  that  in  the  following  April,  the  court  of  lieu- 
tenancy refcinded  their  feveral  orders,  obliging  their 
officers  to  be  members  of  the  Company,  and  thofe 
alfo  for  payment  of  78/.  70/.  and  30/.  yearly ;  and 
direfted  their  fergeants  not  to  do  duty  with  the  Com- 
pany on  their  grand  marches,  without  a  particular 
application.  The  Company  replied  to  thefe  refolu- 
tions  by  a  remonftrance,  and  an  account  of  the  ex- 
penfes  fuftained  for  the  lieutenancy  during  the  two 
laft  years  *. 

The  perfeverance  of  Mr.  Wilkes  in  his  annual  and 
unfuccefsful  oppofition  to  Mr.  Hopkins,  the  chamber- 
lain, was  this  year^  concluded  by  the  death  of  the 
latter,  which  was  reported  to  the  livery  on  the  22d 
of  November.  They  immediately  proceeded  on  their 
eleftion  of  a  fucceflbr,  and  Mr.  Wilkes  was  on  the 
24th  declared  the  fuccefsful  candidate  by  2332  votes, 
againil  370  for  William  James,  efq. 

1780.  During  the  recefs  of  the  winter,  the  people 
had  been  generally  aftuated  by  a  defire  to  appeal  4o 
the  ultimate  authorities  for  a  redrefs  of  the  grievances 
which  fome  popular  meetings  had  publilhed.  Aflbcia- 
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fions  and  petitions  to  parliament  for  procuring  a  re- 
form in  the  executive  and  reprefentative  fyftems  became 
the  ground-work    of  motions  and  refolurions  Ktde 
calculated  to  conciliate  with  thofe  who  were  fuppofed 
to  require  correftion.     Thg  counties   of  York  and  • 
Middlefex  fet  the  example  to  the  reft ;    twenty-one 
of  which  adopted  it,  and  were  followed  by  eleven 
towns,  of  which  London  was  at  the  head.    That  from 
the  county  of  York  was  introduced  to  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  by  Sir  George  Saville  in  February ;  that 
from  the  Jamaica  and  Weft  India  mercliants  followed. 
Thefe  gave  rife  to  very  interefting  and  animated  de- 
bates ;  to  Mr.  Burke's  plan  for  reforming  the  efta- 
blifliment  of  the  civil  lift,  the  abolition  of  the  board 
of  trade,  &c.   While  thele  fubjeds  agitated  the  Houfe 
of  Commons,  and  were  progrefGvely  tending  towards 
fuch  a  plan  as  would  in  the  end  have  probably  met 
the  wifhes  of  all  parties  without  injury  to  any,  an 
affair  totally   diftinft   from  them  was  at   the   fame 
time  carried  on  with  littie  notice,  till  it  broke  out 
with  fo  much  fury  and  violence  as  entirely  to  fruf- 
trate  every  moderate  and  folid  fyftem  of  reformation ; 
and  by  fanaticifm  and  frenzy  to  paralyfe  every  effort 
for  the  public  good.    An  affociation  had  been  formed 
in  London,  in  imitation  of  one  in  Scotland,  for  ob- 
taining a  repeal  of  a  recent  law  which  had  relaxed  the 
former  penal  ftatutes  againft  popery.     Inflammatory 
hand-bills,  advertifements,  meetings,  and  alarms,  were 
induftrioufly    circulated,   anfwered,  replied  to,    and 
denied.     At  length  Lord  George  Gordon,  the  pre-r 
fident,  affembled  50  or  60,000  followers  in  St.  George's 
Fields,  who  marched  to  the  doors  of  the  Houfe  of 

Commons, 
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Commons,  Foaded  with  rolls  of  fignatures  to  their 

petition.     The  watch-word  for  the  fafety  of  houfes 

and  property  was,  "  No  popery  j'*  the  cry  was,  *'  the 

danger  of  the  church;'/  and  the  enfign  of  a  blue 

cockade  was  the  external  fymbol  of  the  inward  grace 

required.    The  bifhops,  nobility,  and  leading  members 

of  both  houfes,  fhared  the  fatal  delufion  of  popular 

difapprobatiori :  the  chapels  of  the  foreign  minifters, 

fqme    of   thofe  who  differed    from  the  eftablifhed 

church,  and  many  of  the  houfes  of  men  ennobled 

by  birth  or  by  talents,  were  facrificed  to  a  fury,  the 

perpetrators  of  which  were  eithier  too  ignorant  or  too 

young  to  know  the  reafons  which  infHgated  thofe  by 

whom  they  were  employed.     Foremofl  in  this  lift  of 

difgracefiil  ruin  were  the  houfes  ^nd  libraries  of  Lord 

]V[ansfield,  the  chief  jujftice  of  England,  venerable  for 

his  years,  and  more  than  eminent  for  his  univerfal 

knowledge}  and  of  Sir  George  Saville,  the  friend  of 

civil  liberty,  the  fervant  only  of  truth.     The  terror  was 

fpread  by  a  divided  mot)  into  thirty-fix  different  places 

in  the  metropolis.;  and  while  the  frequent  crufh  of 

houfehold  property  poured  from  the  windows  in  every 

ftreet,  the  conflagrations  which  every  where  prevailed 

at  once  prefented  a  fcene  of  devaftation  and  horror, 

which  feared  the  imagination,  and  paralyfed  every 

'exertion.      Newgate  and  the  other  prifons  yielded 

their  maffy  bolts  t6  the  prevailing  fury,  and  the  fenfa- 

tion  of  their  diftra£lion.  was  increafed  by  the  rattling  of 

a  load  of  chains  and  fetters  drawn  along  the  pave** 

ment,  in  full  trot,  by  a  large  dray  horfe,  taken  from 

the  liable  of  a  neighbouring  brewery.     The  diftillery 

oi    MeiTrs^/Langdales,  in  Holbom^  affwded  a.  con- 

Y  vincing 
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vincing  evidence  of  the  confcientioitt  regard  for  the  reli- 
gion for  which  their  opponents  contended,  many  of 
whom  yielded  up  their  lives  devoted  vifUms  to  the 
liquors  which  flowed  down  the  ftreet  from  their  broken 
vats.  The  parliament  had  adjourned  for  feveral  days ; 
the  aflailants  prepared  an  attack  upon  the  Bank ;  and 
the  Manfion-houfe  an  d  the  Palace  were  alike  deftined 
to  the  popular  fury. 

Thefe  mournful  tranfadions  occupied  fix  days,  from 
the  2d  to  the  8th  of  June,  during  which  time  govern- 
ment had  fent  Lord  AmheA-fl  into  the  city,  with  fome 
|)arties  of  guards,  though  too  late  to  effeft  the  public 
fafety  ;  martial  law  was  proclaimed,  and  the  prefident 
of  the  affociation  was  committed  a  ftate  prifoner  to  the 
Tower. 

The  London  Aflbciation  and  the  Artillery  Company 
had  offered  their  fervices  to  the  chief  magiftrate,  who 
employed  great  part  of  them,  befides  a  party  of  the 
guards,  more  for  his  own  proteftion  than  for  thefup-- 
prefling  the  tumult  and  faving  the  lives  and  property 
of  his  fellow  citizens.  But  the  fubfequent  battles  of 
Broad-ftreet,  of  the  Poultry,  and  of  Blackfriars-bridge, 
proved  the  difcipline  and  valour  of  the  reft,  and,  at 
fifted  by  the  judicious  arrangements  of  the  commander 
in  chief,  to  reftore  that  tranquillity  which  the  fupine- 
nefs  of  the  lord  mayor  had  fuffered  to  be  thus  feverely 
difturbed. 

On  the  1 9th  the  king  reaflembled  the  parliament, 
with  expreffions  of  concern  at  thefe-inTurre&ion^  and 
the  fevere  recourfes  he  had  been  obliged  to  refort  to 
for  the  public  fafety ;  that  he  had  ordered  the  per* 
petrators  of  them  to  be  brought  to  fpeedy  trial,  and 

to 
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to  fuch  condign  punifliment  as  the  laws  prefcribed, 
and  the  vindication  of  public  juflice  demanded.  The 
Houfe  of  Commons  ftill  perfevered  in  their  principles 
of  toleration  j  but,  to  quiet  the  minds  of  well-meaning 
but  ill-informed  perfons,  they  paffed  fome  explanatory 
rcfolutions  ;  fhewing  that  the  late  a£t  had  been  mifre- 
prefented ;  that  it  did  not  give  any  authority  to  the  fee 
of  Rome  j  that  th^  houfe  would  ever  watch  over  the 
interefts  of  the  proteftant  church ;  and  that  all  endea- 
vours to  difquiet  the  minds  of  the  people  by  thefe 
mifreprefentations  had  a  manifeft  tendency  to  difturb 
the  peace,  to  break  the  union  then  neceflary,  to  bring 
difhonour  on  the  national  charader,  to  difcredit  the 
proteftant  religion  in  the  eyes  of  other  nations,  and  to 
fumi(h  occafion  for  the  renewal  of  the  perfecution  of 
our  proteftant  brethren  in  other  countries  ;  to  thefe 
was  added  a  bill  for  reftraining.papifts  in  the  in- 
ftrudion  of  youth,  &c. 

At  the  clofe  of  thefe  unhappy  difturbances,  the 
juftices  for  Middlefex  held  a  rotation  in  the  Company's 
armoury-houfe  during  feveral  days,  examining  perfons 
concerned  in  the  late  riots,  and  converting  the  cellar 
into  a  prifon,  without  any  regular  application  to  the 
Company  for  their  concurrence ;  which  proved  very 
difagreeable  to  the  officers  and  troops  of  the  Prince  of 
■Wales's  dragoons,  who  were  then  ftatioiled  there  on 
duty.  The  clerk,  engineer,  and  meffenger,  were  di- 
reSed  to  prevent  this  practice,  and  Colonel  Manfell 
and  the  officers  of  dragoons  had  leave  to  ufe  the  houfe 
during  pleafure  of  the  court,  who  were  invited  by  the 
Company  to  \  dinner  there  on  the  29th. 

After  feveral  prifoners  had  been  tried  and  condemn- 
V  2  ed» 
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ed,  a  deputation  from  the  court  of  ai&ilants  met  the 
flieriffsy  Wright  and  Pugh,  at  the  houfe  of  Mr.  Alder- 
man Kitchin,  in-  Bemer's  ftreet,  and  declared  th»r 
readinefs  to  attend  them  at  the  expeded  executions,  in 
fuch  manner  as  they  (hould  command  ;  and  they  were 
defired  alfo  to  apply  to  the  court  of  lieutenancy,  to 
refcind  their  order  relative  to  the  fergeants.  The 
fheriflfs  accepted  their  offer  j  but  the  lieutenancy  could 
not  permit  the  fergeants  to  niarch  with  the  Coinpany, 
being,  as  well  as  their  officers,  on  adual  duty  them- 
felves,  under  the  orders  of  their  court. 

The  court  of  affiftants  then  direded  that  no  body  of 
*  perfons  whatfoever  fliould  be  permitted  to  ufe  the  Artil- 
lery Ground,  except  the  Prince  of  Wales's  regiment, 
who  were  then  there  during  pleafure,  and  the  London 
affociation,  who  had*  a  like  grant  till  the  3d  of  Oc- 
tober. 

Several  members  and  commiifioned  officers  marched 
with  the  affociation,  on  feveraldays  of  thefe  executions, 
for.  which  they  were  fined  purfuant  to  the  order  of 
1763,  and  the  affodation,  and  any  others  with  them, 
were  prohibited  from  exercifmg  on  the  Ground,  on 
any  other  days  thait  Wednefdays  and  Saturdays,  of 
which  the  fentinels  had  due  notice. 

Colonel  Samuel  Vaughan,  from  the  Tower  Ward 
affociation,  defired  leave  to  exercife  at  the  lame  times 
as  the  London  arfTociation,  for  which  leave  was  granted. 

A  detachment  of  foot  guards  were  ordered  by  Lord 
Amherfl  to  encamp  on  the  Anillery  Ground,  and  the 
Prince  of  Wales's  regiment  to  qpit ;  upon  which,  after 
having  remained  there  nine  weeks.  Colonel  Manfell, 
on  his  departure,  returned  his  thanks  for  the  accom- 
3  .    modadon 
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iriodatiori  lie  hadi  received ;  and  the  following  letter 
was  fent  to  his  lordfhip  : 

My  Lordi 

-•^  Th»  committee  of  tKc  honourable  the  Artillery  Com- 

pany^ having  received  information  that  a  parry  of  guards  are  to  re« 
lieve  the  3d  regiment  of  dragoon  guards,  at  prefent  in  the  Ground, 
beg  leate  16  a<;qttaiiit  your  lordAiip,  that  the  Company  have^  dur- 
ing the  late  unhappy  fituation  of  affairs*  yielded  every  aflillance  in 
tfieir  power  to  accommodate  the  troops^  by  which  the  bufinefs  of 
the  Company  has  been  totally  neglected ;  and'  as  the  boufe  and 
gfOUfid '  ai*e  private  property,  and  at  prefent  much  wanted,  hope 
they  (haQ-  not  {pve  any  offence  in  not  admitting  any  more  troops  , 
on  the  premifi^^s. 

Armoury  Houfc,  By  Order  of  the  Commroittee, 

Auguft  10,   i78o,  PETER  LONGES,  Clerk. 

To  the  Right  Hon.  Lord  Amherft. 

.HIS  LORDSHIPS  ANSAVER. 
gtjty.  Whitehall,  Aug.  11,  i7Sa  . 

I  HAVE  received  thefaTour  of  your  letter  of  ycfterday'a'  - 
dat€,  wherein  you  inform  me,  tftat  *'  The  committee  of  the  honour- 
aMe  flit  Artillery  Company,  having  received  information  that  a  party 
of  gtiatA  a^  to  relieve  the  jd  regiment  of  dragoon  gu^ds,  at 
prcftrit  fa  the  Ground,  beg  leave  to  acquaint  your  lordfhip  that 
thd  Comjrtmf  have,  (during  the  late  unhappf  fituation  of  affairs,) 
yiddcd  evfcr^  flfffiftincein  their  power  to  accommodate  the  trdops,by 
wIlfcH  thc4ittfin<f*ofthe<:ompany  has  been  totally  negleaedj  and 
a^  tilt  houfe  ttftd  jr^nd  arc  priviite  property^  and  at  prefent  much 
wanted,  hope  they  (hall  not  give  any  offence  in  not  admitting  any 
more  troops  on  the  prcmifes."  And  t  brg  you  will  be  (o  good  as 
to  inform  the  committee,  that  as  1  cannot  tinnk  it  fafc  all  the  troops 
ihould*beat  once  withdrawn  from  thai  part  ot  the  town,  I  propofc 
to  fend  for  the  prefent  a  detachment,  confining  of  150  men,  \o  be 
encamped  in  the  Artillery  Ground,  for  the  purpofc  of  furnifhing  the 
B^ccffary  guard  for  the  Bank,'  an*  of  affurding  tmy  afDflanee  or 
^     -  .  X      Y  3  protcftioa 
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protect  ion  that  may  be  wanting  in  that  part  of  the  town ;  and  I  hope 
this  fmall  number  of  men  encamped,  may  not  be  at  all  inconTC- 
nient  to  the  gentlemen  of  the  Honoui able  Artillery  Company. 

I  am,  Sir» 
Your  moft  obedient  humble  fenrant. 
To  Capt.  Peter  Longcs  of  the  AMHLRST- 

Hon.  the  Aitillerj  Coopanj. 

The  Company  then  ordered  that  no  troops  fhould  be 
admitted  into  the  hoqfe  kitchen  or  lumber  room; 
and  the  clerk,  major,  engineer,  and  armourer,  were 
ordered  to  keep  the  gates  locked,  and  not  to  fuffer 
any  but  thofe  who  were  duly  authorized  to  enter. 

They  then  replied  to  his  lordihip's  letter : 

My  Lord^ 

The  court  of  affifiantshaytngbeen  fummonedto  confider 
of  your  letter  relative  to  admitting  the  guards  into  the  Artillery 
Ground^  after  duly  confidcring  the  fame,  beg  leave  to  reprefent  to 
your  lord(hip,  that  they  fuffered  the  3d  regiment  of  dragoon  guards 
to  continue  in  the  Gkound,  as  at  that  time  every  confidcration  of 
private  intercft  was  given  up  to  publie  utility;  and  at  the  fan^e  time 
beg  leave  to  add,  that  the  Company  is  coniiderably  in  debt,  which 
will  be  much  increafed  by  the  damage  already  done  by  the  tixyopa 
to  the  premifes  and  the  lofs  of  the  herbage ;  hope  your  lordfhip  will 
tpm  your  thoughts  to  fome  other  place,  as  many  places  may  be 
recommended,  which,  in  their  humble  opinion,  are  as  well  calcu- 
lated for  the  purpofe ;  hope  the  above,  and  the  claufes  in  their 
leafe  with  the  city,  will  be  a  fufficient  reafon  for  not  admitting  th^ 
troops  at  this  Ume. 

I  am,  my  Lord, 

Your  Lordihip's 

moft  obedient  humble  ferrant. 
Armoury  Houfe,  (By  Order  of  the  Court) 

Augull  12,  1 7  8d.  peter  LONGES,  Qcrk. 

i:he  Right  Hon.  Lord  Amherft. 

To 
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To  which  Lord  Amherft  returned  the  foUowihg 
anfwer: 

Sift, 

I  HAVE  r^eccivcd  the  favour  of  your  letter  of  ycftcrday's 
date,  whereiQ  you  inform  me  chat  the  court  of  afliftants  of  the  Ar- 
tillery Company,  which  had  been  fummoned  to  take  into  confidcr- 
ation  mjr  letter  of  the  lithinftant,.defire^  *'  That  I  will  tutn  my. 
thoughts  to  fome  other  place>  and  not  fend  the  150  men  which  1 
propofed  for.  the  defence  and  proted^ion  of  the  inhabitants  in  that 
part  of  London  to  be  encamped  in  the  Artillery  Grouqdj"  to 
which  It  If  only  neceffary  for  me  to  obferve,  that  I  can  have  no  . 
other  objeft  on  this  occafion  than  to  provide,  in  the  bed  manner  I 
am  able,  for  th«  general  quiet  and  fecurity  pf  the  metropolis ;  and 
the  ijtuation  of  the  Artillery  Ground  is  particularly  well  adapted 
for  the  accommodation  of  the  troops  which  are  more  immediately 
neceflary  for  the  protedion  of  that  fide  oF  London.  J  muft  beg  leave 
to  add,  that  in  a  converfation  which  I  fome  time  fince  had  with 
Mr.  Harley,  I  had  no  reafon  to  apprehend  any  difficulty  would  hare 
arifen  in  the  affording  this  accommodation,  and  in  which  the  fafety 
of  fo  confiderable  a  part  of  JLdndon  is  /concerned;  apd  I  muft,  in 
juftice  to  Mr.  Harley,  inamediately  acquaint  him  with  the  objec* 
tione  that  are  now  made. 

I  am,  Sir,  your  mod  obedient, 

and  moil  humble  fervant, 

*     AMHERST,^ 
To  Captain  Pettr  Longcs^ 

of  the   Artillery  Company. 

The  court  were  fummoned  for  the  15th,  to  ponli- 
dcr  this  answer,  when  the  following  letter  was  rei- 
ccived  from  the  lord  mayor  : 

I  sivs  beei\{nforffled,  that  a  court  of  affiftants  of  the 
Artillery  Company  is  fummoned  for  thid  afternoon,  to  receive  an 
anfwtr  from  Lerd  Amherft  to  the  letter  fent  by  laft  court.  I  (hould 

Y4  be 
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be  glad  (before  any  anfwer  is  given)  to  hate  a  co[^  of  the  faidlcN 
ter  to  lay  before  the  couit  of  lieutenancy^  which  I  fhall  order  to  be 
held  for  that  purpofe  on  Thurfday  next. 

BARCKLEY  KENNET,  Mayor. 
Manfion-houfe^  Aug.  15^  I'^So. 

To  Peter  Longes, 
Clerk  to  the  Artillery  Company. 

The  court  returned  his  lordihip  the  following 
anfwer : 

My  Lord, 

I  AM  defircd  by  the  court  to  acquaint  you»  that  tbe 
letter  received  from  Lord  Amherft  concerns  the  members  of  tbe  Ar- 
tillery Company^  and  them  only,  nor  does  it  require  any  anfwer. 
I  am,  your  Lordflilp's 

moft  obedient  humble  fcrvant, 

PETER  LONG  ES,  Clerk, 
Armoury-houfe,  Aug,  15,  1780. 
To  the  Right  Honourable  the  Lord  Mayor. 

The  refult  was,  that  the  Company  retained  their 
ground. 

On  the  12th  of  September,  all  the  arms  of  the 
Company  were  called  in,  by  an  exprcffs  order  of 
court,  but.  no  more  than  two  ftands  were  brought  in, 
owing  to  the  lord  mayor  having  ordered  the  officers 
and  fergeantsto  do  diity  at  Moorgate  where  fome 
of  the  rioters  were  executed*. 

The  rcafon  for  caUing  in  the  arms  arofc  from  a  very 
important  fubjcdl  of  difcuffion,  which  at  this  time  oc- 
cupied the  minds  of  the  firft  ftatcfmen  in  the  cabi- 
net, and  the  active  citizens  who  had  aflbciated  in 
arms,  as  to  the  extent  of  their  authority  for  fo  doing 
by  the  Bill  of  Rights. 

•  Court  Book. ' 

A  letter, 
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A  letter,  which  had  been  written,  during  the  late 
difturbaficcs,  by  the  noble  lord  at  the  head  of  the 
.  army,  and  confirmed  by  others  of  a  fubfequent  date, 
contained  orders  to  the  officer  who  commanded  the 
military  forces  in  the  city  of  London,  to  difarm  all 
perfons  who  did  not  belong  to  the  militia,  or  who  did 
not  carry  them  under  the  royal  authority ;  this  mca- 
-  furc  being  conGdcred  as  contrary  to  the  natural  rights 
of  mankind,  as  well  as  to  the  exprefs  law  of  the  land, 
it  gave  no  fmall  umbrage  without  doors,  and  became 
a  iubjcd  of  fbme  animadverfion  within.     Itlikewife 
occafioncd  fome  confufion  in  the  city,  where  the  inha- 
bitants were  aflbciating  and  arming  for  mutual  defence, 
under  the  condudl  of  their  refjreftive  magiftrates  ; 
and  became   the  ground  of  a  correfpondcnce  which 
has  be^n  publi (bed  between  the  chief  magiflrate  and 
the  lord  prefidcnt  of  the  council.     This  matter  was 
taken  up  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  on  the  21ft  of  June, 
by  the  Duke  of  Richmond,  at   whofe  motion,  after 
fome  anrmadvcr(ion  on  the  fubjeft  on  a'  preceding 
day,  the  letters  in  queftion,  the  plan  of  an   allbcia* 
by  the  lord  majror,  and  the  declaration  of  rights  in 
2   William  and    Mary,    were  all  read :    the  duke 
then  obferved,  that  thofe  letters  were  depofited  in  the 
public  archives  j  that  they  would  defcend  to  pofterity 
a  mod  alarming  precedent  of  a  mod  violent  and  un- 
warrantable infringement  of  the  confticutioui  if  no  re- 
folution  of  ccnfurc  and  difapprobation  was  entered  on 
the  records  of  parliament.   He  had  nothing  to  do  with 
the  noble  lord's  intention ;    his  intention  might  be 
perfectly,  innocent,  nay,  it  might  be  laudable.     But 
the  letter  of  the  order  was  dangerous;  future  advan- 
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tage  mighc  be  taken  of  it  to  the  deftrudion  of  our  free- 
dom, and  therefore  it  was  that  he  anxioofly  wiibed 
their  lordfliips  to  come  to  fome  rclblution  on  the  fub- 
je<5l;  he  accordingly  moved,  "  That  the  Icwer  of 
Jcffery  Lord  Amherft,  dated  June  13,  to  Colonel 
Twifleton,  then  commanding  an  armed  force  in  the 
dry  of  London,  in  which  he  orders  him  to  difarm  the 
inhabitants,  who  had  armed  tbemfelves  for  the  defence 
of  their  lives  and  properties,  and  likewife  to  detain 
their  arms,  contained  an  unwarrantable  command  to 
deprive  the  citizens  of  their  legal  property  ;  was  ex- 
prcisly  contrary  to  the  fundamental  principles  of  the 
conflitution,  and  a  violation  of  one  of  their  moft  fa- 
cred  rights,  as  declared  in  2  William  and  Mary, 
that  every  proteftant  fubjedl  of  this  empire  is  entitled 
to  carry  arms  in  his  own  defence.*' 

The  noble  lord,  wlio  was  the  fubjeft  of  the  propofcd 
refolgtion,  had,  upon  the  firft  mention  of  the  affajr, 
juftified  the  letter,  by  faying  it  related  only  to  the 
mob,  and  the  riotous  rabble,  who,  he  had  received 
information,  were  poffcflcd  of  firelocks  j  that  he  had 
done  his  duty,  and  was  ready  to  abide  the  confc- 
qucnces.  But  this  juftification  not  being  admitted  on 
the  other  fide,  who  contended  that  it  was  totally  over- 
thrown by  the  word  inhabitants  in  the  firft  letter, 
and  the  explanations  in  that  which  followed  relative 
to  the  armed  affociations,  nevv  grounds  of  vindication 
or  defence  were  taken  by  the  minifters  upon  the  mak- 
ing of  this  motion. 

They  faid,  that  while  they  allowed  the  right  of  pro- 
tectant Engliftimen  to  arm,  whether  in  defence  of 
their  own  perfons  and  houfes,  or  thofc  of  their  neigh- 
bours. 
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hours,  they  muft  confidcr  a  wide  difference  between 
their  afting  in  this  defcnfive  manner  for  the  immediate 
pr<iie(5iion  of  their  perfons  and  properties,  and  their 
aflelhbling  armed  in  bodies,  and  marching  out  in  mar- 
tial  array;  the  firft  was  clearly  juftifiable,  becaufc  of  its 
neceffity ;  the  latter  might  lead  to  many  dangerous  con- 
fcquences  :  that  it  was  not  eafy,  even  now,  to  look 
back  with  an  equal  and  compoied  mind,  or  indeed 
without  confiderable  emotion,  to  thofc dreadful  difturb- 
anccs ;  what  then  muft  it  have  been  in  the  tnidft  of 
that  fcene  of  outrage,  danger,  and  confufion  ?  It  was 
in  the  wild  uproar  and  confufion  of  that  fcenc,  that 
the  .  noble  Jord  gave  the  order :  the  meafurc  was 
prompted  by  the  fpurof  theoccafion  The  neceffity 
and  occafion,  as  in  numberlefs  inftances,  muft  juftify 
the  ad.  It  was  not  to  be  conceived,  that  in  the  iitu- 
ation  in  which  the  noble  lord  was  engaged,  he  could 
pay  nice  attention  to  his  exprcffions ;  or  that  a  man, 
educated  in  the  field,  fhould  be  acquainted  with  all 
the  privileges  of  the  Bill  of  Rights. 

But  the  oppofition  contended  that  there  was  no 
weight  in  the  argument,  that  the  letter  was  written, 
in  a  ftate  of  hurry  and  confufion  j  for  the  date  (hewed 
that  it  had  been  written  feveral  days  after  the  difturb- 
ancc  and  danger  were  over.  Jt  was  therefore  to  be 
confidered  as  a  mealure  taken  upon  due  deliberation, 
and  it  was  of  too  ferious  and  alarming  a  nature  to  be 
pa0ed  over  without  the  notice  of  parliament.  They 
therefore  urged,  and  even  fupplicated  the  houfe,  not 
to  permit  fuch  a  letter  to  defccnd  as  a  record  and  pre- 
cedent to  pofterity,  without  fome  mark  of  their  dif- 
approbation  ;  at  any  rate  a  dircd  negative  would  be 

highly 
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highly  impolitic. .  They  ought  at  Ic^ft  to  take  fomc 
gentle  method  ofdifpofing  of  the  propofition^  and  to 
leavt  fomething,  however  lenient,  on  their  journals, 
which  might  prove  an  antidote  to  the  poifon. 

The  qucftion  was,  however,  negatived  without  a 
'dtvifion.  Two  motions  on  the  fame  ground  were 
made  by  Mr.  Sawbridge,  a  few  days  after,  in  the  Houfe 
of  Commons,  where  they  met  with  a  fimilar  fate. 

The  London  aflfociation  was  on  duty  from  the  be- 
ginning of  the  riots,  till  after  the  execution  of  the 
rioters,  under  the  command  of  Sir  Barnard  Turner,  as 
captain,  and  Henry  Smith,  efq.  as  major.  As  foon 
as  they  received  the  intimation  of,  the  letter  above 
mentioned,  they  convened  their  corps  in  the  Egyp- 
tian-hall at  the  Manfion-houfe,  where  they  were  per- 
forming duty  J  they  unanimoufly  rcfolved  that  they 
had  by  the  Bill  of  Rights  a  well  grounded  authority, 
and  would  not  furrendcr  their  arms,  preferring,  if  ne- 
ceflary,  to  ftand  upon  the  defenfive.  They  confid^red, 
that  having  riflced  their  lives  in  the  protedlion  of  the 
dty,  it  was  rather  harfli  to  expe6l  of  them  to  rclin- 
qififh  the  very  power  while  they  were  reaping  thfe  har- 
veft  of  renown.  7  heir  determination  was  handed  to 
the  miniftry,  and  the  captain  and  major  were  ft>on  af- 
terwards defired  to  attend  the  council.  They  were 
introduced  into  a  large  room,  where  they  found  Lord 
George  Germain,  Lord  Amhcrft,  Lord  Mansfield, 
Lord  North,  and  fcveral  of  the  minifters ;  and  in  a 
corhcr,  behind  a  very  large  fcrecn,  lat  the  great  repre- 
fentative  of  executive  authority. 

They  repealed  their  demand  ;  to  which  the  captain 
and  lieutenant  replied  on  the  ground  of  the  Bill  of 
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Rights,  and  argued  the  conftruflion  of  that  claufc  in 
the  flatutc,  with  great  ingcjiuity^  to  extend  to  an  array. 
The  minifters  fuggcfted  that,  perhaps,,  fomc  pecuni- 
ary compenfation  might  be  arranged  i  but  the  high 
and  honourable  temper  of  the  men  whom  they  ad- 
dreflcd  could  fcarcely  brook  this  propofal :  they  thep 
offered  them  rank  and  honours ;  but  thefe  men  ef- 
tecmi^d  no  tide  io  lofty  as  the  efteem  of  their  fellow 
citizens  j  no  rank  fo  great  as  that  of  unfullied  virtue  ; 
no  honour  fo  tranfcendent  as  that  of  confident  in^c- 
.  grity.  They  withdrew,  and  no  further  fteps  were 
taken  5  and  having  reaped  new  laurels  by  withftand- 
ing  all  thefe  overtures,  they  fome  time  afterwards  bci- 
came  members  of  the  Artillery  Company.  • 

A  general  court  was  held  in  the  enfuing  October, 
when  a  Committee  was  formed  to  extend  the  utility  of 
the  (bcicty,  and  fome  regulations  were  made  for  that 
purpofe ;  the  whole  of  the  affociation  were  propofcd 
for  admiflion,  and  the  following  refolution  was  made 
in  favour  of  their  captain : 

That,  for  tb«  fpirited  and  adive  p^rt  taken  bj  Barnard 
Turner,  efq.  in  fuppreffing  the  late  dangerous  riots  in  this  metrof 
polls,  and  the  efllential  afliitance  given  by  him,  and  the  gentlemen 
under  his  command,  to  the  civil  magidrates,  in  protefling  the  lives 
and  properties  of  their  fellow  citizens,  this  general  court  does,  as 
a  teftimony  of  their  approbation  of  his  public  condu£^,  hereby  prder 
and  declare. 

That  the  faid  Barnard  Turner,  efq.  be  admitted  an  honorary- 
member  of  this  Company,  free  of  the  ufual  iine>  any  former  ordcf 
te  the  contrary  notwithflanding. 


The 
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The  elcflions  were  then  proceeded  upon,  whcil 
BrafsCrofby,  cfq.  was  eleftcd  prefidint,  by  ballot; 
Sir  Watkin  Lewes,  vice-prefidcnCi  and 
Sir  William  Plomer,  trcafurer. 

The  affairs  of  the  Company  required  confidcrablc 
attention,  as  the  balance  declared  againft  it  was 
579/.  ij.4^*. 

The  military  committee  formed  a  number  of  very 
ulcful  regulations  for  the  government  of  the  Compmy 
in  its  military  capacity  :  they  called  in  the  arms  they 
had  lent  to  the  militia,  during  the  late  riots  5  a  fub- 
fcription  for  two  brafs  cannon  was  promoted;  a  new 
uniform  and  arms  were  agreed  upon  ;  feveral  mem- 
bers were'propofcd  and  cholen  ;  and  the  eftate  com- 
mittee were  attentively  engaged  in  treaties  with  the 
tenants  for  the  renewals  of  their  leafcs. 


^SECTION    IV. 

From  1781  to  1782.  , 

1781.  The  public  mind,  after  refting  from  the 
horrors  to  which  every  excitation  of  alarm  had  in  the 
pad  year  been  agitated,  diverged  into  a  jcaloufy  of 
every  thing  which  once  liad  received  favour  from  its 
popularity,  and  was  cherilhed  under  the  feeling  of 
public  good.  Aflcmblies,  which  had  often  met  for 
the  fimple  difcuffion  of  queftions  of  policy  and  go- 
vernment, loft  their  merit  of  inftru<5lion  and  improve- 
ment, under  the  dread  of,  and  caution  againft,  a  dif- 
guifed  fcdi  ion.  Meetings  for  the  confideration  of  a 
common  tax  bill,  againft  or  in  favour  of  which  any 
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particular  clafs  of  tradefmcn  felt  thcmfclve^  intercftcd, 
required  magifterial  fandtion.  The  civil  authority, 
to  which  every  friend  to  his  country  and  conftitution 
wifticd  to  pay  a  juft  deference,  began  to  yield  its  de- 
pendence to  the  more  effective  iufluencc  of  niilitary 
power,  becaufe  it  had^been  proved  that,  by  the  weak* 
ncfs  of  the  magiftrate,  his  fellow  citizens  had  been 
driven  to  the  ultimate  refource  of  arms.  The  murmurs 
which  had  been  heard,  and  had  often  been  accuftomcd 
to  whifper  caution  to  the  flrongmeafures  of  government, 
were  hulhed  into  filcncc  by  the  far  fevcrer  terror  of  an 
audacious  populace  ;  and  the  juft  vigilance,  which  had 
cxcrcifcd  its  free  examination  of  the  mealurcs  of  the 
ftate,  funk  into  bafliful  timidity  at  the  horror  of  raif- 
ingup  the  lawlefs  hydra,  that  threatened  annihilation 
both  to  government  and  people.  Such  were  the  fatal 
and  national  confequcnces  which  gave  the  death  wound 
to  the  ancient  civil  power,  which  raifed  into  exulting 
importance  the  hitherto  unrcfpciited  glory  of  arms, 
and  which  ftrengthened,  by  extraordinary  confi- 
dence, the  hands  and  the  meafurcs  of  the  adminiftra* 
tion  of  the  country. 

The  fpirit  of  affociation  for  military  difcipllne  fpread 
univerfaily  under  the  denomination  of  afljfting  the  ci- 
vil magiftrate,  which  has  ever  (ince  been  -held  as  a 
conftitutional  and  neceflary  duty  ;  and  that  duty  and 
that  neceflfity  have,  on  many  fubfequent  occafions,  been 
fufliciently  proved  :  when  the  perfonal  prcfencc  and  fu- 
jpcrintending  orders  of  the  civil  magiftrate  have  been 
attentively  obeyed,  it  ha<i  been  the  judicious  office 
of  the  latter  to  reftrain  the  ardour  of  the  former,  but 
CO  (hew  to  the  deluded  populace  that  the  terror  is  ready 
if  unduly  provoked  by  lawlefs  difturbancc. 

On 
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Oq  th^  24th  of  January  Lord  George  Gordon.wa^ 
brought  from  thel  ower  tothe  bar  6f  the  court  of  King's 
Bench,  where  the  indifl-ment  was  read  to  him,  to  which 
having  pleaded  not  guilty,  the  day  for  his  trial  was  fixed 
for  the  5th  of  February,  after  which  he  was  remanded 
to  the  Tower.  The  magiftrates  were  juftly  appre- 
henfivc  that  the  general  intereft  which  this  trial  excited 
would  require  their  utmoft  attention  \  the  battalion  of 
the  Artillery  Company  was  accordingly  aOembled  in 
arms,  to  affift  the  civil  magiftrare  in  the  prefcrvarion 
of  the  public  peace.  The  London  aflbciation  met 
them  at  the  armoury-houfe,  to  arrange  a  conjoined 
plan  of  duty ;  a  committee  of  the  ward  aflbci^tions  re* 
quefted  the  ufc  of  the  Ground  for  accommodation  of 
as  many  of  their  members  as  might  attend  to  coope- 
rate with  the  Company,  meaning  to  put  thcmfelvcs 
under  the  command  of  the  (herifFsi  but,  upon  cxpla- 
natfon,  propofcd  to  put  themfclves  under  the  com- 
mand of  the  officers  of  the  Company. 

The  (lieriffs  came  to  the  court  of  af&ftants,  and  ac« 
quainted  them  that  they  had,  at  an  interview  with  Lord 
btormont,  ofle  of  the  principal  fccrctaries  of  ftatc,  in- 
formed him,  that  the  Artillery  Company,  and  the  Lon- 
don and  ward  aflbciatiohs,  had  offered  their  fervices  to 
guard  and  keep  the  peace  of  the  city,  during  the 
tsnXy  and  they  were  fully  affured  that  they  were 
competent  to  guard  the  city  without  the  affiftance 
of  any  of  his  majcfiy's  troops;  that  they  confifted 
pf  gentlemen  well  affc6lcd  to  his  majefty's  pcrfon  and 
government,  and  the  happy  conftitution  of  this  coun- 
try ;  and  that  great  numbers  of  them  were  merchants, 
principal  tradefmen,  and  men  of  great  property  in  the 

city 


CH.  XII,  Geo.  IIL-r^Jn.' 1781.  337 

city  of  London ;  that  bis  lordfhip  had  cjcprcfled  his 
fatisfi'dlion  at  this  information,  and  had  faid,  that  the 
troops  would  in  confcqucnce  be  employed  to  guard 
the  city  of  Weftminftcr  and  county  of  Middlcfcx ; 
and  that  he  was  much  obliged  to  the  flieriffs  for  their 
care  and  attention  towards  the  prefetvation  of  the 
peace. 

The  IherifFs  alfo  expreflcd  their  thanks  to  .the  court 
of  affiftants  for  their  readincfs  and  attention  to  themi 
as  well  as  to  the  city:  that  they  IhouW  -  leave  the 
planning  and  arrangement  of  the  duty  entirely  to  thc'ri^ 
difcrction;  and  dcfired  they  might  be  informed  where 
the  head  quarters  were  fixed,  as  one  of  them  wdulcf  be 
fure  to  attend  there.  • 

The  Company  being  now  on  duty,  and  the  different 
ward  affociations  having  muftered  in  the  Ground  under 
the  comm.and  of  the  Company,  were  formed  into  one 
battalion :  Cattle  Baynard  Ward,  undef  the  commanll 
of  Captain  JohnWilloughby,  being  firft  iivlhe  Ground, 
and  having  their  ammunition  ready,  were  detached  ta 
Londontbridge,  at  eight  o'clock,  to  guard  the  water* 
works. 

And  a  detachment  of  thirty- fix  privates,  under  the 
command  of  Captain  Thomas  WilHatn  Prcfton,  re- 
lieved them  at  ten  o'clock,  confiding  of  the  Billingf- 
gate  and  Tower  Ward  affociations,  with  orders  to  re- 
main at  St.  Magnes  church;  Caftle  Baynard  Ward  be* 
ing  returned,  joined  the  battalion  in  the  Ground,  which 
was  then  divided  into  ten  companies. 

The  fourth  company  was  detached  under  the  com- 

itiand    of  Captain    Thomas  Davis  to  Biihop'gate 

Church,  with  orders  to  fix  proper  guards  at  the  ex* 
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ciie  and  pay  offices,  conliftin^  of  Biihop(gate  Ward, 
&c. 

The  fifth  company,  under  the  command  of  Major 
Holden^  wasdeuched  to  the  Manfion-houfe,  confiding 
of  Cheap  Ward,  and  St.  Andrew's  Holbom,  &c. 

The  fixth,  feventh,  and  eighth  companies,  confifiing 
of  Farringdon  Ward  Within,  &c.  were  detached  to  the 
college  of  phyficians,  and  then  divided  into  three  di- 
vifionsi  that  of  the  coUege  confiding  of  twenty-four 
privates,  under  the  command  of  Captain  John  Bailey ; 
twenty- four  detached  to  Wood-ftrectcomptcri  under 
the  command  of  Captain  James  Simpfon ;  and  twenty- 
four  to  the  Poultry  compter,  under  the  command  of 
Captain  John  Downcs. 

The.firfl:  company,  under  the  command  of  Captain 
William  White,  confiding  of  the  members  of  the 
Company,  &c.  at  the  armoury-houfe. 

The  fecond  company,  Coleman-fireet  and  Cripple- 
gate  Within,  under  the  command  of  Captain  Robert 
Fingdpn. 

The  third  company,  Cordwainers  and  Brcadrdrcct 
Wards,  &c.  under  the  command  of  Captain-lieutenant 
John  Rich^dfon. 

.  The  ninth  company,  Cadle  Baynard  Ward,  under 
the  command  of  Captain  John  Willoughby. 

The  tenth  light  in&ntry  connpany,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Mr.William  Stone. — Thcfe  four  lad  compa- 
nics  were  ordered  to  remain  at  head  quarters,  at  the 
'  armoury  houfe. 

Then  the  court  adjourned,  at  five  o^clock,  to 
Guildhall^  to  bold  the  head  quarters  during  the  re- 
mainder of  the  duty,  in  order  to  be  nearer  to  the  dif- 
ferent detached  parties,  and  the  parol  and  counterfign 

was 
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was  ordered  to  be  had  from  the  lord  mayor.  A  letter 
was  then  fcnt,  under  die  fignature  of  the  adjutant,  Ste- 
phen Clark,  to  the  direftors  of  the  Bank,  to  inform 
them,  that  the  Company  had  under  their  command  a 
body  of  300  men  at  their  head  quarters  at  Guildhall, 
and  ofFeringtheir  fervices.  The  direfiors  returned  their 
thanks  in  writing,  that  they  had  a  detachment  of  the 
guards  at  the  Bank,  and  if  any  occafion  required,  they 
would  apply  to  head  quarters  at  Guildhall,  and  (hould 
be  happy  in  the  Company's  afliftance. 

At  eleven  o'clock  the  (herilFs  came  to  head  quarters 
from  the  trial  at  Weftminfter,  and  informed  the 
commanding  officer  that  the  uitnefles  were  all 
examined,  notwithftanding  which  they  imagined  the 
biifineis  would  not  be  over  until  four  or  five  o'ck>ck 
in  the  morning,  end  requelled  the  Company  to  at* 
tend  the  next  night,  in  order  to  prevent  anyViots  or 
illuminations. 

Ac  half  paft  five  o'ck>ck  on  Tuefday  morning  ad- 
vice was  brought  to  hei^d  quarters,  that  the  trial  was 
over,  and  that  his  lordfhip  was  acquitted  at  five  o'clock; 
whereupon  the  major*general  at  fix  wrote  to  ^  the 
different  outpofts,  ordering  the  commanding  officer 
of  the  ieveral  detached  parties  to  difcharge  the  gen- 
dcmen  under  their  command,  at  the  fame  time  de- 
firing  their  attendance  again  at  five  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon  in  the  Artillery  Ground. 

No  diAurbances  or  riots  of  any  kind  happened  dar- 
ing the  guard  being  on  duty. 

On  the  6th  of  February  Major  Symonds,  on  duty 
in  Caftle  Baynard  Ward,  received  a  letter  from  Wil- 
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liam  Stone,  the  fccretary  of  that  affociation,  intimating 
that  they  could  not,  without  great  inconvcnicncy,  at- 
tend the  ordcn  of  the  Artillery  Company,  bymuftcr- 
ing  in  the  Ground  that  evening,  but  would  hold  them- 
fclvcs  ready  to  go  on  duty  (Ihould  there  be  the 
Icaft  difturbance),  and  should,  as  before,  put  them- 
fclves  under  the  command  of  the  Artillery  Company; 
and  that  this  refolution  did  not  proceed  from  any 
difinclination  to  the  fervice,  but  from  the  ncceffity  of 
attention  to  their  bufinefs. 

At  the  adjournment  of  the  court  from  the  armoury- 
boufe  to  Guildhall,  at  feven  o'clock.  Captain  Charles 
Lincoln,  commander  in  chief,  took  the  chair,  when 
it  was  ordered,  that  the- members  of  the  Company  and 
the  gentlemen  of  the  different  ward  aflbciations,  muf- 
tercd  that  evening  in  the  Artillery  Ground,  in  order  to 
'  preferve  the  peace  and  fafety  of  the  city,  ihould  be  di- 
vided into  fix  different  detachments,  with  a  command- 
•  ing  officer  to  each  detachment,  to  f)atrole  the  fcvcral 
wards  of  the  city,  and  to  prevent  riots  and  involun- 
tary illuminations ;  and  application  was  dircded  lo 
the  proper  officer  for  fix  conliables  to  attend  Guild- 
hall, in  order  that  one  might  attend  each  patrole. 
,     At  about  eleven  o'clock,  the  two  lieutenant-generals, 
attended  by  Mr.  Alderman  Newnham,  one  of  the 
members  of  the  city,  went  to  head  quarters,  informed 
the  commanding  officer  that  all  was  quiet,  andadvifed 
him  to  difcharge  the  guard  under  his  command ;  at 
the  fame  time  defiring  to  inform  him  how  much  they 
were  obliged  to  the  gentlemen  for  their  attendance, 
alacrity,  and  fpirited  behaviour,  during  the  time  tbcy 

had 
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had  been  on  duty.  Whereupon  the  commanding  of- 
ficer, as  the  pacrole  came  in,  difcharged  the  gentle- 
men with  thanks. 

At  the  next  meeting  of  the  court  of  affiflants,  on> 
the  12lhof  February,  they  paffcd  the  following  order 
of  general  thanks : 

*'  In  juftice  to  the  numerous  appearance,  obedience  of  or- 
ders, '  and  attention  to  difcipline^  which  were  (hewn  by  the  gen- 
tlemen of  the  Ward  aiTociations,  enrolled  in  the  battaHon  of  thi9 
Companj,  and  who,  as  fuch,  were  under  arms,  and  did  duty  from 
Monday  morning  laft  until  Wedaefday  follow! og,  that  they  re-* 
ccive  the  thanks  of  thi^  court. 

*'  And  at  the  fame  ^ime  the  Company  are  happy  in  declaring, 
their  approbation,  that  at  9  period  when  the  peace  and  fafety  of 
the  metropolis  of  the  Britifh  empire  required  aid,  fo  many  of  its 
refpe6lable  inhabitants  were  ready  to  diftinguifh  themfelves  in  af- ' 
fifting  the  ciyil  power,  and  to  defend  the  properties  of  their  fellow 


A  very  confiderable  acquifition  of  members  follow- 
ed thefe  tranfa6Hons.  Several  of  the  Gaftle  Baynard 
aflbciation  defired  and  obtained  admiflion  into  the 
Company,  and  the  whole  fociety  was  then  formed  into 
a  regular  battalion,  confifting  of  grenadiei*s,  light 
infantry,  four  hat  or  battalion  divifions,  correfpond- 
ing  by  name  with  four  divifions  of  the  city  and  liberties, 
into  diftrifls  of  north-eaft,  fouth-eaft,  north- weft,  and 
fouth-weft  of  St.- Paul's  cathedral.  The  members  re- 
dding in  each  diftridt  formed  thefe  four  companies. 
The  grenadiers  and  light  infantry  were  taken  by  the 
adjutant,  from  amongft  the  whole  body,  according  to 
their  fize  and  abUities.  Members  refiding  out  of  the 
city  were  appointed  to  fuch  companies  as  had  feweft 
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in  number,  fo  as  to  make  each  battalion  company  the 
more  equal  in  point  of  ftrength :  and  they  had  per- 
miflion  to  quit  their  divifion  for  another,  mth  leave  of 
the  captain  or  adjutant.  Gendemen  under  age  were  ad- 
mitted as  cadets,  with  the  approbation  of  their  parents 
or  guardians,  promifmg  to  fubmit  themfelves  to  become 
members,  when  they  (hould  attain  their  maturity ;  to 
be  then  propofed  and  elefted  in  the  ufual  manner. 

The  court  then  direfted  to  advertifement  to  be  in- 
ferted  in  the  daily  papers.  That  the  fociety  was  open 
for  the  application  of  perfons  for  admiffion,  who  were 
proteftants  and  well-aflfefted  to  his  majefty  and  the 
conftitution  of  the  country  in  church  and  (late,  and 
willing  to  become  military  men ;  dating  their  authority 
under  the  charters  and  king's  letter ;  the  mode  and 
expenfe  of  admiffion ;  their  prefent  officers,  and  the 
other  incidents  proper  for  their  application ;  aiid  con- 
cluding with  the  following  impreffive  recommendation: 

''  Tub  above  being  the  form  and  m^ner  of  regulating  tbii 
Conopan^,  they  think  that  the  many  flagrant  adts  of  a  de/perate 
band  of  ruffians  that  lately  paraded  the  ftreets  of  this  metropob'i, 
joined  with  the  confederacy  of  the  numerous  enemies  that  are  now 
arming  againft  this  country ,  will  roufe  that  fpirit  which  has  ever 
diftinguifhed  Britons^  when  danger  has  called  them  forth.  But  u 
the  valour  of  individuals  cannot  have  that  effe^l  as  when  united  in 
a  band,  the  citizens  of  London,  and  the  inhabitants  of  its  envtronty 
are  called  to  join  in  the  legal  battalion  of  this  Company,  compofed 
of  thofe  wbofe  properties^  whofe  pofltiTions,  and  all  that  is  d^ar  to 
them,  is  centered  in  the  fame  line  as  their  duty,  the  exertions  of 
which,  in  times  of  domeflic  danger,  will  fcrvc  to  aflift  the  civil 
power}  and  ihould  our  enemies  dare  us  to  the  trial,  by  an  invafion 
of  this  tonntry,  they  will  be  happy  to  unite  with  his  majefty *• 
fences  in  fupport  of  the  Britifli  conlUtution.** 

The 
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The  court  of  common  council  exprefled  their  thanks 
to  the  Company  in  form,  by  an  unanimous  refoludon; 
which  was  communicated  to  the  court  of  ^ffiftants,  oA 
the  27th  of  February,  That  "  the  thanks  of  that  court 
ihould  be  givcfn  to  the  Honourable  Artillery  Company, 
and  to  the  feverai  military  afibciations  who  a£ted  under 
their  orders,  cm  Monday  and  Tuefday  the  5th  and 
6th  inftants,  for  the  affiftance  afforded  by  them  to  the 
civil  magiilrates  on  thofe  days/' 

At  the  recommendation  of  the  London  aflbdation, 
a  fubfcription  was  propofed  for  a  fencing  fchool,  as 
tending  to  promote  a  military  fpirit,  and  as  a  probable 
method  of  encouraging  many  gentlemen  to  become 
members  of  that  coips,  or  of  this  Company.  The  fub- 
fcription  was  to  be  fixed  at  one  guinea,  and  no  perfon 
sdlowed  tofubfcribe,  unlefs  he  were  a  member  of  the 
Company.    But  the  motion  was  negatived. 

March  13.  A  jundion  of  the  London  affociation 
with  the  Company  waiB  then  propofed ;  that  it  fhould 
form  one  wing  of  the  battalion,  and  wear  the  fame 
unifc^rm:  a  coniiderable  number  were  accordingly 
admitted  j  but  feverai,  who  were  not  yet  freemen  of 
London,  were  poftponed,  amongft  whom  was  Paul 
Le  Mefurier,  efq. 

The  drills  and  other  regulations  for  joining  the  line 
were  then  flridly  enforced,  and  a  return  ordered  to 
the  adjutant  of  all  thofe  who  were  not  yet  entered  on 
the  rolls  of  their  refpedtive  companies.  The  fittings  oS 
the  court  were  occupied  in  receiving  applications 
and  ballotting  for  members,  and  the  numbers  in* 
creafed  fo  confiderably,  and  the  circumftances  of  tha 
times  had  fo  contributed  to  advance  the  fociety,  that 
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the  rules,  as  they  then  flood,  became  repugnant^  to 
the  exercife  of  its  prefent  members ;  a  committee  of 
reyifion  was  therefore  formed  to  promulgate  a  new 
code. 

This  increafe  of  the  fociety  enlarged  confiderably 
the  duty  of  the  adjutant,  and  therefore  to  relieve  him, 
the  cpurt  of  afliftants.  refplved  to  appoint  a  major,  and 
their  choice  fell  upon  Barnard  Turner,  .efq.  till  the 
fenfe  of  the  enfuing  general  court  fhould  be  known. 
Sir  Watkin  Lewes,  *  the  lord  mayor,  was  at  the  fame 
time  appointed  colonel ;  and  Nathaniel  Newnham,  efq, 
alderman,  lieutenant-colonel.  By  this  arrangement 
little  doubt  could  remain  but  that  the  battalion  would 
be  properly  attended  to  and  regularly  difciplined. 

In  the  mean  time  the  eight  comp^es,  the  grenadiers, 
and  light  infantry,  having  obtained  their  right  com- 
plement of  men,  chofe  their  captains  on  the  4th  of 
May.  Many  internal  regulations  enfued,  and  the 
Company  never  feemed  to  havc^naintained  a  more  re- 
ipeftable  ^nd  formidable  appearance  than  at  the  pe- 
riod alluded  to.  Such  was  the  ftate  of  it,  when  the 
the  court  of  afliftants  prepared  to  afTemble  the  whole 
body  at  a  general  court,  on  the  18th  of  May. 

At  this  meeting  non-freemen  were  allowed  to  vote 
at  eleSions,  after  having  been  members  three  calen- 
dar months ;  and  a  former  order,  that  the  colonels  of 
the  city  militia  fiiould  have  a  priority  in  the  nomina- 
tion to  the  three  chief  offices,  was  refcinded. 

The  heads  of  an  addrefs  to  the  Prince  of  Wales  on 
bis  coming  of  age  were  propofed,  and  referred  to  a 
Aibfequent  court  when  prepared. 

The  Company  then  eleded  Brafs  Croft>y,  efq. 

prefident  j 
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prefident;  Sir  Watkin  Lewes,  vice-prefident ;  and  Sir 
William  Plomer,  treafurer :  and  confirmed  the  ap-r 
pointment  \>y  the  gourt  of  afliftants  of  the  lord  mayor. 
Sir  Watkin  Lewes,  to  be  colopel ;  N.  Newnham,  efq^ 
to  be  lieutenant-colonel  \  and  Bernard  Turner,  efq.  to 
be  major. 

Major  Turner  then  informed  the  court,  that  he  was 
defired  to  return  them  Lieutenant-Colonel  Newnham**^ 
warmeft  acknowledgpients  for  the  honour  conferred 
on  him,  and  to  give  them  the  fuUeft  affuraptces,  that 
every  ability  he  poffeffed  flipuld  be  cheerfully  exerted 
for  the  profp^rity  and  welfare  of  the  Company  *. 

Major  Turner,  for  himfejf,  affured  the  court,  that 
he  had  the  higheft  fenfe  of  gratitude  for  the  many, 
diftinguiflied  honours  the  Honourable  Artillery  Com- 
pany  bad'confenred  upon  him ;  that,  notwithstanding 
their  moft  flattCTing  and  partial  ideas,  he  was  uneafy 
he  could  make  them  no  other  return,  than  the  moll 
folemn.  promlfe  that  his  beft  feryices  and  abilities^ 
ihpuld  be  coial^antly  and  eamcftly  devoted  to  the  wel- 
fare, honour,  and  reputation  of  the  Company ;  and 
he  moft  cordially  and  fincerely  congratulated  them  on 
the  aufpidoius  dtfplay  of  fuch  generous  and  liberal 
fentiments  as  had  fhewn  themfelves  in  the  motions  of. 
the  day,  which,  on  the  irue  and  glorious  ground  of 
military  ardour,  free  and  independent  as  liberty  itfelf, 
opened  the  arms  of  the  Company  to  all  reputable  and 
honeft  gentlemen  who  were  warmed  by  the  truly  pa- 
triotic principles,  and  the  confequent  good  elle^ls  of  ^ 

•  I8thMay  ir^l. 
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fuch  a  volunteer  corps  as  the  Honourable  Artillery 
Company  would  now  undoubtedly  foon  make. 

Several  courts  were  afterwards  held  for  the  folc 
purpofe  of  receiving  propofals,  and  of  admitting  mem- 
bers ;  at  one  of  which  Mr.  John  Keene  prefented  the 
Prince  of  Wales's  creft  for  the  prefident's  chair. 

The  common  council  were  not  entirely  fatisfied 
with  the  thanks  voted  to  the  Company  in  February ; 
but  being  defirous  of  prefenting  a  further  teftimony  of 
their  liberal  approbation  of  the  condufl:  of  this  Com- 
pany, and  of  the  London  foot  affociation,  in  the  pre- 
ceding year,  when  their  fervices  were  eminently  dit 
tinguiihed  by  courage  and  prudence,  pafled  an  unani- 
mous refolution  on  2  lit  of  June, 

**  That  two  braid  field  pieces,  not  etceeding  the  value  of  i  jo^ 
beprefcBted  to  the  Honourable  ArtiHery  CkHspany,  for  the  fignd 
fcmces  done  by  theoif  and  the  gentlemen  of  the  London  military 
foot  aflbciation,  now  incorporated  with  that  body,  in  foppreffing 
the  dangerous  riots  in  the  month  of  June  17803  and  that  the  com* 
mittce  for  letting  the  city  lands  be  defired  to  provide  the  faid  !«• 
brais  field  piec.es.** 

And,  on  the  firft  of  Augufl  following^  that  committee 
requefted  the  Company  to  purchafe  them,  a^ieeably 
to  the  intention  of  the  court  of  common  council;  and 
that,  when  the  fame  fhouldbe  purcfaafed,  that  commit- 
tee would  order  payment  of  the  expenfe  thereof,  pro- 
Tided  fuch  espenfe  fliould  not  exceed  the  fum  of 
150/. 

The  firft  party  for  ball-firing  at  Sydenham,  nodced 
in  the  Court  Book,  was  held  on  Saturday  the  21ft  of 

.      .  July, 
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July,  when  the  battalion  muftered  in  St*  George's 
Fields,  and  marched  to  Dulwich  to  breakfaft.  After 
the  review  on  Sydenham  Common,  they  returned 
to  dinner  at  Dulwich,  where,  among  many  other 
toafts  which  the  occafion  fuggefted,  the  following  was 
received  with  grateful  acclamation :— "  Profperity  to 
*'  the  Honourable  Artillery  Company :  and  may  their 
^^  truly  loyal  and  fpirited  principles  roufe  the  younger 
^^  part  of  their  fellow  citizens  from  their  prefent  indo- 
**  lent,  and,  in  times  like  thefe,  difgraceful  purfuit^, 
^^  after  trifling  paiUmes  and  amufements."  The  fen<* 
timent  was  worthy  of  the  fodety  in  which  it  was  die« 
riihed  :  it  handed  to  their  fellow  ddzens  an  example 
of  illuftrious  virtue  and  manly  courage,  without  in-  . 
temperate  raihnefs,  and  gave  the  tone  of  true  fpirit, 
by  offering  to  their  imitation  the  fuperior  pleafure  of 
public  fervices,  affociated  with  rational  conviviality. 

As  foon  as  the  two  field  pieces  were  ready  for  pre* 
jentadon,  application  was  made  to  the  board  of  ord« 
nancd  for  two  ammunidon  waggons  to  accompany 
them ;  and  to  Lord  Amherft,  for  a  divifion  of  matrofies 
from  Woolwich  to  fire  and  manoeuvre  them.  On 
the  ISth  of  Auguft,  a  review  was  performed  in  the 
fields  within  the  ancient  limits  of  the  exercifes  of  the 
Company,  and  a  dinner  greeted  their  return :  the  day 
was  happily  chofen,  as  being  the  anniverfary  of  the 
birth  of  the  captain-general ;  and  the  colonel,  in  his 
letter  to  Lord  Amherft,  concluded  by  faying,  that 
''  he  fhould  be  wanting  in  refpeft  to  the  corps,  were 
he  not  to  add,  that  the  perfons  who  compofe  it  were 
feme  of  the  firft  ddzens  in  London,  who  were  happy 
m  giving  every  teftimony  of  loyalty  and  attachment 

to 
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to  their.fovereigh."  His  lordflup  returned  a  prpmpt 
anfwer,  that  "  his  majefty  had  been  pleafed  to  approve 
of  two  fergeants  and  eight  matroffes  attending  for  the 
puipoTe  defired.'* 

The  .ward  affociations  offered  their  fer vices  to  join 
the.Company,  which  added  to  the  refpeftability  of  the 
fcene. 

.  The  battalion  affembled  at,  7  o'clock,  and  marched 
over  their  ancient  limits  of  exercife  towards  Newing- 
ton, .  to  receive  the  two  pieces  from  the  lord  mayor, 
in  one  of  their  furtheft  fields.  They  were  drawn  to 
the*  front  of , the  line :  his  lordfliip  prefented  them,  as 
the  city's  gift,  in  a  manly  and  imprgffive  fpeech ;  the 
anfwer  of  the  Company  was  expreffed  by  three  vollies, 
in  token  of  their  grateful  accept^ce;  the  cannon 
were  then  wheeled  to  the  flanks,  and,  in  honour  of 
his  royal  highnefs,  fired  a  royal  falute,  which  was 
followed  by  three  vollies  from  the  line,  and  open 
ranks,  ftanding.  They  then  faluted — clofed  ranks — 
marching  falute  )>y  grand  divifions— line  formed-^-, 
and  general  falute* 

After  this  review  they  returned,  by  Stamford  Hill, 
to  the  armoury-houfe  to  dinner ;  and  Mr,  Clanfield 
difplayed  a  firework  in  the  evening. 

The  Company  were  not  unmindful  of  the  &vours 
they  had  thus  received ;  and  therefore,  at  their  next 
court,  on  22d,  refolved  their  united  thanks  to  Lord 
Amherft,  to  the  aflbciation  which  joined  them,  and  to 
the  corps  in  general;  as  alfo  to  MeflVs.  Whitbread, 
Calvert,  Dickenfon,  and  Hale,  for  the  ufe '  of  their 
horfes,  to  draw  the  field  pieces  and  the  waggons. 
.  At  this  time  Mr.  Francis  Kemble  reared  from  the 

court 
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court  of  affiftants,  and  was  followed  by  their  "  una- 
nimous thanks  for  the  friendly  attention  he  had  paid 
to  the  welfare  and  profperity  of  the  Company  during 
the  time  that  his  bufinefs  had  allowed  of  his  attend- 
ance u%  his  place"  as  one  of  that  court:  and  erery 
one  who  enjoyed  the  honour  of  either  that  gentleman's 
friendfhip,  or  of  the  opportunity  of  tranfafting  bufi- 
nefs with  him,  can  bear  ample  teftimony  to  the  urba- 
nity and  unfliaken  integrity  with  which  his  condud: 
^as  tranfcendently  adorned. 

St»pt.  5.  A  former  court  having,  as  already  no- 
ticed, propofed  the  heads  of  an  addrefs  to  the  cap- 
tain-general, on  his  conMng  of  age,  this  was  prepared 
by  a  feleft  committee,  and  was  now  adopted  by  the 
Company  as  follows : 

To  His  Royal  Highncfs 
GEORGE-AUGUSTUSFRfiDERICK, 

^  Princb  of  Wale5,  &C.  &C.    - 

May  it  plcafe  your  Royal  Highncfs, 

Animated  with  gratitude  for  the  royal  favour,  ami 
impreiTed  with  a  jull  fenfe  of  the  didinguidied  honour  which  his 
^  majefty  has  been  gracioufly  pleafed  to  confer  upon  us  by  the  ap- 
pointmeDt  of  your  royal  highnefs  to  be  our  captain^gencral : 

We,  the  preiklent,  vicerprefident,  treafurer,  court  of  aiiiflants, 
and  body  of  the  Artillery  Company  of  the  city  of  London,  in  ge- 
neral court  afTcmbledy  humbly  beg  leave  to  approach  your  royal 
highnefs  with  the  warmeft  profeffions  of  perfe6l  refpe6l  and  attach« 
mcnt  to  your  royal  pcrfon,  to  congratulate  your  royal  highnefs  on 
the  aufpicious  event  of  having  attained  to  years  of  maturity,s and 
to  exprefa  the  joy  wc  feel  on  the  occafion. 

We  glory  in  the  incftimable  bleflings  of  our  excellent  form  of 

grove rnment,  and  in  the  profpc£l  of  thofe  blcflin^  being  tranfmit- 

^ed  to  our  lattft  pofierity,  under  the  aufpices  of  the  illuftrious 
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boufe  of  Htnover ;  to  which  being  firmljr  atUched>  by  every  -i&Q« 
tive  of  allegiance  to  our  king,  and  afFe£tion  to  our  country : 

We,  the  Artillery  Company,  beg  leave  to  afTure  your  royal  high- 
nefs>  that  our  noft  ftrenuous  exertions  fhall  be  dire6led  to  the  pre« 
iervation  and  maintenance  of  the  dignity  and  happinefs  of  our 
gracious  fovereign  and  his  illufirioiis  familyi  the  &fety  and  profpe« 
tity  of  the  Britiih  confUtution,  and  the  peace  and  fecnrity  of  our 
fellow  citizens. 

We  truft  that  our  earned  defire  to  perfeA  ourfelfes  in  mititary 
difcipline,  with  thefe  views,  will  meet  with  the  gracious  approba- 
tion of  his  majeiiy  and  your  royal  highnefs,  and  that  our  ancieat 
inllitution  will  continue  to  receive  from  our  captain-general  XhM 
oountcxiance  and  proteftion  which  U  has  enjoyed  nnder  your  augufl 
anceftois. 


The  chiefs  were  defired  to  form  a  deputation  to 
prefent  this  addrefs  ;  and  Major  Turner  was  in  the 
mean  time  requefted  to  prepare  the  proper  fteps  for 
their  due  reception. 

On  the  following  mornings  while  thefe  meafures  were 
in  the  courfe  of  arrangement,  an  unfortunate  accident 
happened  in  the  field,  which  not  only  obftruded  the 
pleafure  of  the  bufinefe,  but  awakened  the  generous 
companion  of  the  Company  at  the  moment,  and  for  ie- 
veral  years  afterwards :  for  real  and  unfeigned  genero- 
fity  is  not  the  mere  ebullition  of  the  moment*;  its 
.  fentiment  is  permanent,  and  is  one  of  the  moft  cheer- 
ful companions  of  the  focial  fyftem. 

Mr.  Richard .  Pepys,  a  cadet,  in  the  aft  of  firing 
one  of  the  great  guns,  in  the  falute  on  the  vice^prefi- 
dient's  taking  the  chair  (whidi  was  at  that  time  the 
invariable  cuilom),  fome  fire  remaining  in  the  piece, 
in  ramming  the  cartridge,  it  went  off,  and  fo  much 
ihattiered  his  right  hand  and  arm,  .that  an  amputation 
2  was 
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vr^  then  made  juil  below  the  elbow.  An  immediate 
fubfcriptbn  was  opened^and  199/.  10 j.  was  fubfcribed 
in  a  fhort  time,  of  which  Major  Turner  was  appointed 
treafurer,  for  the  ufe  of  the  fufFerer. 

Major  Turner  enclofed  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  ad- 
drefs  to»  Lord  George  Germain,  mentioning  the  ear- 
neft  defire  of  the  Company  to  offer  their  affurances  of 
reiped  and  attachment  to  the  king,  and  to  their  cap- 
tain-general, in  the  mod  dutiful  ^d.refpedful  man- 
ner, and  requeuing  his  lordfhip's  inftruftions  for  car- 
rying their  defires  into  effeft.  His  lordftup  was  at 
this  time  abfent  from  town  \  but,  upon  his  return  on 
the  14th,  he  referred  the  major  to  Lord  Southampton, 
to  whom  the  application  ought  to  have  been  made, 
and  who  would  receive  his  royal  highnefs's  commands 
on  the  occaiion.  The  addrefs  was  accordingly  de- 
livered to  his  lordfhip. 

A  difturbance  having  been  fuppreffed,  on  4th  Sep- 
tenU)er,  in  New  Prifon,  Clerkenwell,  the  court  of  af- 
fiftants,  deiirous  of  meeting  ev^ry  difficulty  in  their 
arrangements  for  public  fervices,  ordered,  that,  at  any 
time,  when  the  peace  and  fafety  of  the  city  required 
the  aid  of  the  Company,  the  field  officers  fhould  have 
full  power  to  affemble  the  battalion  under  arms. 

The  deceafe  of  George  Hayley,  efq.  an  alderman, 
and  one  of  the  reprefentatives  of  the  city  in  parlia- 
tn^it,'  having  occafioned  a  new  writ  for  the  eleftiou 
of  a  fucceiTory  the  diredors  of  the  Bank  requefted  the 
Company  to  do  duty  there  during  its  continuance, 
'while  the  guai'ds  were  rempved  according  to  the  fta- 
tute.  The  fervice  was  performed  by  detachments 
firoia  each  divifion,  and,  at  the  requeft  of  the  iheriffs, 

the 


6S2  -^     //.  jf.  C. 

the  like  duty  was  attended  at  New  Prifon  and  Cler- 
kenwell  Bridewell ;  but  the  flierifFs,  wifhing  afterwards 
to  relieve  the  Company,  defired  a  fergeant's  guard 
from  the  militia  might  be  procured  by  the  adjutant ; 
but  he  not  being  able  to  procure  one,  the  battalion 
theerfully  undertook  that  duty,  and  relieved  a  de- 
tachment of  the  Coldftream  regiment,  at  feven  in  the 
evening,  on  the  21ft  September,  and  continued,  by 
detachments  from  each  divifion,  to  relieve  each  other 
till  the  1ft  of  October,  when,  on  the  dofe  of  the 
cleiftion,  they  were  withdrawn,  and  a  party  of  the 
Sd  regiment  took  the  duty.  The  candidates  for  the 
•ledion  were.  Sir  Watkin  Lewes  and  Richard  Clark, 
cfq. ;  and  the  former  fucceeded,  at  the  clofe  of  the 
poll  on  the  ift  of  Oftober. 

The  exertions  of  the  Company  this  year  in  its  mi- 
litary improvements  created  a  debt  of  900/. 
■  At  a  general  court  in  Oftober,  it  was  confidered, 
that  the  admiffion  of  honorary  members,  except  in 
cafes  of  imminent  fervice,  was  highly  detrimental  to  the 
Company,  and  derogatory  to  the  corps;  that  their 
admiffion  by  purchafe  was  improper,,  and  an  abufe  of 
the  principle  on  which  the  Company  was  firft  efta- 
blifhed ;  and  therefore  all  former  rules  to  that  effeft 
were  refcinded ;  as  alfo  all  votes  and  regulations  re- 
fpefting  the  admiffion  of  officers  of  the  London  miK- 
tia  to  be  honorary  members ;  and  it  was  determined 
that  every  member  fliould  pay  21/.  per  annum. 

The  eleftion  of  all  the  officers  was  then  proceeded 
upon  by  ballot,  when  Brafs  Croft^y,  efq.  was  chofen 
prefident,  by  a  very  large  majority ;  William  Creich- 
ton,  efq.  alderman,  vicc-prefident ;  Sir  William  Plo- 

mer, 
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mer,  lord  mayor  eleft,  to  be  treafurer ;  Sir  Watkin 
Lewes,  to  be  colonel,  and  N.  Newnham,  efq,  lieute- 
nant-colonel ;  B.  Turner,  efq.  alderman,  to  be  major; 
Stephen  Clark,  to  be  adjutant ;  and  William  Blizard, 
efq.  to  be  furgeon. 

Hitl^erto  it  does  not  appear  that  the  Company  pof- 
feffed  any  matrofs  divifion.  The  jwefent  from  the  city 
of  two  field  pieces  required  the  further  advancement 
of  the  fociety,  by  a  regular  body  of  men,,  whofe  ftudy 
it  fhould  be  to  render  themfelves  qualified  to  nianage 
and  conduft  the  artillery  of  which  they  were  become 
poffeffed ;  and  therefore  the  court  of  afliftants  ordered 
two  companies  to  be  raifed  out  of  the  battalion,  each 
to  confift  of  a  captain  and  1 6  privates.  This  meafure 
added  greatly  to  the  celebrity  which  the  corps  had 
acquired  ;  gave  vigour  and  efficiency  to  its  arms ;  and, 
while  it  rendered  the  fociety  refpeftable  to  the  friends 
of  the  conftitution,  made  it  formidable  to  its  foes. 

Thofe  members  who  were  Free-mafons  were  at  this 
time  very  defirous  of  the  ufe  of  the  armoury  for  a 
lodge,  on  the  firft  Thurfday  in  every  month,  to  be 
denominated  the  London  Artillery  Lodge ;  but  the 
propofal  was  not  feconded.  It  was  voted  at  a  fubfe- 
quent  court,  but  negatived  afterwards,  when  it  came 
on  for  confirmation. 

Previous  to  the  lord  mayor's  day,  the  committee 
for  the  entertainment  at  Guildhall  applied,  by  Mr. 
Deputy  Leeky,  to  the  court,  that  the  battalion  (hould 
do  duty  in  Guildhall-yard :  the  fenfe  of  the  court 
wasj  that  fuch  duties  were  rather  incofxfiftent  with 
the  prefent  military  fyftem  of  the  Company ;  but  it 
being  declared  by  Major  Stone,  that  the  officers  of 
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the  London  .militia  would  not  do  the  duty,  as  the 
committee  did  not  intend  to  admit  them  into  Guild- 
hall, the  court  agreed  to  take  care  of  it,  and  direded 
36  fergeants  of  the  London  militia  to  be  employed 
as  a  guard  under  Mr.  Stephen  Clark,  the  adjutant. 
The  aftive  conduQ:  of  this  gentleman  procured  him 
the  efteem  of  the  court,  and  of  the  Company,  in  ge- 
neral ;  and,  at  their  meeting  in  November,  a  refolu- 
tion  of  thanks  was  unanimoufly  voted  to  him,  **  for 
his  having,  in  difcharge  of  his  duty,  fully  confirmed 
that  good  opinion  of  his  military  knowledge,  fpirit, 
and  prudence,  which  his  conduft  as  adjutant  during 
the  late  fummer  had  given  the  court  room  to  expeft 
from  him  on  any  future  fervice." 

A  committee  was  then  appointed  to  revife^  digeft, 
and  amend  the  rules  of  the  fociety,  on  fuch  juft,  libe- 
ral, and  military  principles,  as  would  give  encourage- 
ment, to  his  majefty's  fubjedts  to  enter  themfelves  as 
members.  It  would  be  fuperfluous  to  detail  the  re- 
fult  of  their  deliberations,  as  thofe  rules  have  been 
fmce  revifed,  and  fuited  to  the  exifting  drcumftances 
of  the  Company ;  and  a  copy  of  the  code  under  which 
it  is  now  condufted  are  annexed  to  this  work  *. 

The  f^vere  accident  which  befel  Mr.  Pepys,  as  al- 
ready flared,  fecured  him  the  lading  patronage  of  the 
Company.  He  bad  been  for  many  years  employed  in 
the  furveyor's  office  at  Guildhall ;  and  in  the  month 
of  December  a  vacancy  happened,  by  the  deceafe  of 
Mr.  Hillier,  one  of  the  diftrift  city  furveyors,  for 
which  Mr,  Pepys  became  a  candidate.     The  court  of 
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affiftants,  on  this  occafion,  patronized  his  canvas,  and 
prefented  to  the  court  of  aldermen  ah  addrefs  in  his 
behalf,  ftating  the  accident  by  which  he  had  loft  his 
arm;  and  that  during  the  late  riots  his  conduct  had 
been  confpicuoufly  meritorious,  he  having  been 
amongft  the  foi;emoft  to  repel  the  violences  which 
then  prevailed,  and  feeling  themfelves  bound,,  by  every 
tie  which  fellowfhip  and  misfortune  claim,  they  de- 
fired  to  fubmit  him  to  the  proteftion  and  fupport  of 
that  court. 

The  application  was  attended  with  the  defired  fuc- 
cefs. 


SECTION  V. 

From  1782,  to  the  Death  of  Sir  B.  Turner,  Major^ 

1783. 

1782.     The  firft  fervice  to  which  the  Company 

was  called  in  the  begmning  of  the  new  year  was  for 

the  prote£Uon  of  the  property  of  the  fufFerers  at  a 

fire  which  happened  at  the  houfe  and  warehoufe  of 

Mr.  Woodmafon,  ftationer,  in  Leadenhall-ftreet,  on 

the  18th  of  January.     The  rapidity  of  the  flames 

very  foon  overpowered  every   exertion   to  fupprefs 

them. '  An  immenfe  ftore  of  valuable  property  was 

loft ;  but  the  feverity  of  this  afflicting  vifitation  was 

aggravated  by  the  deftruftion  of  four  infants,  with 

their  fervant,  who  perilhed  in  the  nurfery.     The  alarm 

fpread  to  St.  James's,  where  Mr.  W.  had  accompa- 

Hied  a  friend  to  the  queen's  court ;  and  in  this  ftate 

of  defolation  this  unfortunate  man  returned  to  view 
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the  wreck  of  his  property  aiid  his  family !  After  the 
internal  parts  of  the  building  had  been  entirely  con- 
fumed,  the  front  of  tlje  houfe  remained  without  a 
beam  or  a. rafter  to  fupportit;  it  tottered,  incapable 
of  fupporting  its  own  weight,  and  then  fell  forward 
into  the  ftreet  with  a  tremendous  crafla :  the  crowd, 
which  was  immenfe,  and  until  that  time  had  been, 
at>  ufual,  very  noify,  were  huftied  into  filence;  not  a 
word  or  footftep  was  heard ;  the  awful  expeftation  of 
hearing  the  cries  of  the  fufferers  abforbed  the  flighteft 
whifpers;  but  the  fmoking  embers  alone  filled  the 
air,  until  the  hollow  found  of  the  labouring  engines 
added  new  fenfations  to  the  mifery  of  the  fcene. 
Scattered  fragments  of  the  bones  of  the  deceafed 
were,  after  infinite  difficulty,  difcovered  on  the  fol- 
lowing day,  and  dcpofited  in  the  church  of  St.  Peter, 
Cornhill ! 

The  propofition  already  mentioned,  for  the  divifions 
into  diftricts,  was  fandioned  by  a  general  court  on 
the  20th  of  February  ;  and  on  the  22d  the  Company 
held  a  grand  ball  at  the  Pantheon  in  Oxford-road, 
which  produced  a  balance  of  22^  furplus,  which 
Captain  Smith,  one  of  the  ftewards,  paid  to  the 
Company. 

On  the  28th,  the  C'^mpany  were,  at  the  requeft 
of  the  lord  mayor,  engaged,  during  the  whole  of  the 
night,  on  duty,  to  affift  in  the  prefervation  of  the 
peace,  if  the  magillrate  fhould  have  found  it  necef- 
fary ;  but  any  further  exertions  were  happily  not  re- 
quired. 

On  the  6th  of  March  a  fpecial  general  court  fanc- 
tiojied  a  new  code  of  laws ;  and  in  order  to  form  the 

different 
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different  diftrifts,  a  plan  was  a4opted,  Qiat  the  field 
ofEcers  and  adjutant^  aiTifted  by  the  captains  of  the 
then  exifting  divifions^,  who  from, their  pofts  muft  be 
the  moft  competent  judges,  fhould  nominate  five 
members  enrolled  in  the  battalion,  of  refpeftat)Ie 
charafter  and  military  appearance ;  ^xrhich  five  Ihould 
conftitute  each  divifion :  that  all  the  others  fliould  be 
elefted  into  diyifions  by  them,  and  have  a  right  to 
vote  with  the  original  five  in  the  admiffion  of  •  others  ; 
and  the  captains  were  to  draw  lots  for  the  fituatioa 
of  their  divifions  in  the  battalion,  to  be  held  for  one 
year. 

A  fubfcription  was  then  propdfed  by  way  of  tontine, 
at  (hares  of  10/.  each,  towards  payirig  off  the  Cpi;n-» 
pany's  debt,  but  this  was  negatived. 

The  Company's  addrefs  to  the  Prince  of  Wales^ 
on  his  coming  of  age,  having  been  delivered  to  I^rd 
Southampton,  with  the  requeft  of  the  honour  of  a 
perfonal  prefentation,  his  lordfhip  acquainted  the  fo- 
ciety,  by  letter  to  Major  Turner,  on  the  4th  of 
March,  that  "  his  royal  highnefe  not  having  a  court, 
.  their  refpeftful  addrefs  couJd  not  be  prefented,  but 
that  his  lordfhip  would  take  care  to  acquaint  his  royal 
highnefe  with  their  loyal  intentions.? 

Frequent  meetings  were  afterwards  held,  in  order  td 
form  the  battalion  agreeably,  to  the  plan  defigned  by 
the  general  court,  at  one  of  which  an  application  wa$ 
made,  on  the  10th  April,  by  the  cadets,  who  flated, 
•*  That  having,  to  the  utmoft  of  their  power,  been 
conftant  in  their  attendance  and  afliduity  as  exerciAig 
members,  and  finding  themfelves,  from  a  late  regu- 
lation, liable  to  the  fame  payment  as  the  other  mcm- 
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bers  of  the  Company,  humbly  prefumed,  u-ith  fub- 
miffion  to  the  court,  that  they  had  fome  reafon.to 
exped  a  fhare  of  the  honours  as  well  as  the  fatigues  and 
expenfes  of  the  corps ;  and  therefore  begged  that  their 
plea  ihould  be  admitted  to  the  right  of  being  eligible  to 
the  fubaltem  offices  of  enfign  and  fergeant,  their  youth 
j)erhaps  incapacitating  them  from  the  higher  offices. 
They  were  cohfcious  that  it  might  be  poffibly  going 
too  far  when  they  offered  to  remind  the  court,  that, 
in  all  the  regiments  under  the  imjnediate  direftion  of 
the  crown,  enfigns  for  the  moft  part  confift  of  perfons 
under  age,  and  that  in"  all  expeditions  the  executive 
branch  has  always  been  confidered  as  the  province 
of.  youth,  whofe  iilertnefs  and  fpirit  amply  compenfate 
for  the  want  of  that  judgment  and  precaution  which 
fliould  ever  be  the  attendants  of  the  commander.'* 

This  unaffumiug,  yet  maqly  addrefs,  gained  them 
the  patronage  of  the  court,  who  immediately  deter- 
mined that  they  were  eligible  to  the  pofts  of  fergeants 
and  enfigns,  which  they  had  folicited. 
.  About  the  fame  time,  .the  manly  fpirit  of  the  major 
was  for  a  while  fubdued  by  the  death  of  his  lady. 
He  was  endowed  with  a  di^ofition  of  unfhaken  cou- 
rage and  honour,  blended  with  all  the  fofter  ties  of 
humanity  and  affeftion  which  endeared  him  to  his 
family^  and  his  friends :  his  afflidlion  was  the  more 
poignant  becaufe  it  was  fincere;  and  his  general 
conduQ:  and  charader  was  ^o  defervedly  beloved, 
that  what  interefled  himfelf  diflFufed  a  proportionate 
inhered  into  the  hearts  of  his  friends.  The  whole 
battalion,  as  a  mark  of  the  participation  they  took 
in  his  private  concern,  during  the  three  next  field 

days 
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days  after  her  deceafe,  wore  a  crape.on  their  left  arm, 
between  the  cuflF  and  elbow,  and  the  adjutant  con- 
veyed to  the  officers  the  reafon  of  fo  unufual  and 
affefting  an  appearance. 

At  this  period,  however,  he  was  foon  called  forth 
into  aftive  life  by  the  ferious  ftate  of  public  affairs : 
the  war  upon  the.  continent,  and  that  againfl  the 
American  colonies,  was  continued  with  unabated 
vigour ;  England  was  threatened  with  little  lefs  than 
annihilation  by  a  hofl  of  enemies  j  and  the  varying 
opinions  and  conduft  of  varying  interefts  diftrafted 
the  courfe  of  the  powers  of  the  country.  A  new 
adminiftration  had  been  formed  under  the  aufpices  of* 
the  Marquis  of  Rockingham  j  Mn  Burke  had  intro- 
duced, under  the  fandion  of  a  meffage  from  the 
crown,  his  bill  for  ceconomy  in  the  public  expenditure; 
and  meafures  for  eflfefiing  a  peace  with  the  colonies, 
and  an  inquiry  into  the  ftate  of  the  reprefontation, 
had  alfo  engaged  their  mature  attention  and  regard. 
Add  to  thefe  a  further  evidence  of  the  change  which 
had  taken  place  in  the  fentiments  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  that  Mr.  Wilkes,  after  a  long  fucceflioa 
of  annual  defeats,  now  triumphed  in  his  motion  for 
expunging  from  the  journals  the  famous  refolution  of 
February  1769,  upon  the  Middlefex  eledion,  by  115 
votc^  againft  47*  It  was  faid,  with  nice  difcriniination, 
that  ^'  when  eleven  miniftcrs  were  affemblcd  in  coun- 
cil, it  was  impoffible-  but  that  fome  (hades  of  differ- 
ence  in  opinion  fliould  exift;**  but  though  their  fun- 
damental principles  were  alike,  yet  there  were  jra- 
loufies  among  thofe  whom  they  were  to  govern,  wHifh 
tended  to  difmember  their  permanent  union. 
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It  was  this  varying  ftate  of  the  public  confidence 
of  which  the  combined  enemies  of  Great  Britain 
vainly  dre^ftnt  to  avail  themfeives;  but  when  their 
defigns  were  apparent,  the  vigilance  of  the  Britifli 
temper,  and.  the  manly  vigour  of  its  fortitude,  rallied 
for  its  prefervation,  and  defied  the  blackening  ftorm. 
Such  were  the  more  general  fymptoms  of  the  fpirit 
of  the  community  :  the  internal  difpofition  was  exem- 
plified in  unnumbered  inftances ;  the  Artillery  Com- 
pany had  long  ago,  and  continued  to  demonftrate  its 
avowed  principle  of  protefting  the  conftitution,  and 
now  offered  to  the  throne  the  unfeigned  repetition  of 
its  zealous  attachment. 

TO  THE  KING'S  MOST  EXCELLENT  MAJESTY. 

Most  Gracious  SovEREtcN, 

We,  your  majetty*8  moft  dutiful  and  loyal  fubjedis,  the 
prefident/  vice-prefident,  treafurer,  court  of  aflidantSj  and  body 
of  your  inajefty*8  Artillery  Company  of  the  city  of  London,  in 
general  court  aflembled,  humbly  beg  leave  'to  approach  your  ma- 
jcfty  with  fentiments  of  the  trued  zeal  for  the  honour  of  the  crown, 
and  warmed  affection  and  attachment  to  your  maje(ly*s  royal  per- 
Ibn  afld  family* 

We  lament  the  ncceility  of  a  longer  continuance  of  the  prefent 
yjfzx\  we  abhor  the  ambitious  and  hofttle  defigns  of  the  inveterate 
enemies  of  our  country  \  we  feel  ourfclves  called  upon  at  this 
awful  period,  as  loyal  and  dutiful  fubjedls,  to  declare  to  your 
majefty  our  readincfs  to  alHil  in  the  defence  of  the  perfon  of  our 
augull  fovereign,  our  liberties  and  laws. 

-  Our  zeal  and  attachment  to  our  king  and  conditution  would 
induce  us  to  make  the  mod  unlimited  offers  of  fcrvice,  if  we  were 
not  compelled  to  ^feprefent  to  your  niajcdy  that  our  various  avo- 
cations in  civil  life  require  a  condant  reiidence  in  and  near  this  city ; 
and  therefore  we  humbly  hope  your  majcdy  will  be  pleafed  to  ac- 
cept of  our  moft  drenuous  and  a^ve  exertions  as  a  military  body 

without 
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vitbont  pay,  'io  fucb  manner  as  your  majefty  (hall  be  gi^ciooflj 
plcafed  to  commandi  for  the  (ilefence  of  the  metropolia  and  it« 
environs. 

Signed,  by  the  Order  of  the  Court, 

Armoury  Houfe,  PETER  LONGES,  Clerk, 

May  14,  1782. 

The  Company  were  never  more  warranted  than  at 
the  period  of  this  addrefs  in  offering  themfelves  to  the 
renewed  notice  of  their  fovereign  and  fellow  fubjeds, 
becaufe  the  vigilance  of  their  courts  and  committees 
had  fuperintended  with  unwearied  labour  every  de- 
partment, civil  and  military,  of  its  various  concerns ; 
had  increafed  its  battalion  in  numbers  and  in  refpefta- 
bility,  had  reduced  its  expenditure  within  moderate 
limits,  had  enforced  its  regulations  for  admiffion  of 
proper  members,  and  from  their  judicious  feleQions 
were  enabled  to  boaft  a  fociety  of  men  whofe  charac- 
ter in  life  would  endure  the  fcrutiny  of  inquiry,  and 
demand  the  right  hand  of  fellowfhip. 

A  deputation  of  the  lieutenant-colonel,  major,  and 
Captain  Henry  Smith,  were  defired  to  wait  on  Lord 
Shelbume,  his  majefty's  principal  fecretary  of  ftate, 
to  arrange  the  prefentation  of  the  addrefs:  and  his 
lordfhip  having  afterwards  acquainted  them  that  hig 
inajefly  had  been  pleafed  to  appoint  the  17th  of  May 
at  his  levee,  to  receive  it,  the  chiefs,  habited  in  the 
uniform  of  the  Company,  attended  accordingly,  when 
his  majefty's  anfwer  was  communicated  to  them  by 
Lord  Shelbume, — that  his  majefty  was  gracioufly 
pleafed  highly  to  approve  the  addrefs :  they  were 
^hen  introduced  by  his  lordfhip*     The  addrefs  was 

prefented 
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prefented  by  Colonel  Lewes,  who  had  the  honour  to 
kifs  the  king's  hand. 

The  energy  of  the  Company  feemed^  to  revive  by 
this  mark  of  encouragement ;  the  approbation,  or  the 
gracious  acceptance  of  thofe  whom  we  loiie  or  on 
whom  we  rely,  is  all  the  return  that  dilinterefted  ge- 
nerofity  aflcs  for,  is  all  the  reward  that  true  valour  i^ 
ambitious  to  wear.  New  regulations  were  immediately 
formed  for  the  fervice,  for  the  ammunition,  ibr  the 
cxercifes  and  drills.  A  grand  field  day  w^  ordered 
for  the  enfuing  birth-day,  and  another  march  to  Sydeu- 
ham  to  pra£tife  ball  firing  on  the  29th  of  June. 

July  15.  Some  very  daring  depredations  having 
been  committed  by  a  band  of  footpads  in  the  fields 
near  Kingfland-road,  the  Company  performed  an  ex- 
emplary and  hazardous  duty  there,  in  order  to  mter- 
cept  them*.  Colonel  Lewes,  by  ord<;r  of  courts  wrote 
to  Mr.  Denham*s  father  on  the  following  day,  that 
the  court,  feeling  moft  fenfibly  for  the  affefting  lof§ 
of  their  comrade,  whofe  charader  endeared  him  to 
all  who  had  the  honour  of  his  acquaintance,  defired 
to  condole  with  his  family  and  firiends  oh  the  melan- 
choly occafion,  which  nothing  could  alleviate  but  the 
reflection  that  the  fervice  he  had  undertaken,  though 
voluntary,  was  with  the  laudable  defign  of  protecting 
hfs  fellow  fubjefts. 

On  the  birth-day  of  the  captain-general  the  Com- 
pany had  a  grand  review  oii  Blackheath.  A§  tlie 
Company  advanced  in  power  and  refpeft,  it  became 
proper  to  afcertain  the  rank  it  holds;  and  for  this 

♦  In  which  Mr.  William  Dcnhain,  one  of  the  Company's  patroli 
WAS  UHchI. 

purpofe 
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purpofe  an  application  was  made  to  Geneir^I  Conway^ 
the  commander  in  chief,  by  the  following  expreffivc 
letter  from  the  court : 

Sir, 

Tie  prefident,  vicc-prcfidcnt,  treafurcr,  and  Qourt  of  aflift- 
ants  of  tnc  Honourable  Artillery  Company,  imprefled  with  the 
warmeft  fentiments  of  loyalty  and  affedHon  for  their  gracious  fo* 
Tcreign,  and  attachment  to  our  excellent  conftitution  3  and,  fenfi- 
ble  of  the  danger  this  country  is  expofed  to  from  the  extensive  vnx 
in  which  his  majefty  is  engaged  again  (I  a  formidable  confederacy 
of  fome  of  the  greateft  powers  in  Europe,  beg  leave  moft  refpeft- 
fully  to  acquaint  you  of  the  readinefs  of  thi^  Company  at  all  timet 
to  affift  in  the  defence  and  preftrvation  of  the  public  tranquillity 
againft  foreign  or  domed ic  enemies. 

And  as  thd  emergencies  of  the  (late  may  require  the  militar|r 
fervices  of  this  Company,  they  requcft  you  to  inform  this  court 
iKrhat  rank  his  majefty 's  ancient  Artillery  Company  holds  in  the 
forces  of  the  kingdom. 

The  court  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  Adjutant  Clark j  who  vnXL 
have  the  honour  to  deliver  this  letter,  for  any  paiticulars  yoa  may 
wlfli  to  be  informed  of  relative  to  the  Company. 
By  Order  of  Court, 

P£  i  ER  LONGES,  Qerk,  * 

Armoury-houfe,  23d  Aug.  1782. 

To  the  Right  Hon.  Henry  Seymour  Conway, 

Commander  in  Chi'ef  of  his  Majefty 's  Forces,  &c.  ^c. 

To  which  the  court  received  the  following  anfwer: 

Little  Warwick  Street,  20th  Sept.  1782. 
Sitt,  X 

I  WAS  favoured  with  your  letter  by  order  of  the  prcfi- 
dcDt,  vice-preiident,  tr^afurer,  and  court  of  afliftants  of^he  Honour- 
able Artillery  Company,  defiring  to  know  what  rank  that  Com- 
pany holds  in  the  forces  of  the  kingdom,  ihould  any  emergency  of 
the  ftatc  require  their  military  fcryiccs  5  \o  which  at  prcfent  I  am 

only 
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only  able  to  fayi  that  I  am  not  acquainted  with  any  rule  by  which 
a  precife  rank  could  be  afTigned  to  them ;  biit  cannot  doubts  n)ouId 
the  laudable  ieal  they  are  fo  ready  to  (how  call  them  out  into 
adiv?  fervice,  that  on  their  junftion  with  any  of  his  majclly's 
forces,  every  proper  refpe£l  and  attention  due  to  fo  ancient  and 
honourable  a  corps  will  be  fhourn  them  by  tl>ofe  who  may  have 
the  command. 

I  beg  you,  Sir,  to  return  my  thanks  for  the  copy  of  the  rules 
and  orders  of  the  Company,  which  they  were  fo  good  as  to  tranf- 
mit  to  me  ;  and  cannot  conclude  without  cxpreffing  how  highly  I 
think  the  great  fpirit  and  forwardnefs  fhown  by  them  ia  this  im- 
portant crifis  will  defervedly  refleA  honour  upon  their  corps,  and 
be  an  example  to  others  who  may  be  inclined  to  (how  their  seal 
for  the  public  fervlce* 

I  am.  Sir,  with  great  regard. 

Your  obedient  and  faithful  fervant, 

H.  S.  CONWAr. 
To  Peter  Longes, 

The  rank  which  this  Company  holds  has  fmce  been 
fully  afcertained ;  its  remote  antiquity,  its  imfuUied 
honour,  and  general  fteadinefs  of  conduft  on  all  pub- 
lic occafions,  ^hen  its  prefence  in  parade,  or  its 
more  aflual  fervices  have  been  required,  have  juftly 
placed  it,  with  the  fanftion  of  fucceflive  commanders 
in  chief  of  his  majefty's  forces,  as  the  firft  volunteer 
corps  in  England ;  and,  agreeably  to  this  order,  the 
Company  takes  the  firft  place  on  the  right  of  the  line* 
at  any  grand  review  of  volunteers  before  his  majefty 
or  his  ftaff  officers. 

Several  of  the  members  having  appeared  on  the 
ground  as  fpedators,  and  not  in  arms  on  parade  days, 
gave  confiderable  offence ;  and  the  court,  to  pre- 
vent the  repetition  of  fuch  conduct,  adjudged,  it  to  b« 
highly  derogatory  to   the  honour  which  they  had 

pledged 
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pledged  to  the  Company,  and  tended  to  the  relaxation 
of  all  good  difcipline.  It  is  in  this  manner  that  the 
government  of  the  fociety  has  generally  preferred  to 
aft,  rather  by  making  their  members  fenfible  of  an 
error,  than  exercifmg  the  difgraceful  alternatives  of 
fine,  cenfure,  or  punifhment.  Where  there  is  true 
honour,  delicacy  of  mind  is  moft  fufceptible  ;  coercioji 
is  the  laft  refort  only  with,  the  bafe. 

To  facilitate  the  progrefs  of  the  annual  eleflion  Of 
chiefs,  it  was  refolved,  that  the  battalion  fliould  firfl 
return  a  committee,  fix  of  whom  '  Ihould  nominate 
them  to  the  general  meeting. 

The  city  paid,  in  September,  150/.  for  their  two  field 
pieces ;  and,  at  the  clofe  of  the  year,  they  alfo  paid 
400/.  according  to  the  terms  of  their  cpntraft,  for  re- 
newal of  their  leafes,  but  retained  the  remaining  ba- 
lance of  100/.  until  the  Company  had  erefted  gates 
at  the  eaft  entrance,  for  which,  after  a  conference, 
the  city  furveyor  prepared  a  defign  at  an  eftiraate  of 
S20L  of  which  the  city  very  liberally  offered  to  pay 
for  the  excefs  beyond  100/. ;  and  that  the  Company's 
arms  (hould  be  erefted  upon  them,  to  fhow  the  pro- 
perty and  the  right. 

It  had  been  a  general  praftice  to  fire  the  great 
guns  when  the  prefident  took  the  chair  at  a  general 
meeting  :  this  was  now  ordered  to  be  difpenfed  with. 
The  eleftions  conferred  the  official  honours  of  the 
Company  on  the  fame  members  who  had  held  them 
laft  year,  except  that  of  vice-prefident,  for  which  there 
was  a  confiderable  ballot,  which  was  decided  in  favour 
of  James  Townlcnd,  efq.  alderman,  by  54  votes  againft 
11  for  Robert  Ptckham,  efq.  alderman,  and  9  for 

Sir 
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Sir  Thomas  Halifax,  By  the  returns  of  duty,  from 
May  to  September,  it  appeared  that  the  ftrongeft 
mufler  on  grand  field  days  had  been  26  ftaff  and 
field  officers,  78  rank  and  file,  and  118  abfentees^ 

In  the  Company's  m?irch  to  Baumes  on  the  accef- 
iion,  they  found  the  gate  of  a  large  field,  in  which 
flood  one  of  their  flone  marks,  near  Ball's  Pond,  both 
locked  and  chained,  and  four  men  placed  to  prevent 
their  entrance  :  the  adjutant  ordered  it  to  be  forced ; 
after  which  they  marched  acrofs  and  opened  another 
gate.  On  this  occafion  they  muflered  146,  including 
officers. 

The  end  of  the  prefent  year  was  the  ever  me- 
morable clofe  of  the  war  on  the  continent,  and  the 
war  between  Great  Britain  and  her  American  colonies. 
The  king  in  an  afFefting  and  imprefEve  manner,  at 
the  opening  of  the  feffion  in  December,  fpoke  on  the 
fubjedl  of  the  latter  with  peculiar  energy.  •"  In  thus 
admitting  their  feparation  from  the  crown  of  thefe 
^gdoms,  I  have  facrificed  every  confideration  of  my 
own  to  the  wifhes  and  opinion  of  my  people.  I  make 
it  my  humble  and  eamefl  prayer  to  Almighty  God 
that  Great  Britain  may  not  feel  the  evils  which  might 
refult  from  fo  great  a  difmembennent  of  the  empire ; 
and  that  America  may  be  free  from  thofe  calamities 
which  have  formerly  proved  in  the  mother  country 
how  efTentitil  monarchy  is  to  the  enjoyment  of  confli- 
tutional.liberty."  The  irrevocable  and  Unconditional 
.  recognition  of  the  independence  of  the  United  States 
formed  the  leading  feature  of  the  whole  peace,  the 
terms  and  conceflions  of  which  were  cenfured  in  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  by  a  majority  of  17,  207  againfl 

190. 
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190.  The  refignation  of  Lord  Shelbume,  who  had 
fucceeded  the  deceafed  Marquis  of  Rockingham,  en- 
fued  J  the  coalition  between  Lord  North  and  Mr. 
Fox  was  then  formed  ;  and  the  public  attention  fully 
occupied  by  the  confequently  clafhing  interefts  which 
every  where  prevailed. 

1783,  The  king's  proclamation  for  a  ceflation  of 
arms  was  read  at  Cheapfide  conduit,  and  the  Royal 
Exchange  gate,^  on  the  I7th  of  February,  by  the  com- 
mon crier  and  the  proper  officers ;  and  addreffes  on  the 
peace  were  prefented  to  the  throne. 

Previous  to  forming  the  battalion  of  the  Company 
for  the  fummer,  a  circular  letter  was  tranfmitted  to 
every  member,  (hewing  the  neceflity  of  keeping  on 
foot  within  the  city  an  armed  force,  capable  of  giving 
fuch  fupport  to  the  civil  authority,  as  might  render  any 
application  from  that  power  for  foldiers,  on  any  emcr* 
gcncy,  unnecefTary;  that  fuch  emergencies  were  as 
likely  to  occur  in  times  of  peace  as  of  war ;  and  the 
captains  were  defired  to  requeft  a  fubfcription  from 
their  divifions  for  fuch  a  corps. 

A  confidcrable  attention  was  devoted  to  the  grand 
queftion  of  the  general  right  of  arms ;  and  the  probabi* 
lity  of  fcccffion  of  many  of  the  members,  on  account 
of  the  peace,  rendered  it  ncceffary  for  the  court  to 
ukc  every  precaution  to  keep  up  a  fufiicient  eftablilh- 
ment  for  the  maintenance  of  the  company. 

The  following  articles  were  laid  before  the  court 
for  their  approbation,  and  unanimoufly  rcIblveJ : 

That  it  is  the  privilege  of  every  Britifli  fubjedl  to 
have  arms,  and  his  duty  to  learn  the  ufc  of  them. 

That 
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That  the  Artillery  Company  is  an  infticutlon  efta* 
blilhed  exprefsly  to  give  the  citizens  the  means  of 
prac^lifing  the  ufe  of  arms. 

That  circumflanccs  have,  and  may  again  occur, 
when  the  civil  power  have  not  been  adequate,  and  the 
magiftrates  have  been  obliged  to  have  recourfc  to  the 
king's  troops. 

And  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Artillery  Company  to 
pay  fuch  attention  to  its  difcipline  as  may,  upon  any 
emergency,  enable  them  to  fupport  the  civil  power, 
and  render  any  application  to  the  military  unnecef- 
iary. 

A  fpecial  general  court  met  on  the  i6th  of  April, 
and  pafTed  feveral  regulations  for  the  enfuing  feafon, 
wherein  they  appointed  fix  field  days  5  fettled  the  rota  of 
drills  and  fines  for  non-attendance ;  and  then  proceeded 
to  reduce  the  battalion  to  four  divifionsjbefidcs  the  gre* 
nadier,  light  infantry,  and  matrofs  companies  j  and  di- 
redted  that  the  prefent  eight  difirift  battalion  divifions 
fhould  be  confidered  as  fub-divifions,  and  as  fuch,  that 
t\i'o  Ihould  be  joined  together,  cither  by  the  vicinity 
of  the  di drifts,  or  according  to  the  number  of  privates 
in  each. 

In  order  that  the  battalion  may  be  readily  extended 
egain  to  eight  divifions,  in  cafe  a  war  or  any  other 
public  emergency  Ihould,  by  incrcafing  the  number 
of  members,  render  fuch  a  meafure  necpflary,  each  of 
the  diftridl  fub-divifions  fhoiild  have  a  proper  pro- 
portion of  officers  attached  to  it,  for  which  purpofc 
each  of  the  four  battalion  divifions  ihould  be  com- 
manded by  a  captain,  a  lieutenant,  and  two  ftrgeants, 
S  to 
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to  be  chofen  as  follows :  the  captain  and  one  fergeant 
out  of  one  fub-divifioni  the  lieutenant  and  one  fer- 
geant out  of  the  other  fub-divifion  ;  and  that  the  cap- 
tain (hould  be  chofen  alternately  out  of  each,  but  the 
ele<5bion  (hould  be  made  by  the  whole  divifion. 

That  each  fub-divifion  (hould,  in  every  other  re- 
fpe6l,  retain  the  rights  of  a  divifion,  except  in  the 
above  regulations  for  their  duty  in  the  field. 

That  each  of  the  flank  divifions  (hould  be  pro- 
vided with  one  drum  and  one.  fifer  j  and  that  the ' 
battalion  (hould  have  four  drums  and  four  fifes ;  and 
a  declaration  was  propofed  on  the  i6th  of  April  to  the 
following  cflfedl : 

'•  We,  whofe  names  arc  hereunto  fubfcribed,  being  proteftantff, 
and  well  afiefied  to  his  majefty  and  the  conflitution,  do  hereby  en- 
gage^ upon  our  honour^  fo  long  as  we  fhaU  continue  members  of 
this  Company,  to  be  obedient  to  orders  of  our  officers  (whilft  under 
arms);  toobferve  and  conform  to  all  the  laws  and  regulations  efta- 
blilhed  for  the  good  management  of  this  Company;  and  that  we  will, 
when  required  by  our  commanding  officer,  in  confequence  of  a  re* 
quifition  from  the  magidrates^  to  the  utmoft  of  our  ability  fupport 
the  civil  power  in  maintaining  the  peace  and  tranquillity  of  this  me- 
tropolis.*' 

Thefc  regulations  were  the  prefervation  of  the 
Company  %  they  manifefted  an  intereft,  and  Ihewed 
to  every  member  the  importance  of  preferving  an  ef- 
fcfbive  force,  notwithftanding  the  prefent  treaty  of 
peace ;  an4  chey  had  ample  evidence  of  it  only  two  days 
after  paffing  thefc  orders;  for  on  the  1 8  th  of  April, 
not  lefsthan  twothoufanddifchargedfcamenaflcmbled 
on  Tower-hill,  and  marched,  in  a  detaghed  body,  to 
the  admiralty,  to  infift  on  ah  explicit  anfwer  from  the 

2  B  board, 
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board,  when  their  arrears  of  wages  ^nd  prize-money 
Ihould  be  paid.  No  fatisfaftory  anfwer  being  given 
to  them,  they  proceeded  to  St.  James's  palace,  to 
harangue  the  king,  biit  the  leading  avenues  were  ei- 
ther guarded  or  Ihut,  which  prevented  any  fcrious 
confequences,  and  they  afterwards  difperfed. 

The  minifters,  however,  took  the  mod  early  pre- 
cautions in  their  power,  and  wrote  to  the  lord  mayor 
(Mr.  Newnham)  for  his  concurrence :  his  lordfliip 
immediately  requefted  a  fpecial  court,  upon  the  emer- 
gency, to  meet  him  at  Guildhall,  where  he  laid  be- 
fore them  the  requifitions  he  had  received,  and  re- 
queued the  afliftance  of  the  Company,  under  arms, 
to  aid  the  civil  power  in  cafe  of  need:  The  battalion 
was  haftiiy  fummoned,  but  their  exertions  were  n8t 
.  afterwards  required.  , 

In  May,  the  court  of  lieutenancy  paid  to  the  Com- 
pany 175/.  for  one  year,  from  Lady-day  preceding, 
for  the  particular  purpofe  of  raifing,  paying,  and  keep- 
ing in  prafticc  and  military  cxercife  twelve  drum- 
mers and  fifers,  for  the  ufe  of  the  city  militia,  when- 
ever called  on  duty  by  the  Company,  or  by  the  lord 
mayor,  within  that  period. 

Major  Turner,  whofe  aflivc  fpirit  i^ras  ever  alive 
to  the  importance  of  the  fervice,  in  order  to  invigo- 
rate the  volunteer  fpirit  of  different  corps,  by  main- 
taining a  refpedtable  appearance,  recommended  to 
the  Company  to  join  them  on  a  general  field  day.  The 
court  acceded  to  his  propofition,  and  ordered  him  to 
confer  with  thofe  officers  thereon.  However,  at 
a  fubfequcnt  fpecial   court,    on.  the  23d  of  June, 
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it  was  debated  and  carried  by  a  majority  upon  a  bal- 
lot, but  a  rcquifition  was  afterwards  figned  for  another 
court;  in  the  mean  time  the  Company  joined  the  bloe 
voluntcrs  of  Marybbnc,  on  the  2oth,  on  Finchley 
Common  *. 

At  the  requeft  of  Mr.  Hart  and  Sir  Robert  Taylor, 
the  (heriffs,  the  Company  were  aflcmbled  at  Guild- 
hall, on  the  ad  of  September,  at  three  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  to  affift  the  civil  magiftrates,  in  fearch  after 
fome  convi6ls,  who  had  efcaped  from  the  tranfport, 
and  taken  fhelter  in  Gravel  lane,  Houndfditch.  A 
detatchment  of  Wty-fivc  attended  this  unplcalant 
duty;  and  on  the  fifth  of  the  following  Navember 
they  were  again  called  out  by  the  lord  mayor  and 
adjutant,  to  proteft  the  fufferers  at  a  very  alarming 
;ind  cxtenfive  fire,  at  Meffrs.  Scddons'  warehoufc 
of  furiitture,  in  Alderfgate-ftrect  and  Bartholemcw- 
dofe,  where  his  lordihip  attended  in  perfon  with  the 
adjutant,  and  a  guard  of  twenty-fix  men, 

A  few  days  after,  on  the  nth  of  November,  the 
captain- general  having  attained  his  age  of  twenty-one 
years,  took  his  feat  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  as  Duke 
of  Cornwall ;  on  which  occafion  an  addrcfs  fimihr  to 
that  of  1 78 1  was  prepared  and  adopted. 

The  clefticns  were  the  feme  as  thofe  of  th? 
paft  year. 

The  court  granted  perrhiffion  to  Michael  Biaggini 
to  exhibit  an  aeroftatic  globe  in  the  Artillery  Ground, 
under  th^  direftion  of  Chevalier  Zambeccari ;  byt  the 
armoury -houle  was  clofely  fhut,  and  he  gave  fccurity  to 

♦CourtBook,  H— end. 
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the  amount  of  50/.  againft  any  damage  to  the  pre- 
mifcs. 

The  Company  now  had  Icifure  to  confider  a  fub* 
jc<Sl  which  had  never  been  clearly  defined,  although 
it  made  a  part  of  the  very  purpofe  for  which  the  io* 
ciety  exiftcd;  namely,  on  what  occafions  it  ought  to 
aflcmble  and  aft,  under  the  direftion  of  the  civil 
power,  for  the  prefervation  of  the  peace,  property,  and 
rights  of  their  fellow  citizens.  A/ub-committec  was 
chofen  to  confider  and  afcertain  this  fubjedl,  and  alfo 
of  fome  further  regulations  for  rendering  the  conven- 
tion of  the  members,  on  urgent  occafions,  as  fj)cedy 
as  poflible ;  for  obtaining  a  number  adequate  to  the 
occafion ;  and  for  maintaining  difcipline,  fo  efTentially 
neceflary  to  the  honour  of  the  corps  and  efficiency  of 
their  exertions. 

A  number  of  depredations  having  been  committed 
on  the  inhabitants  in  Bunhill-row,  they  petitioned  the 
Company  for  leave  to  ftation  two  patroles  within  the 
gates,  and  to  have  the  ufe  of  the  watch-box  there ; 
which  was  granted.  The  adjutant  was  direfted  to 
take  the  fupervifion  of  the  watch,  and  the  Company 
Aibfcribcd  to  the  fiind  raifed  for  the  purpofe.  Similar 
applications  were  made  for  fcveral  fubfequent  years, 
and  readily  acceded  to. 

1784.  Monficur  Moreh  having  applied,  on  the 
5th  of  January,  for  the  ufe  of  the  Artillery  Ground, 
to  exhibit  a  balloon  forty  feet  in  diameter,  it  was  re- 
fufed  by  the  court  j  who  finally  refolved,  that  to  em- 
ploy the  Ground  for  any  other  purpofe  than  that  of 
arms^  tended  to  the  diverfion  of  individuals  from  their 
2  ufefui 
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ufeful  labour,  might  interrupt  the  public  pcacei,  and 
therefore  ought  not  to  be*  permitted. » 

The  pai  liament  having  been  diffolved,  the  fecretary 
at  war  acquainted  the  lord  mayor,  on  the  15  th  of  Ja- 
nuary, that  he  (hould  withdraw  the  troops  from  the 
Bank  during  the  ekftion;  his  lordfliip  theiefore  re- 
qucfted  that  the  Company  would  take  lip  that  duty, 
which  was  reported  by  Major  Turner,  who  was  now 
one  of  the  fhcriffs.  A  detachment  from  the  battalion 
was  therefore  ordered  to  attend  it,  but  that  no  ex- 
pcnfe  for  any  entertainment  (hould  be  incurred  to  the 
Bank^  and  the  quartcr-maftcr  was  ordered  to  provide 
what  (hould  be  nccc(rary ;  but  the  direftors  infifted 
on  the  rites  of  hofpitality.  One  hundred  and  cight^did 
the  duty,  the  mu(fcr-rolL  being  at  that  time  two 
hundred  and  forty-three.  The  lord  mayor  returned 
thanks  10  Colonel  Lewes,  and  the  court  exprc(red 
their  vote  of  approbation  to  the  members  for  their  zeal 
for  the  honour  of  the  corps,  and  for  the  public  good. 

The  jealoufiea  and  difcon tents,  as  well  in  the  Hou(c 
of  Commons  as  out  of  it,  relative  to  the  late  peace  5 
the  de{ire  to  introduce  a  union  of  parties,  and  the  ad- 
dre(s  from  the  Commons  for  the  removal  of  the  mi- 
niftry,  of  whom  Mr.  Pitt  took  a  leading  part  as 
chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  agitated  the  public  mind ; 
and  while  it  heated  the  apprehenfions  within  doors, 
afFedlcd  every  one  without  by  fufpenfc  and  doubt. 
It  was  natural  that  thefe  fenfations  (hould  reach  the 
Artillery  Company,  compofed  of  men  who  refide  in 
the  capical,  anJ  wliofc  intcrcfts  were  therefore  mo(t 
likely  to  be  afFcftcd.  by  any  meafurc  fo  important  as 
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the  queftions  of  government  in  India  and  govemtnent 
at  home. 

On  the  19th  Jan.  1784,  a  fpecial  general  court  of 
the  Company  met  to  confider  of  an  addrefs  to  the 
king,  to  affure  his  majefty  of  their  loyalty ;  to  than^ 
his  majefty  for  his  regard  to  the  conftitution,  as 
evinced  by  his  difiniflion  of  thofe  who  had  attempted 
to  deftroy  it  by  attacks  on  the  juft  prerogatives  of  the 
crown ;  and  to  exprefs  the  determined  refolution  bf 
the  Company  to  fupport,  with  their  lives  and  fortmies, 
his  majefty,  his  family,  and  the  conftitution,  as  efUp 
blifhed  at  the  glorious  Revolution.  A  motion  was 
made  on  the  other  fide. 

That  an  interference  with  any  political  queftion  might 
eventually  be  very  prejudicial  to  the  true  interefl  of  the 
Company,  as  tending  to  fow  the  feeds  of  diffenfion, 
and  deftroy  that  harmony,  without  which  no  military 
body  can  exift. 

Another  motion  was  alfo  made,  and  queftion  put, 
that  the  following  aihehdment  be  added  to  the  fore- 
going motion,  "That  an  interference  with  any  poli- 
tical queftion"  at  this  particular  time,  &c. 

When  there  appeared — 

For  the  amendment.          -        -        -         aj 
Againftit 35 

The  original  queftion,  being  put,  pafTed  in  the  nega- 
tive 39  to  19. 

Several  refolutions,  being  handed  to  the  chair,  were 
read ;  when  the  previous  queftion  was  moved.  That 
the  firft  refolution  be  not  now  put,  which  paffed  in  the 
negative  ;  when  the  following  refolutions  being  fepa- 
rately  put,  were  carried  in  the  affirmative,  viz. 

A  mo- 
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A  motion  having  been  made  for  an  addrefs  to  the 
crown,  &c. 

Refolved,  That,  anxious  as  this  corpst  feel  them- 
felves  to  {land  forward -in  their  civil  capacity,  they 
deem  it  improper  in  their  military  one,  as  armed  citi- 
zens^ to  addrefs  his  majefty  on  the  prefent  occafion. 

Refolved,  That,  left  fhe  foregoing  refolution  fliould 
be  thought  to  imply  want  of  attachment  to  the  beft  of 
princes,  or  a  concurrence  in  fentiments  with  his  late 
minifters,  this  corps  think  it'  incumbent  on  them  to 
declare,  that  they  ai:e  animated  with  the  moft  ardent 
gratitude  towards  their  gracious  fovereign,  for  having 
exercifed  the  power  vefted  in  him  by  the  conftitution, 
and  difmiffing  from  his  councils  men  whofe  conduct 
has  been  notorioufly  inimical  to  the  welfare  and  fafety 
of  the  kingdom. 

Refolved,  That  this  corps  do  hereby  pledge  them-/ 
felves  to  the  public,  and  each  other,  on  all  occafions, 
to  fupport,  at  the  hazard  of  their  lives  and  fortunes, 
the  conftitution  of  their  country,  and  the  juft  prero- 
gative of  the  crown,  as  one  effential  branch  of  it. 

Refolved,  That,  it  having  been  aflerted  that  the  pre- 
fent minifters  do  not  pofTefs  the  confidence  of  the  pub-, 
lie,  this  corps  declare  for  themfelves,  that  they  con- 
template the  late  arrangement  of  his  majefty*s  fervants 
with  the  higheft  gratification  ;  that  they  look  forward 
with  joyful  hope  and  perfect  confidence  to  the  reefta- 
bliftiing  the  purity  of  the  conftitution,  the  reform  of 
public  expenditure,  the  banilhment  of  corruption  from 
the  fenate,  and  the  reftoration  of  national  felicity,  un- 
der an  upright  admiiiiftration  and  a  patriot  king. 
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The  common  council  adopted  the  fame  fentiments, 
and  paffed  a  vote  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Pitt,  "  for  his  able, 
upright,  and  difmterefted  conduft,  as  firft  lord  of  the 
treafury  and  chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  on  the  prefent 
alarming  and  critical  junfture  of  aflfairs  ;'*  and  they 
prefented  him  with  his  freedom  in  a  gold  box,  of  the 
value  of  100  guineas,  "  as  a  mark  of  gratitude  for,  and 
approbation  of,  his  2:eal  and  aifiduity  in  fupporting  the 
legal  prerogatives  of  the  crown,  and  the  confKtutional 
rights .  of  the  people. ' ' 

The  military  court,  to  whom  it  had  been  referred, 
to  confider  a  plan  on  which  the  Company  ought  to 
aft  under  the  direftion  of  the  civil  power,  reported 
to  a  court  of  aififtants,  jis  their  opinion,  that  on  cer- 
tain information  of  confiderable  fires,  or  fudden  large 
and  dangerous  riots  or  afl:s  of  violence,  when  the 
unarmed  unaffifted  civil  power  fhall  appear  inadequate 
to  the  proteftion  of  the  property  of  the  inhabitants  and 
the  prefervation  of  the  peace  of  the  city,  was  one  oc- 
cafion  for  the  Company's  attention.  And  as  to  wait 
for  a  meeting  of  five  members  of  the  ^ourt  of  afliftants 
might  prove  a  dangerous  lofs  of  time,  the  captain,  or, 
in  his  abfence,  the  lieutenant,  or,  in  his  abfence,  the 
fergeant  of  the  diftrift  divifion,  in  which  any  fuch  fire, 
riot,  or  a£t  of  violence  may  happen,  fliall  proceed  in 
the  following  manner : 

Fir/l,    He  fhall  give  immediate  notice  to  the  lord 

mayor,  fheriffs,  and  aldermen  of  the  ward,  or  any  one 

Hof  them,  as  the  urgency  of  the  cafe  may  admit,  of  the 

occafion  of  the  intended  affembling  of  the  Company, 

of  the  place  where  they  will  meet  or  parade,  and  re- 

queft 
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queft  of  them  refpeftively  to  attend  and  diredl,  or  give 
fanfHon  to  their  conduft. 

Secondly,  He  fhall  fend  to  the  colonel,  lieutenant- 
colonel,  major,  adjutant,  and  the  officers  of  the  feveral 
divifions,  or  as  many  of  them  as  he  fhall  judge  necef- 
fary,  and  require  of  them  refpeftively  to  attend  agree- 
ably to  his  determination  in  refpefl:  of  time  and  place ; 
and  the  officers  of  divifions  fhall  be  further  requefled 
immediately  to  fummon  the  gentlemen  of  their  re- 
fpedive  divifions  to  affemble  accordingly :  the  gentle- 
men of  the  grenadier,  light  infantry,  and'matrofs  di- 
vifions, are  confidered  members  of  the  diflrift  divi- 
fions in  which  they  refide,  and  to  be  fummoned  ac- 
cordingly. 

Thirdly,  He  fhall  then  fend  to  every  member'  of 
his  own  diflrift  divifion. 

Laflly,  He  fhall  himfelf  repair  to  the  place  of  pa- 
rade, and  take  the  command  of  the  gentlemen ;  but 
if  the  colonel,  lieutenant-colonel,  major,  or  adjutant 
arrive,  then  the  command  fhall  inflantly  be  refigned  to 
thofe  officers. 

That  the  commanding  officer  fhall  not  march  from 
the  place  of  parade  with  lefs  than  twelve  members, 
nor  fhall  any  undertaking  or  fervicebe  performed 
without  the  prefence  and  fanftion  of  a  civil  officer. 

That  every  officer  who  fhall  call  out  the  members 
according  to,  the  aforefaid  authority  and  regulations, 
fhall,  without  fail,  attend  the  next  court  of  affiflants 
after  the  pccafion,  and  give  a  full  accoxmt  of  the 
'  grounds  for,  and  particulars  of,  his  conduft,  or  fend  in 
a  written  accurate  account  of  the  fame,  fubfcribed  with 

his 
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his  name,  in  order  that,  on  the  fadafadUon  of  the  court 
of .  affiftants,  he  may  receive  fuch  an  expreflion  of 
their  approbation  as  may  appear  due  to  his  merit  and 
fervices  :  he  Ihall  alfo  at  the  fame  time  make  a  return 
to  the  court  of  the  gentlemen  who  attended  on  the 
occafion,  that  they  may  refpedtively  receive  fuch  a 
mark  of  the  approbation  of  the  court  as  may  be  due 
to  their  zeal,  and  exertion  in  the  public  fervice. 

That  each  officer  fliall  be  fupplied  with,  and  keep 
by  him,  a  fufficient  number  of  printed  fuuimonfes,  to 
fill  up  and  employ  conformably  to  the  above  rules,  viz. 
For  the  mayor,  fheriflFs,  and  aldermen; 
For  the  diftri£t  officers ; 
For  the  members. 

That  each  member  fhould  be  fumifhed  with,  and 
keep  in  perfect  ftate,  eighteen  rounds  of  ball  cartridges, 
and  fix  fpare  flints. 

That  the  lord  mayor,  IherifFs,  and  aldermen,  and 
deputies  of  the  feveral  wards  of  the  city,  fliall,  from 
time  to  time,  be  made  acquainted  with  the  regulations 
of  the  corpis  refpefting  the  convention  of  the  members 
on  extraordinary  occafions,  and  of  the  places  bf  abode 
of  the  officers  of  the  feveral  divifions  within  their  re- 
Ipeftive  wards. 

In  order -to  remove  every  kind  of  obje£tion  to  the 
adjutant  commanding  the  corps  in  the  abfence  of  the 
fteld  officers. 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  court  of  affiflants 
to  confider  of  fome  rank  or  appointments  to  be  an- 
nexed to  the  office  of  adjutant. 

As  it  is  probable  that  the  fervice  of  the  Artillery 

Company 
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Company  may  be  required,  in  cafe  of  any  eleftion  for  ' 
a  reprefentative  for  the  city  of  London,  to  do  duty  at 
the  Bank  ia  the  room  of  the  guards, 

Refolved,  That  upon  the  death  of  a  reprefentative, 
or  any  other  event  wliich  may  make  any  ele£kion  ne^ 
ceflary,  that  the  adjutant  do,  without  lofs  of  time,  c^l 
a  military  committee,  in  order  to  make  a  rota,  and 
that  notice  be  given  to  every  member  to  apprize  them' 
of  the  event ;  and  that  it  is  expe&ed  they  will,  agree- 
ably to  their  engagements,  hold  themfelves  in  readi* 
nefe  to  do  duty,  in  fuch  a  manner  as  may  be  effefhial 
to  the  public,  and  refpedable  to  themfelves  and  the 
Company, 

Thefe  regulations  were  approved  by  the  court,  and 
have  conftituted  fince  the  general  plan  of  conduft 
which  has  been  purfued  when  occafions  have  re- 
quired it. 

A  general  court,  on  the  14th  of  Aprils  at  the  re- 
quifition  of  thirty  exercifing  niembers,  framed  fome 
.additional  regulations  to  compel  every  one  to  be 
.exercifi4g  members,  except  aldermen,  iherifFs,  hono- 
rary members,  or  whom  age  or  infirmities  might 
render  unfit  for  the  ufe  of  arms :  that  none  but  mem- 
bers who  perform  military  duty,  and  thofe  under  the 
above  exceptions,  Ihould  be  eligible  to  any  ofEce, 
vote  at  any  eledtion^  or  be  fufFered  to  interfere  with 
any  bufinefs  of  the  Company.  Certain  fines  were 
fixed  for  non-attendance  on  field  daysj  for  field 
ofiicers  one  guinea,  other  officers  IOj.  6^/.,  rank  and 
file  5  s. :  that  the  commanders  (hould  mak^  returns 
and  be  anfwerabl^  for  all  fines  not  coUeded ;  that  on 
imy  duty  wherein  the  Company  might  be  engaged 

and 
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and  a  guard  appointed,  the  members  on  the  rota 
fliould  attend  or  fend  a  fubftitute,  &c.  That  all  pro- 
ceedings of  a  political  nature  fhould  be  fubmitted  to 
the  confideration  of  a  general  court  previous  to  any 
advertifement ;  and  that  the  Bank  guard  fliouki  never 
be  fet  later  than  funfet.  Some  alterations  were  then 
made  in  the  mode  of  choofing  the  officers. 

The  Company's  debt  amounted  at  this  time  to 
400/, ;  a  loan  was  recommended  of  fliares  of  5/.  each, 
at  5  per  cent,  payable  by  lots,  which  plan  for  liquid- 
ating the  debt  was  referred  to  the  final  fandtion  of  a 
general  meeting,  where  it  was  adopted. 

A  fpecial  court  of  affiftants  was  called  on  this  day 
by  Mr.  Henry  Smith,  who  reported  the  death  of 
Major  Sir  Barnard  Turner  to  have  happened  that 
morning ;  the  court  came  to  fome  refolutions  for 
the  Company's  attending  the  funeral ;  appointed 
the  field  officers,  adjutant,  Mr.  Smith,  and  four  other 
gentlemen  to  be  a  committee  to  conduft  the  proper 
arrangements ;  and  that  the  late  London  foot  aflbda- 
tion  fhould  be  requefted  to  join  the  Company  in  their 
cxpreffion  of  refpeO:. 

A  fpecial  general  court  was  held  on  the  next  day, 
when  a  detachment  of  not  lefs  than  thirty  was  ap- 
pointed, who  were  defired  to  enter  their  names  for 
the  purpofe. 

The  pall  bearers  were  Colonel  Sir  Watkin  Lewes, 
Captain  Henry  Smith,  Surgeon  William  .Blizard, 
•  Quarter-mafter  Philip  Biggs,  Mr.  William  White, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  N.  Newnham,  four  captains  of 
divifions,  three  lieutenants,  two  enfigns,  and  122 
rank  and  file  j  befides  two  officers,  and  twenty^ght 

rank 


c^i.  xn.  Geo.  lIL-^An.  1784.  S8i 

Irank  and  file  of  the  royal  irtdepehdent  blue  volun- 
teers, three  officers  and  thirty-eight  of  the  ward  afTocia- 
tions,  and  eight  of  the  late  London  foot  aflfociation; 
a  detachment  of  four  rank  and  file  was  formed,  who 
fired  over  the  grave  at  Thei-field. 

The  following  account  of  the  duty  done  will  be 
intereftirig  to  all  who  remember  and  efleemed  the  de- 
ceafed,  to  whofe  memory  the  refpeft  was  defigned. 

Paraded  in  the  Artillery  Ground  at  fix  o'clock  in 
the  morning;  formed  battalion  at  eight;  Mary-jie- 
bonne  volunteers,  and  the  united  ward  afTociations,- 
on  the  left,  formed  a  detachment  of  four  rank  and 
file  from  each  divifion,  which  were  the  party  who 
fired  over  the  grave  at  Therfield ;  marched  ta  Chat- 
ham Place  by  a  quarter  pall  nine  o'clock,  where  they 
halted  for  the  corpfe  near  three  hours ;  marched  from 
thence  in  the  following  order,  with  arms  reverfed,  all. 
the  gentlemen  with  black  crape  round  their  left  arms, 
through  Bridge-ftreet,  Ludgate-hill,  Saint  Paul's 
church-yard,  Cheapfide,  Cornhill,  Bifhopfgate-flreet, 
and  Shoreditch,  the  bells  of  all  the  churches  tolling 
as  the  funeral  palTed,  and  minute  guns  firing  in  the 
Artillery  Groimd  till  the  procefTion  reached  Kingfland- 

road : 

Officer- 

Detachment. 

Officer. 

Adjutant  on  horfeback. 

Light  Infantry. 

Fourth  Divifioi. 

Third  Divifion. 

Drummers  j  drums  muffled  with  black  cloth. 

Fifcrs ;  fifes  with  crape. 

Drum-major ;  flaff  covered  with  crape. 

Second 
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Second  Dirifion 

Firft  Divifion. 

Quarter  -  mafter. 

Chaplain  and  Surgeon.' 

Band  of  mufic ;  inftruments  with  crape. 

Grenadier  Divifion. 

Major's  HorCe,  with  his  accoutrements,  led  by  two  grooms. 

Matrofs  Divifion. 

Two  Field  Officers. 

Hbahse. 
Chief  Mourner's  Coach. 
Sheriff's  Chariot  empty.  *   • 

Officer. 
Rojal  Independent  Volunteers. 
Officer. 
Ward  Affociation* 
Officer. 
Sheriff  Skinner  and  Under  Sheriff  in  his  chariot. 
Town  Clerk  in  his  chariot. 
^  Carriages  of  Friends. 

When  the  proceflion  came  to  the  place  where 
the  fetal  accident  Happened,  which  is  between  the 
Palatine  houfes  and  Newington,  they  halted  for  a 
quai;ter  of  an  hour;  they  then  reverfed  arms, 
marched  by  Newington,  Stamford-hill,  and  Totten- 
ham, to  the  further  end  of  Edmonton,  near  the  feven 
mile  ftone ;  halted  and  formed  a  lane,  refting  on  arms 
reverfed,  the  mulic  playing  the  dead  march  in  Saul ; 
the  hearfe  drawn  by  fix  horfes ;  mourning  coach,  and 
carriages  of  friends,  paffed  in  very  folemn  manner; 
the  detachment  marched  on  with  the  corpfe;  the 
battalion  formed  by  files  and  marched  to  the  Angel, 
Edmonton;  the  royal  independent  volunteers  and 
ward  aflbciations  to  the  Bell ;  and  halted  for  an  hour 
and  half,  then  formed  two  deep,  and  marched  by  files 

to 
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to  the  Artillery  Ground,  where  they  were  difmiflfed 
by  nine  o'clock  in  the  evening. 

The  detachment  was  conveyed  in  eight  coaches- 
and-four  to  Buntingford,  when  they  formed  by 
divifions,  and  marched  through  the  town  before  the 
hearfe,  with  arms  reverted ;  after  being  clear  of  the 
town,  they  then  went  into  the  carriages,  till  within  a 
mile  and  a  half  of  Therfield,  when  they  formed  and 
loaded,  marched  by  divifions,  with  arms  reverfed,  to 
the  Church-yard  in  the  following  order,  where  they 
were  met  by  the  redtor  of  theparifh  and  the  curate : 

ReAor  of  the  pariHi  and  Curate. 
Adjutant  3  fword  reverfed. 

Officer. 

Detachment  by  Divifions. 

Ranks  open. 

Drummers 3  drums  muffled  with  black  cloth. 

Fifcrs  ;  fifes  with  crape* 

Officer. 

The  Pall  fupported  by  fix  Officers. 

Corpse. 

Mourners. 

They  halted  at  the  Church-yard  door,  and  formed 
a  lane ;  refted  on  arms  reverfed ;  when  the  corpfe  was 
carried  on  a  bier  by  twelve  bearers,  pall  fupported  by 
fix  officers,  and  the  mourners  paffed  through  to  the 
church,  continued  formed  in  the  fame  manner  for 
the  return  from  the  church  to  the  family  vault  of  Sir 
Barnard  Turner,  which  was  in  the  fame  order. 

After  the  body  was  fafely  depofited,  and  the  fervice 
over,  the  detachment  came  to  the  fhoulder,  clofed 
ranks,  and  fired  three  vollies;  then  came  to  the 
ihoulder,  and  marched  with  drums  unmuffled,  and 

fifes 
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fifes  playing  from  the  Ground  to  Aintingford,  and 
nearly  at  the  fame  rime  fifteen  minute  guns  were  fired 
in  the  Artillery  Ground. 

The  attention  paid  to  this  folemnity,  by  a  prodi- 
gious concourfe  of  fpeftators,  coUefted  for  more  than 
thirty  miles  round,  and  the,  effufions  of  forrow  exhi- 
bited by  thpfe  more  immediately  acquainted  with  the 
deceafed,  were  affeding  expreffions  of  his  public  and 
private  worth. 

And  thus  the  Company,  which  had  received  the 
benefit  of  his  fpirited  exertions  j  the  battalion,  which 
had  felt  their  advancing  improvement  under  his  di- 
redion ;  and  the  public  at  large,  who  had  acknow- 
ledged his  fervices,  united  to  drop  their  tears  upon 
his  grave,  and  to  give  their  laft  tribute  of  approba  Jon 
to  the  merit  which  they  loved ! 

A  fpecial  court  was  called,  on  the  SOth  of  June, 
when  the  thanks  of  the  Company  were  given  to  thofe 
members  who  had  attended  the  ceremony,  for  their 
orderly  and  foldier-like  behaviour  on  the  melancholy 
occafion ;  to  the,  loyal  blue  volunteers  of  Marybone, 
with  aflurances  that  the  Company  were  ambitious  of 
cooperating  with  them  in  every  meafure  conducive  to 
the  maintenance  of  public  order  ^and  tranquillity  in  the 
metropolis ;  and  alfo  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Weflon,  reckor 
of  Therfield,  for  his  polite  behaviour.    , 

Henry  Smith,  efq.  the  friend  of  the  deceafed,  and 
who  had  joined  him  iji  his  meafures  for  advancing  the 
welfare  of  the  Company,  was  elefted  major,  and  a 
regulation  was  made  to  provide  againft  the  poffible 
difficulty  in  elefting  officers,  when  any  divifion 
Jliould  confiderably  decreafe  in  number  j  that  when 

any 
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any  fabdiviiion«fliould  not  exceed  fix  rank  and  file^ 
their  officeiis  ihould  be  choien  from  the  divifion  at 
large. 


'SECTION  VI. 

From  1784  to  179U 

On  the  2d  of  July  the  ufe  of  the  .Ground  and 
great  guns  were  granted  to  Mr.  Cannon,  for  an  ex- 
periment in  fortification,  under  the  dire&bn  of  the 
field  officers ;  a  grant  which  mud:  certainly  have  been 
deemed  within  the  reftriSion  lately  limited  to  fuch  ap- 
plications. 

The  great  increafe  of  buildings,  and  the  obftruc- 
dons  which  the  Company  had  lately  met  with  in  their 
inarches  to  the  fields  wherein  their  ancient  boundaries 
are  fixed,  made  it  xieceiTary  to  afcertain  their  prefent 
fitualion,  fo  as  that  the  right  might  not  be  loft ;  and 
-therefore  a  fpecial  committee  was  appointed  to  exa- 
mine them^  and  report. their  progrefs. 

A  fpecial  general  court  was  held  on  the  14th  of 
July,  when  Major  Smith  communicated  interviews 
with  the  Earl  of  Effingham  and  feven  other  toxophe- 
lites,  who  were  ready  to  fubfcribe  the  rules  of  the 
Company,  if  they  were  admitted  with  the  privilege 
of  prefendng  candida^tes,  fimilar  to  the  other  part 
of  the  battalion;  that  their  buttons  and  plates 
ihould  be  defcriptive  of  an  archers'  divifion,  but 
in  conformity  with  the  mfignia  of  the  Company,  as 

2  c  nearly 
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nearly  as  poffible..  Upon  due  confideratiori  of  thefe 
propofds,  it  was  agreed  that  a  divifion  of  archers  fiiould. 
be  added  to  the  battalion,  to  be  commanded  by  a 
captain-lieutenant  and  two  fergeants,  and  poffefe  the 
rights  of  a  flank  divifion  ^  and  it  was  recommended  to 
the  court  of  affiftants,  to  eled  the  Earl  of  Effingham 
and  the  toxophelite  fociety,  with  which  that  court 
readily  complied,  on  the  23d. 

Thus  the  Company  was  not  only  kept  in  a6Hve  pro- 
motion, by  the  zeal  of  thofe  who  condufted  it,  but 
its  ancient  eftablifliment  was  revived  by  this  wife  and 
elegant  adoption  :  it  feemed  to  reanimate  the  priftine 
vigour  of  their  anceftors,  and  to  recall  that  nobk 
energy  which  the  Eighth  Henry  had  firft  alTociated, 
and  which  his  more  exemplary  daughter  had  inipired* 

The  Company  marched  to  St.  Paul's  cathedral,  on 
the  29th  of  July,  to  join  in  the  general  thankfgiving 
for  the  conclufion  of  the  peace,  and  were^erward^ 
difmiifed  in  Chatham-fquare ;  thanks  were  exprefled 
^  to  the  Rev.  Dn  JeflFries,  cannon  refidentary,  for  die 
orders  he  had  given  for  their  accommodation. 

On  the  l2th  of  Auguft  the  Company  march^  to 
Sydenham  Common,  where  they  had  a  grand  field  day, 
in  honour  of  the  anniverfary  of  the  birth  of  their  cap- 
tain-general,  and  a  committee  was  formed  to  affift 
Mr»  Pepys,  already  mentioned. 

The  Artillery  Ground  was  granted  to  Mr.  What- 
more  to  exhibit  a  machine  for  fcaling  walls  at  fieges, 
and  ufeful  for  the  relief  and  fecurity  of  perfons  and 
property,  in  caft«  of  fire,  under  the  reftriffion  that 
no  money  Ihould  be  taken  at  the  door* 

On  the  28th  of  Auguft  an  application  was  made  to 

the 
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the  court  by  Vincent  Ltinardij  efq.  fecf etary  to  the 
Neapolitan  ambaffaddr,  to  exhibit  an  sdr  balloon  in  the 
Artillery  GrdtWd.  The  recbmmendations  and  quali- 
ficatioriS  wef 6  fo  much  in  his  fiaivour,  that  the  court 
Ttere  induced  to  refcind  their  fbmler  determination,  • 
and  to  (Jomply  ^th  his  requeft ;  but  it  wa:s  Upon  con- 
dition that  he  fliould  give  good  fecurity,  to  the  ailidunt 
of  5Q61.  againft  all  damages,  and  fhould  alfo  -add 
\05U  to  It  purfe,  which  the  Comply  were  th^i  mak- 
iagiup  as  a  prefent  to  the  furviving  family  of  their  late 
major;  The  chief  difficulty  was  to  procure  the  fecu*. 
rity ;  and  as  that  did  not  feem  likely  to  be  expefbed, 
the  tsumoury-houfe  was  not  granted.  The  inconve- 
nience which  muft  have  arifen  to  Mr.  Lunardi  himfelf, 
and  particularly  to  his  principal  fpeftators,  amongfl 
whom  were  perfon3  of  the  firft  rank,  induced  Sir 
Watkin  Lewes,  Edward  Stone,  efq.  and  the  Rev.  W; 
B.  Kirwan,  chaplain  to  the  Neapolitan  ambaiTador,  to 
offer  themfelves  as  the  fecurities,  whom  the  court 
accepted. 

The  15th  of  September  was  appointed  for  this  ex- 
traordinary expedition,  in  which  Mr.  Lunardi  and  a 
friend  were  to  afcend  into  the  air*  Several  of  the 
Company  aflembled  in  uniform,  and  Captain  Nicholasf 
Sinmionds  took  the  conunand,  affifted.  by  a  fergeant, 
in  order  to  preferve  the  peace* 

The  Prince  of  Wales  came  privately  to  the  Ground, 
with  feveral  of  the  nobility ;  and  Major  Smith  advanced 
to  efcort  him,  affuring  his  highnefs,  that  had  the 
Company  known  of  his  intention,  they  would  have  paid 
him  every  mark  of  attention.    His  highnefs  politely 

2  c  S  anfwered. 
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anTwered,  that  he  came  privately,  to  avoid  giving  the 
Company  any  trouble. 

Mr.  Lunardi  took  his  feat  in  a  car  appended  to  the. 
ballocm,  and  was  launched  into  the  air,  amid  the  ac- 
clamations of  a  greater  concourfe  of  people  than  was 
ever  known  in  this  part  of  the  country,  who  after- 
wards feparated  without  any  accident  or  injury. 

The  court  received  him  two  days  after  his  re- 
turn from  this  aerial  voyage.  The  (kill  and  know- 
ledge which  he  had  difplayed  in  filling  and  ma- 
naging the  machine,  the  fuccefs  of  his  hazardous  en- 
terprife,  and  the  very  interefting  account  which  he 
gave  of  his  whole  progrefs  and  defcent,  well  juitified 
the  court  in  the  following  unanimous  refolution : 

'^  That  Vincent  Lunardi,  efq.  havipg  evinced  great  magnanimitj 
in  his  experiment  in  his  aeroflatic  machinci  on  Wednefday  laft, 
his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Prince  of  Wales,  many  other  perfons  of  the 
firft  rank  and  diilin&ion,  and  the  public  in  general,  having  ex- 
preflied  the  greateft  iatisfa^on  thereon,  this  court  being  defirous  of 
promoting,  as  far  as  lies  in  their  power,  the  views  of  philofophj» 
and  being  anxious  to  contribute  to  the  rewards  of  ingenuity  a^d 
laudable  intrepidity,  refolved.  That  the  ofe  of  the  Ground,  together 
with  the  ufe  of  the  houfe  of  this  Company,  be  granted  to  him^  with 
any  aflbciate,  for  another  afoent  in  his  aeroftatic  machine,  on  any 
day  that  be  (hall  appoint* 

^  That  the  battalion  do  appear  under  arms  on  the  day  of  the  ex- 
'  hibition  of  Mr.  Lunardi,  but  that  the  members  be  not  fubjcd  to 
any  £nes/* 

And  it  was  imanimoufly  refolved  to  admit  him  as  a 
member  of  the  Company,  free  of  any  expenfe. 

The  following  was  the  genuine  account  of  his 
voyage,  delivered  to  the  court  of  aiCftaotSs  whifqb  ^ 
^ars  to  have  been  taken  fromhis  own  words : 

Mr. 
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'  Mr.  Lmiardi  fiid,  that  »  fhort  time  before  he  Tet  off^  while  he 
Wat  in  the  houfe>  ibmebody  told  him  that  his  baHoon  was  burft^ 
and  all  was  riuned^  which  fo  agitated  and  confufed  his  fpiritSi  th^t 
he  could  not  recover  himfeir:  his  chagrin  was  confiderably  incrcaf* 
^  by  the  difappotntment  he  fufFered  firom  the  Inability  of  the  bal-^ 
loon  to  carry  his  companion ;  being  obliged  however  to  content 
htmfelf  with  the  company  of  a  dog,  cat,  and  pigeonj  he  prepared 
himfelf  for  his  joumey^  taking  with  him  two  fowls  and  two  bot- 
tles of  wine,  a  compafs,  and  thermometer  that  ftood  at  6i^  upon 
the  earth.  Eveiy  thing  being  ready,  he  defired  the  people  to  leave 
his  gallery^  and  throwing  out  foipe  ballaft^'he  began  to  afctnd, 
but  was  exceedingly  alarmed,  when  he  found  himfelf  finking 
again;  and  haftily  casing  over  fome  more  ballatl,  he  afcended 
readily,  and  felt  himfelf  perfcdly  eafy  and  fatisfied  as  foon  as  he 
was  dear  of  the  houfes.  He  then  waved  his  flag  and  dropped  it,  as 
a  token  of  his  fafety.  Afcer  which  he  applied  himfelf  to  his  oars, 
but,  unfortunately,  one  of  them  flipping  out  of  its  faftenings  he 
loft  it ;  he  continued  howevcfr  to  work  one  with  great  fuccefs, 
finding  he  could  raife  or  lower  himfelf  by  that  only,  and  did  not 
doubt  doing  it  with  perfed  eafe,  when  properly  provided  with 
both.  He  was  much  pleafed  with  the  fuccefs  of  the  experiment  % 
but  growing  tired,  he  reded  from  his  oar  and  cook  a  glafs  of  wine^ 
and  (being  fupplied  with  the  neceffary  uteofils)  wro:e  a  letter, 
which  having  folded  up,  faftened  it  with  a  hair-pin  to  a  napkin, 
and  threw  it  down.  He  was  now,  and  had  been  for  fome  time^ 
ftationary. 

With  fcfpeft  to  height,  the  thermometer  (landing  at  50  degrees', 
he  for  a  (hort  time  indulged  himfelf  with  a  profpeft  beauti- 
fied beyond  defcription ;  for  at  this  height  Mr.  Lunardi  could 
clearly  diAinguifh  every  obje£t ;  and  the  diftance  from  the  earth, 
by  enlarging  the  field,  greatly  added  to  the  grandeur  of  the  fcene. 

The  appearance  of  London  had  an  amazing  effefl,  in  which 
St.  Paul's  was  majeftically  confpicuous;  and  the  winding  Thames, 
with  its  /hipping,  rendered  the  whole  beautifully  romantic  and 
pi^urefque.  He  called  out  to  the  people  below  him  as  loud  as  he 
could,  and  heard,  or  thought  he  heard,  them  anfwer;  but  the 
voices  were  rendered  inarticulate  before  they  reached  him,  found- 
ing much' like  the  echo  of  his  own. 

^  c  3  Having 
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Haviog' remained  a  Ihort  time,  be  caft  over  ibme  baUaft,  apd 
rofe  confiderably  higher.  He  drank  another  glafs  of  wine,  and 
tbrew  away  tbc  bottle,  which,  he  obferved,  was  four  miqutes  and 
mhalf  defcepdtng'.  Upon  examining  the  thermometer,  he  found 
the  mercury  had  faUcn  29  degrcea :  he  remained  nearly  fbitioxory 
for  half  an  hour,  and  obferved  it  froze ;  hit  dpg  an^  c^t  feemed 
faint,  the  cat  in  particular  >  he  felt  rather  co]dy  but  not  difagree- 
aWyfo. 

The  profpefi  at  this  height  was  not  fo  pleafing,  becanfe  objeda 
were  not  fo  diftind  as  before*  From  hence,  by  means  of  his  oar,  he 
dcfcended  very  rapidly:  he  endeavoured  to  check  himfelf  as  he  ap- 
proached the  earth  i  but,  notwithftanding  this  precaup'on,  he  touched 
thegrQund  with  fuch  violence  as  greatly  to  damage  bit  gallery.  He 
called  a  girl  t<»him,  into  whofc  bands  he  gave  bis  cat,  with  ftroog 
injunfUont  to  take  particular  care  of  it  ti)l  (he  faw  him  again  | 
when,  kicking  out  fome  ballaft  ( 10  minutes  pad  three),  he  imrae* 
diately  rcafcendcd;  and  by  throwing  out  all  hit  ballaft,  cutting 
9 way  hit  anchor,  and  difengaging  himfelf  from  every  thing  that 
might  retard  his  afcent,  he  arofe,  with  amazing  velocity,  to  a 
much  greater  height  than  before* 

He  began  writing  a  (econd  letter,  and  had  wibte  for  three 
quarters  of  an  hour,  wben  he  felt  fomething  touch  his  head, 
^is  aflooiihment,  great  ^  it  was,  fuffered  much  augmentation 
when  he  found  the  caufe.  His  balloon  had  fwelled,  owing  to  the 
difference  of  the  medium  of  fhe  air  in  which  it  floated  now,  and 
that  in  which  it  was  bunchedi  that  he  ezpeded  every  moment  i\ 
would  burft.  lie  had  no  valves  to  relieve  the  fuperfluous  air,  and 
was  t^ierefore  obliged  to  untie  ^be  neck,  by  which  means  he  gave 
it  vent:  he  fixed  what  he  had  wrote,  with  a  cor^-fcrew,  to  hit 
handkerchief,  which  he  threw  over. 

He  continued  afcending  for  fome  time ;  at  laft  became  flatjon- 
ary ;  and  having  wrote  a  few  more  lines»  he  faftened  the  paper  to 
the  buckle  of  a  belt  5  and,  dropping  it,  obferved  it  to  be  nine  mi- 
nutes and  a  half  defcending.     He  examined  the  mercury^  and  ' 
found  it  to  have  fallen  32  de^ees. 

The  profpcA  at  this  height  was  extenfive,  but  not  entertaioiDg  j 
the  whole  of  the  earth's  furface  appeanng  perfedly  fmooth  and 
level,  interfperfed  with  black  fpojs,  though  green  was  the  predor 
minai\t  colour;  and  Mr.  Lunardi  conjeflures,   that  the  dark  ap- 
pearance* 
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pearanceB  were  occafioned  by  th^  hills^  which  at  this  height  he 
could  not  di(linguil[h.  The  air  was  cold  ;  and  feme  water^  gene- 
rated' on  the  balloon,  wsjs  frozen  to  the  neck,  in  icicles  6  iqches 
long.  He  felt  h'ttle  or  no  ^inconvenience  in  breathings  nor  any 
difagreeable  fenfation,  except  hunger ;  and  unfortunately  he  had 
fpoilt  his  fowls,  when  he  firft  arofe,  by  emptying  his  baUafl  over 
them  :  he  made  fbift,  however,  to  eat  fonie,  and  to  drink  his  ^ine. 
He  had  obferved  with  furprife^  by  his  coznpafs,  that  he  had 
made  his  courfe  to  the  northward  from  the  time  that  he  had  dropt 
his  flagj  though  before  he  had  been  going  wefterly.  He  now 
perceived  himfelf  defcending  apace^  and  having  no  ballad  to  thfow 
oQt  to  check  his  defcent,  he  prepared  himfelf  for  a  violent  (hock. 
When  he.  got  near  enough  to  the  earth,  he  diilinguifhed  tlie~ 
(mooth  ground  from  the  rough;  he  endeavoured  to  ab'ght  on  a 
part  that  appeared  to  be  moft  foft  (which  \vas  a  plain  turf),  and, 
having  got  very  near  it,  he  threw  out  hitt  line  to  a  labouring  man 
whom  he  faw^  defirinqrhe.would  hold  it,  that  he  might  flop  himfelf f 
but  the  man^  extremely  frightened  at  the  appearance  of  the  balloon 
altogether,  ran  away,  exclaiming  he  would  hold  no  devil's  houfes. 
Mr.  Lunardi,  finding  he  CQuId  c;ec  no  help  from  him,  and  having 
now  approached  very  near  the  earth,  called  to  a  girl,  requelling 
her  afiiftance,  which  (he  readily  gave  him  3  and  by  her  means  he 
brY>!ight  himfelf  to  the  part  he  wi(hed>  when  he  came  to  the 
ground,  but  with  fuch  velocity  as  to  break  his  gallery  entirely  to 
pieces.  The  (hock  threw  him  down  with  great  violence,  fo  as  to 
tear  his  coat,  and  (hake  nine  guineas  and  a  half  out  of  his  pocket. 
He  immediately  obferved  the  time,  and  found  it  to  wane  2  ^  mi- 
nutes of  five  \  after  which  he  cut  his  balfoon,  fo  as  to  let  all  the 
air  out  %  which  done,  he  folded  it  up,  and,  in  company  with  Ge- 
peral  Smith,  retired  to  a9  inn  at  Ware  in  Hertfo|:d(hire. 

Among  the  members  balloted  for,  and  elefted  into 
the  archers*  divifion,  on  the'4th  of  O&^ber,  we  find 
the  naihe  of  Sir  Afhton  Lever,  who  had  contributed  his 
very  zealous  fervices  to  promote  the  revival  of  archery, 
which  formed  a  part  of  his  recreation  from  a  more 
minute  and  extenfiye  refearch  into  every  branch  of 

2  a  4  natural 
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natural  hiftory,  than  had  ever  occupied  the  attention 
of  any  man  in  this  country  fince  the  time  of  Sir  Hans 
Sloane ;  and  to  which  he  devoteU  a  confiderable  for- 
tune. He  lived  to  the  unfortunate  neceffity  of  fell- 
ing his  immenfe  colle£don,  which  entirely  filled  the 
royal  refidence  of  Leicefter-houfe,  by  a  lottery ;  and 
as  the  divifion  of  it  into  lots  was  found  impradicable, 
dither  in  point  of  labour,  intricacy  of  arrangement,  or 
more  probably  in  refpeft  of  his  own  feelings,  the 
whole  was  difpofed  of  in  one  lot ;  and  the  price  of 
each  ticket  was  fixed  at  a  fingle  guinea.  However 
tempting  the  bait^  the  hazard  of  pofTefling  fo  large 
and  multifarious  a  prize  deterred  many  from  the  fpe- 
>culation;  and  it  was  generally  underftood^  that  the 
liberal  and  munificent  owner  was  a  confiderable  lofer 
upon  his  beft  calculation.  The  lot  fell  to  Mr.  Pkr* 
kinfon,  who  invefted  his  fortune  in  a  new  and  appro* 
priate  bmlding  near  Blackiriars-bridge,  where  this  cu- 
rious and  extenfive  mufeum  has  been  much  increafed^ 
and  judicioufly  arranged  for  the  public  infpe^on. 

At  the  fame  court,  at  which  Sir  Afhton  Lever  was 
eleded  a  member  of  the  Artillery  Company,  Paul  Le 
Mefurier,  efq.  alderman,  and  member  of  parliament 
for  Southwark,  was  chofen  vice-prefident,  in  the  room 
of  James  Townfliend,  efq.  alderman,  deceafed. 

The  cafe  of  Captain  Pepys  was  ever  foremoft  in  the 
benevolent  minds  of  the  court,  who  were  anxioufly 
folicitous  to  promote  his  welfare,  in  return  for  what 
he  had  fufFered  in  their  fervice  ;  and  therefore  as  the 
houfe,  and  feveral  parts  of  the  Company's  property, 
required  examination,  a  new  office  was  created  for 
him  i  dfid  he  was  eleS^  furveyor,  at  a  falary  of  30/, 

with 
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with  this  Umitadon,  that  it  fliould  not  fet  a  precedent 
in  cafe  of  his  death  or  removaU 

On  the  14th  of  Oftober,  the  Company  marched  to 
Finfbury  fields,  to  view  their  feverai  ftone-marks,  be- 
ginning at  Prebend  A^ead,  where  the  Caftle-ftone 
ftood,  and  thence  extending  to  Baumes'  fields  and  If- 
lington  common.  They  removed  feverai  obftru£tionSp 
and  the  ftone  parallel  with  Old  Abfoly  to  the  weit 
was  named  William  White ;  that  parallel  with  Welch 
Hall  to  the  weft  was  named  Adjutant  Clark ;  that 
due  north  of  the  laft,  Sir  Barnard  Turner ;  and  that 
in  the  furtheft  field  but  one  to  the  eaft  of  the  road. 
Major  Smith,  inftead  of  Egg  Pye ;  that  numbered 
F  G  1679,  in  the  further  field  north,  and  to  the  eaft 
of  the  road.  Earl  of  EiEngham ;  and  that  on  the 
north-weft  of  Blackwell  Hall,  and  fouth-weft  of  John, 
was  named  Sir  Watkin  Lewes. 

A  general  court  was  held  on  the  Sd  of  November; 
when  the  order  to  admit  Mr.  Lunardi  was  judged  ir- 
regular; and  a  refolution  pafled,  that  no  perfon  in  fu- 
ture ihould  be  admitted  an  honorary  member,  nor 
that  the  ground  fliould  be  granted  without  leave  of  a 
general  court. 

TThe  eleftions  continued  the  chiefs  in  the  pofts  they 
already  held  ;  and  the  court  was  then  adjourned  to 
the  ift  of  December ;  on  which  day  the  admiflion  of 
Mr.  Lunardi  was  again  confidered,  and  his  eledion 
fecured,  upon  a  ballot,  by  35  againft  19;  the 
Ground  was  granted  to  him  for  another  exhibition ; 
and  upon  his  produftion,  to  the  next  court  of  affift- 
ants,  of  a  certificate  from  the  lord  mayor  that  he  had 
tdken  the  oath  of  allegiance,  he  was  admitted  a  member. 
3  Tho 
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The  laft  general  court  made  a  prudent  regulation, 
that  all  perfons  employed  by  the  Company,  as  tradef- 
men  or  fervants,  fhould  be  ineligible  for  the  court  or 
committees. 

1785.  The  Company  refleded  that  the  honours 
whi^h  they  had  endeavoured  to  pay  to  the  memory  of 
Sir  B.  Turner,  yrere  not  complete  without  engraving 
an  infcription  upon  his  tomb,  which  fhould  perpetuate 
his  merit  when  thefe  honours  would  be  forgotten ; 
they  therefore  offered  a  prefent  of  ten  guin^  for 
diis  purpofe,  and  the  following  being  produced,  wa^ 

adopted  : 

To  the  Memory 

Of  Sir  BARNARD  TURNER,  Knight, 

A14erman,  and  Sheriff  of  London  and  Middlefex, 

Major  of  the  Hon.  Artillery  Company, 

And  Member  of  Parliament  for  the  Borough  of  Sonthwark ; 

Who, 

Signah'zed  his  early  yeara 

In   the   Naval   Service  of  his  Country, 

And  became  eminently  difiinguifhed 

In  focial  and  civil  Life  ; 

By  unremitted  A6^ivity,  and  undaunted  Courage, 

Unihaken  Integrity,  and  Firmnefs  as  a  Magiftrate, 

Spirited  fupporc  of  Order  and  Decency,  in  the  Execution  of  Juftice, 

piumane  Attention  to  jthe  Qift  redes  of  the  wretched. 

And  difinterefted  Ardour  for  the  public  Good, 

Mented  and  adorned 

That  Dignity,  and  tbofe  important  Stations, 

To  which 

His  Sovereign  and  Fellow-Citizens  had  raifed  him  | 

The  Artillery  Company 
Having  attended  their  much  lamented  Officer  and  Friend 
Here  to  his  Grave, 
Dedicate  this  Infcription. 
He  died  by  a  Fall  from  his  Horfe,   the   15th  June  1784, 
Aged  42  Years, 

n  *  A  print 
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A  print  of  Sir  B.  Turner  was  alfo  engraved  and 
publiihed,  and  the  Company  prefented  a  proof  im- 
preflion  of  it  to  Mr.  Wefton,  in  a  handfome  frame, 
with  the  following  card  wfitten  underneath  it: 

'*  To  the  Rev.  Charles  Weftori,  A.  M.  prebendary 
of  the  cathedral  churches  of  St.  Paul  London,  Lin- 
coln, and  Durham,  and  reftor  of  Therfield,  in  the^ 
county  of  Herts,  in  grateful  acknowledgment  of  the 
teftimpny  borne  to  the  public  and  private  virtues 
of  the  friend,  parent,  and  chriftian,  this  likenefs  of  Sir 
jSamard  Turner,  knt.  is  refpeckfuJly  prefented  by  the 
Hoij.  Artillery  Company." 

Lord  Sydney  having,  on  .14th  June,  communicated 
to  the  lord  mayor,  Richard  Clark,  efq.  his  fufpicion 
of  a  difturbance  in  the  cqurfe  of  the  day  or  evening, 
and  defiring  vigorous  fteps  might  be  taken  to  preferve 
the  peace  and  fafety  of  Ae  city,  his  lordfhip  re* 
quefted  an  immediate  aifembly  of  the  Company  on  thi$ 
emergency  at  Gmldhall,  under  arms,  in  aid  of  the 
civil  authority.  The  chiefs  accordingly  met  and  fum- 
moiled  the  battalion,  who  remained  on  duty  there 
until  two  o'clock  in  the  moniing  of  the  next  day,  when 
the  lord  mayor  acquainted  them,  that  as  the  city  was 
quiet,  he  would  not  detain  them  any  longer,  biit  re- 
quefled  their  appearance  on  the  following  evening  to 
aid  the  civil  power,  if  it  fliould  become  neceflary,  for 
the  maintainance  of  the  public  tranquillity :  he  then, 
in  the  politeft  terms,  thanked  the  gentlemen  for  their 
ready  attendance,  and  exprefled  the  grateful  fenfe' 
which  the  city  of  London  entertained  of  their  fpirited 
exertions  on  every  bccafion,  which   rcflefted  at  the 

fame 
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fame  time  infinite  honour  on  themfelves;  and  he  fur« 
ther  afiiired  them,  that  whilft  he  continued  their  chief 
magiilrate,  he  ihould  always  look  to  them  for  affiftance 
to  proteA  and  preferve  the  peace  of  the  metropolis. 
.  The  fentinels  were  then  called  in,  and  the  gende- 
men  difmifled. 

The  Company  repeated  their  exertions  in  favour  of 
Captain  Pepys,  by  an  application  to  the  diredors  of 
the  Bank,  with  every  expreilion  of  efteem,  and  every 
teftimony  to  his  charader  and  abilities,  which  was 
figned  by  all  the  members  of  the  court ;  but  the  fituar 
tion  foKcited  for  him  was  otherwife  difpofed  of. 

All  the  cleftions  of  officers  were  the  lame  as  thofe 
of  laft  year. 

1786.  On  the  30th  of  March,  a.  court  was  held  for 
the  election  of  a  fecretary  in  the  room  of  Mr.  P^er 
Longes,  who  had  rdigned  ;  when  Mr.  William  White 
(who  ftill  holds  that  office  *with  refpeft  to  himfelf  and 
the  cordial  efteem  of  the  whole  Company)  was  eleded 
by  a  large  majority  on  a  ballot,  having  93  votes  againft 
S$  for  Mf.  Pepys  *. 

Confiderable  encroachments  having  been  made  upon 
the  ancient  marks  belonging  to  the  Company,  the 
court,  on  30th  July,  ordered  a  notice  to  be  fent  to  the 
occupiers  of  all  the  lands  in  Baumes  and  Finfbury- 
fields,  between  Peerlefs-pool  towards  the  fouth, 
Baumes'.pond  to  the  north,  Hoxton  to  the  eaft,  and 
Iflingtonto  the  weft,  wherein  any  of  thofe  marks  were 
placed,  to  remove  every  obftru£tion  to  die  Company's 
rights. 

•  Court  Book,  K. 

The 
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The  ,pubKc  attentipn  was  difturbed  from  the  tran- 
quillity which  the  enjoyment  of  peace  had  created  by 
/  an  event  which  might  have  proved  fatal  to  the  life  of 
the  fovereign.  On  the'  2d  of  Auguft,  as  his  majefty 
was  alighting  from  his  carriage,  at  the  garden  gate  of 
the  palace,  a  womap,  who  was  waiting  there  uiider 
pretence  of  prefenting  a  petition^  ftruck  at  the  king 
with  a  knife,  while  he  was  in  the  aft  of  receiving,  the 
paiper.  His  majefty  avoided  the  blow  by  drawing 
back ;  and  as  (he  was  making  a  fecond  attempt,  one 
of  the  yeoinen  of  the  guard  feized  her  arm  while  a 
footman  wrenched  the  knife  from  her  hand :  the  king, 
whofe  fortitude  and  prefence  of  mind  have  never  for- 
faken  him,  faid— "  I  am  not  hurt ;  take  care  of  the 
poor  woman ;  do  not  hurt  her."  She  was  examined 
before  the  privy  council,  when  (he  faid  her  name  was 
Margaret  Nicbolfon\  and  afterwards,  incoherently, 
ieemed  to  claim  a  right  to  the  crown.  A  former  pe- 
tition, which  fhe  had  a  few  days  before  prefented,  was 
filled  with  princely  expreffions  about  tyrants,  ufurpers, 
and  pretenders  to  the  throne  \  and  fhe  declared,  that 
unlefs  fhe  had  her  right,  England  would  be  deluged 
in  blood  for  a  dtioufand  years.  She  was  at  firft  com- 
mitted to  the  care  of  a  meffenger,  and  afterwards,  upon 
the  evidence  of  Do£bors  J.  and  T.  Monro,  and  other 
medical  men,  it  was  clear  that  fhe  was  infane,  and  as 
fuch,  was  conveyed,  on  the  9th  of  Auguft,  to  a  cell 
prepared  for  her  at  Bethlem  hofpital. 

A  fjpecial  general  court  was  therefore  called  of  this 
Company,  on  the  llth,  when  it  was  refolved  that  a 
Aitiful  addrefs  to  the  king,  on  hi$  providential  efcape, 

fhould 
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ffiould  be  pi'efeiitec!,  to  exprefs  tlie  Company's  con- 
gratulation, which  was  conceived  in  thefe  terms  : 

TO  THE  KING'S  MOST  EXCELLENT  MAJESTY. 

MasT  Gracious  ^overbzgm, 

We  your  majetty^s  moft  dutiful  and  loyal  fubje^s,  the 
prefidcnt,  vicc-pfcfidcat,  trcafurcr,  court  of  afliftants,  and  body 
of  your  tnajedy's  Artillery  Company  of  the  city  of  LondoDy  id 
general  court  affembled,  humbly  approach  your  majefty  with  fen» 
timents  of  the  highefl  veneration  and  warmeft  affedlion. 

Permit  U8»  Sire,  to  join  our  finccre  congratulations  with  tbofeof 
our  qountry,  that  it  pleafed  Divine  Providence  to  fruftrate  a  late 
sTarming  attempt>  while^  your  majefty  was  graciouily  attending  i6 
the  petitions  of  your  fubje^ls,  arid  to  preferve  your  majefty,  on 
whofe  welfare  the  profperity  of  thefe  kingdoms  fo  efTentially  de« 
pends,  we  hope  long  to  rtign  over  a  grateful  and  loyal  people, 
k  Convinced  of  the  protedion  all  your  majefty's  fubjef^s  enjoy, 
from  the  wife  and  mild  admin iilration  of  our  excellent  \i,w^,  we 
entreat  your  majefty  to  accept  our  unfeigned  profeifions  of  affcc* 
tionate  and  loyal  attachment^  and  our  readinefa  in  our  tivil  and 
military  capacities  tp  defend,  from  open  and  inHdious  enemiesf 
your  majefiy's  facred  perfon  and  auguft  family,  our  country,  and 
invaluable  conflitution. 

This  addrefe  was  prefented  by  the  chiefs,  and  moll 
gracioufly  received. 

There  was  not  a  county,  nor  a  city,  nor  a  borough, 
nor  fcarcely  any  fociety  in  the  kingdom,  oftheleaft 
refpe£iability,  that  did  not  unite  in  the  general  ftrain 
of  congratulation,  and  carry  the  teftimonies  of  their 
joy  to  the  foot  of  the  throne. 

The  Company  on  its  march,  on  the  12th  inft.  over 
Baumes  and  FinAury  fields,  having  pulled  down,  by 
the  pioneers  feveral  parts  of  the  fence  of  a  piece  of 
ground  enclofed,  about  two  years  ago,  by  Mr.  Samuel 
Eitt,  for  gardens  and  fummer-houfes,  through  which 

breaches 


cii.  !xn.  Geo.  III.— An.  1786;  399 

breaches  the  Company  marched  from  the  marks  of 
Guardftone  to  Arnold,  and  from  Arnold  to  Abfoly^ 
and  having  come  to  a  piece  of  ground,  lately  enclofed 
with  a  brick  wall  by  Meffrs.  Walker,  Ward,  and  Co* 
{proprietors  of  the  white  lead-mill),  between  the  marks 
of  Bob'Peak  and  the  Levant,  the. Company  were  in- 
duced to  deiift  from  pulling  down  or  making  a  breach 
in  the  wall,  in  order  to  march  through,  on  account  of 
Mr,  Maltby  (one  of  the  partners  in  the  white  lead 
works)  having  aflured  the  commanding  oiEcer  of  the 
battalion,  that  he  and  his  partners,  at  the  time  of  thdr 
making  the  faid  enclofure,  were  ignorant  of  the  Com- 
pany's right  in  thofe  fi^ds,  but  were  willing  to  enter 
into  any  reafonable  terms  of  accommodation  with  the 
Company  for  what  they  had  done.  One  of  the  archers' 
divifion  was  then  ordered  to  flioot  an  arrow  over  the 
faid  enclofure,  as  an  aflertion  of  die  Company's  right; 
which  having  done,  the  battalion  proceeded  on 
its  march  xo  feveral  of  the  other  marks,  and  the 
members  afterwards  dined  at  Highbury  airembly- 
houfe. 

In  confequence  of  thefe  proceedings,  Mr.  Samuel 
ipitt  attended  the  next  court  on  29th  Auguft,  and  deli- 
vered in  a  ftatement  in  wridng,  that  he  had,  on  the 
18th  Feb.  1784,  agreed  vrith  the  truftees  of  the  parifh 
of  St,  Luke's,  Middlefex,  for  the  leafe  of  a  piece  of 
ground  in  Hoxton  fields,  behind  the  Shepherd  and 
Shepherdefs,  about  one  acre  and  an  half,  for  ninety- 
five-years,  at  1,1/.  a  year;  that  he  had  fmice  enclofed 
the  fame,  and  made  feveral  finall  eredions  and  build- 
ings thereon ;  that  about  two  years  ago,  he  had  been 
informed  that  the  Company  claimed  the  privilege  of 

•     paffing 
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paiCng  acrofs  fome  part  of  the  ground  in  exerdfe  of 
.their  ancient  right  fo  to  do,  to  which  he  readily  fub- 
mitted)  and  took  down  every  fence  as  defired  for  that 
purpofe;  that  on  the  12th  inft.  the  faid  Company 
thought  proper  to  perambulate  their  marks  in  the  field, 
by  which  he  had  fuftained  a  very  confiderable  injury, 
as  it  was  unknown  to  him,  when  he  agreed  for  the 
ground,  that  there  would  be  any  obje£Hon  to  his  ereft* 
ing  buildings  thereon,  and  had  therefore  laid  out 
a  large  fum  of  money  in  improving  the  £une, 
which  was  nearly  completed  at  the  time  of  his  re- 
ceiving this  damage;  that  he  had  been  obliged  to  rein- 
ftate  the  fence  as  before,  not  out  of  any  contempt  to 
this  Company,  but  merely  to  fecure  from  plunder 
what  remained. 

He  therefore  now  requefled  that  the  court  would 
point  out  to  him  fome  mode  whereby  he  might  fadsfy 
them,  and  be  permitted  to  enjoy  the  improvements 
he  had  made,  as  he  was  defirous  of  rendering  the 
Company  every  accommodation  in  his  p^werwhen 
they  choofe  to  pafs  over  their  faid  ground,  and  had  no 
obje£tion  to  a  reafonable  fine  as  an  acknowledgment 
for  any  indulgence  they  might  pleafe  to  grant.         ^ 

Meffrs.  Walkers,  Ward,  and  Co.  alfo  applied  to  the 
court  at  the  fame  time,ftating,thatnothing  would  be  fur- 
ther from  their  intentions  than  that  of  encroaching  on 
the  Company's  rights  in  the  buildings  they  had  ere&ed 
at  the  Rofemary  Branch ;  that  what  they  had  done  there 
was  for  the  convenience  of  their  manufisi£tory;  that 
tjiey  were  totally  ignorant  of  the  Company  having 
any  right  to  go  through  part  of  the  premifes,  or  they 
certainly  ihquld  not  have  e^clofed  the  lat^  garden, 

(now 
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(now  a  vinegar  yard),  without  firft  obtaining  the  Com- 
pany's leave  fo  to  do ;  and  hoped  the  Company  would 
put  the  moft  fevourable  conftruftion  on  what  they 
had  done ;  and  that  they  fhould  readily  confent  to  any 
thing  in  reafon  which  the  Company  might  determine 
upon. 

They  concluded  by  requefting  the  favour  of  the 
gentlemen,  who  were  prefent  on  the  12th  inft,  to  ac- 
cept of  their  thanks  for  their  polite  behaviour  on  that 
day. 

The  confideration  of  thefe  applications  was  deferred 
to  a  future  court ;  in  the  mean  time  it  afforded  no 
fmall  fatisfaftion  to  the  Company  to  have  afferted  their 
right,  and  to  have  met  with  Kberal  men  ready  to  ac- 
knowledge it. 

It  was  recommended  to  the  members  to  always  hold 
themfelves  in  readinefs  upon  the  fhorteft  notice  to 
ailift  the  civil  power  in  the  maintenance  of  the  public 
peace,  and  the  due  execution  of  the  laws. 

The  eledions  were  this  year  a  repetition  of  the  fame 
confidence  and  fatisfa£tion  which  had  for  feveral  pail 
years  been  expreffed  to  the  fame  chief  officers,  under 
whofe  care  and  vigilant  attention  the  profperity  of  the 
Company  was  fecured. 

1787.  Undifturbed  tranquillity  afforded  oppor- 
tunity to  the  extraordinary  talents  of  Mr.  Pitt  to  con^- 
plete  a  treaty  of  commerce  with  France,  to  arrange  a 
voluminous  and  multiform  confolidation  of  cuftoms  and 
excife  j  to  inveftigate  the  claims  of  diffenters  from  the 
reftriftions  of  the  Corporation  and  Teft  afts ;  to  the 
eftablifliment  and  demands  of  the  Prince  of  Wales ; 
and  to  the  impeachment  of  Governor  Haftings:   a 
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throne  of  thefe  kingdoms ;  that  it  ought  ever  to  be 
remembered  by  the  people,  and  particularly  by  this 
ancient  military  Company,  whofe  rights  and  privileges 
were  happily  reftored  by  his  majefty  King  William, 
which  had  been  interrupted  under  the  arbitrary  rdigns 
of  the  Stuarts;"  the  battalions  marched  in  arms  to 
St.  Paul's  cathedral,  and  on  their  return  fired  a  royal 
falute  before  the  Manf^on-houfe,  with  three  vollies, 
and  afterwards  proceeded  to  the  armoury-houfe  to 
dinner, 

.  On  the  17th  the  whig  club  requefted  the  counter 
nance  and  afliftance  of  the  Company  for  a  fubfcrip- 
don  to  ereft  a  column  on  Runny  Mede,  to  comme- 
morate this  epoch  in  the  annals  of  Great  BritEun. 

The  king,  who  had  for  fome  time  pad  been  moft 
ferioufly  indifpofed,  the  anxiety  of  the  people  for  his 
recovery  furpaffed  the  higheft  exprefiions  of  affedion 
which  they  could  ever  prefer  in  the  warmed  moments 
of  their  zeal :  that  he  was  the  mod  popular  prince  in 
Europe  had  been  afferted — ^it  was  now  proved  beyond 
the  common  ftretch  of  human  evidence;  the  avidity 
with  which  all  ranks  of  his  fubjeds  crowded  to  the 
palace,  and  to  the  other  appointed  parts  of  the  town, 
to  read  the  daily  report  of  his  fituation,  was  unex- 
ampled ;  the  perplexity  of  his  minifters  was  not  more 
apparent  than  their  firmnefs  in  maintaining  the  juft 
refpeft  to  his  perfon  and  the  honour  of  his  crown. 
The  agitations  of  the  confequent  great  queilion  of  the 
right  of  government,  and  the  continuation  of  their 
own  authority,  were  inveftigated  on  all  fides  with  the 
fldll  of  Grecian  eloquence^  and  fuftained  with  .Roman 
fortitude ;  the  functions  of  the  ftate  were  not  all  fuf- 

pended 
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pended,  nor  were  all  their  powers  paralyfedj  the 
prayers  of  the  united  nation  were  heard,  and  before 
the  diftrefles,  which  a  continuation  of  his  malady 
were  likely  to  have  produced,  had  acquired  time  to 
break  out  into  difafter  and  mifery,  it  pleafed  Divine 
Providence  to  reftore  him  to  his  grateful  people,  and 
to  continue  his  mild  and  equitable  govenuneht  over 
them. 

1789.  The  king's  meffage  to  parliament,  and  an 
official  declaration  of  his  complete  reftoration  to 
health,  was  n^e  on  the  10th  of  March  \  upon  which 
the  guns  in  the  Park  and  at  the  Tower  were  fired, 
the  royal  ftandards  were  every  where  difplayed,  the 
fliips  of  all  countries,  in  the  river,  hoifted  their  co- 
lours, and  the  univerfal  tokens  of  grateful  joy  were 
exhibited  on  every  building  and  heard  on  every 
tongue :  thefe  occupied  the  day,  and  the  mod  fplen- 
did  illuminations  that  human  tafte  and  ingenuity 
could  devife  were  repeated  during  three  fucceffive 
nights ;  the  fatisfaftion  of  the  nation  at  large  was  a 
triumphant  eulogy  that  refleded  as  much  true  dignity 
on  the  fovereign  as  it  did  honour  to  the  feelings  of  the 
people. 

On  the  3d  of  April  a  proclamation  was  iflfued  by 
the  council  for  a  general  thankfgiving,  which  was 
appointed  to  be  held  on  the  propitious  anniverfary  of 
the  patron  faint  of  England,  the  23d  of  April, 

On  this  happy  occafion  the  Company  prefented 
their  congratulations  to  the  king,  by  the  hands  of  their 
chiefs,  to  Lord  Sydney. 
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TO  THE  KINffS  MOST  EXCELLENT  MAJESTY. 

Most  Gracious  Sove&eign, 

We,  your  majefty*!  moft  dutiful  and  loyal  fubjeds^  the 
pretidentt  vice-prefideoti,  treafurer,  court  qf  aflUlantSy  and  body 
of  your  majcfty's  Artillery  Company  of  the  ^ity  of  London*  in 
general  court  aflenabled»  humbly  beg  leave  to  approach  your 
royal  perfon  with  the  moft  finccre.  congratulations  on  the  reelLa- 
blifbm^nt  of  your  majefty'a  health,  which  pannot  fail  of  impreff- 
ing  the  minds  of/^i  aSe^onate  people  with  the  warmeft  gratitude 
to  the  Supren^^eing  in  reftoring  your  majcfty  to  the  perCpnal 
czercife  of  your  royal  authority. 

ynder  a  gTciteful  fenfe  of  many  fignal  and  important  bleffingt 
which  we  enjoy  through  your  majefty*8  mild  andaofpicious  govern* 
inent,  it  is  the  fervent  vf  iih  of  our  hearU  that  your  maj<fty*s  reigji^ 
pMjr  be  long,  happy^  and  glarious,  over  a  loyal  and  free  people* 

To  which  ih^  received  the  fblIowi^g  ^wer  : 

To  Brafs  Crolby^  Eft],  Prefident,  Paul  Le  Mefuricr,  E'q.  Vicc- 
Prcfidcnt ;  Sir  William  Plomer,  Knt.  Trcafurer ;  Sir  Watkin 
Lewes,  Knt.  Colonel ;  Nathaniel  Newnham,  Efq.  Licut.»Co« 
lonel;  and  Inward  Qowling,  Efq.  Miypr. 

GKllTLEMxy»  Whitehall^  r3th  April  1789. 

I  KAVBy  this  day,  had  the  honour  of  prcfenting  to  the 
king  the  addrefs  of  the  preiident,  vice-prefident,  ireafurer,  court  of 
affiftants^  and  body  of  his  majefty's  Artillery  Company  of  the  city 
pf  London,  which  you  delivered  to  me,  congratulating  his  majef* 
ty  on  the  happy  reeftablifhmcnt  of  his  health,  and  I  have  the  (a- 
tisfaftion  of  informing  you,  that  bii  majefty  was  pleafed  to  reccifC 
the  fame  in  the  moft  gracious  manner. 

1  have  the  honour  ta  be. 

Gentlemen, 

Your  moft  obedient  humble  ferrant, 

SYDNEY. 
The 
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The  Company  joined  in  the  general  thankfgiving^ 
wd,  as  on  other  occaiions,  claimed  their  ancient  cuf- 
tom  of  acting  as  bodyfguard  to  the  lord  mayor  (Wil- 
liam GilU  efq.))  whom  they  preceded  in  the  pro- 
ceflion.  The  court  of  lieutenancy  had  deftined,  as 
their  (lation,  to  form  a  line  within  the  rails  of  St; 
Paul's  church-yard,  but  the  Company  did  not  choofe 
to  wave  its  right  by  accepting  any  duty  that  ihould 
interfere  with  that  part  in  the  ceremony  which  their 
great  antiquity  and  invariable  pra£tice  had  always  al-^* 
lotted  to  them,  and  to  them  only ;  and  for  this  reafon 
alfo  they  tumid  not,  on  this  occafion,  permit  the 
Marybone  volunteers  to  join  tbem.  The  lord  mayor 
acquainted  Lord  Sadiibury  i/h&i  the  Company's  inten« 
tion  of  taking  their  part  in  the  ceremony,  at  the  time 
that  he  prefentad  the  livery's  addrefs ;  and  the  court 
of  common  coancil  afterwards  voted  their  unanimous 
thanks  to  the  Company  for  the  duty  they  performed. 

At  the  general  court,  ia  November,  the  fame  chiefe 
w^e  rechofen ;  but  the  office  of  engineer  was  aboli(h<« 
ed,  and  the  ammunition  and  ftores  were  confided  to 
the  care  of  the  qu^ter-mafter. 

A  houfe  next  to  the  gates  in  Bunhill-row  was  or- 
dered to  be  purchafed  and  fitted  up  for  the  refidence 
of  the  meffenger ;  and  a  vacant  piece  of  ground, 
on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  gates  in  the  City  Road,  were 
taken  of  the  city  at  %s.  and  8^.  per  foot,  for  a  term 
of  fixty-one  years;  and,  as  there  were  forty- 
feven  feet  next  the  road,  and  the  Company  were 
pofleiTed  of  an  adjoining  piece  of  ground,  they  con- 
traded  with  Mr.  Banner  for  the  ereftion  of  three 
boufes  at  2495/,     The  firll:  comer  ftone  was  laid  in 
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the  next  year  by  the  adjutant,  Stephen  Clark,  efq. 
who  prefented  an  engraved  copper  plate,  which  was 
fixed  upon  it,  exprefling  the  following  infcription : 

ThiSj  and  the  two  adjoining  Houfct  fouthward, 

were  built  by  the 

Hon.  Artillery  Company, 

,    and  the  Foundation  Stone  laid  on  the 

2(5thdayof  July  1790. 

HU  Royal  Highnefs  George  Prince  of  Wales 

Captain- General. 

Brafs  Crofby,  Efq»  Aid.  Prefident. 
Paul  Le  Mefurier,  £fq.  Aid.  M.P.  Vice-Prdident. 
Sir  Wna.  Plomer,  Knt.  Ald.Treafurer. 
Sir  Watkin  Lewes,  Knt.  Ald.Colohe!. 
Nath.  Newnham,  Efq.  Aid.  Lieut.-Col. 
Edward  Dowling,  Efq.  Major. 
"Stephen  Clark,  Efq.  Adjutant. 

Richd.  Pepy»>  Architca. 

Thefe  buildings  being  completed  in  the  following 
year,  the  general  court  provided  one  of  the  three 
houfes  for  the  refidence  of  the  fecretary  to  the  fodety, 
during  their  pleafure;  and,  in  the  year  after,  the 
Company  alfo  purchafed  of  the  city  a  leafe  for  iixty- 
one  years,  at  IOj.  9d.  per  foot,  of  the  ground  on  the 
north  fide  of  the  fame  entrance  from  the  road,  on 
which  they  alfo  built  a  dwelling-houfe  ;  fo  that  they 
have  preferved  the  paffage  which  they  were  anxious 
to  retain  in  their  negotiations  with  the  corporation 
agreeably  to  their  own  plan,  and  which  renders  their 
eftate  very  complete. 

Major  Dowling  reported  to  the  court,  in  Auguft, 
that  in  confequence  of  an  augmentation  of  the  in- 

valid 
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valid  companies  having  been  ordered  by  government, 
fome  of  the  drummers  and  fifers  in  the  Company's 
fervice  were  liable  to  be  called  upon  to  do  ganifon 
duty,  as  having  been  formerly  in  his  majefty's  fervice, 
and  now  receiving  the  benefit  of  Chelfea  hofpital;  that 
he  had  therefore  fent  their  names  to  Lieut.-Colonel 
Newnham,  who  immediately  tranfmitted  the  fame  to 
the  fecretary  at  war,  with  a  requeft  that  thofe  men 
being  retained  by  the  Company,  might  be  confidered 
as  engaged  in  the  fervice  of  their  country,  and  ex* 
cufed  from  being  fent  to  garrifon;  and  that  direc- 
tions had,  in  confequence,  been  immediately  givea 
from  the  war-office  to  the  Chelfea  board,  that  the 
drummers  and  fifers  named  in  the  major's  report 
Ihould  not  be  fent  to  garrifon  duty. 

This  circumftance,  with  very  many  others,  is  an 
ample  teftimony  of  the  refpeft  with  which  the  Com- 
pany is  held  by  government,  and  of  the  rank  it  holds 
in  their  eftimation  of  its  public  importance  in  the 
fervice. 

At  the  Michaelmas  court,  William  Blizard,  efq. 
refigned  the  office  of  furgeon  to  the  Company; 
aftd,  from  the  zeal  with  which  he  had  promoted  its 
profperity,  he  retired  with  the  thanks  and  efleem  of 
his  comrades. 
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SECTION  VII. 

From  1791  $$  1795. 

1791.  Some  of  the  Compaay's  ancient  marks 
^v^re  removed  or  broken  by  the  building  of  a  row  of 
houfes  on  the  road  fide,  in  Hoxton  ^ds,  v^erebj 
Caftle-ftone,  No.  1,  was  almoft  enclofed;  and  die 
Jong  butts  on  the  common  were  deftroyed  by  dig- 
png  gravel;  thus  it  became  neceffary  to  remedy 
9n  evil  which  might  have  abfoibed  the  Company's 
right :  a  detachment  therefore  marched  to  the  ^ot 
on  the  12th  of  Auguft,  purfuant  to  a  previous  notice 
to  the  occupiers  and  commifTioners  of  the  roads,  to 
remove  every  obftrudion,  and  to  replace  the  marks: 
thefe  objeds  were  obtained. 

The  Company  now  found  it  requifite  to  difcharge 
their  part  of  their  building  contrads,  and  therefore  raifed 
2200/.  among  themfelves,  by  bonds  at  5  per  cent,  with 
the  fecurity  of  the  whole  of  their  property  for  the  re- 
payment. John  Shephard,  efq.  and  four  other  mem- 
bers, advanced  the  whole* 

The  eledions  in  December  repeated  to  their  chiefe 
the  compliment  of  a  rechoice ;  and  Mr.  Pepys,  hav- 
ing an  appointment  to  go  to  Sierra  Leone,  applied  to 
the  court  for  any  further  aid  they  might  think  proper 
to  grant  in  lieu  of  his  annuity  of  30/. ;  and  the  court 
flill  retaining  the  full  remembrance  of  what  has  al- 
ready been  noticed  in  its  proper  place,  but  forgetting 
what  they  had  done  towards  his  promotion  ever  fince, 
prefented  him  with  150/.  on  his  relinquiihing  all  fu* 
turc  claims  upon  the  fociety. 

1793. 
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1792.  The  prefent  year  was  memin^le  ibr  the 
inftitution  of  a  ibciety,  denominated  Friends  of  the 
People,  for  obtaining  a  parliamentary  re&rm;  for 
feveral  flrong  refolutions  and  addrelTes  from  the  Revo- 
lution Society ;  and  for  the  dififufiop  of  the^interefting 
fubjeSs  of  debate  in  France  on  the  leading  points  of 
the  recent  change  in  the  government  of  that  country. 
Thefe  were  anfwered  by  another  ibdety,  formed  and 
conduced  with  great  ability  and  vigilance  by  John 
Reeves,  dq.  againft  levellers.  The  varying  and  dif- 
cord^nt  opinions  on  thefe  principles  could  never  hope 
for  reconciliation;  nor  could  the  agitation  of  them 
ever  be  expeded  to  ceafe  by  mutual  convidion :  but 
when  men  began  to  judge  from  their  own  interefls, 
and  to  feel  the  weight  of  fuperior  authority,  the  whole 
gradually  fubfided.  The  profpeAs  of  fome,.and  the 
alarms  of  others,  at  length  found  the  beft  afylum  in 
an  agreement  to  fupport  the  confUiution  of  their  own 
country.  During  the  progrds  of  thefe  concerns,  tha 
civil  magiffrates  preferved  a  conftant  watch  over  the 
difTolute  part  of  the  community,  who  might  have  in- 
dulged  a  profligate  hope  of  railing  their  defperate  for- 
tunes upon  the  wreck  of  public  fafety.  The  lieute* 
Aancy  ordered  their  militia  to  hold  themfelves  in  readi^^ 
nefs  to  be  called  for  to  affift  the  civil  power ;  and  the 
Artillery  Company  awaited  with  filent  obedience  the 
part  they  might  be  called  upon  to  take  againfl  inlbr* 
reftion  and  diforden  For  the  more  ready  obferva^ 
tion  of  the  four  diffaids  into  which  they  had  divided 
the  town  and  the  battalion,  they  procure  1  a  large 
map,  which  was  coloured  according  to  thefe  divifions  \ 
but  peace  and  tranquillity,  the  boon  of  human  fociety^ 

remained 
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rexnained  to  be.  the  blefling  of  the  capital,  and  the 
higheft  approbadon  that  could  be  offered  to  the  go* 
vernment* 

In  the  month  of  May  the  Company  lent  the  ufe 
of  the  armoury^houfe  to  the  London  milida  for  12 
days  for  exercifes,  and  their  field  pieces  for  the  day 
of  a  grand  brigade  to  falute  the  lord  mayor  and 
coirimiffioners  of  lieutenancy ;  but  they  were  res 
ftrained  from  bringing  in  a  ftore  of  powder,  and  from 
leaving  any  ammunition  on  the  premifes*  A  (ingle 
prefs  was  allowed  to  their  quarter-mafter,  die  keys  of 
which  were  afterwards  delivered  to  the  fecretary. 

On  the  13th  of  Auguft  the  Company  marched  to 
all  the  ftone  marks,  and  placed  their  colours  upon 
them  and  fired  a  volley  ;  but  found  No,  1,  the  Caftle^ 
encroached  upon  by  buildings,  near  Peerlefs  Pool,  and 
a  boarded  fence  for  a  garden  erefting  near  to  it,  which 
the  pioneers  levelled,  becaufe  it  obftrufted  thdr 
march  on  towards  the  French  hofpital. 

The  king  having,  on  the  20th  of  April,  fan&ioned 
the  new  manual  exercife  which  is  now  in  practice, 
the  Company  ordered  the  proper  fergeants  of  the 
guards  for  the  inftruftion  of  the  members. 

Notwithftanding  ,the  appearance  of  public  tran- 
quillity, which  has  been  nodced  at  the  beginning  of 
the  year,  the  fame  afpe£t  was  by  no  means  fo  un- 
clouded at  the  clofe  of  it ;  and  therefore,  at  the  gene- 
ral court  in  Decembier,  after  elefUng  the  fame  offi- 
cers as  before,  and  after  negativing  another  applica- 
tion frcm  the  militia  for  the  ufe  of  the  armoury-houfe, 
while  on  duty  as  a  guard  to  defend  the  city  and  its 
inhabitants,  they  proceeded  to  take  into  confideradon 
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the  iltuation-of  public  affairs ;  and  the  great  reafon 
government  had  to  apprehend  that  diffaffedied  and 
ill  defigning  perfons  were  endeavouring  to  excite  the 
people  to  fedition,  and  to  fubveft  the  happy  conftitu* 
tion  of  this  country ;  and  therefore  adopted  the  fol- 
lowing declaration  and  invitation  to  the  public  for  the 
increafe  of  the  Company,  the  better  to  enable  it  to 
affifl:  the  civil  power  in  preferving  the  peace  and  tran- 
quillity of  the  metropolis^  by  effeftually  refilling,  any 
tumults  or  riots  which  might  happen,  and  ordered  it 
to  bje  advertifed  twice  in  each  of  the  London  news- 
papers ;  and  alfo  to  be  printed  and  delivered  to  the 
members  for  circulation  among  their  friends. 

HONOURABLE  ARTILLERY  COMPANY. 

At  a  Court  of  Afllflants  of  the  faid  Company,  held  at  the  Armomy- 
houfe,  on  Friday  tht  7th  of  December  1792^ 

Paul  Le  Mefurier^  Efq.  Alderman,  and  Vice-prelident,  in  the 
Chaio 

JtSSOLfED, 

That,  anxious  as  we  feel  ourfclvesfor  the  prefervation  of  the 
coftftitution  of  this  countrj,  this  corps  think  it  proper  to  declare^ 
in  their  military  capacity,  that  whenever  occafion  may  require^  they 
will  be  ready  to  affifl  the  ciyil  power  in  fupportin^  the  fame. 

At  the  prefent  crifis,  therefore,  this  Company  think  it  fit  to  in* 
form  the  citizens^  inhabitants,  and  fuch  gentlemen  as  may  be  re- 
fident  in  or  near  London,  that  they  are  ready  to  accept,  as  mem- 
bers, gentlemen  who  are  proteftants,  and  well  afFeded  to  his  pre- 
fent majefty  and  our  happy  conQitution ;  and  that  no-  gentleman, 
through  miftaken  ideas,  may  be  prevented  from  joining  this  Com- 
pany, they  think  it  proper  to  give  the  public  a  (horc  iketch  of  its 
eftabUfhment. 

This  Company  a£ls  under  the  authority  of  a  warrant  from  his 
majcdy^  who  has  been  pleafed  to  appoint  his  Royal  Highnefs 
George  Prince  of  Wales  captain-general. 

Its 
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Its  afiafrs  are  regulated  bf  «  prefident,  vice-prefident,  treafomy 
and  court  of  afliftanti,  cooiifling  of  the  right  honpuraUe  the 
lord  major,  ahkrmeny  aod  (heriffs  (for  the  time  being),  honotaiy 
Biembers,  and  24  gentlemen,  who  are  annually  eleded  at  a  gene- 
ral meeting  of  the  members* 

Then  followed  the  rules  of  admiffion  and  leading 
jcguladons* 

Conlequent  to  this  public  addrefs,  the  court  pafled 
other  dire^ons  for  the  drills,  &c. ;  and  provided,  that 
if  the  militia  fiiould  withdraw  their  cuftomary  guard, 
the  major  fhould  be  empowered "  to  order  a  guard  of 
the  members  for  the  protection  of  then:  ftores,  pro- 
perty, &c.  to  T)e  continued  as  the  court  of  afliftants 
fhould  dired ;  of  which  notice  was  fent  to  the  militia : 
and  it  was  aflierwards  found  expedient,  that,  during 
the  fitting  of  the  courts  or  committees  or  drills,  the 
keys  of  the  gates  in  Bunhill-row  fhould  be  delivered 
to  the  Company's  fentinels,  and  not  to  the  colonel  of 
the  militia. 

1793.  On  the  fecond  of  January,  Major  Dowfing 
fent  in  his  rclignation,  which  the  court  received, 
and  unanimoufly  refblved  to  tranfmit  their  thanks  to 
him  for  his  conftant  attendance  on  the  duties  of  his 
jGtuation,  and  for  his  very  zealous  attachment  to,  and 
warm  endeavours  for,  the  honour  and  interef):  of  the 
Company. 

The  court>  on  a  due  confideration  of  the  e(labliih« 
ment  for  the  drummers  and  fifcrs,  cxprcflcd  their 
grateful  thanks  to  the  lieutenancy  for  their  annual  al- 
lowance towards  providing  and  maintaining  twenty* 
£>ur  i  and  that  having  it  in  contemplation  to  form 
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fQixie  new  regulations  in  the  Company's  dtfciplin^^  tbejr 
rcfpcflfuHf  defircd  to  decline  receiving  the  fame  from 
the  enfuing  Lady-day  :  the  drummers  and  fifers  were 
all  fufpended  except  one,  who  had  behaved  well. 

At  the  enfuing  court,  on  the  1 6th  of  January,  Paul 
Lc  Mefurier,  cfq.  was  unanimoufly  eleftcd  major,  ta 
fuccecd  Mr.  Dowling.  He  returned  his  thanks  to  the 
court  in  very  appropriate  tdrms,  and  concluded  by  af- 
furing  them,  that  while  he  held  that  office  be  would 
not,  direftly  or  indircdtly,  accept  of  any  commii^div 
in  any  other  military  corps,  but  would  devote  himfelf 
to  the  fervice  of  the  Company i  and-  to  the  promotion 
of  its  honour,  its  intereft,  and  its  profpfcrity. 

The  revolutions  of  ftattes,  and"  the  imprifonment 
of  monarchs,  have  not  been  known  to  finifli  their 
coiirfe  without  flaining  their*  banners  with  the  blood 
of  their  royal  viflims.  The  king  of  France,  who  had 
acceded  to  the  firft  alterations  of  the  French  con- 
ftitution  in  1789,  had  yielded  to  that  of  1792,  and 
now,  on  the  2ifl:  of  January,  received  the  impend* 
ing  blow  upon  the  fcifFold!  On  the  a4th  Lord 
Grcnville  gave  Mr.  Ghauvclia,  the  French  ambaflfa* 
dor,  from  whom  he  had  fome  time  pad  hefitated  to 
receive  his  new  credentials,  pofitive  orders  for  his  de- 
parture. And  on  the  28th  the  king  fent  a  meflage  to 
the  parliament  of  the  fatal  caufe  of  this  difmiflTion,  and 
•*  that  he  had  dcfemed  it  ncceflary  to  increalc  his  forces, 
by  lea  and  land,  in  order  to  maintain  the  rights  of  his 
own  dominibns,  and  to  fupport  his  allies  in  oppofing 
the  views  of  aggrandizement  and  ambition  on  the  part 
of  France,  which  would  be  at  all  times  dangerous  to 
the  general  intcrcfts  of  Europe,  but  were  particularly 
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fo  when  connected  with  the  propagation  of  principles 
which  lead  to  the  violation  of  the  moft  facred  duties, 
and  utterly  fubverfivc  of  the  peace  and  order  of  all 
civilized  fociety.** 

This  meafure  laid  the  foundation  of  the  moft  adive 
ftcps  for  increafing  all  the  forces;  bounties  were 
given  for  feamen^  and  recruits  were  diligently  col- 
IcdVed  for  the  army.  The  Company  enforced  their 
regulations  for  difcipline,  and  prepared  for  applica- 
tions of  thofe  who  were  ready  to  ftand  forward  in  de- 
fence of  the  civil  authority. 

On  the  14th  of  February  died  Brals  Crofby,  cfq. 
the  prcfident,  in  the  68th  year  of  his  age.     He   was 
alderman  of  the  ward  of  Bread-ftreet,  and  prefidcnt 
of  Bridewell  and  Bethlem  hofpitals.     He   was  bora 
at  Stockton  upon  Tees  in   1725,  and  educated  to  the 
.  profcflion  of  the  law,  which  he  pradlifcd  in  London. 
His  fortune  was  derived  from  his  firft  wife,  the  widow 
.  of  an  opulent  falcfman,  and  alfo  from  his  fecond  wife, 
who  was  the  >^idow  of  a  collar- maker  to  the  office  of 
ordnance.  In  1 765  he  was  returned  to  parliament  for  the 
borough  of  Honiton.  His  condu6l*in  177 1>  during  his 
mayoralty,  has,  in  (bme  refpedtSj  been  already  noticed, 
for  which  he  was  rewarded  bv  his  fellow  citizens  by 
a  cup  of  100/.  in  value  \  but  he  was  further  rewarded 
foon  after  by  a  third  marriage  with  Mrs.  Tatterfal, 
widow  of  the  redlor  of  Gatton,  who  pofielTed  a  join- 
ture of  1000/.  a  year.     His  activity  as  a  niagiftrate, 
and  ftri6l  attendance  on  a  variety  of  public  iladons 
which  he  filled,  were  almoft  proverbial :  poflTefTed  of 
an  uncommon  degree  of  patience,  integfity,  and  faga- 
cious  penetration,  few  men  have  been  better  qualified 
2  for 
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for  prefiding  at  public  meetings.;  and  his  independent 
fpirit  will  ever  be  remembered  with  honour  and  ve- 
ncratibn.  Thofe  members  of  the.  Artillery  Company, 
who  fo  frequently  repeated  their  choice  of  him  as  pre - 
fident,  will  pardon  this  digreffion. 

On  the  25th  of  February  the  key  of  the  gate  waS 
not  granted  to  the  quarter-mafter  of  the  militia,  but 
the  fecretary  was  ordered  to  admit  their  officers  into 
the  ground  whenever  they  fhould  apply. 

A  further  fum  of  1200/.  was  raifcd  by  fimilar  bonds 
as  thofe  on  the  former  occafion,  to  difcharge  the  build- 
ing debt  of  the  Company. 

Mr.  Le  Mefurier  being  now  invefted  with  two  of- 
fices in  the  Company,  viz.  thofe  of vicc-prefident  and 
major,  fignified  to  the  court,  that  "  if  they  were 
plcaled  to  accept  his  fervices  as  major,  he  would  de- 
cline that  of  vice-prefident,  being  fully  convinced  of 
the  wifdom  and  propriety  of  the  rule  which  had  been, 
till  then,  adhered  to,  that  no  member  fhoiild  hold 
two  offices  at  the  fame  time." 

Whereupon  it  was  unanimoufly  refolved  ahd  or- 
dered. 

That  the  clerk  do  exprcfs  by  letter,  to  the  right 
hon.  the  lord  mayor  eleft,  the  high  fenfc  this  court 
entertains  of  the  diftinguiflied  proofs  of  attachment 
which  his  lordfhip  has  repeatedly  evinced  for  the 
Company,  particularly  in  declining,  on  the  prefent 
occafion,  one  of  the  higheft  civil  offices,  in  order  to 
give  his  fupport  to  the  battalion  in  the  important 
fituation  of  major  \  and  alfo  to  prevent  any  precedent 
fro qj  obtaining  in  the  Company  which  might,  in  fu-. 

2  E  ture^ 


418  H.J.C. 

turc,  be    prejudial   to    its  intcreft,  by   two  Offices 
being  held  by  one  pcrfon. 

The  lieutenancy  rcqueftcd  the  favour  of  the  houfc 
for  fix  days,  which  was  granted  them  on  the  fame 
terms  as  in  the  year  1 792  ;  and  as  the  lord  mayor  in- 
tended to  review  the  London  militia  on  the  5th  of 
November,  the  houfe  was  opened  for  his  reception^ 
and  the  ufe  of  the  court  room  was  granted  to  the  of- 
ficers  on  the  7th  and  9th  inftant*. 

The  Company  having,  from  repeated  experience, 
found  great  inconvenience  from  the  gentlemen  who 
were  officers  of  divifions  in  the  Company  holding 
commiflions  in  other  corps  particularly  when  both 
corps  were  upon  duty  at  the  fame  time,  a  new  regula- 
tion was  adopted  at  the  general  court  in  December, 
whereby  it  was  diredlcd,  that  no  member  holding  any 
commiffion  in  any  other  corps  fhould  be  eligible  to 
any  office  in  >  this  Company ;  with  an  exception  to 
Colonel  Lewes,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Newnham,  and 
Adjutant  Clark,  from  the  perfonal  regard  which  the 
Company  entertained  for  them  j  thefe  gentlemen  were 
therefore  reeledled  :  Sir  William  Plomer  was  choica 
prefidcnt,  vice  Brafs  Crofby,  cfq.  deceafedi  William 
Curtis,  cfq.  alderman,  vice-prcfidentj  and  John  Wil- 
liam Andeifon,  efq.  alderman,  trcafurerj  and  Paul  Lc 
Mefurier,  efq.  major. 

1794.  While  the  revolutionary  efFcrvefccncc  in 
France  had  fubfided  into  a  difgraccful  fupinencfs, 
which  fubjugatcd  that  nation  to  the  tyranny  of  an  in* 

.     •  Ena  cf  Court  Book,  K. 

dividual. 


•fjH.  xii.  Geo.  Ill.-^Jn.  1794.  419 

dividual,  who  opprcfled  rather  than  gpvemcd,  by  the 
fjrftem  of  terror,  the  military  operations  of  her  armies, 
fubmitted  and  rallied  alternately,  and  at  the  clofe  of 
the  paft  year  had  renflered  her  complete  miftrefs  of 
all  the  frontiers  i  the  Auflrians  and  PruITians  had  been 
expelled,  the  x Netherlands  had  been  invcfted,  and  Hoi- 
land  was  menaced  with  an  invafion,  which  was  after- 
wards eflfedled ;  Great  Britain,  the  guardian  of  the  ba- 
lance of  Eumpe,  faw  itfelf  involved,  by  the  critical 
circumflances  of  that  period,  in  the  difgraccful  necef- 
(ity  of  interpofing  between  die  contending  powers,  in 
order  to  prefcrvc  that  equipoife  between  them,  on 
which  its  polidcal  importance  and  commercial  prof- 
perity  cflentially  depended.     The  republican  adminif- 
tration  cftablilhed  in  France  were  fully  confcious  df 
tlic  critical  ftate  in  which  they  ftood,  and  that  if  they 
failed  in  the  Hruggle,  France  mud  fiibmit  to  her  nu- 
inerous  adveifaries :  the  utmoft  exertions  were  there-  • 
fore  neceflary,  and  every  effort  excited  the  energy  and 
refources,  as  well  perfonal  a$  pecuniary,  of  Great  Bri- 
tain. The  general  anxiety  for  the  iffue  of  the  increaf- 
ing  contefl  was  never  ft  retched  to  fuch  an  extents 
the  augmentation  of  the  navy  was  equalized  with  the 
increafe  of  the  mililia  i  encouragement  to  volunteer  ' 
aflbciations  was  held  out,  and  every  meafure  was  re-   . 
forted  to,  for  the  promotion  of  all  the  general  powers 
of  offenfive  and  defenfivc  war.     But  the  difFufion 
'  of  revolutionary  fcntimenis  was  one  of  the  weapons 
of  attack  which  the  enemy  now  began  to  adopt  j  the 
popular  delufions  of  public  ameliora  ions,  the  difper- 
fion  of  the  Rights  of  Man, and  ihe  doubts  which  ap» 
parent!)'  adluatcd  many  who  were  never  charged  with 
2  E  2  difafFedion 
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difafTeflion  to  their  country,  all  contribu'cd  lo  awaken 
the  Itrong  energies  of  power,  to  fufpend  the  Habeas 
Corpus  a:>,  to  circulate  Mr.  Burke's  antidote  to  all 
revolution,  and  to  vigoroufly  p:  ofecure  the  aflive  mem- 
bers of  a  fociety  whofc  political  principles  were  well 
calculated  to  alarm  thofe  who  had  in  the  preceding 
years  fuccecded  in  filencing  'he  claims  of  the  friends  of 
the  people,  and  who  dreaded  alterations  in  the  fyftcm, 
lell  ihey  fhould  open  the  barriers  of  regular  govcrn- 
menr,  and  introduce  into  England  ihc  horrors  of 
France. 

Such  was  the  ftate  of  the  public  opinions  at  the 
opening  of  ihe  prefent  year,  when  the  court  of  aflift- 
anrs  dircfted  their  attention  to  the  regulations  neccf- 
fary  for  putting  the  Company's  affairs,  and  the  inftruc- 
tion  of  Its  members,  upon  the  mbft  refpeftablc  foot- 
ing. In  the  enfuing  March,- the  fame  court,  confider- 
ing  the  fituation  of  public  afFairs,  and  the  abfolute  nc- 
ceffiiy  that  government  ihoul4  increafe  the  internal 
ftrength  of  the  nation,  in  order  to  repel  any  attempts 
which  France  might  make  to  invade  this  country,  or  to 
ci:e  infurreftion,  formed  an  abftraft  account  of  the  fo- 
ciety fimilar  to  that  of  1792,  which  they  circulated  in 
the  fame  manner,  and  the  members  were  ordered  to 
hold  tl^emfclvcs  in  readinefs  to  aflemble,  on  any  emer- 
gency, to  affill  the  civil  power. 

1  he  trials  of  Muir  and  Palmer,  William  Skirving, 
and  Maurice  Margarot,  at  Edinburgh,  for  fedition, 
and  their  confequenc  convidion  and  tranfportation, 
and  the  fubfequent  arrefiation  of  Mr.  Stone,  Mr. 
1  hclwall,  Mr.  Tooke,  Mr.  Hardy,  and  jothers,  for 
bi^h  trealbn,  tended  to  ftrcngthcn  thcfe  precautions, 
a  and 
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and  to  keep  alive  that  vigilance  which  had  ever  dif- 
tinguifhed  their  affiftance  to  civil  government.  In  or- 
der to  teftify  this  principle,  and  publicly  to  exprefe 
their  promptitude  to  aid  the  mi  gift  rates  of  the  me- 
tropolis, in  maintaining  its  tranquillity,  and  to  excite 
their  fellow  cidz^ns  to  unite  with  them  in  their  dc- 
figns,  for  the  more  cfFe(5inal  fervice  of  the  public, 
the  Company  marched  through  the  city  on  the  king's . 
birth-day,  and  fired  a  royal  falute  oppofite  the  Man- 
lion-houfe. 

Permillion  was  granted  to  the  light  horfe  vo-  ' 
lunteers  to  meafure  their  horfcs  in  the  Ground, 
and  afterwards  to  mufter  there  on  the  r4cb  of  July; 
from  whence  they  m  rched  to  the  Tower,  to  refume 
their  flandaids,  which  they  had  depoHted  there  at  the 
clofe  of  the  preceding  war. 

Lord  Howe's  naval  vidtory  over  the  enemy's  fleet, ' 
on  the  I  ft  of  June,  gave  encouragement  to  the  ex- 
ertions, and  tended  to  unite  the  fenriments  of  the  peo- 
ple in  favour  of  their  own  country.  The  news  waS 
announced  on  the  evening  of  the  icth  at  the  opera 
by  Lord  Chatham,  and  at  the  theatre  in  Covent- 
garden  by  the  Duke  of  Clarence.  The  enthufiafm  of 
applaufe  was  exprcffcd  in  a  burft  of  loyalty  and.  exul- 
tation, which  no  language  qan  defcribe.  The  metro- 
polis was  illuminated  ;  and  in  this  exuberance  of  joy, 
which  fprcad  through  the  nation,  the  king  made  a 
judicious  vifit  to'  his  fleet  at  Portfmouth,  where  he 
was  received  with  every  affurance  of  fealty  and  affec- 
tion. 

The  Company's  attention  was  called  to  an  a6l  of 
difcipHne,wJiich,  at  a  period  fo  material  to  enforce  or- 
der as  the  prefcnt,  they  could  not  fufler  to  be  relaxed. 

2  E  3  On 
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On  the  4th  of  July  a  charge  was  exhibited  againft  five 
members,  for  promoting  diffcnfion,  by  not  appearing 
in  the  line  under  arms,  and  to  the  utmoft  of  their 
power  preventing  other  members  from  joining  it,  by 
which  they  endeavoured  to  render  the  order  of  court 
for  their  march  nugatory ;  for  difobcying  the 
order  relative  to  the  exercife,  and  mutinoufly  refufing 
to  take  part  therein.  They  pleaded  not  guilty  ;  and 
the  court  pronounced  the  following  admonition : 

That  as  it  is  the  duty  of  every  member  of  the  Honourable  Artil- 
lery Company^  conformably  to  hw  orginal  engagement,  to  execute 
the  orders  of  the  court,  and  the  officers  of  the  Company,  accord- 
ing to  the  laws,  regulations^  and  conftitutiou  of  the  Company,  as 
a  volunteer  corps,  to  the  utmoft  of  his  power,  every  public  mani- 
feftation  of  the  power  of  complying  with  fuch  orders,  attended 
with  a  neglcft  of  the  performance  thereof,  is  a  mark  of  difrcpcd 
to  the  Company,  and  tends,  by  the  example,  materially  to  affeft 
its  utility^  honour,  and  intereft. 
«  And  the  court  having  maturely  confidered  the  evidence  adduced 
in  fupport  of  the  charges  made  by  Captain  Thomas  MawdHey 
againd  the  accufed  members,  as  well  as  what  hath  been  alleged 
and  proved  by  the  faid  gentlemen  in  their  defence,  are  of  opinion, 
nemine  contradicentd^  that  all  the  gentlemen  charged  have  been 
proved  to  have  negle^ed  their  duty,  in  declining  to  join  the  corps, 
ai)d  a6l  on  the  fdurth  of  June  lad,  agreeably  to  the  order  of  the 
court  of  ailiftants,  made  with  refpc^l  to  the  duty  of  that  day,  hav- 
ing fliewn  themfelvca  capable  of  performing  fuch  duty. 

They  were  admonifhed  by  the  court  as  to  their 
future  condudt,  and  condemned  in  afirie;  and  thanks 
.  were  exprcflcd  to  the  captain  for  his  zeal  in  profe- 
cuting  this  charge. 

On  the  1 8th  of  Anguft,  the  court  of  affiftants 
chofe,  by  ballpt,  Meflrs.  William  Blizard,  Edward 
J>ow]ing,  and  John  Shephard^  to  be  a  committee 

to 
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to  prepare  and  prclcnt  a  memorial  to  the  court 
of  lieutenancy,  to  obtain  an  exemption  from  the 
fcrvice  of  ihe  militia  of  the  city  of  London,  which 
they  prefented  as  follows  : 

TO  fHE  HON.  HIS  MAJESTY^g   COMMISSIONERS  OF 
LIKUTENANCY  FOR  THE  CirY  OF  LONDON. 

The  court  of  ailiftants  of  the  Honourable  Artillery  Com- 
'  pany,  for  and  on   behalf  of  all  and  every  the  members  of  the  faid 
Company,  defire  the  attention  of  the  honourable  court  6f  lieutenancy 
to  this  their  memorial  and  appeal. 

Your  memorial i (Is  Jbeg  leave  toobferve  to  your  honourable  court, 
that  the  Artillery  Company  is  a  legal  military  corps,  not  only  as 
immemorially  eflabli(hed,  but  alfo  as  authorized  by  various  royal 
warrants,  and  particularly  by  a  warrant  under  the  fign  manual  of 
his  prefent  xnajefty,  wherein  his  Royal  Highncfs  the  Prince  of 
Wales  is  appointed  captain-general  of  the  faid  Company ;  your 
mciBorialiftsy  therefore,  have  to  claim  of  your  honourable  court  the 
fame  privileges  and  exemptions  from  any  call  or  duty,  on  account 
of  the  militia  of  the  city  of  Lpndon,  that  the  members^  whe- 
ther officers  or  privatesy  of  any  other  legally  conftituted  miUtary 
body  are  entitled  unto. 

Your  memorialiils  fiibmit,  that,  in  (lri6l  judice  and  reafoOj  they 
ought  to  be  allowed  the  privileges  and  exemptions  claimed  as  their 
legal  right,  in  as  much  as  the  Company  have  flood  forward  in 
the  guard  and  defence  of  the  city,  upon  every  occafion  of  danger^ 
or  apprehcnfion  of  riot  or  commotion,  as  the  dire£^ors  of  the  Bank, 
and  their  fellow  citizens  at  large,  can  tellify;  and  the  fafety  of^ 
the  city,  during  and  (ince  the  memorable  year  1780,  they  are 
bound,  upon  this  occaiion,  to  reprefent  they  firmly  believe  has 
been  owing  in  a  confiderable  degree  to  the  frequent  exertions  of 
the  Artillery  Company. 

Admitting  a  difcretionary  power  in  your  honourable  court,  and 
it  be  urged,  that  the  privileges  and  exemptions  claimed  would 
tend  to  augment  the  Artillery  Company,  and  fo  far  diminifli  the 
number  of  perfons  upon  whom  your  honourable  court  might  other- 
wife  have  called  in  fupport  of  the  militia^  permit  your  memoriallRs 

2  E  4  to 
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to  obfcrvc,  that  the  fecurity  of  the  mctropoh's,  and  the  iDtcn- 
tions  of  government,  would  increase  and  be  anfwered  in  the  fame 
proportion,  as  a  ftrong  body  of  men  of  charader  and  pro- 
perty, without  pay  or  advantage,  would  then  be  ready  to  ad 
in  the  immediate  defence  of  the  city,  while  its  militia  might 
be  employed  in  preventing  the  approach  of  an  enemy;  and  as 
to  any  frnall  or  uncertain  difference  in  refpefl  to  the  militia,  it 
can  hardly  be  ^  confidcration  againft  allowing  the  privileges  and 
exemptions  which  your  memorialifts  for  and  in  behalf  of  all  and 
every  the  members  of  the  Artillery  Company,  upon  the  grounds 
herein  ftated,  now*  plead  and  claim  of  your  honourable  court. 

But  the  attention  of  the  Company  was  taken  off 
from  its  private  concerns  by  the  aflfembly  of  feveral 
riotous  perfons,  with  the  avowed  intention  of  dc- 
ftroyi'^g  the  public  houfes  where  recruits  were  enlifted 
for  the  arn.y  \  and  though  perhaps  the  manner  in 
which  fomc  of  the  pc Tons  often  employed  in  that  Icr- 
vice  may  not  alv.ays  bear  the  ftri6teft  fcrutiny  of  rec- 
titude, yet  the  danger  of  fuffering  the  populace  to 
, avenge  the  law.  even  in  the  worft  cafes,  is  too  appa- 
rent to  admit  of  the  i nativity  of  the  magiftratc,  or 
the  connivance  of  the  pcOj^le. 

.  Notwithftanding  every  precaution  which  Paul  Le 
JMbfurier,  efq.  the  lord  mayor,  had  taken  for  the 
prefervation  of  the  peace  of  the  city,  thefe  tumultuous 
affemblies  became  loo  alarming  for  the  civil  arm  to 
quell.  His  lordfliip,  therefore,  with  the  afliflance  of 
the  adjutant,  fent  to  the  fecretary  of  the  Artillery  Com- 
pany, on  the  20th  of  Auguft,  requefting  him  to  ap- 
f  rife  the  members  of  his  irit  jhtion  of  calling  for  their 
aid  in  cafe  of  neceffity,  and  that  they  (hould  be  pre- 
pared with  fufficicnt  ammunition,  to  renda*  them  for- 
midable 
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midable  in  the  laft  extreinity.  A  fpecial  court  was 
therefore  held  (purfuant  to  ihe  24th  article  of  the 
rules),  at  the  Manfion-houfe,  at  three  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  .on  Thurfday  the  21ft  of  Auguft  1794t 
when  Colonel  Lewes  took  the  chair ;  and,  m  the  courle 
of  the  night's  duty,  the  lord  mayor  acquainted  the 
Company  that  the  gentlemen  of  the  light  horfe  volun- 
teers, under  the  command  of  Captain  Henries,  were 
ready  to  ad  with  the  Company  in  fupport  of  the  civil 
power ;  and  alfo  that  many  gentlemen  belonging  to 
the  military  aflbciation,  lately  held  at  Grocers'  Hall, 
were  defirons  of  joining  the  Company  on  the  prefent 
occafion.  The  members  under  arms  having  teftified 
their  acceptance  of  thefe  offers,  the  command  of  the 
gentlemen  of  the  late  aflbciation  was  vefted  in  Captaia 
Stokes,  a  member  of  their  body  as  well  as  of  the  Com- 
pany. 

The  battalion  having  been  under  arms  all  night,  at 
Whitecrofs-ftrect,  and  other  parts  of  the  city,  were 
difmifled  by  the  lord  mayor,  at  the  Manfion-houfc,  at 
three  o'clock  in  the  morning  ;  but  his  lordfliip  appre- 
hending that  attempts  might  be  Renewed  to  difturb 
the  public  tranquillity,  requefted  a  continuance  of 
the  fervices  of  the  members ;  and  that  they,  with  the 
light  horfe  volunteers,  would  parade  again  this  even- 
ing in  the  Artillery  Ground :  they  performed  this 
duty  for  three  days ;  when,  upon  the  return  of  tran- 
quillity, his  lordfliip  wrote  to  exprefs  his  acknowledg- 
mcns  for  their  important  fervices,  in  a  language  which 
it  would  be  injurious  to  himfelf  and  the  Company  to 
abridge. 


TO 


426  H.  A.  a 

TO  THE  COURT  OF  ASSISTANTS  OF  THE 
HON,  ARTILLERY  COMPANY. 

G<NTLEMEN»  Manfion-houfc,  Auguft  25,  1794. 

It  18  with  plcafure  that  I  can  aflure  you,  from  the  jxr- 
feft  tranquilHty  which  has  prevailed  for  the  three  lalt  days,  of  the 
perfe^  reftoration  of  the  peace  and  good  order  of  this  city,  and 
that  I  find  it  unneceflary  to  call  for  the  further  aid  of  your  honour- 
able corps  in  fupport  of  the  civil  power. 

The  fcrvices  which  the  Artillery  Company  have  rendered  during 
the  late  riots,  and  the  great  (hare  the  exercifing  members  have  had  in 
quelling  thofe  dangerous  tumults,  are  fuch  as  to  command  my 
warmed  thanks,  and  to  call  for  the  grateful  acknowledgment  of 
their  fellow  citizens  and  of  the  public. 

I  therefore  beg  that  you  will  be  pleafed  to  make  known  to  the 
corps  at  large,  the  high  fenfe  I  entertain  of  their  meritorious  fer* 
vices,  particularly  for  that,  by  their  ready  appearance  in  White* 
crofs-ftreet  on  Wednefday  night,  they  prevented  a  lawlefs  mob 
from  deftroying  the  houfes  and  properties  of  peaceful  citizens,  aod 
effeftually  prote6led  that  part  of  the  city  from  riot  and  dellru6iion. 
My  thanks  are  equally  due  for  their  fervice  in  repelling  the  mob 
in  Shoe-lane,  on  Thurfday  night,  which  was  the  laft  effort  made 
within  the  city  by  thofe  abandoned  mifcreants,  who  fought  to  re- 
new thp  terrible  riot  of  1 780,  in  order  to  effe^  that  ovenhrow  of 
our  mod  excellent  confticution,  which  we  have  been  threatened  with 
by  the  bloody  ferocious  monftcrs  who  govern  unhappy  France. 

I  teg  you  will  prcfent  my  beft  thanks  to  Colonel  Sir  Watkin 
Lewes,  for  his  zeal  and  good  condud  at  the  head  of  your  corps,  and 
to  affure  him  that  I  feel  myfelf  much  indebted  for  his  advice  and  af* 
iiftance  during  tlie  whole  of  the  late  troubles. 

I  equally  beg  to  exprefs  my  warmed  acknowledmenttf  to  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Mr.  Alderman  Newnham,  for  the  alacrity  with 
which  he  came  to  town,  on  the  fird  intimation  of  danger,  and  for 
his  able  and  valuable  aflidance. 

The  court  will  further  permit  me  to  fignify  to  Adjutant  Stephen 
Clark,  to  the  captains  and  ofRcers,  and  the  gentlemen  who  ferved  un- 
der them,  as  well  as  to  Captain  dtukes,  and  (lie  gentlemen  volunteers 
under  his  command,  my  obligations  to  them  for  their  gallant  and 

orderly  conduft  in  this  late  unpleafant  fervice. 

I  trod 
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I  truft  that  the  fpirit  and  alacrity  difplayed  by  all  the  mcmben^ 
wilt  imprrGi  their  fellow  citizens  with  a  due  fcnfe  6f  the  valac  of 
the  Artillcrry  Company,  and  be  the  meitns  of  adding  an  iocreafe  of 
valuable  members,  to  the  honour  and  dignity  of  the  corps. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be^  with  great  truth  and  refped^ 
Ocntlemen,    . 
^  Yout  moft  faithful  and  mod  obedient  fcrvant, 

PAUL  LE  MESXJRIER,  Mayor. 

This  letter  was  accompanied  by  another,  enclofing 
an  extraft  of  a  letter  from  his  Grace  the  Duke  of 
Portland,  dated*  the  23d  of  Augufr  1 794 : 

'^  It  affords  great  fatisfadlion  to  government,  to  learn  the  teoH 
perate  and  a6live  condu£k  of  his  majedy's  guards,  and  the  rea« 
dinefs  and  fpirit  difplayed  by  the  Artillery  Company^  and  the 
light  horfe  volunteers^  in  fupport  of  your  lordfhip'a  authority/' 

The  court  of  afllftants  immediately  voted  thdr 
thanks  to  his  lordftiip,  for  the  confidence  repofed  in 
the  Company  on  the  late  emergency,  and  for  his 
handfome  expreffions  of  approbation,  and  his  com- 
munication*  of  the  fatisfadion  of  government  for  their 
conduft ;  that  his  lordfliip  might  be  aflured  that  the 
Company  would  be  ready  at  all  times,  on  application 
of  the  chief  magiftrate,  immediately  to  affemble^in 
fupport  of  the  civil  pov/er,  in  preferving  order  and 
tranquillity,  in  enforcing  obedience  to  the  laws,  and  in 
cooperating  with  the  light  horfe  volunteers,  or  any- 
other  of  his  majefty's  well-affcfted '  fubjedts,  for  that 
purpofe,  whereby  they  rely  on  maintaining  the  good 
opinion  of  his  lordfhip  and  the  other  magiflrates  of 
London,  and  of  their  fellow  citizens  in  general ;  and 
alfo  that  the  court  was  deeply  impreffed  with  the 
ipirit  and  attention  of  his  lordfliip  during  the  duty  of 

the 
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the  Company.  Thanks  were  alfo  given  to  Captain 
Hemes,  and  the  other  officers  and  gentlemen  of  the 
light  horfe  volunteers,  and  alfo  to  the  gentlemen  of  the 
military  aflbciation,  and  the  battalion  of  this  Company. 

Many  new  members  were  acquired  to  the  Company; 
and  the  light  horfe  volunteers  returned  their  refolution 
of  being  al^vays  ready  to  cooperate  with  them  in  the 
defence  of  the  city  and  its  environs. 

-On  the  firft  of  September  Mr.  Samuel  Jackfon,  who 
had  fucceeded  Mr.  Blizard  in  the  office  of  furgeon, 
now  refigned,  and  received  the  thanks  of  the  Com- 
pany, for  his  attention  and  readinefs  at  all  times  to 
come  forward  in  his  profelEonal  capacity ;  and  Mr. 
Blizard's  regard  to  the  fociety  having  induced  him  to 
offer  a  continuation  of  his  fervices,  he  was  imme- 
diately reinftated. 

The  court  of  common  council,  not  unmindful  of 
the  recent  fervices  of  the  Company,  pafled  an  una- 
nimous refolution  of  thanks,  affuring  them  that  the 
corporation  would  ever  retain  a  due  and  grateful  fenfe 
of  their  truly  patriotic  and  meritorious  fervices.'  This 
refolution  was  read  at  the  front  of  the  battalion. 

The  light-horfe  volunteers  requelled  permiffion  to 
affemble  in.the  ground  on  any  public  occafion ;  but 
the  court  of  affiftants,  on  26th  of  September,  judged 
that  they  fhould,  in  all  cafes  of  public  emergency, 
cheerfully  afford  them  every  degree  of  accommoda- 
tion in  their  power,  but  could  not  give  a  general 
liberty  of  ufing  the  ground  at  difcretion. 

Mr.  Blizard,  whofe  zeal  for  the  advancement  of 

.  the  fociety  was  at  all  times  very  confpicuous,  drew 

the  attention  bf  the 'court  to  a  report  from  a  fpecial 

committecj 
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committee,  appointed  feme  time  before  to  confider  of 
the  beft  means  of  augmenting  the  Company,  &c.  as 
follows : 

TO  THE   COURT   OF  ASSISTANTS    OF   THE   HON. 
ARTILLERY  COMPANY. 

We  your  committee,  appointed  to  confider  of  the  beft  means  of 
augmenting  this  Company,  and  otherwife  promoting  its  honour 
and  interefl,  fo  as  to  render  it  as  effedlual  as  poflible  in  cafe  of 
invaHon  or  civil  commotion,  beg  leave  to  report,  that  having  duly 
confidcred  the  importance  of  the  objeAs  referred  to  our  confide- 
ration,  we  judged  it  expedient  to  make  known  our  appointment 
by  a /Circular  letter,  requeding  the  fentinyents  of  each  individual 
of  the  Company,  in  confequence  of  which  we  were  favoured  with 
anfwers  from  our  worthy  major  the  right  hon.  the  lord  mayor,  and 
ieveral  other  members,  to  all  which  we  have  paid  the  utmofl  ' 
attention. 

I  ft,  Conne6iing  with  the  view  of  our  appointment  the  momen- 
tous ftate  of  the  nation,  which  fo  forcibly  calls  for  the  adlive' exer- 
tions of  every  true  friend  of  his  country ;  and  that  as  no  time 
oughc  to  be  loft  therein,  it  would  be  expedient  for  the  Company 
to  give  every  encouragement  to  gentlemen  to  enter,  by  admitting 
them  to  an  immediate  (hare  of  the  privileges  and  honoura  of  the 
Company,  except  the  limitation  of  voting,  agreeably  to  the  4th 
article,  through  which  participation,  feeling  themfelves  equally 
interefted,  they  might  be  flimulated  to  exert  themfelves  for  its 
'increafe  of  profperity ;  We  your  Committee,  with  this  view,  do 
recommend  that  the  Words  '*  or  be  chofen  into  any  office^"  in  the 
latter  part  of  the  4th  article  of  the  general  rules  and  orders,  be 
expunged;  and  that  the  izd  article,  refpeding  the  ele^ion  of 
officers,  be  refcinded. 

2d,  Scnfible  how  effcntial  it  is  to  the  invigorating  of  the  military 
department  of  the  Company  to  have  a6^ive  and  able  officers,  and 
that  it  is  abfolutely  neccffary,  for  effeding  energy  to  a  volunteer 
corps,  to  have  the  gentlemen  who  a6t  as  privates  commanded  by 
thofe  who  have  been  raifed  by  their  own  fuffrages,  we  arc  of 
opiaioD,  that  a  fpeedy  eIc6tion  of  diviilon  officers  would  be  proper, 

that 
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that  the  many  gentlemen  who  have  lately  joined  the  Company 
may  have  an  opportunity  of  giving  their  votes, for  thofe  by  whom 
they  wifh  to  be  commanded.  Another  advantage^  which  we  con> 
ceive  would  arife  from  an  early  eledion  of  di/ifion  office  ra  would 
be  J  that  the  officers  would  have  an  opportunity,  in  the  courfc  of 
the  winter,  to  qualify  themfelves  for  the  duties  of  their  rcfpcffive 
ftations^  and  alfo  that  the  annual  W^  of  the  Company  would  be 
rendered  more  complete.  For  thefe  reafons  we  your  committee 
recommcod,  that  the  e]e6iion  of  divifion  officers  take  place  at  the 
annual  general  court,  immediately  after  the  ballot  for  the  chiefs, 
field  officers,  court  of  affidants,  and  fervants  of  the  Company, 
fduring  the  fcrutiny,  and  that  thofe  engaged  upon  the  fcrutiny  be 
allowed  to  ballot  in  their  refpeftive  divifions  by  proxy ;  and  that 
the  7th  and  21ft  articled  of  the  rules  and  orders  be  altered  accord* 
ingly. 

3d,  In  confideration  of  the  qualifications  through  which  mem- 
bers are  elevated  to  the  rank  of  field  officers,  of  the  frequent  ne- 
ccffity  of  their  prefence  and  advice,  and  of  the  indelicacy  of  fub- 
je£iing  them  to  a  ballot  for  a  fituation  in  the  councils  of  the  Com- 
pany, while  they  are  thought  worthy  of  the  higheft  and  moftar* 
diious  (lations,  we  recommend  that  they  be  members  of  the  court 
of  alfidants  ea  officio,  and  that  the  ift  article  be  altered  accord- 
ingly. 

4th,  We  are  of  opinion  that  goodnefs  and  uniformity  of  arms 
and  a  fpcedy  equipment  of  the  members,  would  be  fecured,  if  the 
Company  were  to  prov^'de  arms  and  accoutrements  for  the  new 
members,  and  therefore  recommend  that  they  be  provided  accord- 
ingly for  every  new  member,  unlefs  furnifhed  with  fuch  as  (hall 
be  approved  by  the  proper  officers,  and  that  the  value  of  the  fame 
be  added  to  the  fee  of  admiffion. 

5th,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  archers*  diviiion  to  adopt 
fome  better  mode  of  arming  themfelves,  fo  as  to  become  more 
efficient  on  their  joining  the  battalion  on  public  emergencies.    * 

6th,  Conceiving  that  the  adoption  of  an  uodrefs  uniform  would 
be  found  ufeful,  as  likely  to  make  the  corps  more  generally  known, 
to  maintain  a  proper  confidence  and  zeal  in  the  members,  to  in- 
fpiie  fpirit  in  young  dtizens,  induce  many  to  join  the  corps,  aid 
to  imprefs  an  awe  upon  the  ininds  of  pcrfons  diljpofed  to  difturb 

the 
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the  public  peace,  wc  do  propofe  that  the  following  undrefs  be 
recommended  to  the  feveral  members 5  viz.  a  joyal  blue  frock  coat> 
with  black  velvet  collar  and  yellow  uniforni  buttons  of  the  Com- 
pany. 

7th,  Judging  that  the  title  of  fecretary  would  be  more  foltable 
to  the  military  character  and  dignity  of  the  Company  than  that  of 
clerk,  we  do  r^ommend  an  alteration  accordingly. 

8th,  In  the  great  view  of  augmenting  the  corps,  and  otherwife 
promoting  its  honour  and  intercft,  fo  as  to  render  it  as  ufeful  as 
poflible  in  cafe  of  invafion  or  civil  commotion,  we  do  recommend 
that  an  addrefs  to  the  principal  inhabitants  of  London,  explana- 
tory of  the  conftitution  of  the  corps,  and  the  public  benefits  that 
may  be  derived  from  it,  and  exhortive  to  citizens  to  join  the  mem- 
bers in  their  patriotic  intentions,  be  printed,  and  circulated  at 
generally  as  poffiblc. 

Other  matters  have  been  fuggefted  to  us  by  feveral  members,  in 
anfwer  to  our  circular  letter ;  biit  the  advantages  propofed,  we  be- 
lieve, will  naturally  follow  the  adoption  of  the  general  alterations, 
V9\Mi  we  now  refpedtfully  fubmit  to  the  confideration  df  your 
honourable  court*  ' 

A  fpecial  general  court  was  called  for  the  confide- 
ration of  thefe  regulations,  when  the  ift,  2d,  Sd, 
4th,  and  7th,  were  adopted. 

As  the  time  fixed  for  the  commencement  of  the 
ftate  trials  of  the  prifoners  above  mentioned,  for  high 
treafon,  was  near  at  hand,  and  as  there  were  evident 
fymptoms  of  a  prevailing  diflatisfa£iion  among  many 
perfons  on  the  fubjed,  Thomas  Skinner,  efq.  the 
lord  mayor  eleQ:,  after  Hating  to  the  court  of  affift- 
ants,  on  the  23d  of  Oftober,  his  knowledge  of  the 
effential  fervice  which  the  Company  had  rendered  to 
Paul  Le  Mefurier,  efq.  the  then  lord  mayor,  by  their 
affiilance  in  quelling  the  late  tumults,  exprefied  his 
bope  that,  ihould  any  attempts  be  made,  during  his 
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The  court  of  fpecial  commiffion  had  adjourned  to 
the  1(1  of  December,  when  four  of  the  ftate  prifon- 
ers  were  put  upon  their  trial ;  but  the  ^attorney- 
general  declared^  that  the  evidence  againfl:  them 
all  would  be  the  fame  as  that  upon  which  the  two 
former  prifoners  had  been  acquitted,  and  he  fhould 
therefore  decline  going  into  it ;  upon  which  they  were 
alfo  acquitted  and  difcharged.  And  the  court  was 
adjourned  to  the  5th,  for  the  trial  of  Mr.  John  TbeU 
wall  J  who  was  alfo  acquitted  and  difcharged. 

The  Duke  of  Portland  was  pleafed  to  fignify  to 
the  lord  mayor  his  defire  to  **  exprefs  to  thofe  two 
very  refpeftable  corps,  the  Artillery  Company  and 
the  light  horfe  volunteers,  his  grateful  fenfe  of  the 
countenance  and  fupport  they  had  again  aflforded  to 
the  civil  magiftrate,  and  the  protection  they  had  g;iven 
to  the  due  adminiftration  of  juflice." 

The  happy  reftoration  of  public  quiet  enabled  the 
Company  to  turn  their  attention  to  the  affairs  of  their 
fociety.  They  held  a  general  meeting  on  the  3d  of 
December,  when  the  eledions  of  the  three  chiefs 
continued  thofe  offices  in  the  fame  men,  and  that  of 
colonel  was  in  favour  of  P.  Le  Mefurier,  efq.  by  64 
againft  15  for  Sir  W.  Lewes.  William  Dawfon,  efq. 
was  ciiofen  lieutenant-colonel,  vice  N.  Newnham, 
efq. ;  and  Robert  Ritherdon,  efq.  major,  vice  Paul 
Le  Mefurier,  efq. 

A  marriage  having  been  contrafted  between  the 
captain-general  and  the  Princefs  Caroline-Amelia- 
Elizabeth,  daughter  of  the  Duke  of  Brunfwick,  a 
deputation  from  the  Company,  confifting  of  the  chiefs 
and  field  officers,  tender^  their  fervices  to  his  high- 

nefsy 


CM.  XII.  Geo.  IIL-^An.  1795.  435 

nefs,  if  it  were  acceptable  to  him,  that  the  whole 
battalion  fliould  efcort  the  princefs  through  the  city, 
or  in  any  other  way,  and  they  conferred  with  the 
colonel  of  the  light  horfe  volunteers  thereon ;  but 
Ihe  did  not  arrive  in  England  until  the  5th  of  the 
enfuing  April. 

1795,  The  court  then  made  an  alteration  in  the 
uniform  of  the  officers  and  battalion^  and  circulated 
copies  of  their  laft  public  addrels;  and  on  the  27th 
of  March,  being  the  day  obferved  as  a  folenin  foft, 
the  Company  attended  at  St.  Paul's  cathedral  in  full 
uniform. 

The  princefs  landed  at  Greenwich  on  Sunday 
morning  the  5th  of  April,  during  the  time  of  divine 
fervice.  She  was  received  with  every  demonflration 
of  refpeft,  and  the  warmefl  acclamations  of  welcome, 
which  were  repeated  during  her  Journey  to  town, 
and  when  Ihe  prefented  herfelf  to  the  people  at  the 
windows  of  St.  James's  palace,  where  the  ceremony 
of  marriage  took  place  in  the  eyening,  and  a  fplendid 
illumination  irradiated  the  capital  on  the  following 
night.  Her  royal  •  highnefs  had  an  opportimity  of 
feeing  a  part  of  the  ceremony  of  the  trial  of  Governor 
HaftingSy  who  was  acquitted  on  the  25th  of  April. 


SECTION    VIII. 

From  1795  to  1796. 

The  right  of  the  London  militia,  who  claimed  to 

have  arifen  from  the  abolition  of  the  ancient  trained 
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bands,  to  the  ufe  of  the  Artillery  Ground,  having  of 
late  become  a  topic  of  fome  jealoufy  between  them 
and  the  Company,  a  conference  was  agreed  upon, 
and  each  of  them  delegated  their  authority  to  a  com* 
mittee  of  five  officers,  who  were  to  inveftigate  their 
mutual  claims.  The  Company's  reprefentatives  were, 
Colonel  Le  Mefurier,  Thomas  Mawdefley,  William 
Moore,  Rich^d  Hooper,  and  John  Shephard,  efqrs. 
Their  firft  conference  was  held  at  Guildhall,  on  the 
29th  of  May,  when  the  lieutenancy  ftated  their  right 
to  the  general  ufe  of  the  Artillery  Ground  at  all  times 
for  the  purpofe  of  drilling  and  exercifing  the  two  new 
regiments  of  London  militia  (then  about  to  be  raifed), 
under  the  covenant  in  the  Company's  leafes  from  the 
corporation  of  London,  refpefting  the  muftermg  and 
exercifing  the  trained  bands  in  the  Artillery  Ground* 
And  they  alfo  claimed  a  right  to  the  ufe  of  the  ar- 
mory-houfe,  from  the  drcumftance  of  the  lieutenancy 
having  fubfcribed  or  contributed  the  fum  of  SOOL  to- 
wards the  building  thereof,  in  the  year  1 734,  refpeOing 
which  they  caufed  feveral  of  their  minutes  to  be  read. 

The  committee,  on  the  part  of  the  Company,  de- 
nied the  conftruftion  of  the  covenant  in  the  leafe  to 
give  that  general  and  unlimited  ufe  of  the  Ground 
to  the  militia  t^hich  was  claimed ;  but  at  the  fame 
time  individually  expreiTed  their  difpofition  for  the 
Company  to  grant  every  accommodation  they  could 
with  any  propriety  on  the  prefent  urgency  of  embody- 
ing and  difciplining  the  new  militia :  the  commiflioners 
then  requefted  them  to  exprefs  to  the  Company  their 
hope  and  defu'e  that  they  would  do .  fo,  and  the 
^omuuttee  mentioned  the  propriety  of  their  ftating  in 
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writing  what  accommodation  they  wiflied  for.  The 
court  of  lieutenancy  accordingly  fpecified  by  letter 
the  next  day,  *^  That  for  a  confiderable  time  it  would 
be  neceiTary  for  them  to  have  the  ufe  of  the  houfe 
and  ground  daily,  but  the  court  of  lieutenancy  having 
a  ftrong  defire  to  incommode  the  Artillery  Company 
as  little  as.poflible  would  abftain  from  the  ufe  of  it 
for  fuch  part  of  two  days  in  each  week  as  the  Artil- 
lery Company  wifh  to  occupy  it  for  their  own  pur« 
pofe ;  and  that  this  propofitioii  was  made  without  any 
injury  to,  and  fav^g  wholly  out  of  the  queftion,  the 
rights  of  the  court  of  lieutenancy  to  the  faid  ground 
and  houfe/' 

The  court  of  afCftants,  after  due  confideration  of 
the  matter,  refolved,  *'  That  they  could  not  in  any 
degree  admit  the  claims  of  the  lieutenancy  to  the 
armoury-houfe  and  Artillery  Ground,  as  dated  in  their 
letter,  being  feniible  that  to  concede  to  the  London 
militia  the  occupation,  as  is  thereby  claimed,  would 
tend  to  render  totally  ufelefs  and  virtually  to  annihi<^ 
late  the  Artillery  Company." 

The  fame  ccMnmittee  were  then  empowered  finally 
to  treat  with  the  court  of  lieutenancy  on  the  fubjed,, 
making  tl^e  foregoing  refolution  the  bafis  of  their  treaty^ 

The  committee  held  another  conference  with  the 
lieutenancy  on  the  5th  of  June,  to  whom  they  com^f 
municated  thefe  refolutions ;  whereupon  the  gentlemen 
of  the  lieutenancy  propofed,  in  order  to  bring  matters 
to  an  amicable  accommodation,  that  all  claims  of  right 
on  either  fide  Ihould  be  waved,  for  the  prelent,  even 
though  it  might  be  judged  neceffary  hereafter  to  at 
certain  them  in  a  court  of  law  \  and  wifhed  to  know 
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v^hat  degree  of  accommodadon  the  Company  could 
now  afford  to  the  militial 

The  committee  not  only  confidering  the  conjun6hirc 
of  public  affairs,  but  alfo  the  rights  of  the  Company, 
and  the  convenience  of  its  members,  acquainted  them 
in  writing  of  what  the  Company  could  with  propriety 
grant;  viz. 

That  the  London  militia  fhould  have  the  ufe  of  the 
ground,  and  of  the  haU  and  room  adjoining  in  the 
armoury-houfe,  on  Saturdays,  Sundays,  Mondays,  and 
Tuefdays,  from  fuch  an  hour  in  the  morning  to  fuch 
an  hour  in  the  evening,  as  the  officers  fhould  fix, 
except  on  the  appointed  field  days  of  the  Artillery 
Company. 

That  on  the  other  days  of  the  week  the  London 
militia  fhould  not  have  accefs  to  the  ground. 

That  the  keys  of  the  ground  and-  houfe  fhould  re- 
msun  in  the  poffefSon  of  the  perfons  belonging  to  the 
Artillery  Company. 

That  the  members  of  the  Artillery  Company  fhould 
have  free  accefs  at  all  times  into  the  Ground,  and  to 
fuch  rooms  in  the  houfe  as  were  not  occupied  by  the 
London  militia. 

That  no  booths  or  other  eredions  fhould- be  made 
on  the  Ground ;  and  that  no  arms,  ammunition,  or 
ftores,  fhould  be  depofited  iii  any  part  of  the  houfe  or 
Ground. 

That  the  honourable  court  of  lieutenancy  fhould 
be  anfwerable  for  all  damages  which  might  arife  to 
the  premifes,  from  the  admiflion  of  the  London 
militia,  and  for  the  expenfes  which  the  Artillery  Com- 
pany might  incur  thereby. 
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That  no  drummers  or  fifers  fhould  be  taught  or 
drilled  in  the  Ground. 

At  another  conference,  held  on  the  9th  of  June, 
the  lieutenancy  informed  the  committee,  that  they 
accepted  the  ufe  of  the  Artillery  Ground  and  armoury- 
houfe,  as  oflFered  by  them  at  the  laft  conference,  but 
waving  the  confideration  of  the  queftion  of  right 

But  in  a  written  anfwer  to  the  above  propofal,  on 
the  15th,  they  called  this  "  a  partial  ufe"  of  the  pre- 
inifes,  and  ftated,  that,  by  the  leafe  by  which  the 
city  of  London  granted  that  Ground  to  the  Artillery 
Company,  a  referve  was  made  for  the  ufe  of  the 
London  militia,  trained  bands,  as  qften  as  they  might 
have  occafion  for  it ;  and  under  that  claufe  (confider- 
ing  the  prefent  eftablifhment  of  the  London  militia 
as  the  trained  bands  amended),  the  court  of  lieute- 
nancy concluded,  that  both  regiments  of  the  London 
militia  had  the  unqueftionable  privilege  of  occupying 
the  Artillery  Ground,  as  often  as  might  be  neceifary 
to  their  training  and  exercife ;  but  as.  that  claim  was 
refitted  on  the  part  of  the  Company,  and  the  necef- 
fary  procefs  to  bring  it  to  judicial  decifion  would 
occupy  a  confiderable  portion  of  rime,  the  court  ac- 
cepted the  offer  made  to  them  for  their  immediate 
occafion,  upon  the  terms  propofed,  confidering  at 
the  fame  time  that  their  claim  was  not  in  any  degree 
vitiated  or  lefTened  by  their  acceptance  of  that  tem- 
porary accommodation. 

The  court  of  affiftants,  after  the  moft  mature  deli- 
beration on  this  anfwer,  replied,  "  That  from  the 
refpedl  which  they  bore  to  the  honourable  the  court 
pf  lieutenancy,  and  for  the  good  of  the  fervice,  the^y 
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fliould  have  been  happy  to  have  accommodated  tha 
London  militia  with  the  ufe  of  the  Artillery  Ground,  as 
ftated  in  their  letter  of  the  9th,  but  that  the  anfwer  con- 
veyed a  claim  to  the  unqualified  ufe  of  the  Groimd, 
^in  fuch  ftrong  terms,  that  the  court  of  ailiftants  de- 
fired  to  know  whether  the  honourable  court  of  lieu- 
tenancy intended  to  conteft  the  claim  by  an  imme- 
diate fuit  at  law,  as  in  that  cafe  the  court  of  ailiftants 
would  feel  it  incumbent  on  them  to  refufe  the  accom- 
modation required  for  the- London  militia,  and  to  wait 
the  refult/* 

Here  the  fubjeft  refted  for  fome  time.  In  the 
interval  a  m^itter  of  more  pleafing  nature  engaged 
the  attention  and  regard  of  the  Company:  the 
colonel  had  declared  his  intention  of  prefenting  a  pair 
of  colours  on  the  king's  birth-day ;  on  which  occa- 
fion  they  marched  under  arms  to  his  dwelling-houfe 
in  Wallbrook,  where  his  lady  condefcended  to  deliver 
into  their  hands  a  very  elegant  pair  of  colours, 
richly  painted  with  the  Company's  arms,  &c. ;  fhc 
then  addreifed  the  corps  in  thefe  animating  terms ; 

I  HAVE  the  pleafure  to  prefept  you  with  this  pair  of  co* 
lours,  and  am  happy  in  this  opportunity  to  exprefs  the  grateful 
fenfe  I  entertain  of  the  many  fervices  which  your  gallant  corps 
have  rendered  to  your  country,  and  of  the  fpirit  and  loyalty  with 
which  you  have  come  forward  at  all  timee»  for  the  protedion  of 
your  fellow-citizens,  and  in  fupport  of  civil  order  and  good  go* 
•  yemment. 

As  J  am  fenfible  that  thefe  colours  will  never  be  difplayed  hot 
in  the  caufe  of  your  king  and  country,  1  hope  that  under  them  you 
will  continue  to  improve  the  high  charader  you  have  fo  juftly 
acquired  j  and  you  may  be  alTuredy  that  my  beil  wifhes  and  fer* 
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irept  prayer  fliali  ever  be  offered  for  the  honour  and  profpcrity  of 
your  very  meritorious  corps* 

This  prefent  wa6  received  with  the  ardour  of  gene? 
yous  admiration  j  and  at  the  next  court  it  was  rej 
folved  unanimoufly, 

That  the  thanks  of  this  court  be  given  tp  the  lady  of  Colonel 
Paul  Le  Mefurier,  for  the  very  handfome  pair  of  new  colour* 
prefented  by  her  to  thi?  corps  on  his  majefly's  laft  birth-day,  la 
the  place  of  the  old  ones  of  the  Company,  fo  much  worn  bf 
^me  and  fervice ;  likewife  to  afTure  her,  that  the  court  cspnot 
but  fenfibly  fcely  npt  only  the  importance  of  the  valuable  prefent 
yrith  which  (he  has  honoured  the  battalion,  but  muft  even  recollc6^ 
with  the  mod  grateful  and  pleating  fcnfations^  the  kind  and  flat- 
feriog  expreffions  which  accompanied  the  fame. 

This  refolution  was  fairly  tranfcribed  on  vellum, 
and  prefented  to  her  by  a  deputation  from  the  court. 

A  queftion  having  about  this  time  arifen,  whether, 
as  the  battalion  were  obliged,  when  on  duty,  to  ap- 
pear in  hair-powder,  they  were  not  on  that  account 
exempted  from  the  annual  payment  to  the  revenue 
charged  thereon  by  the  flat,  of  41  Geo.  III.  c.  69. 
The  commiffioners  of  ftamps,  therefore,  fent  their 
ppinion,  with  that  of  the  attorney  and  folicitor-gene- 
ral.  That  as  the  Company  was  a  volunteer  aflbciation, 
under  the  king's  licenfe,  it  could  not  be  deemed  mi- 
Jitia,  and  was  on  that  account  not  within  the  exemp- 
tion of  the  ftatute. 

The  Correfponding  Society,  whofe  papers  and  pro- 
ceedings had  undergone  a  very  minute  infpeftion, 
upon  the  ftate  trials  above  alluded  to,  having  adver- 
tifed  a  general  and  public  meeting  for .  the  29th,  the 
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Duke  of  Portland  wrote  to  the  lord  mayor,  giving  lam 
due  information  of  it,  that  he  might  take  fuch  fteps  as 
he  (hould  judge  moft  effeftual,  for  the  prefervation  of 
the  peace  and  tranquillity,  if  any  attempt  fhould  be 
made  to  difturb  it,  and  fubmitted  to  his  lordfhip  the 
propriety  of  requefting  the  afliftance  of  this  Com* 
pany  and  London  volunteer  cavalry. 

The  Company  were  accordingly  aflembled,  upon 
his  lordfliip's  requeft ;  and  he  affured  them  that  they 
fliould  not  be  called  out  without  the  moft  pref&ng  ne- 
ceflity ;  but  they  were,  as  is  ufuaT  on  fuch  occaficws, 
put  under  the  command  of  their  field  officers,  at 
their  difcretion.  They  remained  under  arms  till  half 
after  ten  o'clock,  when,  every  thing  being  quiet,  they 
were  difiniffed  by  his  lordfliip's  order.  The  coI<xieI 
fent  to  the  Duke  of  Portland  2,  return  of  thofe  on 
duty,  for  which  he  received  his  grace's  anfwer,  viz* 

Sii^  Burlington  Houfe^  30  June  Z79{.  - 

I  BEG  you>to  accept  my  bcft  thanks  for  the  letter  which 
I  received  from  you  this  morning,  enclofing  a  return  of  the  Ar- 
tillery Company  who  were  under  duty  ycfttrday.  The  alacrity 
of  that  corps,  in  the  fupport  of  peace  and  good  order,  dctct 
could  be  doubted;  and  their  readinefs  upon  this  occafion  is  only 
a  confirmation  of  the  difpolition  they  were  well  known  to  enter* 
tain.  It  gives  me  great  pleafure  to  find  that  their  numbers  are  (b 
refpe£lable,  as  to  make  them  of  real  importance,  if  their  aifi dance 
(hould  .be  at  any  future  time  required. 

I  have,  &c. 

PORTLANIX 

Some  difgraceful  tumults  began  on  the  night  of  the 
12th,  and  continued  for  three  days,  at  feveral  public 
houfes  of  rendezvous  at  Charing  Crofs  and  St.  George's 

fields. 
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fields.  The  whole  originated  from  the  following  fed : 
•  A  fifer,  of  the  name  of  Lewis,  went  to  the  King's 
Arms  public  houfe,  and  called  for  fome  beer.  The 
mailer,  feeing  him  in  liquor,  refiifed  to  ferve  him  ; 
upon  which  a  quarrel  arofe,  and  Lewis  was  turned 
out.  He  then  impofed  a  tale  upon  the  mob  which 
had  colleded,  of  his  companion  having  been  crimped, 
and  confined  in  the  cellar,  and  that  he ,  had  himfelf 
efcaped  with  difficulty.  The  people,  indignant,  forgot 
that  refpeft  to  the  laws  of  their  country  which  fhould 
at  all  times  govern  their  condu6l,  and,  giving  way  to 
the.  iiripulfe  of  the  moment,  broke  open  the  door,  and 
deftroyed  every  article  of  furniture  that  the  houfe  con- 
tained. When  they  had  been  thus  employed  for  two 
hoiu^,  the  military  appeared,  and  they  difperfed; 
Lewis  was  feized,  and  committed  for  trial  for  the  of- 
fence. The  mob  then  rallied,  and  proceeded  to 
Downing- ftre^t,  where  they  demolilhed  the  windows 
of  the  prime  minifter,  and  then  marched  on  to  St, 
George's  fields,  where  they  committed  fimilar  de- 
predations, upon  other  houfes  of  like  rendezvous.  The 
guards,  with  the  affociations  of  that  neighbourhood, 
aflembled,  and,  after  very  ferious  oppofition,  eflfedted 
their  difperfion  *. 

But  as  there  feemed  to  be. a  ftrong  indication  of 
the  mifchief  extending  further,  the  Company  met  vo- 
luntarily at  the  armoury-houfe,  to  proteft  the  peace, 
and  alfo  their  own  premifes ;  and  a  rota  was  ordered 
for  the  night  duty.  No  riot,  however,  reached  the 
-metropolis, 

*  AxiD.  Reg. 
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This  night  duty  was  perfonned  in  the  mod  cheer- 
ful, orderly,  and  refpedable  manner ;  aiid,  in  addition* 
to  the  particular  divifion  on  guard,  feveral  members 
of  other  divifions  joined  them  as  volunteer?,  to  be 
r^dy  to  march  in  cafe  of  difturbance.  Thefe  were 
4uly  reported  to  the  Duke  of  Portland,  The  good 
prder,  fpirit,  and  unremitting  attention  to  this  duty, 
which  had  been  fhewn  by  the  officers  and  battalion, 
vere  faid  to  be  moft  exemplary,  and  could  not  have 
beeA  exceeded  by  any  military  corps.  The  major, 
from  the  14th  to  the  23d,  had  not  ceafed  to  pafs 
jpvery  night  on  duty,  as  the  commanding  field  officer, 
viritb  that  ability  and  zeal  for  the  honour  and  profpe- 
rity  of  the  Company  v^^hich  ever  diftinguifhed  his  con^ 
^ud. 

The  court  expreffed  their  thanks  to  the  colonel  and 
the  major  for  their  zeal  \  and  a  picquet  guard  \¥as 
eftablifhed  and  continued  until  Auguft,  at  the  armoury, 
.with  permifTion  for  any  other  member  to  join  it,  and 
4hat  thofe  on  the  rota  of  duty  might  provide  a  fubfii- 
tute. 

The  handfome  teftimonies  of  approbation  from  the 
JDuke  of  Portland,  both  during  and  after  the  clofe  of 
this  duty,  were  as  follows : 

Sir,  Whitehall,  i8  July  1795. 

I  HAD  great  fatisfaf^ion  in  receiriog  your  account  of 
the  readinefa  with  which  the  gentlemen  of  the  Artillery  Company 
offered  their  fervices  beyond  the  limits  to  which,  by  thcii  engage* 
inent^  they  are  confinedj,  on  the  ocdtifion  of  the  late  diflurbanccs* 
The  alertncfs  which  has  been  fhewn  by  this  corp§  upon  all  for- 
mer occafions  lud  given  every  rcafon  to  expe£l>  that  ihcy  would 
be  among  the  mofl  forward  for  the  prote£liou  of  peace  and  order; 

tad 
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and  I  truft  that  a  contiauance  of  the  fame  vigilance  and  fpttitod 
'conduft  will  contribute  materially  to  prevent  any  attcmpta  to  rioC 
and  difturbance  in  future,  or  to  fupprefs  them  if  they  take  place, 

I  am.  Sir, 
Your  moft  obedient  humhie  fervant^ 
To  P.  Le  Mcfuricr,  efq.  PORTLAND- 

&c.  &c.  &c. 


SiE,  Whitehall,  2a  July  1795.1 

I  AM  dire^ed  by  the  Duke  of  Portland  to  acknowkdge 
your  letter,  and  to  afTure  you  that  he  is  very  happy  to  fiad,  that 
the  teftiiDony  of  his  applaufe  has  been  agreeable  to  the  gentlemen 
of  the  ArtHlery  Company  ;  and  that  his  grace  is  perfuaded,  that 
kis  fentiments  are  only  the  fame  as  thofe  which  are  felt  by  every 
good  fubje^t,  in  return  for  the  condu£l  of  your  very  refpedable 
corps. 

It  would  give  his  grace  much  concern  to  abufe  the  zeal  whicli 
the  Artillery  Company  have  fo  confpicupufly  difplayed  upon  all 
occaiions,  in  tlie  public  fervice  ;  and  therefore  he  learns  with  plea- 
fure,  that  it  is  in  contemplation  to  propofe  to  them  a  relaxation 
of  that  attendance,  which  they  have  been  fo  forward  to  give  ia 
£upport  of  good  order  among  their  fellow  fubjefts. 

I  am,  Sir, 
Tour  moft  obedient  humble  fervtnt. 
To  Mr.  Aldetman  Le  Mefurier.  T.  KING* 

A  correfted  edition  of  the  rules  of  the  fociety  was 
ordered  by  the  court  in  July  ;  and  on  account  of  the 
extra  expenfcs  which  the  Company  had  fuftained,  the 
debt  was  increafed  at  this  time  to  500/. ;  and,  as  a 
means  of  reducing  its  increafe,  it  was  ordered  that 
private  drills  fliould  be  adopted,  inftead  of  weekly 
field  days,  which  were  conducted  at  an  expenfe  of  12/« 
each  day.  The  night  guard,  which  coft  9A  per 
3  month. 
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month,  was  fufpend^,  and  the  fentinels  were  reduced 
to  three  men  on  field  days,  &c.  Thefe,  with  other 
plans  of  internal  economy,  effefted  the  purpofe  de- 
fired. 

Oa.  26.  A  general  meeting  of  the  London  Cor- 
refponding  ^Society  was  held  in  the  fields  near  Copen- 
hagen-houfe,  where  the  aflembly  was  very  numerous. 
Three  joftra  were  erefted  for  the  elevation  of  the 
fpeakers.  An  addrefs  to  the  nadori,  a  remonftrance 
to  the  king  on  the  negleft  of  their  former  addrefs, 
and  fome  refolutions  on  the  fl:ate  of  affairs,  were  voted 
by  acclamation  J  afi:er  which  the  meeting  difperfed 
without  doing  any  mifchief..  The  guards,  and  the 
light  horfe  volunteers,  were  ordered  to  be  in  readi- 
nefs ;  the'  latter  requeflied  this  Company  to  have  re- 
gard  to  their  fl:ables  ^vhile  they  were  on  duty.  The 
Company  were  put  under  field  officers  at  difcretion. 
The  court  had  alfo  intimation,  from  the  fecretary  of 
date's  office,  of  a  fimilar  intention  of  affembling  on  the 
29th,  when  his  majefly  had  appointed  to  go  to  the 
Houfe  of  Lords.  They  therefore  immediately  deter- 
mined to  offer  their  fervices  to  preferve  the  peace, 
which  the  colonel  communicated  to  the  lord  mayor, 
and  to  the  county  magiftrates  ;  and  at  the  fame  time 
fent  the  refolution  of  the  court  to  the  Duke  of  Port- 
land, from  whom  the  following  anfwer  was  received : 

TO  PAUL  LE  MESURIER,  &c.  ic.  &c 

Si»,  Tuefday  Night,  Oaeber  a;,  179J. 

In  thanking  you  for  the  very  obliging  and  attentive  let- 
fere  which  I  have  this  moment  the  Tatisfa^^ion  of  receiving  from 
701I;  it  is  impoffible  for  me  to  fupprefs  the  ackaowlcdgmeats  which 

are 
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arc  due  to  the  Artillery  Company,  for  their  uniform,  zealous^  and 
unremitting  fervices. 

The  experience  I  have  had  of  the  alacrity  of  that  refpeftablp 
corps,  upon  all  occafions  in  which  the  fafety  or  good  order  of  the 
metropolis  has  been  fuppofed  to  incur  any  rifle  of  being  difturbed, 
at  the  fame  time  that  it  prevents  any  furprife  on  my  part  at  their 
readinefs  to  volunteer  their  fervices  at  the  prefent  moment,  cannot 
but  increafe  my  admiration  of  them,  and  make  me  anxious  to  con- 
vey to  them  through  you  the  fentiments  of  refped  and  gratitude 
which  I  muft  ever  bear  to  them. 

The  determination  refpeding  next  Thurfday,  which  has  been 
come  to  by  the  court  of  affiftants  of  the  Honourable  Artillery 
Company,  is  the  evident  and  adual  tSeSt  of  that  public .  fpirit 
which  has  conilantly  animated  and  guided  their  condu6l ;  and,  in 
accepting  the  benefit  of  it  on  the  part  of  government,  I  beg  you 
to  be  aifured,  that  every  one  of  the  king's  fervants  is  as  defirout 
as  I  am  that  nothing  may  arife  to  call  into  action  the  meritorjouf 
aAtentions  of  the  corps  you  have  the  honour  to  coonmand* 
I  am,  with  great  regard,  Sir^ 

Your  moil  £iithful  humble  fervant, 

PORTLAND. 

It  was  faid  that  the  crowd  was  not  fo  great  at  the 
coronation  as  on  this  day,  to  fee  the  king  go  to  the 
houfes  of  parliaitient.  Several  of  the  cabinet  minifters 
and  nobility  were  treated  with  great  difrefped ;  and 
as  the  king  pafTed  the  ordnance  ofEce,  a  fmall  pebble 
broke  one  of  the  coach  windows.  This  was  repeated 
at  his  return,  near  Spring  Gardens  terrace,  where 
the  people  aiTembled,  who  had  b^en  prevented  follow- 
ing the  coach,  by  the  gates  being  (hut  at  the  Horfe 
Guards.  The  general  cry  was, "  Peace,  peace!  Bread!" 
The  king,  through  the  whole  of  the  riot,  difplayed 
the  cool  magnanimity  for  which  his  family  and  him- 
felf  have  ever  been  dilUnguifhed }  and,  confident  in 

tha 
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Ae  reat  attachment  ot  his  people,  he  went  to  Covenf 
Garden  theatre,  accompanied  with  the  queen  and 
ttree  of  the  princeffes,  on  the  following  evenings 
where  he  was  received  with  unbounded  congratula^ 
lions* 

Nov.  2.  A  report  having  fpread,  that  the  formi- 
dable Society  of  Correfpondence  were  again  preparing 
another  meeting,  the  Duke  of  Portland  repeated  his 
lequefl:  to  the  Company  as  on  the  preceding  occafion* 
The  members  met,  and  remained  under  arms  the  whole 
dlayj  and  were  difmifled  in  confequence  of  a  letter 
from  the  colonel,  at  Drapers*  Hall,  that  the  lord  mayor 
efea,  William  Curtis,  efq.  was  returned  thither,  after 
Iiaving  been  ptefented  to  the  lord  chancellor,  and 
found  every  thing  quiet  in  the  city,  and  that  the  meet* 
ing  which  was  apprehended  had  not  taken  place. 

Two  days  after,  the  fame  requeft  was  made,  which 
was  equally  complied  with ;  ai^d  the  lord  mayor  eleft 
•  requefted  the  Company's  fervice,  in  the  moft  prefling 
manner,  on  the  lord  mayor^s  day,  as  fome  ftrong  ap- 
I»:ehenfions  were  entertained  of  an  attempt  to  difturb 
ft,  by  an  attack  on  fome  of  the  nobility  or  the  mi* 
'  nifters.  This  requeft  was  feconded  by  another  letter 
from  the  Duke  of  Portlands 

Thefe  alarming  and  fucceffive  interruptions  to  the 
public  harmony  kept  the  citizens  of  London  upon  con** 
finual  watch ;  and  a  fpecial  court  of  the  Company  was 
called  on  the  1 1th  of  November,  when  the  following 
addrefs  was  voted  to  the  king : 


TO 
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TO  THE  KINffS  MOST  EXCELLENT  MAJESTY, 

Mo^T  Gracious  Sovbreign> 

We,  your  majcfty's  ever  dutiful  and  loyal  fubjefts,  the 
prefident,  vice-prefident,  treafurer,  officers,  and  body  of  the  Ho- 
nourable Artillery  Company  of  the  city  of  London,  iii  general  • 
court  aflerablcd,  humbly  approach  your  majefly  with  the  moft 
profound  veneration,  and  the  mod  lively  fentiments  of  our  fteady 
andrefpe^iful  att4chnlent  to  your  majeily's  perfon  and  govem- 
ment. 

We  beg  to  exprefs  our  indignations  and  abhorrence  of  the  late 
mofl ,  atrocious  and  diabolical  outrages  committed  againil  the  fa* 
cred  perfon  of  your  majeftyi  in  defiance  of  all  lawa  and  authority, 
and  at  a  time  vtrhen  your  majedy  was  about  to  difcharge  one  of 
the  moft  impottant  fun£^ioh$  of  your  elcalted  iiatioa. 

Wc  are  ft  ruck  with  horror  at  the  recolle6ion  of  a  deed,  which, 
but  for  the  interpofition  of  Divine  Providence,  might  have  robbed 
the  world  of  the  brighteft  example  of  every  royal  and  fecial  virtue 
that  can  adorn  a  throne,   and  have  fpread  horror  and  difmay  i 

throughout  the  Bcitiih  empire.  j 

With  hearts  full  of  gratitude  to  the  Almighty  for  the  gracious 
prefervatiqn  of  a  life  fo  dear  to  our  country,  we  humbly  tender^ 
our  fincere  congratulations  upon  this  aft  of  his  divine  mercy,  ex- 
tended !o  us  and  our  fellow  fubjedls.  ^ 

As  a  volunteer  corps,  exiiling  from  ancient  time  under  the  au- 
thority of  your  royal  predeceflbrs,  confirmed  by  your  ma}efty*a 
royal  warrant,  we  trull,  that  we  have  ever  been  found  ready  in 
aid  of  the  civil  power,  for  the  prefcrvation  of  the  peace  of  the 
metropolis,  and  in  defence  of  the  property  of  our  fellow  fubjefts  ; 
and  we  -moft  humbly  beg  to  tender  to  your  majefty  our  moft 
faithful  fervices  in  the  protection  of  your  majefty's  facred  perfon 
and  your  illuftrioua  family,  and  that  your  majefly  will  bc^  aflured 
that  we  Ihall  always  continue  to  fi^j^port,  at  the  hazard  of  our 
lives  and  with  our  fortunes,  the  hq^py  conftitution  under  which 
we  live,  through  which  we  have  enjoyed  all  the  ble flings  of  focial 
order  and  civil  liberty,  in  a  more  complete  and  extended  manner 
than  has  fallen  to  the  lot  of  any  other  nation. 

2  G  The 
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The  fame  court  which  recommen4ed  this  addrefe 
to  the  throne  alfo  voted  their  unanimous  acknowledg- 
ments to  the  light  horfe  volunteers,  for  their  obliging 
'  readinefs  to  come  forward  in  affifting  the  Company, 
and  particularly  on  the  above-mentioned  occafion,  in 
(upport  of  the  <;ivil  authority,  and  in  defence  of  the 
laws  and  conftitutidn  of  the  country ;  and  to  Cokmel 
Forfter  for  his  readinefs  in  offering  the  fo^ices  of  the 
St.  Geprge's  volunteers  to  affift  them,  had  there  been 
any  neceflity,  Thefe  were  concluded  with  unanimous 
thanks  to  Colonel  Le  Mefurien 

Another  letter  from  the  Duke  of  Portland  was  re- 
ceived on  the  fame  day  requefting  the  Company  to 
affemble  ;  the  battalion  was  collefted,  but  difmlfled  in 
the  evening.  , 

The  Duke  of  Portland,  in  acknowledging  the  re^ 
ceipt  of  the  return  of  the  Company's  diuty,  on  the  12ih 
of  November,  expreffed  his  approbation  of  their  *♦  fjri- 
rited  conduft,  which  he  had  always  obferved  with 
much  fatisfadion }  and  that  he  had  the  moft  perfed 
reliance  on  the  continuance  of  their  activity  a^  ex- 
ertions, as  well  on  tbofe  occafioos  as  on  any  other 
t^here  their  fervices  might  be  required.** 

The  committee  of  the  light  horfe  volunteers  aMb 
defired,  **  in  the  name  of  the  corps  at  large,  to  ex* 
preis  their  high  fenfe  of  the  approbation  of  the  Com* 
pany,  which  had  been  tranfmitted  by  their  refolutioBS 
of  the  1 1  th.  They  affured  this  honoura}de  aiid  truly 
patriotic  corps,  of  their  readinefs  to  cooperate  with 
them  on  all  occafions  in  defence  of  the  public  peace, 
and  fupport  of  lawful  wthority,  and  had  no  doubjL 
that  their  united  efforts  would  be  feconded  by  thofe 

of 
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of  every  k)V€fr  of  hi$  country,  and  crowned  with  ulti* 
mate  fuccefs." 

On  the  18th  of  November,  the  colonel,  lieutenant- 
colonel,  and  major,  prefented  the  Company's  addrefs  t# 
the  king,  which  his  majefty  was  pleafed  to  receive  very 
gracioufly ;  and  they  had  the  honour  to  kifs  his  hand. 
He  inquired  the  number  of  the  corps,  which  the  co- 
lonel reported  to  be  250.  It  was  worthy  of  remark, 
that  as  well  m  palfing  from  their  carriage  to  the  pre^ 
fence  chamber,  as  alfo  in  their  return,  the  guards  car* 
rled  arms ;  an  honour  which  they  were  not  feen  to 
pay  to  any  othw-  militia  or  volunteer  officer. 

Scarcely  had  the  trouble  of  the  above-mentioned 
alarms  fubfided,  than  an  inflammatory  hand  bill  was 
circulated  very  late  in  the  evening  of  the  i8th,  call-* 
ing  a  meeting  of  the  weavers  in  Bethnal-green  on  the 
a  I  ft.  The  lord  mayor  having  procured  a  copy  of  it, 
handed  it  immediacely  to  the  minifter,  who  fent  a  re- 
quifition  to  his  lord(hip,  to  the  magiftrates,  and  to 
this  Company,  to  communicate  for  the  preiervation  of 
the  peace.  The  battalion  was  fummoncd  again,'  bur 
there  was  no  difturb  ince ;  and  as  another  meeting, 
intended  at  Copenhagen-houfe,  had  been  poftponed^ 
their  readinefs  was  acknowledged,  and  they  were  again 

dirmi0ed  *. 

The  Corrcfponding  Society  held  their  poftponcd 
meeting  on  the  9th  of  December,  in  Mary-le  bonne 
fields^  when  they  voted  an  addrcls  to  the  people* 
jmd  another  to  the  king.    Their  condud  was  tempe- 

•  Court  Book.* 
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rate  and  orderly,  and  they  fcparatcd  without  the  Icaft 
tumult*. 

The  whole  of  thefe  procfcdings  urged  parliament 
fo  adopt,  againft  confidcrabJc  oppofition,  the  precau- 
tions of  two  bilJs,  to  prevent  fcditious  meetings,  and 
fv.r  the  proteftion  of  his  majefty's  perfon.  Every 
man  felt  and  acknowledged  the  dangers  in  which  the 
confticution  ftood  ;  and,  while  they  were  juftly  jealous 
of  the  civil  rights  of  the  people,  they  yielded  to  the 
necefTity  of  an  abridgement  of  them,  without  which 
thofe  ri^^hts  might  have  been  irretrievably  involved. 
At  the  general  court,  in  December,  the  Company 
conferred  their  honours  on 

William  Curtis,  efq.  lord  mayor,  prefident; 

William  Lufhington,  efq.  M.  P.  vice-prefidcnt; 

John  William  Anderfon,  efq,  treafurer.j  ■ 

Paul  Le  Mefurier,  efq,  M.  P.  colonel ; 

William  Dawfon,  efq.  lieutenant-colonel  j 

Robert  Ritherdon,  efq.  major ; 

Stephen  Clark,  efq.  adjutant. 
And  as  the  recolle6iion  of  the  paft  fervices  of  their 
field  officers  was  frefli  in  the  memory  of  every  one  of 
the  Comp.my,  they  clofcd  the  laft  court  of  the  year 
by  prefenting  to  them  the  following  tribute  of  ac- 
knowledgment and  refpedl  amply  due  -to  their  ex- 
ertions : 

Refolvcd  unanimounj''. 

That  the  tl  anks  of  thii  court  be  given  to  Coloijc! 
Le  Mefur'cr,  alderman^  M.  P.  &c.  &c.  for  his  very  great  attcn- 

Ann.  Re-j. 
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.ti6n  and  zeal  in  the  difcharge  of  his  duty,  for  his  readinefs  in  af- 
fembh'ng^  and  animating*  by  his  prefence  this  Company  on  every 
critical  or  important  occafion ;  for  his  uniform  hofpltah'ty  and  po- 
lite attention  to  the  feveral  members  of  this  Company ;  for  hit 
fieady  attachment,  to  the  conftitution  of  thefe  kingdoms j  for  his 
Tuccefsful  exertions  in  the  prefervation  of  the  public  peace ;  for 
the  ardent  defire  which  he  difplays  on  every  occafion  (regarcUefs  of 
perfonal  trouble 'or  expenfe)  to  promote  the  in lereft^  honour,  and 
utility  of  this  Company;  and  for  his  report  of  tlie  proceedings  of 
the  battalion  on  the  9th  day  of  November  lail. 

Refolved  unanimouily. 
That  the  thanks  of  this  court  be  given  to  Lieutenant-colonel 
William  Dawfon,  for  his  many  zealous  and  uniforrn  fervices  to  this 
Company,  particularly  for  his  coming  forward  laft  year,  at  the  ur- 
.gent  defire  of  his  affoci^tes,  and  accepting  an  arduous  and  re- 
(ponfible  fituation,  by  which  the  independence  of  this  corps  was 
prefcrved;  for  his  manly  and  fpirited-condud^,  on  all  occafions;  and 
for  his  affable  and  polite  deportment  to  the  members  of  this 
Company.  . 

Refolved  unanimoufly^ 

That  the  thanks  of  this  court  be  given  to  Major  Robert  Rither- 
don,  for  his  unremitting  attention  and  zeal  in  the  difcharge  of  his 
duty;  for  the  very  great  perfonal  trouble  and  expenfe,  by  which 
be  has  fo  fuccefsfully  improved  the  military  difcipltne  of  thecorps^ 
and  brought  the  fervices  of  the  Company  to  be  ufcful  and  exem- 
plary as  a  volunteer  corps ;  for  the  ready  accefs  given  to  every 
member  defirous  of  perfecting  himfelf  in  his  military  duty  ;  and 
ibr  his  uniform  politeneis  and  affable  behaviour  ou  all  occaflotis. 
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8BCTIOK  ir. 

Frm  1796 /«  1797. 

1796.  The  new  year  opened  with  an  crm  im*^ 
portant  to  the  future  defliny  of  the  government.  The 
Princefs  of  Wales  was  delivered  of  a  daugfafeer,  at 
Carleton-houfe,  on  the  7th  of  January,  who  was  after- 
wards bapdfed  by  the  name  of  Charlotte  Jugufis. 

The  dlfpoGtion  for  peace  was  manifeftly  the  defirc 
of  all  ranks  of  peoples  in  compliance  with   which 
Lord  Malmefbury  was  commiflloned^  as  the  rcpre- 
Tentative  of  this  country,  to  negociate  the  relpeiSivc 
terms,  and,  if  poflible,  to  combine  the  clafhing  ki- 
terefls,    political    as  well  as  territorial,    with  thoie 
who  now  poifefled  the  fupreme  authority  in  France : 
the  refuk  was,  however,,  not  attended  with  iuccefi, 
and  he  returned  on  the  29th  of  December,  adorned 
with  the  laurels  which  patience  and  forbearance  arc 
enabled  to  bind  upon  the  bsows  of  diplomatic  merit. 

While  thefe  important  tranfaftions  filled  the  moe 
extenfive  grafp  of  public  thought,  we  turn  tq  the  pro- 
gre^s  of  our  annals,  proportionally  important  in  their 
gradations,  to  the  welfare  of  the  focicty  which  we  cbc- 
rifli. 

William  Blizard,  efq.  from  his  increafing  profrA 
fional  engagements,  again  refigned  his  office  of  fur- 
gcon,  on  the  4th  of  February. 

The  pecuniary  affairs  of  the  Company  were  gra* 
dually  improving  under  the '  nunagement  of  its  re- 
fpedive  committees,  which  encouraged  them  to  nufe 
a  fiirth^r  |oan  of  400A  on  bonds,  fimilar  to  the  former, 
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which  wcro  taken  amongft  the  members  of  the  court  % 
all  cbefe  bonds  were  paid  off  by  lots,  at  divert  timess 
according  as  the  ftaie  of  the  Company's  finanpes  per- 
mitted. 

On  the  3d  of  March  the  court  eleded  Thomas 
JLuxmoore,  cfq.  to  fucceed  Mr.Bliz  ird;  and  on  the  9th 
(being  the  fad  day)  tbf  corps  marched  to  St,  Paul's 
cathedral* 

But  the  attention  of  the  court  was  now  called  to  th^ 
confideration  of  a  new  bill  introduced  into  parliament 
for  the  government  of  the  London  militia.  This  militia  1 
had  been  fubftituted  \n  1794,  and  had  virtually  fuper^ 
icded  the  ancient  force  of  the  city  called  the  trained 
bands.  The  ad  of  34  Geo.  III.  c.  8 1,  had  aboIiOied 
the  ancient  regulations,  and  eftabliflied  the  militia  of 
Londooj  under  prorifions  very  (imilar  to  thofe  of 
other  counties,  retaining  only  the  original  court  of 
lieutenancy^  and  limiting  their  lervice  to  five  years, 
&c.  Some  further  proviQons  were  made  by  another 
zQty  in  1 795,  25  Geo.  IlL  c*  27 1  both  which  adts  it 
was  now  propofed  to  repeal,  in  order  that  they  might 
be  amended  and  confolidated.  The  preamble  of  theff 
two  bills  fpeak  of  intended  regi4ations  for  the  militia 
of  London,  but  do  t^ot  refer  to  the  ancient  trained 
bands.  The  preamble  of  the  new  bill  ftated,  that 
ibme  of  thofe  regulations  had  been  found  defedtive^ 
and  that  other  powers  had  become  neceflary  for  the 
regulating  the  trained  bands,  or  militia  of  London ; 
and  a  claufc  was  inlerted,  which  declared  this  milltiia 
to  be  a  regulation  or  amendment  of  the  trained  band^. 
It  appeared  to  the  Company^  that  it  was  designed  by 
the  framers  of  this  bill,  that  the  introdu6)ion  of  tl^ 
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name  of  the  trained  bands,  which  had  not  been  men- 
tioned in  the  twoTormei  ftatUtes^wa^for  no  other  purpofe 
than  to  give  the  new 'militia  the  unrcftrained  occupa- 
tion of  the  Artillery  Ground  and  prerrifes,  under  the 
provifions  of  the  city's  leafe,  for  permitting  the  t-^.  ined 
bands  to  be  trained  and  muftered  there,  although  the 
militia  was  a  force  eftablilhed  by  parliament,  upon  the 
fame  plan  as  thofe  of  other  counties,  and  upon  a 
very  different  fyftem  to  the  ancient  military  bands  of 
the  city* 

•  The  court,  therefore,  prelented  a  memorial  to  the 
Houfeof  Commons  on  the  17  th  of  March,  praying 
to  be  heard  by  counfel,  and  that  a  fufficient  proviGon 
might  be  introduced  to  protedl  the  rights  of  the  Ar- 
tillery Company.   It  ftated,  ' 

That  a  bill  was  then  depending  in  the  honour- 
able Houfe  of  Commons  for  amending  and  reducing: 
into  one  aft  of  parliament  the  two  feveral  acts  for  re- 
gulating the  militia  of  the  city  of  London,  in  which 
was  introduced,'  for  the  firft.time,  a  claufe,  declaring 
the  faid  militia  to  be  an  amendment  or  regulation  of 
the  ancient  trained  bands  of  the  city,  and  enafting 
that  the  faid  militia  fliould  pofiefs  and  enjoy  all  and 
lingular  the  rights  and  privileges  which  were  poffcffcd 
and  enjoyed  by  the  ancient  trained  bands  of  the  city 
of  London. 

That  the  avowed  intent  of  this  claufe  was  to 
put  the  militia  in  poffeffion  of  the  armoury-houfc  and 
groufid  belonging-  to  the  Artillery  .Company^  which 
they  had  poffcffed  and  enjoyed  fincc  the  year  164c, 
■without  any  interruption,  under  a  leafc  renewable  for 
ever  from  the  corporation  of  London. 

That 
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That  in'  the  Icafcs  granted  to  them  by  the  city  of 
London,  there  was  a  claufc,  rcfcrving  to  the  cap- 
tains of  the  trained  bands  and  their  companies  free 
liberty  of  ingrcfs,  egrefs,  and  regrefs,  into  and  out  of 
the  Artillery  Ground,  for  the  purpofe  of  muftcrin^ 
training,  and  exercifing  the  trained  bands. 

That  the  liberty  thus  referved  had  occafionally 
been^xercifed ;  but  from  the  nature  of  that  corps  it 
had  feldom  occurred  oftener  than  fix  t  mes  in  the 
courfe  of  every  three  years,  which  had  very  little 
interfered  with  the  exercife  and  duties  of  the  Artil- 
kry  Company  5  but  th:it  it  was  the  evident  defign  of 
^thc  militia,  if  the  propofed  claufe  ihould  pafs,  to 
make  fuch  conftant  ufe  of  the  Ground  as  would  make 
it  impoflible  for  the  Artillery  Company  to  continue 
their  military  funftions,  and  would  tend  to  the  total 
annihilation  of  the  corps. 

That  the  Artillery  Company  was  the  moft  ancient 
volunteer  corps  in  Great  Britain ;  was  entirely  com- 
pofcd  of  re  *pe6table  inhabitants  rcfident  in  the  metro- 
polis, clothed  and  armed  without  any  ex penfe  to  the 
public  ;  and  had  invariably  exerted  themfelves  in  the 
fupport  of  government,  and  in  aid  of  the  civil  power,  - 
of  which  they  had  given  repeated  proofs. 

And  that  the  Artillery  Company  had  fubfifted  in  its 
prefcnt  form  from  the  reign  ot  King  James  the  Firft, 
having  befenfanc^tioned  by  many  royal  warrants,  granted  . 
by  their  fovereigns,  and  by  his  prefent  majefty,  who 
under  his  royal  fign  manual  declared  his  Royal  High- 
ncfe  the  Prince  of  Wales  captain-general. 

The 
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The  Houfe  of  Commons,  on  the  18th,  granted  the 
prayer  of  this  petirion,  that  the  Company  might  be 
heard  by  counfel  \  and  accordingly  a  committee  at- 
tended on  Monday  the  21  ft,  with  Mr.  Graham  as 
their  counfel,  and  the  fecretary  with  the  Company's 
writings  and  documents  \  but  on  a  motion  of  Mr. 
Secretary  Dundas,  the  commitment  of  the  bill  was 
poftponed  till  the  1 1th  of  April* 

In  the  mean  time  the  committee  prefented  a  fimHar 
memorial  to  the  Duke  of  Portland,  praying  his 
grace's  confideration  s  trufting  that  they  might  look 
up  to  government  for  proteQion  to  prevent  their  being 
deprived  of,  or  fuffering  any  encroachment  on,  their 
rights  and  privileges  by  the  depending  bill. 

They  likewife  addreffed  the  Prince  of  Wales  as 
their  captain-general,  whom  they  defired  to  approach 
with  the  profoundeft  fentiments  of  dutiful  and  loyal 
attachme^t,  exprei&ng  the  high  fenfe  they  entertained 
of  the  honour  conferred  on  them  by  his  majefty, 
in  having  declared  his  highnefs  to  be  their  captain- 
general,  and  praying  for  the  continuance  of  ^his  higb- 
nefs's  favour  and  proteftion,  in  preventing  their  rights 
and  privileges  from  being  infringed  by  the  prefent 
bill.. 

The  prince  was  gracioufly  pleafed  to  (ignify  his 
readmefs  to  receive  a  deputation  from  the  Company, 
and  defired  that  their  wiflies  might  be  delivered  to  him 
in  writing ;  they  therefore  prepared  a  fecond  memorial 
as  follows :, 
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To  his  Royal  'Highness 

6E0RGE-AUGUSTUS-FREDERICK> 

PriDoe  of  Wales,  &c,  &c.  &c. 

Captain-General  of  the  Honourable  Artillery  Company. 

Wi  your  royal  highnefs's  moft  dutiful  and  loyal  fcr-^ 
nrants^  the  court  of  afliflaiits  of  the  Artillery  Company  of  Lon- 
doD^  on  behalf  of  ourfelyes  and  the  other  members  of  the  laid 
Company^  beg  leave  to  approach  your  royal  highnefs  with  the 
snoU  fiacere  and  refpefiful  veneration  for  your  royal  higfanefs'4 
perfon^  and  with  the  moft  fervent  wilhes  fbr  your  healths  a»nd  that 
of  your  royal  confort  and  family. 

Happy  as  we  feel  ourfelves  in  the  high  honour  of  having  your 
royal  highnefs  as  captain-general  of  our  corps,  we  have  felt  it  our 
dttty»  in  a  late  memorial,  humUy  to  lay  before  your  royal  hxgh-^ 
nefs  the  grievance  with  which  we  are  threatened  by  a  claufe  in  a 
bill  now  before  the  hon.  the  Houfe  of  CommonSi  for  the  better 
regulation  of  the  London  miUtia.  \ 

We  beg  leave  again  to  fubmit  to  the  conlideration  of  your  royal 
li^hnefs,  at  an  avowed  and  certain  fa6^,  that  the  fole  obje£l  of  the 
claufe  is  to  give  to  the  London  militia  a  claim  which,  they  are 
Gonfciousy  they  do  not  poflefs  by  the  ezifling  laws,  to  the  occu* 
.  pancy  of  the  Artillery  Ground,  the  effed  of  which«  if  carried 
into  execution^  would  be  to  exclude  the  Artillery  Company  from 
their  place  of  exercife,  and  thereby  oblige  them  to  difcontinue 
their  military  funAions^  which  would  tend  virtually  to  the  annihi* 
lation  of  the  corps. 

We  prefame  to  ftate  to  your  royal  highnefs,  that  by  the  ada 
paffed  in  the  laft  and  preceding  feffions,  the  London  militia 
thereby  eftabliflied  is  a  corps  totally  different  and  diftindb  from  the 
ancient  trained  bands  of  the  city  of  London,  and  that  the  latter 
arc  not  done  away  either  by  thofe  a£ta  or  by  the  prefent  bill,  but 
may,  on  the  contrary,  on  any  emergency,  be  called  and  claim 
their  right  of  ezercife  in  the  Artillery  Ground,  and  that  tfo  reafon 
is  affighed  in  the  prefent  bill  for  giving  to  the  new  militia  tiie  rights 
and  privileges  which  belonged  to  the  trained  bands,  and  are  only 
appropriate  to  fnch  a  corps* 

We  therefore  humbly  pray  that  your  royal  highnefs  will  be 
gracioufly  pleafcd  to  extend  your  protcAion  to  your  ArcilUiy  Com- 
pany, 
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pany,  and  to  obtain  fuch  modification  of  the  bill  a«  wfll  fecnrc  t# 
them  the  fame  undifturbed  polfefFion  of  their  grounds  and  premifes 
which  they  have  enjoyed  for  upwaids  of  1 50  years. 

By  Order  of  the  Court, 

,     Armcry-houfe,  WM.  WHITE,  Secretary. 

d4th  March    1796. 

The  colonel  and  three  other  gentlemen  prefented  this 
addrefs  on  the  28th,  and  the  fecretary  attended  with 
the  Vellum  Book,  in  which  his  highnefs  wrote  his 
name,  date,  and  office ;  he  made  feveral  minute"  in- 
quiries relative  to  the  ftate  of  the  Company's  affairs, 
and  its  original  right  to  the  Ground  in  queftion  ;  and 
being  fatisfied  of  the  claim  as  -flited  to  hiqi,  promifed 
his  interefl  with  government  to  prevent  aiiy  encroach- 
ment. 

His  highnefs  immediately  fent  Mr.  Tyrw^hit,  his 
priv£[te  fecretary,  to  the  Duke  of  Portland,  and  foon 
after  wrote  to  the  colonel  by  his  highnefs's  command, 
that  he  had  "  the  fatisfadion  to  inform  him  that  there 
was  the  ftrongeft  reafon  to  imagine  that  the  bill,  in  its 
prefent  form,  would  not  pafs  into  a  law.'*  His  high- 
nefs further  defired  to  affure  the  colond.  That  "  he 
Ihould  not  fee  with  indifference  any  attejnpt  made  to 
encroach  on  the  privileges  of  fo  refpedlable  a  body  as 
the  Artillery  Company,  and  that  upon  this,  as  well  as 
every  other  occafion,  he  fhould  be  happy  to  lend  his 
fuppo^^  for  their  proteftion.** 

Th4  Company's  committee  attended  the  Houfe  of 
Comfnons  on  the  11th  of  April,  to  which  day  the 
commitment  of  the  bill  ftood  adjourned  ;  when  a  con- 
ciliatory overture  was  made,  on  the  part  of  the  com- 
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miflioners  of  lieutenancy,  to  introduce  a  claufe  to  fave 
the  rights  of  the  Company,  to  which  the  committee 
confented  j  and  it  was  agreed  that  the  drawing  of 
fuch  a  claufe  fKould  be  left  to  the  counfel  and  folici* 
tors  on  both  fides,  to  be  approved  by  the  law  officers 
of  the  corporation ;  and  that  to  allow  time  to  adjuft 
it,  the  houfe  fhould  be  moved  to  adjourn  the  report  to 
^uefday  the  19th ;  which  motion  was  accordingly 
made  by  Mr.  Pi//,  on  the  ground  that  his  majefty'^ 
miniflers  had  not  yet  had  time  to  look  into  the 
fubjed. 

In  the  mean  time  Sir  fFatkin'LnveSj  in  conjundion 
with  the  lord  mayor  and  Mr.  Lufibinglonj  propofed  a 
conference  between  the  committee  of-  the  Company, 
and  a  like  number  of  gentlepien  of  the  lieutenancy  and 
common  council,  in  order  to  come  to  fuch  an  adjuft* 
ment  of  the  affair  as  to  prevei^t  any  difpute  between 
the  citizens  of  London  in  parliament ;  to  which  the 
Company  affented  ;  and,  to  (how  its  readinefs  to  meet 
every  meafure  which  could  tend  towards  an  amicable  ad- 
juftment,  the  committee  attended  at  the  Ho^fe  of  Com* 
mens,  on  the  15th,  at  an  early  hour,  when  SirW. 
Lewes  informed  them,  that  the  committee  of  the  cor- 
poradon  of  London  had  come  to  an  unanimous  refo- 
lution  not  to  enter  into  any  treaty  with  the  Company. 

On  the  1 9th,  in  confequence  of  a  letter  from  Mr. 
Pitt  to  Sir  Watkin  Lewes,  expreffing  his  wifli  that  the 
London  militia  bill  might  be  deferred  until  the  next 
v^eek,  SirWatkinLewes  accordingly  moved  the  adjourn- 
ment of  it  to  Tuefday,  26th  April ;  and  Mr.  Pitt,  in  his 
letter,  having  defired  an  interview  with  fome  of  the  com- 
mittee of  the  corporation  and  lieutenancy,  on  the  Fri- 
day 
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day  following,  at. his  hbufe  in  Downing-ftreet,  die 
committee  of  the  Company  thought  it  expedient  to 
requeft  the  colonel  to  folicit  an  interview  alfo  with  Mr. 
Pitt,  to  counteraS  any  impreflion  that  might  be  made 
on  his  mind  to  the  prejudice  of  theCompany  by  the  com* 
mittee  o^  the  corporation  and  lieutenancy.  Accordingly, 
on  Tuefday,  April  25th,  the  committee  attended  again 
at  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  when  the  colonel  acquainted 
them  that  he  had  had  a  conference  on  that  day  in  Down- 
ing.ftreet  with  Mr.  Pitt  and  Mr.  Dundas ;  that  Mr. 
Pitt  expreffed  himfelf  very  defirous  the  difference  be- 
tween the  militia  and  the  Company  might  be  adjufted, 
and  that  the  Ardllery  Company  would  not  preJs  for 
counfel  to  be  heard  againft  the  bill,  nor  give  any  fur- 
ther oppofition  to  it,  but  that  there  ihould  be  an  ho- 
nourable underftanding  between  all  the  parties ;  that 
the  London  militia  would  conlider  five  days  in  the 
week  (including  Sundays)  a  very  fufficient  accommo- 
dation, and  he  thought  the  Artillery  Company  might 
agree  to  it  without  any  material  kiconvenience  to  them- 
felves ;  that  government  wifhed  the  bill  fhould  pals  in 
its  prefent  form,  and  it  was  their  intention  to  have  the 
London  militia  embodied  as  foon  as  pofiible.     Hie 
colonel  then  propofed  that  a  claufe  fhould  be  inferted 
in  the  bill  to  fave  the  Company's  rights;  but  Mr.  Pitt 
and  Mr.  Dundas  profefled  the  utmoft  reliance  on  the 
difpofition  of  the  court  of  common  council  and  the 
tourt  of  lieutenancy  to  pay  re^ed  to  the  Artillery 
Company,  and  wifhed  that  a  public  bill  of  fuch  im-^ 
portance,  as  they  conceived  the  prefent  bill  to  be, 
fhould  not  be  clogged  with  any  claufe  refpeding  pri- 
vate rights. 

The 
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The  committee  feeing  from  the  tolonel's  report  th^ 
minifter's  difpofition,  and  that  it  was  not  probable  the 
Houfe  of  Ck)mmons  would  hear  counfel  on  behalf  of 
the  Company,  judged  it  expedient  to  wave  for  the  pre- 
fent  the  Company's  oppofition  to  the  bill,  in  confi- 
deration  of  the  committee  of  the  corporation  of  Lon- 
don having  pledged  themfelves  that  the  common  coun« 
dl  ihould  enter  into  an  engagement,  binding  them« 
felves  by  a  refolution,  that  if  matters  could  not  be  ami* 
cably  adjufted,  this  ad:  fhould  not  be  pleaded  in  pre- 
judice of  any  of  the  rights  of  any  of  the  parties,  at  law 
or  in  equity« 

As  a  court  of  common  council  was  to  be  held  on 
Thurfday  the  5th  of  May,  at  which  this  refohition  was 
^Kpe&ed  to  pafs,  the  lord  mayor,  as  prefident  of 
the  Company,  ordered  a  fpccial  court  to  be  called,  to 
be  made  acquainted  with  aU  thefe  proceedings* 

The  court,  after  maturely  coniidering  them,  direded 
thdr  Special  committee  to  call  upon  the  committee  of 
the  corporation  of  London,  and  the  conumttee  of  the 
court  of  lieutenancy,  to  know  the  precife  acconunoda* 
lion  that  is  wiflied  for  thq  militia  of  the  city  of  London^ 
amd  report  the  fame  to  that  court. 

The  ))iU  accordingly  paiTed,  with  the  clau&s  as  ori- 
ginally framed,  viz.  f.  61,  that  the  acl  ihould  not  pre- 
judice any  of  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the  city  of 
London,  either  by  prefcription,  ftatute,  charter,  or 
ttiage ;  and.  f.  62,  that  '^  whereas  the  faid  militia  be- 
ing an  amendment  or  regulation  of  the  ancient  trained 
bMids  of  the  city  of  London,  it  enacted,  that  the 
faid  militia  ihould  poffeis  and  enjoy  all  and  fmgular  the 
i^hts  and  privileges  which  were  poifefied  and  enjoyed 

bv 
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by  the  ancient  trained  bands  of  the  city  of  London, 
and  which  were  not  varied,  altered,  or  taken  away  by 
this  aft/*     The  bill  finally  received  the  royal  affent  on 
the  14th  of  May  1796,  36  Geo.  III.  c.  92. 
'   The  relpeftive    committees  met  at  Guildhall   on 
aoth  of  June,  when  the  court  of  lieutenancy  required  • 
the  ufe  of  the  Artillery  Ground  for  the  London  mititia 
five  days  in  a  week,  Sunday  included,  and  free  accels 
on  thofe  five  days  to  the  groimd,  and  fuch  part  of  the 
annoury-houfe  as  fhould  be  hereafter  appointed,  and 
alfo  for  twenty-eight  fucceffive  days  once  a  year.    The 
committee  for  the  Company  referred  the  committee  of 
the  corporation  to  certain  propofitioiis  for  an  amicable 
^djuftment  of  this  bufinefs,  which  had  been  made  by 
the  Artillery  Company  to  the  court  of  lieutenancy  in 
the  preceding  year,  a  copy  of  which  had  been  given 
to  the  committee  of  the  corporation  by  them  at  their 
laft  meeting,  as  the  bafis  of  any  future  arrangement, 
and  upon  the  fubftance  or  particulars  of  which  they 
expefted  the  conference  was  intended ;  but  the  com- 
mittee of  the  corporation  declined  entering  into  the 
confideration  of  what  had  already  paffed  between  the 
court  of  lieutenancy  and  the  Artillery  Company,  or 
the  terms  and  ftipulations  which  the  committee  were 
obferving  would  be  neceffary^o  be  particularized  be- 
fore the  militis^  could  be  permitted  to  enter  the  ground, 
and  expreffed  a  defire  to  know  whether  the  Artillery 
Company  would  grant  the  accommodation  now  re- 
quired ;  to  which  the  committee  replied,  they  codld 
not  recommend  to  thi$  court  to  give  up  more  than 
four  days  in  the  week,  Sunday  included  ;  but  added, 
that  they  woi^d  lay  fuch  requifition  before  their  court, 

and 
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and  tranfinit  the  anfwer  to  the  committee  of  the  coK 
poratioix  at  their  next  meeting,  ^ich  vv:a8  fixed  for  the 
following  week. 

In  the  further  pfogrefs  of  this  conference,  the 
committee  were  given  to  \mderftand  that  the  com*" 
tnittee  of  the  corporation  made  the  before-mentioned 
requifition,  as  and  in  the  nature  of  an  absolute  de« 
joand,  and  did  infifl  upon  it  as  a  matter  of  right ;  the 
quefticHi  of  which  right  they  would  not  give  Up,  or 
even  for  the  prefent  wave,  or  accept  the  accommoda- 
tion as  a  favour,  on  any  confideration  whatfoever } 
and  that  the  London  militia  would  expe£t  to  have 
the  full  ufe  of  the  armoury-boufe,  as  well  as  the 
ground,  as  they  fliould  wai^t  it  for  a  depofit  of  arms 
and  (lores,  and  for  other  purpofes.  To  which  the 
committee,  one  and  all,  denied  the  right  fo  claimed 
by  the  committee  of  the  corporation,  yet  declared  their 
readinefs  to  leave  open  the  queflion  of  right  .upon  the 
prefent  occafion,  if  any  amicable  accommodation  could 
be  arranged,  otherwife  that  the  Artillery  Company 
were  qow  xeady  to  n^eet  that  queftion  in  regular  courfe 
of  law  in  any  court  of  competent  jurifdi£tion ;  and  as 
to  making  the  armoury-houfe  a  dep6t  for  arms  and 
ftoresy  the  committee  knowing  that  to  be  contrary  to 
an  exprefs  rule  of  the  Artillery-  Company,  declared 
that  it  could,  on  no  account,  be  admitted* 

A  few  hours  after  the  abovQ^mcntioned  conference^ 
the  foUov^mg  paper  was  fent  by  the  committee  of  the 
corporation  to  the  committee  of  the  Company,  con- 
taining the  fubftance  of  the  faid  requifition  on  the  part 
of  the  corporation  conin^ttee  :•— 

a  H  n 
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Wednefdty,  the  22  June  1796- 

To  conftder  tht  Dr^ts  of  a  BUI  for  amcndi/tg  and  reducing  into  qst 
JR  of  Parliament  thefcveral  ABi^  C5*tf,  for  the  better  ordering  of  the 
Militia  of  thi  Ciiy  of  London, 

*^  An  abftra^  of  the  correfpondence  between  the  court  of  lieu- 
tenancy and  the  Honourable  Artillery  Company  was  ,rcad,  ftatiDg 
the  readinefs  of  the  latter  to  accommodate  the  London  militia 
with  the  ufe  of  the  ground^the  hall  and  room  adjoining^  on  Satnr* 
(days^  Sundays,  Mondays,  and  Tuefdays,  except  on  the  ai^xMoled 
iield'days  of  the  Company.  Mr.  Wilfon,  on  behalf  of  the  cob*- 
miffionerB^  dated,  that  it  was  the  wifh  that  the  ufe  of  the  ground 
ihould  be  amicably  adjufted  5  that  if  five  days  in  the  week  were 
allotted  to  the  mih'tia,  it  would  be  highly  fatis&dlory^  indudiog 
Sunday  as  one  of  them,  and  that  the  two  days  for  the  Compaof, 
it  was  the  commiflioners  defire,  (hould  be  fixed  upon  by  them, 
thdt  they  may  be  fuch  as.  will  prove  moft  agreeable  and  cootc- 
nient  to  the  Company ;  that  they  wiHi  to  have  free  accels  00 
thofe  five  days  to  the  ground^  and  fuch  parts  of  the  armoary- 
houfe  as  (hall  be  hereafter  appointed,  and  for  twenty-height  foc- 
ceifive  days,  once  a  year,  agreeably  to  the  diredions  of  the  ad  of 
paliament. 

«  RIX." 

Notwithftanding  the  repeated  offers,  puifuant  to 
their  inftruftions  to  grant  to  the  city  militia  every 
accommodation  that  the  ancient  trained  bands  had  at 
any  time  enjoyed,  or  could,  in  their  opinion,  have  re- 
quired, the  committee  faw  with  regret  that  thane  ^^ 
but  little  probability  of  an  amicable  arrangement  taking 
place  for  the  accommodation  of  the  city  militia  in  the 
Artillery  Ground,  in  confequence  of  the  extenfive  de- 
mands made  on  the  Company,  and  for  the  fbUoixJDg 
among  other  reafons : 

Firft,  Becaufe,  confidering  the  requifition  of  the 
committee  of  the  corporation  as  explained  at  the  con- 
ference 
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ference  to  be  a  claim  of  right,  and  not  the  requeft  of  a 
favour,  a  compliance  therewith  by  the  court  would 
amount  to  a  dereliction  of  the  rights,  privileges,  and 
immunities  of  the  Artillery  Company,  and  an  extent 
to  which  the  committee  conceived  that  the  court,  as 
the  appointed  guardians  and  truftees  of  and  for  the 
whole  Artillery  Company,  could  not  be  jullified  in 
going. 

Secondly,  Becaufe,  independent  of  the  queftion 
of  right,  the  faid  requifition  in  its  extent  would  amouat 
to  a  total  exclufion  of  the  Artillery  Company  itfelf 
from  the  poffeflion,  as  well  as  the  ufe,  not  only  of  the 
ground  for  their  military  purpofes,  but  alfo  of  the  ar- 
moury-houfe  for  the  meeting  of  the  court  of  affiftants, 
and  other  the  civil  concerns  of  the  Company  :  whereas 
it  was  not,  nor  could  have  been,  in  the  contempla- 
tion of  either  party,  at  the  time  of  granting  the  leafeof 
the  Artillery  Ground  and  premifes  by  the  corporation 
of  the  city  London  to  the  Artillery  Company,  and 
ought  not  then  to  be  required  that  the  leffeesfhould  ever, 
during  the  term,  at  any  one  time,  be  wholly  deprived, 
of  the. ufe  and  enjoyment  thereof,  even  for  a  fmgle 
hour,  much  lefe  of  the  abfolute  poffeflion  for  fuch  an 
unreafonable  time  as  five  days  in  a  week,  and  twenty- 
eight  days  fucceflively  once  a  year ;  but  that  the  ut- 
moft  extent  of  accommodation  for  the  ancient  trained 
bands  intended  by  either  party,  and  juftifiable  upon 
principles  of  common  underftanding,  and  rules  of  right, 
was  only  at  any  time  to  admit  into  the  ground,  for  the 
purpofe  of  being. trained  to  the  ufe  of  arms,  fuoh  a 
number  of  the  ancient  trained  bands  as  woulu  flill 
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leave  ample  room  for  the  members  of  the  Artillery 
Company  to  exercife  and  perform  their  military  and 
civil  functions  in  the  ground,  and  in  the  houfe,  with* 
out  moleilation  or  interruption. 

Thirdly,  Becaufe  the  laid  requifition  was  not  for 
the  introdudtion  of  fuch  a  limited  number  only  of  the 
city's  militia  to  exercife  in  the  Artillery  Ground  from 
the  morning  until  evening  of  particular  days,  as  might 
ftili  leave  room  and  accommodation  for  the  members 
of  the  Artillery  Company  themfelves  to  exercife  and 
perform  their  military  and  civil  funftions  on  the  lame 
day,  if  they  faw  fit,  biit  was  couched  in  general 
terms,  which  might  be  conftrued  to  extend  to  fuch  a 
number  of  the  militia  as  would  occupy  the  whole 
ground ;  and  this  conftrudtioli  feemed  the  more,  by  die 
following  expreffion  in  the  faid  requifition,  or  demand, 
of  "  free  accefs  to  the  ground  and  houfe*'  on  the 
days  therein  mentioned. 

Fourthly,  Becaufe  the  Artillery  Ground,  as  lately 
reduced  in  fize  for  the  accommodation  and  improve- 
ment of  the  city's  eftates  in  the  vicinity  of  Fin£bury» 
fquare,  is  found  by  experience  infuffident  to  form 
more  than  300  men,  fo  that  it  is  praftically  impoffible 
to  Exercife  with  convenience  half,  much  lefs  the  whole 
of  the  city's  militia,  taking  for  the  purpofe  even  the 
whole  of  the  Artillery  Ground  ;  and  therefore  as  the 
court  of  lieutenancy  mufl:  of  neceffity  procure  fome 
other  place  for  a  part  of  their  militia  to  be  trained  and 
exercifedy  it  was  conceived  that  they  might  procure  a 
plaqp  at  once  fufficient  for  the  whole  together,  the  ad- 
vantages of  which,  to  both  officers  and  men,  muft  be 

fuiS. 


CH.  xn,  Geo.  IIL^^An.  1796.  469 

fufficiently  apparent ;  whereas  to  occupy  the  whole  of 
the  Artillery  Ground,  with  a  part  of  the  militia  only, 
would  be  doing  the  Artillery  Company  irreparable  in- 
jury without  rendering  the  corporation  of  the  city  any 
very  effenrial  fervice,  but  would  greatly  tend  to  difturb 
the  city,  and  lead  the  lower  clafs  of  people  from  their 
duty. 

Fifthly,  Becaufe  there  were  fields  and  places  around 
the  city  to  be  procured  within  the  diftance  limited  by 
the  ad,  of  fufficient  extent  and  convenience  for  the 
muftering,  training,  and  exercifing  the  city's  whole 
militia,  and  that  without  much  annoyance  to  the  city's 
more  refpeftable  inhabitants :  whereas  the  muftering, 
training,  and  drilling  a  large  body  of  recruits  in  the 
Artillery  Ground,  and  the  teaching  the  drums,  fifes, 
and  other  martial  mufic  every  day,  would  become  an 
infufferable  nuifance  to  the  furrounding  tenants,  both 
of  the  Artillery  Company,  and  the  corporation  of  the 
city,  particularly  as  the  rcipoctability  of  the  neighbour- 
hood of  the  Artillery  Ground  had  lately  fo  much  in- 
creafed  by  the  addition  of  the  city's  eftate  in  Finfbury- 
fquare  and  Artillery -place. 

Sixthly,  Becaufe  the  faid  requifirion,  as  explained 
at  the  conference,  goes  to  make  the  artillery-houfe  a 
depot  for  arms  and  ftores,  which  is  contrary  to  an  ex- 
prefs  order  of  the  court  of  afliftants,  and  which  order 
was  made,  upon  great  deliberation,  fi-om  full  convic- 
tion that  the  place  was  infufficient,  infecure,  and  al- 
together improper  for  fuch  a  purpofe,  and  becaufe,  in 
cafe  of  fudden  inteftine  commotion,  fuch  depofit  of 
arms  and  (lores  there  would  have  a  tendency  too  ob- 
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vioufly  fatal  to  the  repofe  of  this  city  to  need  further 
explanation. 

^Seventhly,  Becaufe  the  operation  of  the  faid  requi- 
fition  might  tend  to  exclude  the  members  of  the  Artil- 
lery Company  from  the  enjoyment  of  the  groimd  and 
armoury-houfe,  and  if  not  to  annihilate  the  Company 
altogether,  at  lead  to  fufpend  its  military  funftions,  or 
blend  it  in  one  undiflinguiftied  mafs  with  the  city's 
militia ;  forgetting  or  not  choofing  to  make  the  palpable 
difference  betwixt  men  who  are  to  be  paid  for  tempo- 
rary fervices  yet  to  be  performed,  and  a  volunteer 
corps  of  great  antiquity  and  honourable  diftinftions, 
tried,  fandioned,  and  approved,  -by  fucceeding  fo- 
vereigns  of  thefe  realms  to  the  prefent  day,  wRofe 
ranks  are  formed  of  gentlemen  of  charafter,  confe- 
quence,  and  property  in  the  city,  clothed,  armed, 
accoutred,  and  trained,  at  their  own  expenfe,  whofe 
grand  objefl:  is  to  be  ahvays  in  readinefs  to  join  in  fup- 
porting  the  civil  authority,  and  defending  the  metro- 
polis, and  whofe  fervices  in  this  refped:  to  their  fellow 
citizens,  it  cannot  be  deemed  arrogant  on  this  occafion 
to  remark,  have  been  too  many  and  too  recent  to 
afford  the  pretence  of  beihg  either  unknown  or  for- 
gotten. 

And,  laftly,  Becaufe  (the  utility  of  the  Artillery 
Company  being  allowed)  it  was  neceffary  to  promote 
and  preferve  a  good  underftanding  and  harmony  be- 
tween them  and  the  city's  militia,  fo  that  they  might, 
if  occafion  fhould  require,  cooperate  effeftually  in  the 
fervice  of  the  city,  which  it  is  found,  by  experience, 
would  be  beft  promoted  by  the  places  of  exercife  of 

each 
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each  corps  being  C^parate  and  apart,  fo  as  that  neither 
Ihould  have  the  opportunity  to  infringe  upon  the 
other,  and  fo  as  that  individuals  of  each  may  not  be 
placed  in  a  fituation  unintentionally  to  offend  or  give 
umbrage  to  each  other.  For  which  reafons,  and  others, 
the  committee  judged  that  the  Company  fhould  not 
accede  to  the  faid  requifitions  of  the  committee  of  the 
corporation  of  the  city  of  London. 

The  court  of  affiftants,  to  whom  a  full  report  of 
thefe  fentiments  and  proceedings  was  made  in  June, 
fully  agreed  therewith,  and  direfted  their  committee 
to  communicate  the  fame  to  the  corporation,  and  to 
hold  themfelves  in  readinefs  to  receive  any  other  pro- 
pofals  for  an  amicable  adjuftment,  or  to  defend  the 
rights  of  the  Company  at  law,  or  otherwife,  as  occafion 
fhould  require. 

In  this  flate,  the  fubjedt  was  fufFered  to  remain  un- 
til the  following  September,  when  the  corporation 
committee  reported  their  conferences  with  the  Com- 
pany's committee,  and  concluded  with  declaring, 

That  as  they  found  their  eameft  endeavours  to  ob- 
tain an  amicable  adjuftment  of  the  differences  fub- 
fifting  between  the  court  of  lieutenancy  and  the 
Artillery  Company  inv:ffe£Lual,  they  were  of  opinion, 
that  the  public  fervice  required  that  the  city's  militia 
fhould  have  free  accefs  to  and  immecKate  ufe  of  the 
faid  ground,  for  the  purpofe  of  muftcilng,  training, 
and  exercifmg,  arid  therefore  recommended,  that  the 
right  hon.  the  lord  mayor  fliould  be  reqiiefted  by 
the  court  of  common  council,  in  exercue  of  the 
power  vefted  in  his  lordfhip  by  the  l^^afes  of  the  Ar- 
tillery Ground,  to  obtain  th2  fame. 
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That  a  petition,  figned  by  feveral  inhabitants  of 
the  neighbourhood  of  the  Artillery  Ground,  was  then 
read,  fetting  forth,  that  they  heard  with  great  concern 
that  it  was  in  contemplation  to  allow  the  dty  militia 
to  be  muflered  and  ej^ercifed  in  the  Artillery  Groxmd, 
which,  if  carried  into  efFeft,  would  very  much  annoy 
and  interrupt  the  peace,  quiet,  and  comfort  of  the 
neighbourhood,  not  merely  by  the  noife  attendant  on 
military  operations,  but  alfo  by  its  attrading  the  idle 
^d  diffolute  rabble  of  the  metropolis  to  that  quarter ; 
by  which  the  refpedability  and  value  of  the  circum- 
jacent premifes  would  be  much  reduced.  They 
further  reprefented  that  large  ground^rents  were  paid, 
and  very  confiderable  fun^s  of  money  had  been  ex- 
pended in  improving  that  part  of  the,  city's  eftate,  in 
expeftation  and  con^dence  that  it  would  continue  to 
be  that  tranquil,  and,  in  fome  mcafurc,  retired  refi- 
dence  which  had  induced  many  refpec^able  inhabitants 
to  felefl:  it  for  their  abode.  That,  relying  on  the 
wifdom  and  honour  of  the  gourt  of  common  council, 
they  prayed  for  its  interference  to  prevent  fuch  an- 
noyance, which  would  otherwife  ultimately  be  very 
prejudicial  to  thofe  parts  of  the  city's  eftate.  The 
claufe  in  the  Company's  leafe,  r<?ferving  the  ufe  of 
the  Artillery  Ground  for  the  training,  exercifing„  and 
muftering  the  trained  bands,  and  that  the  lord  mayor, 
^  with  the  trained  bands,  fliculd  have  free  accefs  to  tlxe 
faid  ground,  was  read. 

After  which  it  was  propofed  that  the  court  fiiould 
agree  with  the  committee  in  their  faid  report.  An 
amendment  was  nioyed,  that  ^11  the  words  after  the 

word 
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word  "  that'*  be  left  out,  and  the  following  fubfti- 
tuted : 

**  This  court  are  of  opinion,  that  it  will  be  highly 
inexpedient  in  them  to  interfere  in  the  queftion  re- 
lative to  the  exercife  of  the  London  militia  in  the 
ground  upon  leafe  to  the  Artillery  Company,  from 
this  city  being  in  no  way,  as  a  corporation,  connefted 
with  the  accommodation  of  either  military  corps.** 

This  amendment  was  carried  by  a  majority ;  and, 
in  confequence  of  the  corporation  thus  declining  to 
interfere,  the  court  of  lieutenancy,  on  20th  Septem- 
ber, appointed  a  committee,  confifting  of  Colonel 
N.  Newnham,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Sir  John  Eamer, 
Randle  Jackfon,  and  William  Pitt,.efqrs.  and  requeiled 
a  further  conference  with  the  Company;  and  in  order  to 
prevent  the  public  fervice  from  fuftaining  any  further 
inconvenience,  they  propofed  to  accept  the  immediate 
ufe  of  the  Artillery  Ground  upon  the  terms  of  accom. 
modation  exprefled  in  the  Company's  anfwer  to  the 
former  propofal  of  the  corporation.  They  conceived 
that  this  mutual  arrangement  might  take  place  with- 
out affeQiing  or  drawing  into  difcuffion  any  queftion 
of  right  either  betv/een  the  corporation  of  London 
and  the  Artillery  Company,  or  between  the  latter  and 
the  court  of  lieutenancy  ;  and  that  the  Company  be- 
ing fully  apprifed  of  the  urgency  of  the  occafion,  would 
feel  the  neceffity  of  coming  to  an  immediate  decifion 
upon  the  application. 

The  Company  declined  any  acquiefcence  with  thefe 
overtures,  and  tranfmitted  copies  of  their  addrefs, 
which  had  been  circulated  in  1794,  explanatory  of  the 
nature  of  the  fociety,  to  each  of  the  aldermen  and 

members 
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members  of  the  common  council,  enclofed  in  the  foU 
lowing  letter : 

Armoury-houfcy  6th  06bber  179& 

The  court  of  affiftants  of  the  Hon.  Artillery  Compaof, 
in  behalf  of  that  body^  beg  leave  to  exprefs  their  fatisfadion  at  the 
determination  of  the  court  of  common  council^  on  the  15th  Sep- 
tember laft,  not  to  interfere  in  the  difference  between  the  London 
militia  and  the  Artillery  Company. 

The  infinuations  that  the  Company,  by  withholding  the  ufe  of 
the  Artillery  Ground  from  the  new  London  militia,  a£i  in  a  m^i- 
ner  prejudicial  to  the  public  fervice,  becaufe  they  could  not^  in  all 
this  lime,  find  any  other  fpot  within  a  (hort  diftance  of  the  metro* 
polis,  to  muder  and  train  their  nsen,  fcarcely  deferves  obfervatioo, 
efpecially  when  it  is  known  that  the  honourable  the  Eaft  India  com* 
pany,  who  have  fo  recently  determined  to  raifci  Irain^  and  arm  an 
equal  number  of  men,  are  now  in  treaty  for  a  piece  of  ground  of 
greater  extent  than  the  Artillery  Ground,  and'wiihin  five  minutes 
walk  of  that  place.  And  we  beg  leave  to  declare,  that  the  fland 
which  we  found  it  incumbent  to  make  to  the  demands  of  the  new 
London  militia,  did  not  arifc  firom  any  wifli  to  impede  the  orga- 
nization or  difciplining  of  that  corps,  but  from  a  convidion  that 
thofe  demands,  Lf  acceded  to,  would  operate  to  annihilate  the  Ar- 
tillery Company;  and,  in  ftruggling  for.its  ptefervation,  we  trud  we 
have  rendered  a  fervice  to  the  city  in  retaining  to  it  fo  valuable  an 
appendage. 

If  objeflions  are  made  to  the  paucity  of  our  numbers  on  pub- 
lic days,  it  (hould  not  be  forgotten  that  men  of  bufinefs  cannot  find 
it  practicable  always  to  attend  military  parade,  and  that  it  i.ever 
has  been  yet  found  in  cafes  of  real  emergency  or  calls  for  public 
let  vice,  that  our  mudcrs  have  been  few,  or  our  ilrength  10- 
efiiciait. 

No  pnins  have  been  fpared  by  the  Artillery  Company -to  roufe 
the  fpirit  of  their  fellow  citizens  to  join  them  in  the  public  fervice; 
for  t!)is  purpofe  the  enclofed  addrefs,  which  it  fubmitted  to  your 
pciufal^hai  been  freely  circulated. 

Wc 
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We  coniider  ourfdves,  in  our  military  capacity,  truftees  for  tha 
inhabftaDts  of  London,  and  ftcl  ourfclvea  bound  for  them  to  keep 
the  ground  unoccupied  by  any  other  mih'tary  corps^  and  open  to 
receive  them  whenever  they  may  choofe  to  a6^  in  the  volunteer  ranks 
of  the  Company,  or  muilcred  in  the  ancient  trained  bands  of  the 
city,  (hould  the  exigency^^of  the  times  render  the  aififtance  of  that 
body  neceffary. 

The  court  of  afliftants  beg  leave  mod  folemnly  to  aflure  the 
members  of  the  corporation,  that  they  have  the  mod  ardent  wiih 
not  to  violate  their  covenants,  but  to  maintain  and  perform  the 
engagements  on  their  part,  not  merely  according  to  the  ^n&.  legal 
interpretation,  but  according  to  the  true  fpirit  of  their  leafc.  With 
this  view  they  have  repeatedly  declined  to  accommodate  any 
other  military  corps  with  even  a  temporary  ufc  of  the  ground^  al- 
ways confidering  it  their  duty  to  avoid  as  much  as  pofiible  every 
thing  that  might  tend  to  annoy  the  refpediable  inhabitants  of  that 
part  of  the  cicy's  improved  eftate.  * 

By  Order  of  the  Court  of  Affiftants, 

WILLIAM  WHITE,  Secretary, 

The  court  of  lieutenancy  now  determined  to  bring 
the  fubjeft  to  a  ftrong  iffue,  by  ordering  the  grenadier 
company  of  their  two  regiments  to  march  to  the  Artil- 
lery  Ground,  andexercife  there,  on  the  29th  of  Oftober. 
The  colonel  of  the  Company  having  received  this  in- 
formation, immediately  affembled  the  court  of  affiftants, 
and  communi  rated  the  intention  of  the  London  militia 
thus  to  take  forcible  poffeffion  of  the  premifes ;  and 
having  firft  afcertained  the  truth  of  the  fa£t  from  the 
clerk  of  the  lieutenancy,  ordered  a  fpecial  court  to  be 
called  on  the  2Gth,  to  confider  of  the  meafures  proper 
to  be  taken  by  the  Company. 

On  the  fame  day,  the  truftees  for  the  Company  to 
whom  the  leafes  had  been  afligned,  were  fcrved  with 

two 
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two  notices,  one  figned  by  ^^  J.  T.  Jennings,  captain 
of  the  grenadier  company  of  the  eaft  regiment  of 
trained  bands  or  London  miKtia,*'  and  the  other  by 
"  Chriftian  C.  JPorter,  captain  of  the  grenadier  com- 
pany of  the  weft  regiment  of  trained  bands  or  Lon- 
don militia,"  informing,  "  that  they  fhould  attend  on 
Saturday  the  29th  inftant,  at  twelve  o'clock,  with  their 
companies,  at  the  eaft  gate  of  the  Artillery  Ground,  for 
the  purpofe  of  being  admitted  therein  for  muttering, 
training,  and  exerdfe  of  them,  at  which  time  they 
fliould  require  free  admiiSon  for  that  purpofe/' 

hi  confequence  of  theffe  notices  the  court  fummoned 
the  members  of  the  Company  to  attend  at  the  time 
fpecified,  completely  armed  and  accoutred,  urging 
them  not  to  fail  as  they  valued  the  dignity  and  welfare 
of  the  corps. 

The  battalion  was  ordered  to  be  put  under  the  com- 
mand of  the  field  officers,  and  that  they,  or  fuch  perfons 
as  theyfhould  dired, fhould, on  the  partof  theCompany, 
give  an  anfwer  to  Captain  Porter  and  Captain  Jennings, 
of  the.grenadier  companies  of  the  I^ondon  militia,  re- 
fpedively,  that  their  demand  of  being  admitted  into 
the  Artillery  Ground  could  not  be  complied  with. 

The  court  being  informed  that  in  tlie  bill  before  the 
honourable  the  Houfc  of  Commons,  for  railing  an  addi- 
tional militia,  no  exprefs  exemption  was  made  in  favour 
of  the  members  of  the  Artillery  Company,  ordered  an 
application  to  be  made  to  the  right  hon.  the  Lord 
Mayor,  prefident,  Mr.  Alderman  Lufliington,  vice- 
prefident,  and  Mr.  Alderman  Anderfon,  treafurer,  re- 
quefUng  that  they  would  ex'jrt  their  endeavours  to 

obtain 
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obtam  fuch  exemption  on  behalf  of  the  members  of 
this  Company  to  be  inferted  m  the  bill. 

Accordingly,  upon  the  affembly  of  the  battalion, 
on  the  morning  of  the  29th,  in  the  Ground,  under  the 
command  of  the  field  officers,  the  gates  were  all 
locked ;  and  Captain  Hooper,  with  the  grenadier  di- 
vifion,  was  ported  at  the  eaft  gate ;  Captain  Gibfon, 
with  the  light  infantry  divifion,  at  the  weft  gate ;  and 
Captain  Glennie,  with  the  fouth-eaft  and  fouth-weil  bat- 
talion divifions,  at  the fouth  gate ;  the otherbattalipn di- 
vifions  remaining,  as  a  referve,  with  the  field  officers  in 
the  front  of  the  annoury-houfe,  at  the  angles  of  which 
the  matrois  divifion  was  divided,  with  the  field  pieces. 

Between  twelve  and  one  o'clock  Captain  Jennings, 
of  the  eaft  regiment  of  London  militia,  with  his  fwcH-d 
drawn,  and  at  .the  head  of  a  party  of  military  men, 
with  bayonets  fixed,  and  drums  beating,  prefente4 
himfelf  at  the  eaft  gate  of  the  Artillery  Ground,  and 
demanded  of  the  fentinels  admittance  to  exercife  the 
London  militia,  or  trained  bands;  whereupon  Ser- 
geant Kidfton,  of  the  Artillery  Company,  was  fent  for, 
to  whom  Captain  Jennings  made  the  like  demand. 
The  fergeant  communicated  this  demand  to  his  cap- 
tain  (Hooper),  who  went  to  the  gate,  and  received  the 
demand.  Thefe  officers  having  exchanged  to  each 
other  their  names  and  rank,  Captain  Hooper  informed 
him,  that  his  demand  could  not  be  complied  with; 
and  that  fuch  were  his  orders  from  the  court  of 
affiftants  of  the  Artillery  Company. 

Captain  Porter,  of  the  weft  regiment,  then  came  to 
the  gate,  and  made  a  fimilar  demand ;  to  which  Cap- 
tain Hooper  repli(!d  in  the  fame  manner. 

Captain 
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Captain  Jennings  then  returned,  and  demanded  an 
anfwer  in  writing  of  the  fentinels ;  and  Captain  Hooper, 
being  again  fent  for,  replied,  that  to  a  verbal  demand 
a  verbal  anfwer  only  would  be  given ;  that  if  the  de- 
mand was  in  writing,  perhaps  they  might  receive  a 
written  anfwer. 

Captain  Porter  then  made  a  fecond  demand  of  en- 
trance; to  which  Captain  Hooper  replied,  that  an  an- 
fwer had  been  already  given. 

Both  parties  retired;  and  thus  the  purpofe  for 
which  the  members  had  been  alTembled  having  been 
effefted,  the  field  officers  difmiffed  the  battalion. 

Here  the  fubjed  refted  till  the  enfuing  ipring; 
which  affords  an  opportunity  of  noticing  fome  other 
matters  which  occurred  in  the  mean  time. 

On -the  4th  of  Auguft,  George  Wood,  efq.  pre- 
fented  a  gold  medallion  of  the  creft  of  the  captain- 
general,  raifed  in  gold,  encircled  by  a  garter  of  blue 
•  enamel,  with  the  motto  of  the  Company.  This  had 
been  worn  by  him,  as  mafter  of  the  ceremonies  of 
the  lad  ball  of  the  Company  j  and  was  now  pre^ 
fented  to  them,  as  a  diftinguifhing  ornament  to  be 
worn  by  the  mafter  of  ceremonies  of  any  future 
balls  of  the  Company.  The  court  received  this  favour 
with  grateful  thanks,  and  ordered  the  donor's  name  to 
be  engraved  upon  it. 

The  inhabitants  of  Tower-hill  preferred  a  memorial 
to  the  court,  on  the  18th  of  Auguft,  ftating,  that,  from 
the  great  number  of  idle  and  diffolute  perfons  conftantly 
infefting  that  place,  they  had  been  induced  to  adopt 
the  plan  of  enclofing  it ;  ^nd  as  the  fcite  of  it  be- 
longed to  the  conftable  of  the  Tower,  be  had  con 
^  fented 
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fentedonthepait  of  the  crovm,  provided  the  battalion 
on  duty  at  the  Tower  could  be  permitted  to  exercife  in 
die  Artillery  Ground.  The  court  was  obliged  to  re- 
turn the  fame  anfwer  which  they  had  given  already 
•to  fimilar  applications :  that  they  fhould  have  been 
happy  to  facilitate  the  plan  intended,  but  were  prohi- 
bited by  their  leafe,  and  had  beeti  obliged  to  deny 
the  fame  requeft  from  the  guards  at  the  Tower  in 
1749  and  1788. 

The  £aft  huiia  company,  having  determined  to 
raife  a  corps  of  600  volunteers.  Colonel  Le  Mefurier, 
who  was .  then  a  member  of  the  court,  of  direftors, 
wrote  to  the  court  of  aiEftjCnts  of  this  Company,  to 
affure  them  ^at  he  would  not  accept  any  commiffion 
in  it,  but  would  fteadily  adhere  to  his  refolution  of 
taking  no  other  military  fituation,  fo  long  as  he  had 
the  honour  to  be  acceptable  to  the  Artillery  Com- 
pany. The  court  expreffed  their  cordial  thanks  for 
this  proof  of  his  attachment.  _  A  folicitation  was  then 
offered  from  the  Eaft  India  company  for  permiflion  to 
mufter  their  corps  in  the  Ground ;  but  the  court  an- 
fwered,  that  they  faw  with  great  pleafure  the  loyal  and 
Ipirited  refolution  of  the  directors,  and  that  they  might 
be  affured  the  Artillery  Company  would  be  happy  to 
give  them  every  poffible  fupport  and  affiilunce,  in  their 
coUeftive  and  individual  capacity ;  but  were^  obliged 
to  decline  their  prefent  fequeil,  for  the  fame  reafons 
recently  given  to  the  inhabitants  ol*  Tower-hill. 

The  eleftion  of  officers  of  the  Company  took 
place  at  their  general  meeting  in  December,  when 
they  reeleded  all  the  fame  chiefs  and  field  officers, 
except  the  adjutant  j  for  which  poll  John  Furbor,  efq^. 

waSj 
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Dsras,  upon  a  ballot,  defted  by  46  againft  37,  for  the 
hxe  adjutant,  Stephen  Clark,  efq. 

The  bills  for  eftablifliing  the  cavalry  and  fupple- 
mentary  militia  were  now  in  agitation ;  and  a  depu- 
tation attended  the  minifter,  to  learn  Aether  it  was 
extended  to  introduce  any  exemption  in  fitvour  o£  this 
Company.  Thefe  a£ls,  37  Geo.  HI.  c.  3.  f.  18.  and 
c.  6.  f.  14.  do  not  exempt  the  Company  by  name ; 
but,  as  it  is  a  volunteer  corps,  the  exemption  attached 
upon  any  of  the  members  ^o  had  duly  entered  into 
it  before  the  26th  of  Oftober  1796.  Thefe  afts  re- 
cdved  the  royal  aflent  on  1 1th  Novanber*. 


SECTION  X. 

From  1797  to  1799. 

The  prefent  year  was  memorable  for  victory,  but  at 
the  fame  time  for  mutiny  in  the  fleet  at  the  Nore. 
The  defire  for  peace,  among  the  commercial  part  of 
the  nation,  was  expreffed  on  various  occafions,  and 
was  extended  even  to  a  few  addreffes  to  the  throne 
for  the  difraiflion  of  the  minifters,  as  a  means  to  ob- 
tain it.  In  the  mean  while,  the  Artillery  Company 
kept  its  fteady  courfe,  takmg  fuch  part  only  in  the 
public  affairs  as  the  natural  intereft  of  individuals  ufu- 
ally  excites,  and  as  their  duty  as  a  fociety,  formed 
for  cooperation  with  the  conftituted  authorities,  occa- 

•  CcuTtBgok. 
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fionally  demanded  j  and  to  ibew  that  they  were  fenfi- 
ble  of  the  duty  incumbent  on  all  good  citizens,  parti- 
cularly thofe  of  a  military  character,  to  aflbciate  in  de«* 
fence  of  the  country  againft  foreign  and  dameftic  £3es, 
they  tendered  their  fervices  to  the  Duke  of  Portland^ 
to  petfbrtn  fuch  militafy  duty  for  defence  of  the  me- 
tropolis as  the  fervice  of  the  country  required*  A  fi- 
tnilar  offer  was  made  to  the  lord  mayor,  and  a  guard 
at  the  armoury-houfe  was  ceeibabliihed  in  March.  The 
Duke  of  Portland,  whofe  polite  attention  to  the  Com* 
pany  wffl'  be  always  remembered  with  acknowledg-- 
ment,  returned  a  prompt  anfwer,  in  which  he  was 
pleafed  to  fay,  that  ^^  his  majefly's  confidential  fervants* 
were  ^ly  ienfible  of  the  former  fervices  of  this  very 
refpe£bble  corps^  a»  well  as  the  zeal  and  liberality  of 
their  piefent  oStr^  stod  defired  to  affure  them  of  the 
confidence  with  which  government  muft  always  rely 
upon  their  exertions,  whenever  the  interefts  of  the 
public  were  a,t  ftake." 

The  loid  mayor  aUb,'wkh  the  fame  attentive  promp- 
titude,' A^tS  •*  to  eatprefs  his  acknowledgments  for 
the  handfome  tender  of  their  fendces  to  the  public, 
and  thdr  flattering  expreflions  of  confidence  towards 
himfelf ;  and  to  aflure  the  court,  that  he  placed  full 
Confidence  in  them,  and  the  refpeftable  corps  they  re* 
prefented,  and  fhould  \>ezx  in  mind  that,  if  occafion 
for  protedion  from  the  military  fhould  occur,  he  had 
in  them  united  a  body  of  citizens  and  foldiers  on 
^hom  he  could  depend." 

The  following  public  addrefs  was  then  adopted 
ttpou  the  recomineAdatton  of  Mr.  Vandercom : 

a  I  HONOUR. 
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HONOURABLE  ARTILLERY  COMPANY.  , 

At  the  picfcnt  moft  important  crifis,  when  every  exertion  is 
necefTary  effedtually  to  relift  the  hoflile  and  infidious  attempts  of 
the  enemies  of  our  country,  the  court  of  afliilants  of  the  honour- 
able Artillery  Company  feel  a  lively  fatisfadion  at  the  eagcmefs  of 
the  fplrited  and  loyal  citizens  of  London,  to  become  enrolled 
,  among  its  members  ;  and  in  order  to  encourage,  as  well  as  to  carry 
into  tStGt,  this  laudable  ardour,  the  court  has  refolved  to  fit  every 
Thurfday,  or  oftener  if  neceffary,  at  the  armoury-houfe,  for  the 
adniiflion  of  members,  until  further  notice. 

•  This  Company  is  of  great  antiquity,  and  is  fandiohed  by  royal 
authority,  having  for  its  captain-general  his  royal  highncfs  the 
Prince  of  Wales,  and,  amongft  its  members,  the  lord  mayor  and 
aldermen  for  the  time  being.  Its  chief  objed  is,  the  tranquillity 
and  protedion  of  the  metropolis ;  for  which  purpofe  its  members 
are  always  ready  at  a  moment's  warning  to  aid  the  civil  power, 
and  render  their  affiftance  in  repelling  any  danger.  Its  advantages 
of  ground  for  military  purpofes,  in  the  very  centre  of  the  metro- 
polis, with  an  armonry*houfe  and  other  conveniences,  are  fuch  as 
no  other  volunteer  corps  in  any  other  part  of  the  kingdom  enjoys. 
It  chufes  its  own  officers,  from  amongft  its  body,  annually ;  and 
its  rules  and  regulations  are  entirely  of  its  own  forming.  The 
revenues  of  the  Company  are  appropriated  folely  to  the  difcharge 
of  its  expcQces.  The  battalion  is  divided  into  companies,  by  dif- 
trids,  according  to  the  relid^ce  of  its  members ;  fo  that  every 
gentleman  may  feel  additional  pleafure  and  confidence  in  ading  by 
the  fide  of  his  neighbour. 

The  circumftances  of  the  times  demand  extraordinary  exer- 
tions; and  the  court  of  afliftaott  eamettiy  invite  all  good  citizens, 
who  juftly  appreciate  the  enjoyment  which  religion,  reafon,  and 
the  laws  afford,  to  haden .  to  the  (landard  of  a  corps  that  offers 
efficient  and  conHitutional  fupport  in  all  cafes  of  emergency. 

The  Britifh  conftitutton  is  not  the  capricious  work  of  a  day* 
but  the  refult  of  wifdom,  matured  by  obfervations  upon  innume- 
rable events,  which  ages  only  could  evolve.  Let  the  fincerity  of 
men  who  profefs  to  hold  it  in  veneration  appear  in  rcadlnefs  cffcc* 

tually 
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tually  to  (land  forth  in  its  fupporty  and  in  the  defence  of  their 
king  and  country. 

By  Order  of  the  Court, 

Armoury. houfe,  WM.  WHITE,  Secretary. 

March  4, 1797, 

In  the  mean  time,  to  prevent  the  frequent  applica- 
tions made  for  the  ufe  of  the  premifes,  it  was  deter- 
mined, on  the  12th  of  January,  as  a  final  rule,  that 
no  other  ufe  of  the  armoury-houfe  and  ground,  ex- 
cept for  the  cuftomary  drills  and  field,  days,  fhould  be 
made  without  the  exprefs  permiffion  of  the  court  of 
afliftants;  and  fome  further  regulations  followed  in 
March,  whereby  no  perfon  under  the  height  of 
five  feet  three  inches  was  deemed  eligible  for  ad- 
miffion.  A  new  uniform  was  adopted,  and  helmets 
with  the  motto,  *^  ArmaPacis  fulcra,"  in  front,  inftead 
of  "  Hon.  Artillery  Corps,*'  were  direfted  for  the . 
whole  Company. 

The  oppofing  claims  of  the  Company,  and  of  the 
lieutenancy  to  the  Artillery  Ground  and  armoury- 
houfe,  or  rather  to  a  participation  in  the  ufe  of  them,. 
were  again  to  be  brought  forward  j  and  when  this 
campaign  opened  the  contending  parties  mufiered 
their  whole  ftrength  in  preparing  to  bring  this  in- 
terefting  conteft  to  a  final  iffue :  the  welfare  of  the 
Company,  and  almoft  its  exiftence  as  an  independent 
body,  were  the  flake  for  which  the  field  was  to  be 
taken;  the  militia  eidfted  by  legiflative  authority, 
greatly  favoured  by  the  expreffions  before  recited 
from  the  laft  ftatute,  with  the  advantage  of  being 
the  new  bom  and  adopted  child  of  the  corporation, 
with  compafl:  privileges  never  before  granted  to  the 
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trairied  bands,  from  TVhom  they  nottr  for  tfeb  ptlrfteft 
claimed  a  defcent. 

A  common  council  was  held  at  Guildhall,  on  Friday 
the  Sift  day  of  March,  at  which  the  lord  mayor  jm^ 
fenjted  a  letter  from  Ed^ward  Grofe  Smith,  efq.  contain- 
ing copies  of  the  cjueries  td  the  cafe  laid  before  Mr. 
Serjeant  Adair,  Sir  Johh  William  Rofe,  knight,  recofdef 
of  London,  arid  Randle  Jackfori,  efq.  on  the  feveral 
a£ls  for  better  regulating  the  London  mititia,  with 
their  opmions  thereon ;  wherein  they  agreed  that  the 
London  milida  was  to  be  confidered  as  an  ameiidmefit 
only  of  the  trained  bands,  arid  ^  fuch  edthled  to 
the  life  of  the  Artillery  Ground  for  their  training 
and  exerclfe,  afid  to  all  the  rights  and  privileges  of 
the  trained  bands  with  refped  to  the  fame,  and  that 
they  liiight  have  free  ingrefs,  egrefs,  and  regrefe,  at 
all  times,  limited  only  by  Ihe  difcretidn  of  the  com- 
miffioners,  to  be  expreffed  through  the  lord  mayor  oi' 
the  captains  of  the  faid  militia. 

After  a  long  debate  thereotl,  on  a  motion  made  by 
Mr.  Box,  and  feconded  by  Mt.  Samuel  Dixon,  it  vf^s're-' 
folved,  that  his  nlajefty's  commiffibners  of  Ueutenaiicy 
fliould  be  authorized  to  profecute  the  city*s  right  to 
the  Artillery  Ground,  for  and  on  behalf  of  the  city's 
militia,  for  the  purpofbs  of  mufteriilg  and  exertifin^^ 
the  fame,  in  the  name  of  the  city  of  London^  bat  at 
the  expenfe  and  charge  of  the  faid  commifEoil. 

In  cohfequeilce  of  this  ofder  the  trliftees  Wer^  fOoA 
afterwards  ferved  with  procels  frorti  the  court  of 
King's  Bench,  to  which  Mr.  Vahdercotn  received  the 
Company's  inftrudions  to  appear  as  their  attorney; 
4nd  the  fum  of  GOOL  was  raifed,  oil  the  80th  of  April, 
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by  boiulfi  of  50/.'  eacAi^  to  defray  the  iexpenfes  of  the 
fiiit.  The  quefUba  put  h^  iflue  was,  whether  the  new 
LoQiiDn  milftifl  <vas  or  urais  not  the  tiBmed  bands  di 
Ae  dty  of  Loodon^  to  whom  thfi  right  of  mufteriog 
m  the  Artillery  Ground  was  referved  fey  <he  leales  to 
the  Company.  The  cau&  was  tried,  on  the  S2d  of 
>;:  Jjkdy,  before Ijsrd  Kenyxm  and  a  fpecial  jury-;  when 
his  loidfhip  thought,  that  as  the  qu^eftion  put  in  iffiie 
was  a  matter  of  law,  it  ihould  foe  referred  for  the 
QpinioB  of  die  twebne  judges ;  a  ipeciai  cafe  was  thereir 
fare  ftalsd,  and  a  verbid  taken  iax  the  plainti&  with 
Qoaoifial  damages;  acid  k  was  re^ominended  that  thtf 
pBrdes  might  accommodate  m  the  mean  tkoe. 

In  the  isierval  of  thefe  praceedings  tibe  battaJioQ 
marehed  to  St.  I^u^ls  cathedral,  oi^  the  7th  of  May^ 
being  the  firfl:  {8asid^  in  Tem^ 

On  ihe  18th  of  May  the  ceremony  of  marriage 
was  pccformed  at  St.  James'^,  faetween  l^s  Hig)hne& 
Frederick* William,  hereditary  Prinoe  of  Wittsmberg 
Stutgiurd^  wkh  the  king's  eldeft  daughter,  Chariotta.i* 
Augufta-Matilda,  PiJAcefiB  Royal  of  £freat  Srkain,  m 
the  prefence  tdi  die  king  and  queen,  fUi  the  royal 
imStj^  and  ihe  rnqft  bnHiant  afiembiage  ^  nobility } 
T&KC  which  tfai^  left  town  for  Windfor  lodge ;  and 
oa  the^.ef  June  they  faikd  from  ^Har^ich  iox  Ger^ 
W^CX]^  The  tQwn  was  iHumanated  w  the  ev«mi^, 
and  a  part  of  the  battalion  of  the  Gomp^iy  was  affem« 
bled  to  ibe  in  iseadinefe  to  keep  the  peace,^  for  which 
they  i^eceived  a  very  handfome  4x9ftinMfiy  to  their 
flKrits  from  Brook  Watfon,  efq.  the  lord  mayor,  ac« 
companied  with  an  invitation  to  the  officers  to  dine  at 
the  Manfion-hou£^  on  the  5th  of  June  ^  but  this  being 
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the  king*s  birth-day,  they  could  not  difpenfe  with 
attending  upon  the  Company's  annual  meeting  :  and 
m  that  day  there  was  a  rumour  of  fome  public  meet« 
nags  of  a  fcditious  tendency,  which  alfo  occupied  the 
Company's  attention  on  duty. 
\  Many  new  members  were  admitted  at  this  time. 
:  On  the  2i8th  of  July  his  lordlhip  expreffed  his  hope 
that  the. Company  would  be  in  readinefs  to  aid  the 
civil  po^er,  if  any  difturharice  Ihould  arife  from 
a '  meeting  of  the  London  Correfponding  Society, 
agreeably  to. t^eif.advertifement,  in  a  field  near  the 
Veterinary  College,  to  pafe  an  addrefs  to  the  nadoo, 
and  a  remopilrance  to  the  king.  The  county  magif- 
tratesintertiupted  their  proceedings  by  arrefting  the 
principal  fpeakers,'  and  detaining  them  until  they 
found  bail.  The  Company  were. 'accordingly,  aflem- 
bled;'  a  fecond' offer  of  fervices  was  tendered  to 
the  lord  mayor  on  thfe  Sift,  and  they  continued  on 
duty  until  .five  o'clo'dk  in  theaitembon,  wlien  the 
city  niarftial  having  ^brought. the  report  of  tranquillity 
from  his  lordlhip j  the  battalion  TOSidifmiffed.  « 
;  His  lordfliip  reviewed  the  battalion  on  the  ISth  of 
Auguft,  and  took'  occafion  to*  exprefs,  in  the  front 
of  the  line,.  ^.^  hisfatisfadbfi  at  the  handfomei  manner 
in  which  ;they  had  diftingui&ed  themfelves,.'and  if  hk 
o^ion  as  a' military  man  could  be  depended  on,  they 
were  deferving  of  the  higheft  commendation  *.'* 

The  general  meeting  of  the  fociety  was  held  at  the 
armoury-hqwie, .  OB  the  6th  of  December,  for  the 
annual  elections ;  .which  were  declared  to  be  in  favour 
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x>i  the  fame  chiefs  and  officers  who  had  held  their 
pofts  laft  year:  Mr.-  Furbor  was  confirmed  in  the 
poft  of  adjutant,  Bllr.  Luxmoore  in  that  of  furgeon ^  and 
the  Rev.  Andrew  Hatt  was  chofen  chaplain. 

*^  The  thanks  of  the  court  were  expreffed  td 
Stephen  Clark,  efq.  for  his  long  and  zealous  fervices 
as -a  member  of  the  Company;  particularly  for  his 
able  and  unwearied  difcharge  of  the  duties  of  /his 
ftation  as  adjutant  of  the  corps,  which  he  had  hel(| 
with  the  greateft  reputation  to  himfelf  and  advantage 
to  the  battalion  for  many  years,  and  which  will  ever 
be  held  with  grateful  remembrance  by  the  Com- 
pany*." 

'  Government  having  appointed  the  I9tb  for  a  gene- 
ts thankfgiving  for  the  naval  viftories  obtained  over 
the  enemies  of  Great  Britain,  the  king  fignified  his 
intention  of  going  in  (late  to  St.  Paul's  cathedral. 
John  William  Anderfonj.efq.  M.  P.  the  lord  mayori 
and  treafurer  of  the  Company,  determined  that  the 
corps  fhould  enjoy  its  ancient  privilege  of  aftirg  as 
his  lord{hip*s  body  guard  from  .  the  Manfion-houfe  to 
the. Temple,  to  receive  his  majefty.and  the  royal 
family,  and  of  efcoiting  them  to  the  cJiurch;  the 
court  accordingly  acquainted  his  royal  highnefs  the 
captain  general  that  the  corps  would  bo  on  duty,  and 
intended  to  fall  into  the  proccfilon  iir:rcdiatcly  before 
his  highnefs's  carriage  ;  but  they  rcc.nvod  a  letter  in 
anfwcT,  on  the  IGth  of  December,  from  Mr.  Tyrwhit 
his  fecretary,  that  his  majefty  had  been  pleafed  to  dif- 
penfe  with  his  attendance,  as  the  arrangement  efla- 

.    •  Court  Rook,  L. 
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bliihed  by  government  for  Jiis  affaus  in  lulf  I!7d£, 
precluded  him  from  appearing  wtb  tbe  ftare  and 
dignity  indifpenfably  attached  to  the  qbam^ber  and 
perfon  of  the  heir  apparent  of  thefe  realms  on  all 
public. occaiion3 ;  and  that  it  was  with  great  regfet  his 
higbnefs  Ihduld  not  have  it  in  his  power  to  ^vail  \em^ 
felf  of  the  marked  and  flattering  attention  intrnded 
to  him  by  the  Company. 

iVU  the  uiual  directions  were  ^yen,  no  mcnw 
ber  fufFered  to  join  the  co^  who  was  npt  habited  in 
its  uniform,  and  every  precaution  w^  taken  to  ob* 
ferve  the  ftrifteft  punctuality  in  the  ordeps  of  the  day. 

In  confequence  of  a  previous  order  from  the  lord 
mayor,  the  battalion  marched  to  the  lyianiionrhoufe, 
at  eight  o'clock  on  the  19th;  and  on  his  lordifa^ 
taking  his  carriage,  they  moved  in  ppen  column  of 
f\ibdiviiions  before  the  procefTion  of  k>rd  mayor, 
flierifis,  and  deputation  of  coQimoa  council,  to  Tern* 
pie-bar,  where  they  drew  up  in  line,  eaftward  of 
Saint  Dunftan's  church;  the  line  extonded  down 
Fleet-ftreet,  in  which  pofxtion  the  Houies  of  Lords  and 
Commons,  and  alfo  their  Royal  Highnefles  the  Dukes 
of  York,  Clarence,  and  Gloucefter,  feverally  pa(&d  in 
their  front,  and  had  an  opportunity  of  judging  of 
their  (Irength  and  difcipline  by  their  appearance.  On 
the  king's  approach  they  formed  into  an  open  caluran 
of  companies,  and  in  that  order  preceded  the  royal  pro* 
ceflion  to  St,  Paul's  (the  carriages  with  the  houfehold 
having  previoufly  pafled),  where  they  ha,Ited  and  wheel- 
ed backward  by  fubdivifions  into  two  lines,  through 
which  their  majefties  and  the  princeffes  paffed  to  the 
gate  of  the  cathedral    The  Company  then  filed  off 

t'- 


lo.the  JU»th  fide cf  the  church-yard,  ani  baked  there 
d^rwg  di^dne  iervice ;  at  die  coiacluik)U  of  which  they 
tnpyed  tp  th^  leaft  fide  of  the  <;^thedqj^  and  marched 
back  to  the  Manfipn^hpuie,  in  z  coliuaw  of  fubdiviU 
liqns,  where  they  formed  a  line,  faluted  the  ]or4 
mayor,  and  halted  until  the  colqnel  received  his  1^4* 
ftdp's  oilers;  w^h  being  to  i^emaiii  at  ;he  afmoiiry- 
hooii^  under  t^xme  until  m^dni^ht,  to  J;>e  ready  in  cafe 
of  any  egoergeucy^  the  battaUon  r^eturoe^  thith^,  and 
fp  reinajbed  till  tha,t  hpur ;  vdi^  mfsj  thing  bmg 
p^sfie&ij  quiet,  they  w^e  diimifled^  ^ft<v  harving  beon . 
feventeen  bouxs  under  mm. 

The  colonel  afterwards  traoikikted  to  h^  xeysX 
higfaneft  a  flataoent  of  the  dijtty,  with  ?  jet^un  of 
the  number  who  attended  it,  being  $13* 

On  the  26th  of  JDeqep)|ber  died  John  Wiikes,  eig* 
who  has  boei  npce0arily  miei^tioned  k^  ^eral  of  tl^ 
foregt^Qg  f2^z  he  retained  his  gown  a^-ald^nwiA 
of  the  waid  ^  Famngdon  Within^  and  his  fUtiw  as 
chamberlw  of  the  i^iiy  ^f  London,  uj^til  bis  d^ajthg^ 
ip.  the  fewnty-firft  y^^^r  oi  his  age» 

1 7d8.  Duiing  tbefe  ^^na^ftic  mQra<9iiQ»^,  another 
n^ocaation  for  ji^^^  was  opened  at  Lifte,  aod  Lord 
Malmeiburv  vvas  commiflioncd  tp  ^Feprefeijt  tbecaufe  of 
lijagland  ^  the  convention  held  there  for  that  pur« 
pQ&>.  he  was  authorized  to  treat  only  on  tk^  juriiiciple 
jit'  reciprocal  ix^mp^nfation ;  the  negooauon  hrolo^  ofl^ 
and  he  £etume4  home.  This  gavq  new  influence  to 
the  profecution  of  the  war  ooa  all  fides,  it  appearing 
to  be  the^owed  defign  of  the  Frwch  R^ubHc  fip 
invade^  ail^^poiTible,  to  conquer  Great.Britain :  the 
French  fyfteH^fi^  introduced  into  the  united  pro* 
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Vinces,  which  fell  before  its  fuperior  force;  and 
the  fladtholder  fought  refuge  in  England.  Thus, 
though  both  nations  fighed  for  peace,  the  enthufiafm 
of  the  one,  and  the  heroic  valour  of  the  other,  dif- 
*  dained  the  bleffing,  incompatible  with  either  honour 
or  ambition, 

•   The  new  year  therefore  opened  with  the  flrongeft 
preparations  for  continuing  the  conteft,  which  \rere  re- 
garded with  peculiar  fpirit  and  alacrity ;  and  a   very 
confiderable  voluntary  loan,  whxh  had  been  begun  in 
the  laft  year,  was  completed,  and  funded  at  5  per  cent. 
The   court   of   affiftants   confiderin^  the    evident 
neceffity  there  was  for  all  ranks  and  defcriptions  of 
the  people  to  come  forward,  in  aid  df  the  public  fcr- 
vice,  at  the  prefent  important  crifis,  when  the  country 
]    was  threatened  with  invalion  by'  an  inveterate  enemy, 
]    to  defeat  whofe  hoftile  and  deftruftive  defigns  every 
effort  becanie  neceffary,  opened  a  fiibfcription  through- 
out the  Company  to  contribute  to  the  public  exigency ; 
it  amounted  to  1000/.  4j.    And  on  the  12th  of  April 
the  colonel  paid  1000/.  to  the  comimittee,  fitting  at 
the  Manfio^-houfe,  who  entered  uwith  thefe  words: 
*' Private  fubfcriptions  of  feveral  members  of  the 
Honourable  Artillery  Company,  which  coi-ps  does  not 
receive  pay  or  put  government  to  any  expencc  what- 
ever; by  their  colonel  Paul  Le  Mefurier,  efq. :"  h^ 
remaining  4^.  was  put  into  the  poor's  box.     The 
committee  expreffed  their  thanks,  for  the  Company's 
zeal  in  this  fervice  to  their  country,  whereby  they 
afforded  another  inftance  of  difcharging  their  duty  as 
men  to  the  public,  and  to  the  advancement  of  the 
honour  of  the  corps. 
,         •     •  ^  In 
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In  confequence  of  a  letter  from  Henry  Dundas,  elq* 
fecretary  of  ftate  for  the  war  department,  the  colonel 
attended  on  the  19th. of  April  at  the  Duke  of  York's 
ofEce,  and  there  inet  Colonels  Lewes  and  Newnham, 
of  the  two  regiments  of  the. Tower  Hamlet  militia; 
Colonels  Scott  and  Inglis,  of  the  Eaft  India  volmiteers  ; 
Colonel  Aubert,  of  the  Ifliiigton  volunteers ;  Colonel 
Forfter,  of  the  St.  George's  volunteers ;  Major  Robert-^ 
fon,  of  the  Royal  Weftminfter  volunteers ;  Captain 
Williams,  of  the  Hackney  volunteers;  and  Colonel 
Herries,  of  the  light  horfe  volunteers,  They  found  his. 
royal  highnefs  attended  by  Marquis  t^orriwalUs,  Earl 
of  Harrington,  and  Mr.  Secretary  Dundas,  who  ac- 
quainted them,  that  in  confeq\jence  of  the  menaces 
of  the  French  to  fpeedily  invade  this  country,  go^ 
yemment  had  felt  it  their  duty' abdve  |iU  things  to 
provide. for  the  fecurity  of  the  capital,  and  fpr  that 
purpofe  to  make  fuch  an  allomient' of  military  force^ 
as  they  deemed  fufEcieiit  fpr  it^proteSioilj  and'to  affign 
to  each  corps  fuch  ikition  and  rcMa  of  duty  as  would 
be  moftJlikel^  to  pre!tttit  ^iforderarid  'confufioh,  and 
there)>y  [render-  it  probable  that  buiinefs  would  con- 
tinue in  every  part  of  the  metropolis  the  fame  as  at 
prefenr;'  that  eiich  of  their .  corps,  together  with  four 
battalions  of  the  foot  guatds,  and  the  life  guards,  blues, 
and  Innilkillon  regiments,  with  a  part  of  the  Surrey 
volunteei-  cavalry,  vvould  compofe  that  force;,  that 
his  royal  highnefs  had  appointed  the  Earl  of  Harring- 
ton to  command  the  whole  as  head  of  the  London  ftaff, 
and  that  when  the  occafion  (hould 'arrive  they  were  to 
follow  his  lordfhip's  orders;  that*^  plan 'had  been 
laid  do^n  of  the  difpoifition  of  the  force,  which  would 
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amount  m  tlie  whole  to  6000  ki&ttiy  wd  2000 
harkf  and  the  differ^At  ftationis  noted  in  the  map  of 
l^ondon,  a  copy  of  which  would  be  f^t  to  each  geoi* 
tjeman  prefeat^  together  wkh  fuch  ioftrudioDS  as 
would  be  found  necefiary  for  their  guidance ;  aCuring 
ihwi  that  they  might  depend  on  every  affiftance  in 
the  power  of  the  mimfter,  of  the  coipmaoder  ia 
^ef»  and  of  JU^rd  HarringtiMi }  aad  that  they  wese  to 
loolc  on  thesifelve^  as  part  of  the  regular  aulUary 
force  of  the  country,  particularly  alhUjsd  for  fkc  de^ 
find  if  ibi  meiiQpoUs. 

The  Company's  ftrengtb  ?s  jo  ^imiww  at  dnt 
tkne  was  SOO,  one  third  of  which  were  e«pe£ted  to 
be  always  und^  arms,  and  the  poAs  Plotted  to  tbap 
were  the  an^cnuy-houfe  and  New  River  head. 

The  CoQ^any  willingly  undertook  theailotted  duty, 
and  e^Agaged  to  confide  themfelves  as  part  of  ihe  regu^ 
(ar  niilitary  foiK:e  ddtined  for  the  defence  #f  the  jactro* 
pohs :  they  immediately  mfpe^ed  all  tb»r  arms,  anu 
wunitiopt,  and  accoutremei^s,  and  put  them  in  the 
beft  condition }  regulated ^e  drills}  enforced  attend* 
aace  op  them^  and  on  the  field  days ;  tod  prepared 
the  corps  for  the  fervice  ths^  mjght  be  &q>^ed« 

Many  ii^w  members  joined  th^  CompaQy^  aild 
the  general  alacrity  was  every  wh^-e  vug^eSi  in  tb^ 
caufe  f)f  the  country  ;  ninety-nine  were  pioppfed  at 
once,  and  the  court  iat  weekly  to  ballot  4i^  i^i^ 
and  many  more  who  af^lied  for  admiiiion. 

Mr.  Biwley  Wynne  Hemans  haying  voluntarily 
afted  as  fergeant  major  for  fome  time  paft,  was  re- 
commended t^  the  military  comouttee,  in  A{ml^  to 
fM  that  ftation  iqx  the  r^nainder  $|f  Uve  year,  t9 

which 
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trhich  .the  (Squrt  appdhited  him;  and  a  fergeant*s 
guard  was  reeftablilhed  eVety  tlight  for  the  fecurity 
of  the  Coilipany's  pmptrtj. 

In  May  the  dii'eflors  of  the  Bank  formed  a  r^gii 
Irtent  of  voKmteers,  and  applied  for  the  ufe  of  the 
Artillery  Ground ;  but  the  court  were  obliged  td 
deny  the  rcqneft  on  the  fame  grounds  already 
ftated. 

In  the  mean  time*  the  claim  of  the  militia  engaged 
Amch  of  the  attention  of  the  Company ;  their  cotindt 
did  net  think  proper  fo  ai-gue  the  fpedal  cafe,  after 
the  opinion  which  the  lord  chief  juftice  had  given  at 
die  trial ;  but  finding  an  error  upon  the  record  by 
the  venue  having  been  hud  in  London  inftead  of 
Mtddlefex,  this  being  a  local  adtion,  they  rt&tdi  their 
gfduild  thei^,  aftd  fufFered  the  verdift  to  be  entered 
for  the  plaintiiFs,  who  in  February  applied  for  adraifl 
fion  to  the  Ground,  otherwife  that  they  fliould  pro^ 
^etd  to  an  ejfeflfment.  In  the  following  Eafter  Term 
th€  Company'*  arullees  moved  in  arreft  of  judgment ; 
on  which  motion  the  c(/urt  decided  in  favour  of  the 
Meotejiancy,  on  this  principle,  that  though  the  land 
Waa  flkted  to  hive  been  formerly  part  of  a  field  called 
B«Ahlll*field,  in  the  parifh  of  St.  Luke,  in  the  county  of  , 
Middlefex,  yet  that  the  demife  and  affignment  were 
Ihadeat  London*  All  thefe  fafts,  with  others,  were  put 
in  iflhe,  and  upon  the  authority  of  Butwer's  cafe, 
(7  Coi),  the  coiirt  determined,  that  where  matter  i»  ^ 
CXA  eounty  is  dependent  upon  matter  in  another 
coanty,  the  plaintiff  may  lay  .his  a^on  in  either^* 
An  adion,  the  fruit  of  which  is  the  delivery  of  the 
land  itfelf  as  an  ejeftment,  is  neceflarily  local,  becaufe 

the 
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^e  poffeffion  df  land  fituate  in  one  county  cannot  be  de- 
livered by  the  Iheriff  of  another.  But  great  inconve- 
niences would  follow  a  determination  that  an  a£)ion  of 
covenant,  where  damages  only  are  to  be  recovered,  muft 
be  brought  in  the  county  where  the  lands,  in  refped 
of  which  the  covenant  was  made,  are  fituate.  Be- 
fides,  that  the  ftatute  of  16  and  17  Car.  II.,  for  cor- 
refting  all  variances  or  errors  on  the  record  after  a 
verdia,  where  fuch  correction  does  not  affefk  the 
right  of  the  matter  in  the  fuit,  nor  whereby  the  iffue 
or  trial  is  altered,  would  cure  fuch  an  obje£tion  as 
this*. 

The  Company's  truftees  then  brought  a  writ  of 
error  upon  the  judgment,  and  the  court  of  lieutenancy 
ferved  declarations  of  ejedlment  upon  them  and  their 
tenants.  While  they  were  proceeding  in  this  caufe, 
the  Company  filed  a  bill  for  an  injundion  in  the  court 
of  Chancery,  and  prefented  a  petition  to  the  court  of 
common  council,  who  it  was  hoped  would  not  fuffer 
the  lieutenancy  to  proceed  fiuther  againft  the  Com- 
pany without  their  exprefs  authority,  and  in  open 
violation  of  the  folemn  engagement  made  by  their 
committee,  that  the  laft  militia  ad  ftiould  not  operate 
to  prejudice  the  rights  of  either  party  in  any  queftion 
jrelative  to  the  ufe  of  the  Ground. 

An  injunction  was  obtained  and  ferved  which 
flayed  all  their  proceedings;  notwithftanding  which 
the  Company  were  defirous  of  an  amicable  adjuft- 
xnent  of  the  difference,  and  therefore  authorized  their 
colonel  to  prefent  their  petition,  praying  for  a  renewal 
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of  thdr  leafe  of  1777»  agreeably  to  a  covenant  therein 
expreffed,  which  had  long  fince  been  furrendered; 
that  they  would  difavow  the  new  proceedings  by 
ejeftment  in  their  name,  and  that  all  further  proceed- 
ings at  law  might  be  fufpended. 

The  Company  founded  this  requeft  upon  a  full 
ftatement  of  their  title  to  the  eftate,  explaining  their 
conception  of  their  exclufive  right  under  the  ieafes 
granted ;  and  after  ftating  the  fubftance  of  them,  it 
proceeded  thus : 

*'  That  m  the  year  1777,  when  the  Ieafes  were 
granted  to  the  truftees  for  the  Company,  and  for  a 
large  time  previous  thereto,  and  until  the  date  of  the 
ads  after  mentioned,  the  trained  bands  confifted  of 
the  refident  merchants,  .traders,  artifans,  and  other 
houfeholders  of  the  city,  or  an  indefinite  number  of 
them,  from  titne  to  time,  and  on  fpecial  occafions 
only,  armed,  arrayed,  and  muftered,  in  their  proper 
perfons,  or  by  approved  fubfliCutes,  refiding  in  or  near 
the  divifion  or  beat  to  which  the  perfon  whom  they  re- 
prefented  belonged,  under  the  controul  of  the  lord 
mayor,  and  were  lifted  and  levied  from  mufter  to  muf- 
ter  only ;  and  by  an  aft  of  13th  and  14th  Car.  II.  for 
ordering  the  forces  in  the  fevcral  counties,  it  was  de- 
clared, that  the  general  mufter  of  the  regiments  fhould 
not  be  above  once  in*  a  year;  the  training  and  exercif- 
ing  of  fingle  companies  not  above  four  times  a  year, 
unlefs  fpecial  direcUons  fhould  be  given  by  his  majefty 
or  his  privy  council ;  and  that  fuch  fingle  compunies 
and  troops  ihould  not  at  any  one  time  be  continued  in 
exercife  above  the  fpace  of  tv^'o  days  j  and  that  at  a 
2  general 
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general  mttfter  afi<f  ejcercife  of  feginretite,  no  dfficeror 
kA&t^  fftotrid'  be  conftrained  to  ftaCy  above  four  hours 
together  from  thdr  refpeftlve  habhations. 

*^  That,  in  faft,  fuch  trained  baiids,'  at  tfre  rime  of 
granting  the  leafes  in  1777,  fcad  been  but  very  feldom 
tfitiflsered,  or  trained,  and  exercifed,.  in  the  Artillery 
Ground ;  and  by  an  a£fc  of  34  Geo'.  III.  and  anoAer 
of  iS  jGeo.  III.  it  -v^as  enafted,  that  his  nlajet 
fy's  commiflioners  of  lieutenancy  for  London  fliould 
have  power,  and  were  thereby  required  to  call  toge- 
ther, array,  and  caufe  to  be  trained  and  exercifed, 
fuch  peifons  as  were  therein  direded,  once  every  year, 
and  to  af^oint  peifons  to  command  the  fame,  and 
diat  the  number  of  privatfe  men  to  be  raifed  by  that 
aft  was  to  be  1200,  to  be  formed  into  two  regiments; 
and  the  alderman,  or  deputy,  and  common  council* 
men,  of  the  feveral  \^^ards,  or  the  major  part  of  them, 
were  authorized  to  give  ip  fuch  men  any  fum  not  ex- 
cee<ling  10/.  for  each  man,  to  ferve  in  the  mifida, 
for  each  ward,  and  that  fiich  men  wfere  to  be  enrolled 
and  ferve  for  five  years ;  and  that  the  militia,  or  at 
leaft  half  thereof,  fhould  be  trained  and  exeraled 
once  in  every  year  for  28  days  together ;  and  that 
during  fuch  time  the  ofGcers,  non-commif&oned  offi- 
cers, and  private  men,  fhould  be  fubjed  to  the  aft 
which  fhould  be  then  in  force  for  punifliing  mutiny 
and  defertion ;  and  that  in  all  cafes  of  aftual  mvafion^ 
or  upon  imminent  danger  thereof,  and  in  ^  cafes  of 
rebellion  or  infurreftion,  it  fhould  be  lawful  for  his  ma- 
jefly  to  draw  out  and  embody  the  milida,  or  any  part 
thereof,  which  fhould,  from  the  time  of  their  being 
drawn  outf  until  difembodied,  be  fubjeft  to  all  the  pro- 
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vifions  of  the  aft ;  and  that,  when  fo  embodied,  his 
majefty  might  put  one  regiment  under  command  of 
general  officers,  and  direft  it  to  be  led  into  any  parts 
of  this  kingdom,  for  repelling  and  preventing  any  fuch 
invafion,  and  for  fupprefling  any  rebellion  or  infurrec- 
tion,  not  exceeding  the  diftance  of  twelve  miles  from 
the  city,  or  neareft  place  of  encampment. 

"That  foon  after  the  paffing  thefe  ads,  the  mi- 
litia conftituted  thereby  began  to  be  embodied  \  and 
the  court  of  lieutenancy,  and  the  commanding  officer 
of  the  militia,  without  having  obtained  leave  of  the 
corporation,  demanded  pofTeffion  of,  and  ingrefs  and 
egrels,  into  and  out  of,  the  faid  Artillery  Ground  and 
Armoury-houfe,  for  the  purpofe  of  training  and  exercif- 
ing  their  men  therein^  as  being  the  trained  bands  of  the 
city  of  London ;  and  the  Company,  being  Very  defir- 
ous  to  do  every  thing  in  their  power  which  might  af« 
lift  the  commanders  and  officers  of  the  militia  in  the 
more  ^eedy  training  and  difdplining  their  men,  and 
rendering  them  more  fit  for  actual  fervice,  were  ready 
and  willing,  and  made  many  offisrs  to  the  commanders 
of  the  militia  and  the  court  of  lieutenancy,  as  a  mat- 
ter of  favour,  but  not  of  right,  to  permit  the  com- 
manders of  the  faid  militia  to  have  the  reafonable  ufe 
of  the  Artillery  Ground  for  that  purpofe,  when  it  was 
not  wanted  for  the  ufe  of  the  Company ;  but  the  court 
of  lieutenancy,  and  the  commanders  of  the  militia,  in- 
flfted  on  having  the  daily  ufe  of  the  Ground  and  ar- 
moury-houfe,  giving  to  the  Artillery  Company  leave 
to  ufe  the  Ground  for  part  of  two  days  in  each  week 
onlvy  and  that  fuch  permiffion  ihould  be  without  ih^ 
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jury  to  the  right  claimed  by  the  court  of  Ueutenancf 
to  the  Ground  and  houfe  ;•  but  the  petitioners  being 
advifed,  that  the  faid  militia  were  not  the  trained  bands 
of  the  city  of  London  within  the  meaning  of  the  cove- 
nants and  provifoes  in  the  leafe ;  and  fuch  claim  of  the 
faid  court  of  lieutenancy  being  entirely  dcftruflive  of 
all  ufe  and  enjoyment  which  the  Company  could  have 
of  the  Ground  and  houfe,  the  Company  refufed  to 
permit  the  militia  to  have  fuch  ufe  of  the  Groimd, 

**  That  no  attempt  was  made  at  that  time  to  en- 
force,  by  procefs  of  law,  the  right  claimed  by  the 
militia,  to  mufter,  train,  and  exercife,  in  the  Artil- 
lery Ground ;  but  in  the  year  1796  a  bill  was  brought 
into  parliament,  intituled,  *'  An  aft  for  amending  and 
*'  reducing  into  one  afl:  of  parliament,  two  feveral 
"  ads  paffed  in  the  S4th  and  35th  years  of  the  reign 
*'  of  his  prefent  majefty,  for  the  better  ordering  of 
*'  the  militia  of  the  city  of  London,  and  for  the  fur- 
**  ther  regulating  the  trained  bainds  or  militia  of  the 
"  faid  citVi"  whereby  the  faid  former  a£ls  of  the  34th 
and  35th  of  Ins  prefent  majefty  were  repealed,  but 
which  a£l  refembled  the  former  afts  as  to  the  mode 
©f  raifing,  trailing,  exercifing,  paying,  difciplining, 
and  calling  out  the  faid  militia,  as  hereui-before  men- 
tioned ;  but  in  the  faid  ad  of  the  year  1796,  is  the 
following  claufe:  *•  And  whereas  the  faid  militia  be- 
"  ing  an  am«.^ndment,  or  regulation,  of  the  ancient 
"  trained  bands  of  the  city  of  London,  be  it  enafted, 
"  that  the  laid  militia  already  raifed,  and  to  be  raifed, 
"  by  virtue  of  this  aft,  Ihall  poflefs  and  enjoy  all  and 
"  Angular  the  rights  and  privileges  \vhich  were  pof- 
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**  fefled  and  enjoyed  by  the  ancient  trained  bands  of 
**  the  city  of  London,  and  which  are  not  varied, 
*'  altered,  or  taken  away  by  this  afl:.'* 

**  That,  previous  to  the  pafling  of  the  lafl-men- 
tioned  ad,  and  whilft  the  bill  was  depending  in  par-  . 
liament,  the  Artillery  Company,  objefting  to  the  above 
claufe,  petitioned  the  Houfe  of  Commons  to  be  heard 
by  their  counfel  againft  the  faid  bill  pafling  Into  a  law; 
and  they  had  every  reafon  to  believe,  that  the  Houfe, 
on  hearing  their  cafe,  would  not  have  pafled  fuch  a 
bill  into  a  law,  without  fecuring  the  rights  and  privi- 
leges of  the  faid  Company  from  being  infringed  by 
the  faid  aft  5  but  .an  amicable  adjuftment  of  the  bufi- 
nefs  being   recommended,  a  committee  of  this   ho- 
nourable court,  appointed  to  profecute  the  faid  bill  in 
parliament,  propofed  to  a  committee  of  the  Artillery 
Company,  that  they  ftiould  give  up  their  oppofition 
oil  the  liaid  bill  on  the  following  terms : 

**  That  if  an  amicable  arrangement  of  the  fubfifting 
*^  difpute  refpeding  the  ufe  of  the  Artillery  Ground 
**  and  armoury-houfe,  fhould  not  be  efFeded  between 
**  the  corporation  of  London  and  the  Artillery  Com- 
*'  pany,  the  rights  of  the  refpeftive  parties  to  the  ufe 
*'  of  the  Artillery  Ground  and  armoury-houfe  fhouW 
'*  remain  in  the  fame  ftate  as  if  fuch  aft  had  never 
*'  been  paifed  ;  aiid  that  ho  claufe,  matter,  or  thing, 
*'  therein  contained,  fhould  extend,  or  be  conftrued 
**  to  extendj  to  affeft  fuch  rights,  nor  fhould  the  fame 
**  be  given  in  evidence  for  either  party,  in  relation  to 
^*  fuch  rights,  either  at  law  or  in  equity." 

"  That  this  propofal  was  reported  to  the  court  of 
common  council  on  the  28th  of  April  1796,  and 
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agreed  to,  and  the  refolution  of  court  was  tranfmitted 
to  the  Artillery  Company,  figned  by  Mr.  Rix,  the 
town  clerk. 

"  That  it  was  reprefented  to  the  petitioners,  that  it 
was  very  material  to  the  public  good,  that  the  bill 
ihould  be  'immediately  paiTed  into  a  law,  and  that 
much  delay  would  be  occafioned  by  any  oppofition  to 
it ;  and  the  Artillery  Company  relying  on  the  affur- 
ance  of  the  court,  the  petitioners  did,  on  the  3d  May 
1796,  come  to  the  following  refolution;  that  is  to 
lay,  **  That,  relying  on  the  honour  of  the  court  of 
*^  common  council,  as  pledged  in  their  refolution  of 
"  the  28th  of  April,  this  court  decline  giving  any  for- 
"  ther  oppofition  to  the  paf&ng  of  the  faid  militia  bill 
"  through  parliament ;"  which  refolution  was  tranf- 
mitted to  the  laid  town  clerk,  the  oppofition  to 
the  bill  was  accordingly  dropped,  and  the  bill  pafled 
into  a  law. 

**  That,  according  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning 
of  the  faid  agreement  between  the  faid  qonunittee  of 
the  Artillery  Company  and  the  faid  committee  of  the 
corporation,  the  petitioners  defired  permiflion  to  lay, 
that  no  a£tion,  groimded  on  tifie  faid  lad-mentioned  ad 
of  parliament,  ought  to  have  been  brought  agamft  the 
Artillery  Company,  for  any  fefufal  to  permit  the  mi- 
litia to  mufter,  train,  or  exercife,  in  the  faid  Ground, 
becaufe,  whatever  might  have  been  the  eflfeft  of  the 
faid  2&  in  transferring  the  privileges  of  the  trained 
bands  to  the  prefent  militia,  as  conftituted  by  the 
faid  a£l,  the  faid  militia,  previous  to  the  pailing  the 
faid  aft,  were  not  the  trained  bands  of  the  city,  nor 
entitled  to  any  privilege  under  the  provifoes  in  the 
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faid  leafes  as  fuch  trained,  bands ;  and  this  is  manife{( 
by  the  claufe^  claiming  fuch  privileges,  being  added 
in  the  faid  laft-mentioned  ad: ;  for  had  fuch  privileges 
exifted  before,  there  could  have  been  no  occafion  to 
claim  them  by  this  aft,  and  therefore,  according  to 
the  exprefs  ftipulations  of  the  faid  agreement  between 
the  corporation  and  the  Artillery  Company,  no  advan- 
tage ihould  have  been  taken  of  the  faid  aft,  pafTed  in 
the  S6th  year  of  his  prefent  majefty,  as  giving  any 
privilege  to  the  militia  conftituted  thereby  in  refpeft 
of  the  faid  premifes  demifed  to  the  Company. 

"  But  in  faft,  foon  after  pafling  the  aft  of  the  36th 
of  his  prefent  majefty,  two  captains  of  the  faid  militia, 
as  conftituted  by  that  aft,  with  their  men  under  their 
command,  demanded  entrance  into  the  Artillery 
Ground,  for  the  purpofe  of  training  and  exerciftng 
their  men :  and  that  entrance  having  been  refiifed  to 
them  by  the  Company,  an  aftion,  in  his  majefty's 
court  of  King's  Bench,  in  the  name  of  this  corpora- 
tion, was  brought  againft  the  petitioners  by  the  court 
of  lieutenancy,  in  or  about  Eafter  Term  1 797,  for  a 
breach  of  covenant  in  the  leafes ;  and  the  aft  of  the 
36th  of  his  prefent  majefty  was  in  open  violation  to 
the  before-ftated  agreement,  given  in  evidence  againft 
the  Artillery  Company  at  the  trial ;  and  the  court  be- 
ing of  opinion,  that  the  Artillery  Company  could  not 
have  the  benefit  of  the  agreement  made  with  the  cor- 
poration  in  that  aftion,  and  that  the  aft  in  queftion 
being  a  public  aft,  and  calling  the  militia  the  trained 
bands,  the  court  was  bound  to  decide  that  they  were 
fo ;  a  verdift  was  given  againft  the  petitioners,  and 
the  faid  court  of  lieutenancy  again  afting  in  the  name 
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of  the  corpofation,  and  taking  advantage  of  the  pre* 
tended  breach  of  the  faid  covenant,  by  which  they  al* 
leged  the  faid'  leafes  had  become  forfeited,  had  fince 
brought  an  aftion  of  ejeftment  againlt  the  truftees  of 
the  Artillery  Company  in  the  court  of  King's  Bench, 
and  were  proceeding  therein  to  recover  pofTeflion^  not 
only  of  the  Ground,  but  to  turn  the  Company  and 
their  tenants  out  of  all  the  meffuages  and  premifes  de- 
mifed  to  them  by  the  faid  leafes ;  and  the  petitioners 
fubmitted  to  the  court,  that  although  they  could  not 
have  any  benefit  of  the  faid  agreement  of  the  corpo^ 
ration  at  law,  as  the  fame  could  not  be  pleaded  to 
an  aftion  for  a  breach  of  covenant,  yet  they  con- 
ceived that  they  were  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  the 
faid  agreement,  in  honour  and  confcicnce,  and  that 
the  court  of  lieutenancy  ought  to  be  reftrained  by  the 
corporation  from  proceeding  further  at  law,  according 
to  the  true  meaning  of  the  faid  agreement  and  refolu- 
tion  5  and  that  the  court  of  common  council  were 
bound  not  to  take  any  advantage  of  the  fiiid  ad  of 
parliament,  and  therefore  ought  not  to  permit  or  au- 
thorize any  other  perfon^  to  ufe  their  name  for  a  like 
purpofe. 

,  "  That  the  faid  covenants  are  not,  in  equity,  to  be 
confidered  as  broken,  nor  any  forfeiture  accrued, 
in  as  much  as  the  faid  militia,  created  and  conflituted 
by  the  faid  afts  of  the  34th  and  35th  years  of  the 
reign  of  his  prefent  majefty,  were  a  body  entiiely  fe^ 
parate,  diftinfl:,  and  different,  from  the  trained  bands 
pf  the  city. 

"  That  the  faid  provifoes  in  the  leafcs  relating  to 
the  faid  trained  bands  did  not  relate  to,  or  apply  tq, 

the 
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the  faid  militia;  nor  had  the  faid  militia,  nor  the  capi 
tains  thereof,  any  right  of  ingrefs,  egrefs,  or  regrefe, 
into,  upon,  or  out  of  the  faid  demifed  premifes,  when 
the  faid  agreement  wa3  made,  before  the  palling  of4:he 
£ud  aft  of  the  SGjh  of  his  prefent  majefty ;  and  the 
petitioners  repeated,  that  this  honourable  court  having, 
in  manner  aforefaid,  exprefely  agreed,  that  the  rights 
of  the  faid  mayor,  and  commonalty,  and  citizens,  and 
the  faid  Artillery  Company,  to  the  faid  Artillery  Ground 
and  armoury^houfe,  fhould  be  in  the  fame  ftate  as  if 
the  faid  ad  of  the  S6th  of  the  reign  of  his  prefent 
majefty  had  never  been  pafled ;  and  that  no  claufe, 
matter,  or  thing  therein  contained,  ihould  extend,  or 
be  conftrued  to  extend,  to  a^e£t  fuch  rights;  and 
&at  the  fame  ihould  not  be  given  in  evidence  for  ei- 
ther -party,  in  relation  to  fuch  rights,  either  in  law  or 
equity ;  the  corporation  is  bound  by  the  faid  agreement 
and  refolution  of  this  court ;  and  that  it  would  be  a 
fraud  upon  the  petitioners,  after  they  had  been  in- 
duced to  withdraw  their  petition  againft  the  bill,  upon 
the  faith  of  the  faid  agreement,  to  refufe  to  perform 
the  fame ;  and  the  argument  made  in  the  name  of  the 
city,  that  the  faid  aft  of  the  36th  of  his  prefent  ma- 
jefty is  a  public  ad,  and  that  the  militia  conitituted 
thereby  are  to  enjoy  all  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the 
ancient  trained  bands  of  the  laid  city,  and  therefore 
that  fuch  agreement  was  void  as  being  contrary  to  the 
laid  a£l,  ought  not  to  be  fet  up,  becaufe  it  is  taking 
an  unfair  advantage  of  circumftances,  againft  which 
their  own  agreement  wj^  ejcprefsly  intended  to  guard 
the  Artillery  Company ;  and  becaufe  fuch  an  a,dvan- 
t^ge  being  taken  \>y  the  qity,  would  tend  to  deftroy  all 
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faith  in  the  corporation  in  future,  and  would  operate 
in  the  minds  of  aH  good  men  as  a  fcandalous  violatioa 
of  good  faith  and  common  honefty  in  fodety. 

**  That  even  the  aft  paffed  in  the  S6th  year  of  hk 
prefeftt  majefty  was  not  intended  to  give  any  furdier 
or  other  rights  or  privileges  to  the  militia  conftitutcd 
thereby,  than  what  the  faid  trained  bands  were  oi* 
titled  to  ynder  the  faid  provifoes ;  and  all  the  rights 
of  this  corporation  being  preferved  by  the  faida£l,  this 
court  might  carry  into  eflfeft  the  faid  agreement  and 
refolution  of  the  common  council,  by  refufing  per- 
miffion  to  the  militia  to  enter  upon,  mufter,  tnun,  or 
cxercife,  in  the  faid  Artillery  Ground^  or  by  reftrain- 
ing  them  from  bringing  a^ons  againfl  the  petitioner^ 
for  the  breach  of  covenant  in  refufing  to  permit 
fuch  militia  to  enter  upon,  mufter,  train,  or  exerdfe 
in  the  fame,  or  taking  advantage  of  any  forfeiture 
fuppofed  to  be  committed  by  fuch  breach  of  covenant} 
and  which  they  contended  the  court  ought  to  do  ac- 
cording to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the  faid 
agreement,  aind  particidarly  that  th^  corporation  ought 
not  to  derive  any  advantage  to  themfelvee,  in  expreft 
contra^£tion  to  their  own  agreement,  under  pretence 
of  any  forfeiture  co^nmitte^  by  the  petitioners ;  nor 
ought  it  to  be  contended,  on  the  part  of  the  dty, 
that  the  militi^,  created,  conftituted,  and  appointed, 
by  the  faid  a£t^  pafled  in  the  34th  and  S5th  years  of 
his  prefent  majiefty,  were  the  ancient  trained  bands 
of  the  city  of  London,  within  the  meaning  of  the  pix)- 
vifoes  in  the  leafes ;  for  the  trained  bands  of  the  dty, 
before  the  pafling  the  faid  laft-mentioned  a^,  con- 
iifted^  as  herdn-befpre  fta.ted,  of  ^n  indefinite  num- 
ber 
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ber  of  refident  merchants,  traders,  artizans,  and  other 
refident  houfdiolders  of  the  faid  city,  fenring  by  ihem^ 
felves  or  their  approved  fubftitutes,  who  could  only 
be  called  upon  to  mufter  and  ferve  at  ail  times,  and  in 
the  manner  herein-before  in  that  bdialf  menticnedi 
and  who  were  not  fubjed  to  the  laws  for  pimifting 
mutiny  and  defertion ;  whereas  the  militia,  as  confti- 
tuted  by  the  faid  a£b  of  the  S4th  year,  aJKl  as  altered 
and  amended  by  the  a£t  of  the  35th  year  of  his  pre* 
fent  majefty,  confifts  of  men  hired  in  manner  herein- 
before mentioned,  by  money  to  be  raifed,  and  to  ferve 
for  five  years  certain,  and  who  are  alfo  liable  to  the 
laws  which  may  be  in  force  for  pimifhing  mutiny  and 
defertion }  and  alfo  differ  from  the  trained  bands  of 
the  city,  in  various  other  refpe£te,  as  is  herein-before 
mentioned. 

**  That  in  as  much  as  the  faid  militia  were,  by  the 
faid  laft-mentioned  ads,  liable  to  ferve  as  before 
mentioned,  and  are  alfo  liable  to  ferve  in  the  fame 
manner  by  the  faid  aft  paffed  in  the  S6th  year  of  his 
prefent  majefty,  and  would,  in  cafe  they  were  to  have 
the  unlimited  ufe  of  the  Artillery  Ground,  entirely 
prevent  the  Artillery  Company  from  having  any  ufe 
or  enjoyment  thereof;  and,  befides,  the  court  of  Ueu« 
tancy,  and  the  commanders  of  the  militia,  when  the 
petitioners  were  willing,  as  a  matter  of  favour,  to  per- 
mit them  to  have  the  ufe  of  the  Artillery  Ground, 
infifted  that  they  would  have  the  daily  and  conftant 
ufe  of  the  armoury-houfe,  although  it  is  clear,  by  the 
terms  of  the  faid  leafes,  that  the  trained  bands  had 
no  right  referved  to  them  to  enter  into  the  armoury- 
houfe,  but  only  upon  the  Ground,  for  the  purpofe 
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afor^aid;  which  conduS  of  the  court  of  lieutenancy 
and  of  the  commanders  of  the  militia  left  the  petitioiK 
ers  no  room,  to  doubt  of  an  intention  to  exclude  them 
from  every  part  of  the  faid  Ground  and  armourf- 
lioufe,  or  to  render  it  fo  inconvenient  for  them  to  per- 
form any  military  operations,  as  veiy  much  to  injture 
and  prevent  the  increafe  of  the  Company,  and  in 
eiSed  to  x^^er  their  leafes  of  little  or  no  advantage 
to  than,  if  not  totally  to  annihilate  the  Company  as  a 
military  corps. 

,  *'  That  frequent  muftering>  training,  and  exercifing 
of  the  miHtia  there,  would,  befides,  be  a  great  incon^ 
yenience  to  all  p^fons,  who,  upon  the  f^th  of  the 
former  leafes  to  the  former  truftees  of  the  faid  Com- 
pany, have  built  houfes  upon  the  Ground,  which  now 
is  or  formerly  was  demifed  to  the  truftees  of  the  laid 
Company,  and  would  much  injure  the  property  of  the 
Company  in  fuch  houfes. 

'^  ITiat  it  ought  not  to  be  contended,  as  it  has 
;been  on  the   part  of  the  city,  that  the  faid  leafe% 
granted  in  1777  to  jhe  truftees  of  the  Company,  were 
•  entirely  voluntary  leafes ;  and  that  therefore  the  peti- 
tioners were  not  entitled  to  any  relief,  in  cafe  they 
had  not  ftriftly  complied  with  the  terms  thereof;  for 
it  muft  be  remembered,  that,  befides  the  rents  referved 
ty  the  faid  leafes,  the  fame  were  granted  in  confide- 
^tation  of  the  furrender  of  a  former  leafe,  and  that  the 
nieiTuagcs  and  preniifes  which  were  part  of  thofe  in- 
cluded in  the  faid  former  leafe,  and  which  had  been 
built  wliilll  the  faid  preniifes  had  been  in  leaJe  to  the 
.faid  truftees  for  the  Company,  and  upon  the  faith  of 
.the  then  exifting  leafe,  and  of  the  covenants  for  re- 
newal 
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newal  therein  contained,  and  which  were  in  the  faid 
year  1777  abfolutely  furrendered  to  the  corporation, 
and  not  redemifed  to  the  faid  truflees  for  the  Company, 
i«ere  of  the  yearly  value  of  about  500/.  fubjeO:  only  to 
certain  leafes  from  the  truftees  of  the  faid  Company, 
moft  of  which  foon  afterwards  expired ;  and  fo  it  Ap^ 
pears  from  the  report  made  to  the  court,  of  common 
council  in  the  year  1 775,  as  is  herein-before  mentioned, 

*'  That  the  petitioners  conceived,  the  only  author 
rity  the  court  of  lieutenancy  ever  obtained  from  the 
common  council,  refpefting  the  Artillery  Ground, 
was,  to  try  the  right  of  the  prefent  militia  to  mufter, 
train,  and  exercife,  in  the  Artillery  Ground,  indepen- 
dent of  any  right  given  to  them  by  the  aft  of  the  36th 
of  his  prefent  majefty,  which  ad  the  common  council 
had,  by  their  agreement,  exprefely  and  folemnly  un* 
dertaken  to  wave ;  and  therefore  the  petitioners  al- 
leged, that  it  was  not  right  in  the  court  of  lieute- 
nancy, in  the  name  of  the  city,  to  make  that  aft,  a8 
they  did  then,  a  very  ground-work  of  the  adions  at 
law  againft  the  petitioners. 

**  But  the  petitioners  more  particularly  declared,  thaf 
the  faid  authority,  fo  given  by  the  court  of  jcommoA 
council  to  the  court  of  lieutenancy,  ceafed  as  foon  as 
the  trial  of.  the  right  was  over,  whether  that  trial  did 
or  did  not  eftablilh  the  faid  right  in  queftion ;  and 
therefore  they  contended,  that  the  further  proceedings 
by  the  court  of  lieutenancy  were  altogether  unauthorized 
by*the  court,  and  therefore  improper ;  particularly  the 
bringing  a  new  adion  againft  the  Artillery  Company, 
|>y  ejedment,  to  turit  them  out  of  poffeflion  of  their 
eilates,  granted  to  them  by  Icafe  from  the  city,  under 
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pretence  of  their  having  broken  the  covenants,  and 
forfeited  their  leafe ;  whereas  if  the  pedtioners  had 
M&ed  wrong,  they  conceived  that  no  perfons  ought  to 
have  prefumed  to  fet  about  inilidUng  a  punifhment  on 
them,  but  the  court  of  common  council ;  and  under 
all  exifting  circumftances  of  the  timCwS,  they  conceived 
that  this  court  would  not  themfelves  have  proceeded 
to  inflift  fo  fevere  a  punifhment  on  the  Artillery  Com- 
pany as  the  difpoffefling  them  of  theur  Ground,  and 
all  their  houfes  thereon,  fo  long  enjoyed  by  the  Com- 
pany, and  thereby  totally  to  annihilate  a  corps,  con- 
fifting  of  many  hundred  pcrfons,  whofe  numbers  were 
daily  hicreafmg,  and  whofe  objeft  is,  at  their  own  ex- 
penfe  to  affift  the  dvil  power  of  this  city,  and  contri- 
bute to  the  protection  of  the  metropolis,  by  their  vo- 
luntary and  perfonal  exertions  to  the  utmoft  of  their 
power. 

**  That  the  petitioners  thought  it  right  to  lay  thde 
fa£b  and  circumftances  before  the  courts  and  hoped, 
and  trufted,  that  the  fteps  they  had  been  compelled 
to  take,  in  filing  a  bill  in  equity  for  an  injundtion  to 
reftrain  the  violent  proceedings  of  the  court  of  lieu- 
tenancy, in  the  name  of  the  corporation,  and  to  pre- 
vent them  from  deftroying  the  Company,  would  not 
be  confidered  as  a  meafure  hoftilc  to  the  corporation, 
or  to  the  interefls  of  the  city,  of  which  they  confidered 
themfelves  as  a  branch,  and  with  whom  they  ever  had, 
and  did  then,  moft  cordially  and  earneftly  wilh  to  be 
on  the  moft  friendly  tenns,  not  doubting  but  that  wliilft 
the  court  of  common  council  fhould  aft  itfelf  as  the 
guardian  of  its  own  honour,  the  rights  of  the  Artillery 
Company  would  not  be  violated/' 

The 
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The  impreflion  which  diis  petition  made  was,  that 
the  court  immediately  appointed  a  committee  to  meet 
a  committee  of  the  Company,  to  confider  and  adjuft 
the  matters  between  them  *. 

A  nmnber  of  ill-difpofed  perfons  having  been  dif- 
covered,  who  threatened  fome  defperate  mifchief  ia 
the  metropolis,  the  Company,  by  an  order  from  the. 
feciretary  of  ftate  and  loVd  mayor,  were  under  arms 
the  whole  of  the  nights  of  the  12th  and  13th  of  April, 
apd  patrolled  different  parts  of  the  New  River.  A  di« 
vifion  from  the  Tower  Hamlets  kept  guard  over  the 
water  at  Hackney,  and  another  party  were  fet  over 
the  works  at  London  Bridge  f. 

The  commander  in  chief  having  fignified  his  in- 
tention c^  reviewing  the  Artillery  Company  on  Friday 
the  6th  of  July,  the  colonel  acquainted  his  royal  high- 
nefs,  that  the  ground  was  not  large  enough  to  admit 
of  the  whole  battalion  manoeuvring  fo  conveniently  as 
was  defirable,  and  requeued  him  to  receive  them  in 
Hyde  Park ;  to  which  his  higbnefs  agreed.  The  Duke 
of  York  was  accompanied  by  the  Duke  of  Gloucefter, 
Lord  Harrington,  General  Sir  William  Fawcett,  Ge- 
neral Dundas,  and  others  of  the  ftaff.  Having  paiTed 
down  the  line,  and  round  the  rear,  the  battalion 
marched  in  flow  and  quick  time,  and  performed  ail 
their  manoeuvres  ^^  in  the  fmarted  and  mofl  fatisfac- 
tory  manner.'* 

His  highnels  exprefTed  his  approbation  of  the  whole, 
and  particularly  of  the  grenadier  and  matrofs  divifions. 
Upon  their  return,  the  whole  guard  at  Whitehall 
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turned  out,  and  faluted  them;  and  as  they  C&mt 
through  the  city,  the  lord  mayor,  Sir  J.  W.  Anderfon, 
appeared  at  the  Manfion-houfe,  with  his  houfehold,  as 
they  pafled  \  to  whom  they  prefented  the  ufual  ialute# 
The  colonel^  in  his  report,  called  it  a  proud  day  for 
the  Company— a  day  that  the  members  pref<^t  would 
•  be  proud  to  recoiled  at  all  times,  and  would  not 
be  forgotten  by  either  of  the  illuftrious  perfons  or 
military  characters  who  had  feen  them — a  day  that 
juftified  every  expreffion  of  the  efficiency  of  thecorps, 
and  tnuft  convince  every  one,  as  it  had  >  convinced 
the  commander  In  chief,  that  they  were  competent 
for  any  fervice  which  could  be  required  of  them. 

His  highnefs  defired  a  monthly  return  of  their 
ftrength,  to  enable  government  to  afcertain  the  extent 
of  the  fervice  that  might  on  any  emergency  be  re- 
quelled. 

The  court  of  afliflants  voted  their  unanimous  thanks 
to  the  colonel,  for  his  uniform  zeal  at  all  times  to 
fupport  the  honour  and  dignity  of  the  Company,  and 
particularly  for  his  able  condud  and  military  (kill  dif- 
played  in  the  command  on  the  review,  and  for  the 
information  conveyed  by  his  report.  This  vote  was 
prefented  to  him  by  a  deputation  from  the  court. 

On  the  1 3th  of  Auguft,  the  birth-day  of  the  captain* 
general,  the  Company  were  reviewed  again  on  Black- 
heath,  by  the  lord  mayor.  Thevolunteers  ofGreenwich, 
tinder  the  command  of  Captain  Bond,  and  thc^e  of 
Deptford,  under  command  of  Captain  Goodhew,  kept 
the  ground.  They  loft  none  of  the  credit  they  had 
obtained  on  the  6th  of  July.  Many  military  charac- 
ters vere  prefent,  and  were  agreeably  furprifed  at  the 
3  {leadine& 
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fteadinefs  tinder  arms,  and  exaftnefe  of  firing,  ia: 
which  "  the  niceft  critical  ear  could  not  difcover  any 
imperfedUon."  "  Like  Gideon's  chofen  band/*  fays 
the  colonel  in  his  report,  "  they  have  been  tried,  and* 
*'  muft  be  deemed  competent  to  any  fervice  they  can 
**  have  to  perform." 

A  general  thankfgiving  for  the  viftory  obtained  ou 
the  firft  of  Auguft  by  Lord  Nelfon  over  the  French 
fleet  at  the  mouth  of  the  Nile,  and  for  other  recent 
fucceffes,  was  appointed  to  be  held  on  the  29th  of 
November.     The  Company  marched  to  St.  Paul's 
cathedral.     This  gallant  viflioiy  happened  on  the  day 
of  the  propitious  acceffion  of  the  houfe  of  Hanover  to 
the  Britifli  crown,  which  rendered  it  the  more  grate- 
ful ;    but  what  completed   the   merit  of  this  great 
achievement,  was  the  diffidence  of  the  vidlor,  who 
afcribed  the  glory  of  the  event  to  a  Power  fuperior  to 
that  of  man.     His  lordfJiip,  while  the  terrors  of  difmay 
were  yet  frefh  upon  the  fubdued  embers  of  the  ene- 
my, dignified  his  brow  by  the  bright  luftre  of  huma- 
nity.    On  the  8th  of  Auguft,  he  wrote,  on  board  the 
Vanguard,  to  the  lord  mayor,  that,  having  the  ho- 
nour of  being  a  freeman  of  London,  he  tranfmitted 
the  fword   of  Monfieur  Blanquct,  the    command- 
ing French   admiral  who  furvived  the  battle,  and 
requefted   that   the   city   of  London   \vould   accept 
of  it,  as  a  remembrance  that  "  Britannia  ruled  the 
waves."     It  was  prefeiited  to  the  corporation  by  the 
lord  mayor,  at  a  common  council,  on  the  3d  of  Oc* 
tober,   and  ordered  to  be  depofited  among  the  aiv 
chives  of  the  cirv'  of  London  ;  and  the  corporation  re- 
turned 
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turned  the  compliment,  by  a  fword,  of  200  guineas 
value,  to  the  gallant  admiral. 

At  the  general  meeting  of  the  whole  Company  on 
Sd  December,  all  the  ofEcers  were  reele&ed,  and 
fomie  of  the  bonds  were  paid  oflF. 

Sir  Richard  Carr  Glyii,  bart.  the  new  lord  mayor, 
fent  to  defire  a  return  of  the  effective  force  of  the 
Compsmy,  in  cafe  any  neceffity  (hould  arife  to  aik  their 
sid.  The  court,  in  their  immediate  anfwer,  exprefled 
their  readinefs  to  obey  his  lordihip's  firft  fummons, 
and  returned  the  numbers  at  470. 


8£CTI0N  XI. 

From  1799/(7  1800« 

1799.  The  happy  continuadon  of  tranquillity  in 
the  metropolis,  induced  the  court,  on  the  5th  of  Fe* 
bruary,  to  difcontinue  the  attendance  of  the  members 
on  the  duty  of  the  nightly  guard. 

On  the  27th  they  marched  to  St.  Paul's  church, 
it  being  the  day  appointed  for  a  general  fad;. 

The  Duke  of  Gloucefter,  as  commander  m  chief 
of  the  toridon  diftrid,  appointed  the  7th  and  14th  of 
March,  and  4th  of  April,  to  fee  the  comniandmg 
officers  of  all  the  volunteer  corps.  The  colonel  of 
this  Company  accordingly  attended.^  His  higfaneft 
obferved,  that  this  was  a  very  fine  corps,  and  inquired 
its  ftrength,  and  what  was  the  extent  of  the  fervice  it 
3  was 
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was  willing  to  undertake  ?  The  colonel  Informed  him 
that  its  effeftive  ftrength  was  450  men ;  that  he  con* 
fidered  the  corps  to  be  for  the  defence  and  proteftion 
of  the  metropolis,  and  with  that  view  they  were  willing 
to  undertake  any  fervice  that  the  occafion  required, 
and  his  royal  highnefs  could  expeft  from  them,  within 
the  London  diftriO:;  that  they  were  all  men  of  bufi- 
nefs,  ferving  without  pay;  but  fenfible,  that  when 
thrir  fervices  would  be  wanted,  bu(ine£s  mufl  be  laid 
afide,'and  they  fliould  be  then  ready  to  go  wherever 
their  fervices  would  be  wanted.  His  royal  highnefs 
replied,  that  he  did  not  afk  any  thing,  but  wifhed  the 
cokmel  to  confult  the  corps,  and  let  him  know  the 
extent  of  fervice  he  could  expe£k  from  them,  and 
that  it  was  as  men  of  bufinefs  that  he  wifhed  to  leam 
to  what  extent  he  could  rely  on  them. 

On  receiving  a  report  of  this  interview,  the  court, 
on  7th  of  March,  refolved,  that  the  engagement  to 
which  every  member  fubfcribcs,  on  his  admiffion  into 
the  Company,  will  afford  government  the  befl  infor- 
mation to  what  extent  the  fervices  of  the  corps  may 
be  employed. 

The  refidence  of  the  parties,  their  occupations 
and  concerns,  their  dearefl  connexions  and  habits  of 
life,  concenter  their  chief  interefts,  and  animate  their 
beft  zeal  for  the  prote£tion  of  the  metropolis.  Other 
towns  have  on  the  fame  principles  founded  their  corps 
for  their  peculiar  defence ;  the  addrefles  of  this  Com- 
pany have  invariably  exprefled  this  local  attachment ; 
and  while  that  chief  caufe  of  their  aflbciation  is  re- 
garded by  the  government  and  the  magiftrate,  they 
^ill  ever  retain  their  cordial  fervices.  ' 
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The  volunteers  of  the  Temple  Bar  and  St.  Paul's 
diilrlds  joined  into  the  London  loyal  corps,  and  ap- 
plied for  the  ufe  of  the  aVrtillery  Ground,  which  the 
Company  were  obliged  to  decline,  on  the  reafons 
before  frequently  noticed. 

The  feftival  for  the  benefit  of  the  fons  of  the  clergy 
was  fixed  for  the  9th  of  May,  and  was  honoured  this 
year  with  the  prefence  of  the  Prince  of  Wales.  The 
colonel  led  the  battalion  to  Temple  Bar,  where  they 
formed  in  open  column  of  companies,  and  preceded 
his  royal  highnefs  to  St,  Paul's  cathedral.  The  pals 
acrofs  the  church-yard  to  the  fteps  was  lined  by  the 
above-mentioned  volunteers,  who  marched  off  as  the 
Company  entered ;  the  ground  was  retamed  by  the 
Company  during  the  time  of  divine  fervice.  The 
prince,  upon  his  return  from  church,  favoured  the 
battalion  with  his  condefcending  encouragement ;  they 
then  preceded  him  to  Merchant  Taylors'  hall,  where 
^ey  waited  orders  from  the  lord  mayor.  General 
Lee,  •  who  accompanied  the  prince,  acquainted  the 
colonel,  that  his  royal  highnefs  felt  himfelf  much 
o^bligcd  by  the  Company's  attendance  upon  him,  and 
defired  they  would  accept  his  thanks,  and  would  not 
remain  longer  under  arms,  but  difmifs  as  foon  as  con- 
venient. Their  military  conduft  and  appearance, 
during  the  day,  were  confident  with  their  former 
fteadinefs,  and  highly  creditable  to  themfelves,  and 
honourable  to  the  corps. 

The  expedition  to  Egypt,  the  effeSt  of  the  late 
viftory  at  Aboukir  Bay,  the  fufpenfion  of  the  Habeas 
Corpus  ad,  the  union  of  Great  Britain  with  Ireland 
vinder  one  Icgiflaturc,  the  Englifli  expedition  to  the 

Helder, 
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Helder,  and  a  crowd  of  other  eventful  operations, 
now  agitated  the  public  mind,  and  alternately  kept 
alive  its  energies,  as  each  of  thefe  important  events 
occurred  to  aflefl;  its  feeling  or  its  intsreft. 

Mr,  Secretary  Dundas  ftated  to  the  Duke  of  York, 
that  a  great  number  of  the  volunteer  corps  of  the- 
London  dillrift  intimated  an  intention  of  parading 
together,  on  the  4th  of  June,  in  Hyde-park,  to.teftify 
their  loyalty  on  his  majefty's  birth-day ;  that  the  plan^ 
met  with  the  king's  moft  cordial  approbation,  and  he 
fignified  his  defign  of  beihg  prefent.     His  royal  high- 
nefs  therefore  direfted  the   officers  of  the  ftaft'  to 
arrange  the  movements;  and  the  refpedive  officers* 
n>et  the  commander  in  chief  at  Whitehall  accord-. 
ingly.     In  refpefl;  of  the  Company's  remote  antiquity 
among  the  volunteer  corps  of  England,  it  was  fettled 
that  they  (hould  have  the  right  of  the  line,  and  thus 
retail!  the  honourable  diftinftion  of  being  the  firft  of 
all  the  volunteer  corps  in  England.     The  whole  plan 
of  operations  having  been  well  underftood,  the  Com- 
pany aflemblied  at  four  in  the  morning,  and  marched 
to  Grofvenor  gate,  where  they  were  met  by  Lord 
Heathfield,   commander  of  the  right  wing.     They 
proceeded  to  take  their  own  ftation  on  the  right  of  the 
whole  line,  their  right  reaching  to  the  Serpentine  river; 
the  other  corps  dreffed  on  their  left.     At  nine  o'clock 
the  king,  agreeably  tp  his  appointment,   appeared. 
On  pailing  the  line,  he  obferved  to  the  colonel,  that 
the  battalion  were  a  fine  body  of  men,  and  inquired 
their  rank  and  (tation  in  life.    The  colonel  acquainted 
his  majefty  that  they  were  houfekeepers,  or  fons  of 
houfekeepers,  who  were  all  engaged  in  liberal  profef- 

2  L  2  fions 


516  H.A.C.  " 

fions  in  the  city  and  its  environs.  When  the  king 
had  paffed  the  whole  line,  and  they  fired  in  vollies, 
this  battalion  had  the  honour  of  receiving  Lord  Har- 
rington*s  approbation  for  its  fteadinefs.  In  marching 
afterwards  pail  the  king,  his  majefty  had  a  complete 
view  of  the  whole  column  led  on  by  this  Company. 
They  then  returned  to  the  Artillery  Ground,  where 
the  day  was  concluded  by  their  firing  a  royal  falute, 
and  afterwards  a  feu-de-joye  by  the  whole  line. 

Sixty-five  corps,  eftimating  about  8000  effedHve 
men,  affembled  on  this.  day.  The  King  was  attended 
by  the  Prince  of  Wales,  the  Dukes  of  York,  Kent, 
Cumberland,  and  Gloucefter ;  a  number  of  general 
officers,  and  a  large  detachment  of  horfe  guards.  The 
whole  quitted  the  Park  about  one  o'clock,  amidft  the 
affe£tionate  fhouts  of  not  lels  than  100,000  fpedaft)rs. 
The  fight  was  truly  grand;  and  although  the  evo- 
lutions were  ccmfiderably  impeded  by  a  high  wind 
and  much  rain,  the  whole  were  performed  with  great 
fpirit  and  dexterity.  # 

The  colonel,  before  he  difiniffed  the  corps,  cx- 
preifed,  by  order  of  Lord  Harrington,  his  majefty's 
thanks,  and  that  he  had  received  great  fatisfaSion  at 
their  regular  and  military  appearance,  and  was  fenfibly 
afFefted  with  this  fnark  of  attachment  to  his  perfon 
and  government,  and  was  highly  gratified  to  find  fo 
many  of  his  good  fubjefts  had  come  forward  in  fo 
exemplary  a  manner  in  fupport  of  our  happy  confti- 
tution ;  and  that  he  ftiould  direOr  a  public  advertife- 
ment.  of  his  fentiments  to  be  made  in  the  London 
Gazette;  but  in  the  mean  time  direfted  the  com- 
mander 
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mander  of  each  corps  to  communicate  thefe  fenti« 
ments  to  each  of  them  before  they  were  difmifled. 
The  following  b  a  copy  of  that  notification : 

GENERAL  ORDERS. 

Hts  royal  highaefs  the  commander  in  chief  hat  his  majefty't 
particalar  commands  to  communicate  to  the  feveral  corps  of  Tolan- 
teers  affembled  this  morning  in'Hjde-parJCy  the  great  fattsfa6lion 
with  which'his  majcfty  witnefled  their  regularity  and  military  ap- 
pearance, and  the  ftnking  manifeftation  of  their  cordial  and  afTec- 
ttonate  attachment  to  hia  majefty.  It  is  peculiarly  plealing  to 
biB  majefty  to  obferve  the  effeds  of  the  unwearied  diligence  and 
attention  of  the  ofiScers,  and  of  the  zeal  and  alacrity  of  the  vo- 
lunteers compofing  this  truly  refpe£lable  force,  which  entitle  them 
to  the  ftrongeft  expreflions  of  his  majcfly's  approbation,  and 
which  gratify  the  jufl  fentiments  of  national  pride,  in  the  fame 
proportion  in  which  they  add  to  the  public  fecurity.  His  majefly 
cannot  exprefs  the  fatisfadion  he  has  received  on  this  occalion^ 
without  the  plealing  recolle^ion  of  the  principles  of  attachment 
to  the  conftitution  under  which  thofe  corps  have  been  formed,  and 
without  con&dering  their  appearance  and  cooduA  on  this  day  as 
a  proof  of  their  firm  determination  to  fupport  his  majefty  in  tranf- 
mitting  it,  with  its  blcffings,  unimpaired,  to  their  pofterity.  His 
royal  highnefs  has  peculiar  picafure  in  making  known  his  majeily's 
fcDtiments  on  an  occafion  fo  acceptable  to  his  feelings;  and  he 
rcquells  the  rcfpc6livc  commanding  officers  to  take  the  earlieft 
opportunity  of  communicating  them  to  the  feveral  corps  feen  by 
bis  majeily  this  morning. 

Horfe  Gi^rds,  "  FREDERICK,  F.  M. 

June  4,  1799.  ,  Commander  in  Chief. 

In  addition  to  this  teftimony  of  his  majefty's  appro- 
bation and  acknowledgqient,  he  was  defirous  of  vifit- 
ing  them  in  the  refpeftive  dift  rifts,  and  of  thus  fee- 
ing them  on  their  own  ground,   where  their  local 
2  JL  3  attaclnnents 
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attachments  had  induced  them  to  pledge  tisAr  zQatt 
exertions.  The  following  letter  was  therefore  received 
by  the  colonel,  and  communicated  to  the  Company: 

TO  THE  OFFICER 

Commandlog  the  Artillery  Corps  of  VoluQteers. 

Thb  very  great  fatbfa£iion  his  majtfty  received  from 
the  military  appearance  and  the  truly  commendable  zeal  of  the 
volunteer  corps  that  were  alfembled  in  Hyde-park  od  thtr  morning 
of  his  majefty*8  birth «day,  have  induced  his  m&jelly  to  (ignify  bis 
wilh  to  fee  the  feveral  bodies  of  voluntetr  force,  aObciated  within 
the  metropolis  and  its  immediate  vicinity,  drawn  out  at  the  re- 
fpcdive  flationsy  which  under  a  general  arrangement,  prepared  for 
that  purpofe,  they  would  be  called  upon  to  occupy  ;  if,  however 
contrary,  I  am  happy  to  fay,  to  every  prefent  appearance,  circom* 
fiances  (hould  arife  to  require  their  adive  excttiops  in  the  defence 
of  the  invaluable  objedsa  for  the  maintenance  and  prefervaiion  of 
which  thefe  highly  meritorious  alFociations  were  fird  formed,  I 
cannot  doubt  that  it  will  be  highly  gratifying  to  yourfelf,  and  to 
the  corps  under  your  command,  to  find  in  this  fervice  a  frcfh  op- 
portunity of  manifcftiug  your  loyal  attachment  to  his  majcfiy  and 
the  conftitution,  and  of  requiring  a  further  title  to  his  majcily's 
approbation.  I  have  therefoi-e  only  to  inform  you,  that  hia  ma« 
jefty  has  fixed  upon  Friday  the  21ft  ind.  fox  this  general  infpedioo 
of  the  di^crei^t  corps  at  their  refpe^live  pofis ;  and  that  his  royal 
highnefs  the  commander  in  c^ief  will  ts^e  aii  early  opportunity 
for  communicating  to  you  the  details  of  the  arrangement  tM  be 
made  on  that  day  for  the  guidance  of  the  corpa  under  your 
command.  ^ 

,  I  am,  Sir^  yours,  &c 

Do>vning.ftrcct,  June  ^o,  1799.  HENRY   DUNDAS, 

The  colonel  acknowledged  receipt  of  this  letter,  and 

affured  Mr.Dundas  that  the  Artillery  Company  would 

be  happy  on  this,  as  on  every  pccafion,  to  ihew  their 

^  \infeigne4 
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unfeigned  loyalty  and  zealous  attachment  to  his  ma* 
jefty's  perfon  and  government,  and  that  they  would 
be  ready  at  thdr  ftation  in  the  Artillery  Ground  on 
the  day  appointed,  to  perform  fuch  fervice  as  his  royal 
highnefs  the  commander  in  chief  ihould  be  pleafed 
to  order. 

The  battalion  were  accordingly  fummoned,  and  the 
colonel  applied  to  the  Prince  of  Wales  that  he  would 
be  pl^fed  to  appear  as  their  captain-general,  which 
his  royal  highnefs  firft  fubmitted  to  the  king  for  his 
permiflion,  expreffing  at  the  fame  time  his  greateft  re- 
gard for  the  Company,  His  royal  highnefs  afterwards 
gracioufly  fignified  his  intention  of  putting  himfelf  at 
the  head  of  the  Company  in  Finfbury-fquare,  previous 
to  his  majefty's  arrival.  Major-general  Ludlow  firft 
infpeded  the  corps,  and  gave  orders  for  their  taking 
the  right  of  the  corps  in  Finibury-fquare ;  and  as  he 
was  obliged  to  return  to  the  weft,  he  gave  directions  > 
to  the  colonel  to  commmiicate  to  the  other  corps 
their  feveral  ftations.  The  Company  then  marched 
to  their  ftation  on  the  right,  in  Finft)ury.fquare,  where 
they  afterwards  formed  three  deep  on  the  north  fide : 
the  eight  ward  aiTociations,  under  the  command  of 
Liaitenant«Colonel  Williams,  drew  up  on  the  eaft  fide, 
followed  by  the  Finlbury  volunteers  under  Captain 
Crowder,  who  took  their  poft  on  the  fouth  fide;  the 
light  horfe  volunteers,  and  difraounted  part  of  that 
corps,  formed  on  the  weft  fide.  His  royal  highnefs, 
'accompanied  by  Generals  Hulfe  and  Leigh,  entered 
the  fquare  immediately  after  the  light  horle  volunteers, 
and  was  pleafed  to  take  the  command  of  the  corps. 
On  his  majefty's  approach,  his  royal  highnefs  gave  the 
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word ;  and  after  a  fliort  converfation  with  the  kingy 
commanded  the  colonel  to  return  his  thanks  to  the 
corps  for  their  attention  to  him,  and  to  fay  that  he 
was  highly  gratified  at  their  very  excellent  appearance^ 
and  was  happy  to  have  appeared  at  the  head  of  fo  re* 
fpe^ble  a  corps.  The  corps  then  returned  to  the  Ar- 
tillery Ground,  and  were  difmiffed* 

His  higbnels  was  with  the  corps  an  hour  before  the 
aniyal  of  the  king,  and  minutely  infpeded  them,  and 
exprefled  his  approbation  of  them,  particularly  of  the 
grenadier  company ;  and  figned  the  field  returns  as 
captain-general,  which  were  deUvered  to  General 
Hulfe,  The  king  entered  the  Iquare  by  Sun-ftreet, 
and  came  round  to  tlie  north  fide,  and  received  the 
firfl  faiute  from  this  Company  *. 

The  number  of  volunteers  thus  infpeded  amounted 
to  1 2,200  f. 

Such  is  the  fubflance  of  the  colonel's  report  y  to 
which  he  added,  that  at  a  grand  dinner  given  by  the 
commanders  and  field  officers  of  the  corps  who  were 
in  Hyde-park  on  4th  June,  his  royal  highnefs,  corn* 
mander  in  chief,  took  the  chair«  The  Prince  of  Wales, 
Buke  of  Gloucefler,  Stadtholder,  all  the  cabinet  mit 
niflers,  general  officers  of  London  diftrid,  lord  mapr 
and  fhei-iffs.  Earl  of  Leicefler,  &c, ,  Ck)lonel  Le  Me- 
furier  was  placed  at  the  head  of  the  fecond  table,  as 
colonel  of  tKe  oldefl  corps ;  and  Colonel  Herries,  as 
colonel  of  the  next  oldefl  corps,  took  the  head  of  the 
other  table.  The  health  of  his  Royal  Highnefe  oi 
Wales  was  propofed  by  Lord  Cheflerfield,  and  drank 
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as  captain-general  of  the  Hcmotuable  Artillery  Com^ 
pany,  the  oldeft  volunteer  corps  in  the  country;  vfhicb 
was  received  with  univerial  applaufe. 

At  the  fubfequent  courts  when  thefe  communica^ 
tions  were  regularly  reported,  a  refolution  pafled  un;u 
nimoufly,  "  That  Colonel  Le  Mefurier's  condud  oa 
all  occaiions  is  entitled  to  the  warmeft  thanks  of  dus 
court ;  but  they  are  now  more  eminently  due  to  him 
fat  havingy  by  his  late  judicious  and  able  communi- 
cations with  his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Prince  of  Wales, 
our  captain-geneial,  fecured  to  the  Company  fucb 
diftinguiihed  attention  from  his  royal  highnels  ^  muft 
Upd  to  promote  the  honour  and  refpedability  of  the 
Cpn]f>any,  and  fecure  to  it  a  continuation  of  public 
confidence  and  efteem  in  every  rei^)e&  •/' 

The  lord  mayor  requefted  the  colonel  to  meet 
Major-General  Ludlow  at  the  Manfion-houfe  on  17th 
of  June,  to  fix  upon  alarm  pofts  in  cafes  of  danger, 
and  neceffary  patroles,^  which  made  part  of  the  Royal 
Exchange  divifion  of  the  town  ;  thefe  were  arranged, 
and  that  the  Company  fhould  aflemble  on  their  own 
parade^  and  march  to  the  fpot  ailigned. 

Confequent  to  thefe  orders,  the  colonel,  on  21  ft  of 
Augufl,  marched  the  battalion  to  the  feveral  patroles, 
and  mounted  a  temporary  guard  at  the  New  River 
head.  1  be  grenadiers.  Captain  Clarkfon  with  the 
matrofs  divifion,  and  one  field-piece,  marched  to  the 
New  River  head  j  the  light  infantry  marched  to  Wor* 
jQiip-itreet:  all  the  patroles  afiierwards  joined,  and  the 
grenadiers  havmg  been  called  in,  the  corps  marched  oif 
the  ground,  and  were  formed  in  the  main  road  in  open 
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column  of  fubdiviiionSy  and  returned  along' the  City 
Road  to  the  Artillery  Ground, 

The  conunittee  appointed  by  the  court  to  treat  with 
the  committee  nominated  by  the  corporation,  in  con- 
leqiience  of  the' Company's  petition  above  mentioned, 
hdd  feveral  conferences  together,  and  with  a  deputa- 
tion from  the  court  of  lieutenancy ;  and  all  bdng  fen- 
£ble  of  the  great  inconvenience  the  Company  would 
fuffer  by  granting  the  ufe  of  the  Artillery  Ground  and 
annoury-houfe  to  the  militia  to  the  extent  required,  < 
the  Company's  committee  tried  every  means  in  their 
power  to  avert  the  fame,  and  for  that  end  propofed 
that  the  Company  ihould  take  a  new  leafe  of  the  pie- 
mifes,  leaving  out  the  daufe  which  conditions  iar  the 
entrance  of  the  city  trained  bands,  and  that  the  Com* 
pany  fhould  pay  either  a  fum  of  money  or  an  annual 
fine  for  the  abandonment  of  the  faid  claufe  by  the 
city.  They  alfo  propofed,  in  Ueu  of  the  militia, 
to  admit  the  various  volunteer  corps  of  Londoq 
ferving  without  pay  to  exercife  in  the  Artillery 
Ground}  but  both  thefe  propofals  were  rejeded 
aa  the  part  of  the  corporation.  They  then  found 
themfelves  under  the  neceiSty  of  accepting,  as  the 
bafis  for  an  agreement,  the  propofitions  of  the  court  of 
common  council,  dated  the  11th  of  July  1796,  for 
the  diftributlon  of  the  Artillery  Ground  and  armoury* 
houfe  between  the  Artillery  Company  and  the  dty 
militia ;  the  gi-eateft  difficulty  in  which  a{:^>eared  to 
arife  from  the  probable  interference  of  the  two  corps 
by  any  participation  of  thearmoury-houfe.  To  obviate 
this  it  was  fuggefted  for  the  Company  to  give  up 
about  fixty  feet  in  depth  of  the  Artillery  Ground,  at 
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the  back  of  the  houfes  in  BunhilUrow,  north  of  that 
gate,  whereon  the  militia  might  ered  premifes  for 
their  (helter  and  accommodation,  fo  as  not  to  require 
any  interference  with  the  armoury-houfe.  For  the  fur-\ 
render  of  this  piece  of  ground,  the  committee  thought 
they  might  reafonabiy  look  for  fome  compenfation^ 
and  with  that  view  propofed  that  the  Company  and 
the  court  of  lieutenancy  fhould  each  bear  their  own 
law  expenfes  incurred  in  this  conteil. 

Thcfc  points  being  aflcnted  to,  the  committee,  in 
a  conference  held  at  Guildhall,  on  Monday  the  jotb 
September,  with  the  militia  committee  of  the  court  of 
common  council,  mutually  agreed  on  the  following 
articles,,  fubjcdl  to  the  approbation  of  the  Company 
and  the  court  of  common  council:  vi^. 

id.  That  the  London  militia,  when  embodied  or 
called  out  by  the  lord  mayor  and  aldermen,  as  dircdlcd 
by  the  adt,  fiiould  have  the  exclufivc  ufe  of  the  Ar* 
tiUery  Ground  four  days  in  each  week,  viz.  Monday^ 
Tuejdayj  Friday^  and  Saturday \  the  Artillery  Company 
fhould  have  ac  all  times  free  ingrefs  to  their  houle, 
and  to  any  other  building  that  might  hereafter  be 
creeled  by  the  Company  for  military  purpofes,  on  the 
ground  abutting  eaft  and  weft  of  the  houle. 

2d.  That  the  Artillciy  Company  fhould  have  the 
exclufive  ufe  of  the  ground  on  the  other  two  days  in 
each  week,  viz.  JVedneJday  and  Tburjday. 

3d.  That  the  militia  and  the  Artillery  Company 
Ihould  have  alcernatcly  the  ufe  of  the  groimd  on  Sun-- 
daysy  the  Artillery  Company  on  the  firft  .Sunday  after 
their  new  leafc  (hqulJ  be  fcaled  and  delivered. 

4th.  That  the  militia,  whcni*«e  embodied,  fhould 
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have  the  exdufive  ufe  of  the  ground  for  twenty^ci^ 
days  for  training  and  exercifing. 

fth.  That  the  Artillery  Company  ihould  have  the 
cxcluiive  ure  of  the  ground  on  the  following  days, 
viz.  the  king's  birth-day,  the  Prince  of  Wales's,  or 
captain-general  of  the  Ck)mpany's  birth-day,  the  king's 
accellion,  and  the  king's  coronation. 

6th.  That  the  militia  fhould  have  free  ingrefs  and 
egrefs  at  the  weft  gate  of  the  ground  on  the  days 
appropriated  to  their  ufe,  until  they  ihould  have  ano- 
ther entrance. 

7th.  That  the  Artillery  Company  fliould  give  op 
the  piece  of  ground  from  the  weft  gate  to  the  \%  all  of 
the  burying  ground,  of  the  depth  of  fixiy-four  feet, 
and  from  north  to  foutb  from  the  gravel  walk  to  the 
burying  ground,  of  the  width  of  1 1 2  feet. 

8th.  That  the  doors  in  the  new  wall  Ihould  be  made 
double,  one  to  open  inwards  for  the  ufe  of  the  city 
militia,  and  the  other  outwards,  to  be  locked  by  the 
Artillery  Company,  at  fuch  times  as  the  Company 
ihould  have  the  ufe  of  the  ground. 

Under  all  the  circumftances  of  the  cafe,  and  the 
difficult  fituation  in  which  the  Company  was  placed, 
it  was  judged  moft  advifable  for  them  and  for  the 
corporation,  as  well  as  for  the  lieutenancy,  to  ratify 
thefe  propofals ;  they  were  accordingly  agreed  to  by 
them  all,  and  ^ordered  to  be  carried  into  immediate 
effca. 

The  fpccial  committee  having  prefeiited  to  a  ge- 
neral court,  held  on  4th  December,  their  report, 
containing  the  terms  of  the  compromife  above  ftated^ 
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and  the  fame  having  been  fully  approved,  the  thanks 
of  the  court  were  unanimoufly  given  to  the  committee 
and  court  of  adiftants,  and  alfo  to  Colonel  Le  Me« 
furier,  for  his  .ftrenuous  and  unwearied  att^tion  to 
thekitercds  of  the  Company,  particularly  in  the  various 
ftruggles  that  have  for  fome  years  paft  occurred  between 
the  Company,  the  corporation  of  the  city  of  London^ 
and  the  court  of  lieutenancy,  as  to  the  claims  of  the 
London  militia  to  an  unlimited  liberty  of  exerciling 
in,  and  ufing  the  ground  and  houfe  of  the  Company, 
the  difputcs  concerning  which  have  been  uldmately 
compromifed  A  voluntary  fub&ription  was  raiicd 
CO  pay  the  expenfes  of  the  fuits,  &c. 

Sergeant  James  Milne,  of  the  3d  ^regiment  of 
Guards^  being  introduced  into  the  court,  begged 
leave  to  prefent  to  the  colonel  a  rifle  barrelled  mufket, 
which  in  the  lace  expedition  to  Holland  he,  on  the 
97th  Auguft  laft,  when  the  Briiifh  army  landed  near 
theHelder,  took  from  a  Dutch  riBenan;  and  with 
which  riSe  he,  Serjeant  Milne,  at  the  battle  of  Lang- 
dike,  ihot  a  French  general  of  brigade.  The  colonel, 
at  the  defire  of  the  court,  accepted  the  piece,  and  was 
pleafed  to  prefent  it  to  be  kept  with  the  flrores  of  the 
Company.  The  court  pf aflidants  afterwards  prefented 
the  fergeant  with  ten  guineas. 

1800.  On  the  1 2th  of  February,  the  Company 
marched  to  St.  Paul's  cathedral,  on  the  general  6ft. 

Oh  the  19th,  the  livery  of  London  expre0ed  the 
Cenfe  of  a  large  majority  of  the  nation  in  a  wi(h  for 
peace,  by  prefenting  a  petition  to  the.  Houfeof  Com^ 
mons,  praying  for  fuch  meafurcs  as  might  tend  to 
promote  it*  S 
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The  long  continuance"  of  the  war,  rather  than  any 
condiift  of  the  enemy  in  any  one  of  its  campaigns, 
was  the  leading  caufe  of  the  general  wifti  for  peacc- 
Tiie  condudt  of  the  French  commander  at  JafFa  and  in 
Egypt  had  been  fufficicntly  recognifedj  and  the  very 
different  evidence  of  the  gallantry  and  valour  of  his 
opponent  at  the  fiege  of  Acre,  Sir  Wm.  Sidney  Smith, 
added' to  the  newly  adopted  conftitution  in  France, 
which  had  been  di^bated  at  the  point  of  the  (word, 
and  had  elevated  their  commander  to  the  high  ftation 
of  chief  confoi,*  were  ill  calculated  of  themfelves  to 
awaken  much  dcfire  for  amity,  or  to  cement  the  rch- 
tions  of  confidence  and  peace  with  Great  Britain  and 
her  ambitious  rival.     Sail  negociations  for  peace  were 
carried  on,  were  broken- off,  and  renewed  5  during  all 
which  time  hoflilities  were  vigorouQy  a<3ing  and  pre- 
paring; fieges  and  expeditions  were  planned,  executed, 
and  loft's  and  finally,  the  ifland  of  Malta,  of  fo  much 
importance  in  the  fubfequent  negociations,  fell  to  the 
dominion  of  the  Britifli  arms. 

A  fubfcription  was  raifed  amongft  the  Company 
for  the  widows,  wives,  and  children,  of  the  killed  and 
wounded  Britilh  foldiers  in  Holland  in  the  laft  expe- 
dition :  200  guineas  were  coUefted,  which  was  of 
larger  amount  than  the  fubfcription  of  any  other  vo* 
lunteer  corps  \  a  final!  furplus  of  3/.  %s.  6d.  was  put 
into  the  poor's  box. 

March  8,  The  colonel  prefented  a  print  of  the 
review  in  Hyde-park,  in  which  the  Company  is  fecn 
to  pafs  the  king  in  column,  at  the  head  of  all  the 
volunteer  corps  of  the  metropolis  ^  and  the  colonel  is 
in  the  aft  of  fainting. 

The 
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The  court,  in  their  vote  of  thanks  for  this  prtlcnt, ' 
cxprefs  their  acknowledgments  to  the  colonel  *^  for 
the  avidity  with  which  he  fcized  every  opportunity  of 
iignalizing  the  appearance  of  the  battalion/' 
,  A  new  edition  was  ordered  of  the  rules  of  the  i}^ 
citty  ;  and  this  is  the  lad  code  upon  which  the  Com- 
pany are  now  a6]iing}  a  copy  of  them  is  fubjoined^in 
the  Appendix. 

The  agreement  between  die  Company,  the  cor- 
poration, and  the  lieutenancy,  being  at  length  ac-- 
complilhed,  by  the  city  having  (ealed  a  new  leafe, 
ipecifying  the  terms  above  dated,  the  battalion  a/Tem- 
bled  on  Sunday  morning,  the  4th  of  May,  to  hear 
divine  fervice  and  a  fermon  by  their  chaplain;  and 
on  the  following  day,  in  confcqucnce  of  notice  from 
the  court  of  lieutenancy,  the  Company  aiiembled 
again,  and  having  locked  the  caftem  and  foutbern 
gates^  met  at  the  vreftern  gate  to  admit  the  militia  in 
form^  The  weft  regiment  of  London  mUitia,  under 
command  of  Colonel  Newnham,  marched  into  the 
Artillery  Ground  in  the  prefence  of  a  few  of  the 
members  of  the  common  council  as  fpe&ators:  a 
piece  of  ground  at  the  north-weft  angle  was  then 
meafured  oflF,  as  furrendered  to  the  city  for  the  ufe  of 
the  militia,  which  has  been  lince  enclofed  with  a  high 
wall  and  gates. 

On  the  15th  of  May  the  battalion  were  again  called 
upon  to  attend  the  Prince  of  Wales  and  Duke  of 
York  to  St  Paul's  church,  as  laft  year,  on  the  feltival 
for  the  benefit  of  the  fons  of  the  clergy. 

In  the  tvening  of  the  lame  day,  at  the  moment 
when  the  king,  was  entering  his  box  at  the  Theatre 
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Royal  m  Dniry-Iane,  and  had  fcarcely  advanced  Ibiir 
or  five  paces  forward,  a  man  fuddenly  ftood  up  on  the 
right  hand  fide  of  the  pit,  near  the  orcheftra^  and  dit 
charged  a  piftol  at  his  majeily ;  the  qneen  wa8  lei* 
lowing,  but  his  majefty  held  up  his  hand  to  cautkm 
her  not  to  advance,  and  then  ftood  firmly,  waidag  die 
i£ie :  her  majefty  entered  afterwards,  and  afked  the 
king  if  they  fhould  ftay ;  his  majefty  anfwered,  "  We 
will  not  ftir,  but  ftay  the  entertainment  out/*  The 
people  vehemently  called  out  to  feize  the  ddinquent^ 
and  the  king  advanced  to  the  front  of  his  box,  not  die 
leaft  difcoilcerted.  The  indignation  of  the  audience, 
fearful  V  that  an  efcape  m%ht  have  been  efie£ked,  de- 
manded that  the  perfon  fhould  be  (hewn  to  them ;  but 
he  had,  in  the  uproar  which  the  (hot  fkrft  occafioaed, 
been  inftandy  fdzed  by  Mr.  Tamplin,  a  trumpeter  in 
the  band,  and  conveyed  from  the  pit,  over  the  ordae- 
ftra,  into  a  room  in  the  theatre,  and  Mr.  Kelly  came 
forward  to  aflure  the  audience  of  diis  &d :  die  curtain 
was  drawn  up,  and  the  performance  was  opening  by 
yii.  Bannifter,  jun.  while  the  murmurs  of  doubt  and 
fuitnife  ftill  fpread  through  the  audience  \  they  there* 
fore  interrupted  the  entertainment  by  requiring  further 
proof  that  the  criminal  was  in  fafe  cuftody,  and  were 
at  length  pacified  by  the  reaflurances  c^  Mr.  Bannifter ,, 
and  Mrs.  Jordan.  In  the  mean  dme  Mr*  Sheridan, 
afSfted  by  Mr.  Wickftead,  a  magiftrate^  proceeded  to 
examine  the  pockets  of  the  man,  and  to  queftion  him 
as  to  his  name :  he  confefied  that  his  name  was  James 
^adfield — ^^  that  it  was  not  over  yet — that  there  was 
a  great  deal  more  and  worfe  to  be  done  ;H  and  after* 
wards  fpoke  familiarly  to  the  Duke,  of  York,  who  at 

that 
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that  time  entered  the  room,  to  whom  he  Ihewed  fome 
of  the  wounds  he  had  recdved  in  fighting  hy  his 
fide ;'  that  at  Lincelles  he  had  been  left  three  hours 
among  the  dead  in  a  ditch,  and  was  taken  prifoner  by 
the  French ;  had  his  arm  broken  by  a  fhot,  and  eight 
falM'e  wounds  in  his  head :  "  but  I  recovered/'  added 
he,  ^^  and  here  I  am."  He  denied  that  he  had  at- 
tempted to  kill  the  king,  but  had  only  fired  over  the 
king's  box ;  he  was  as  good  a  fliot  as  any  in  England, 
was  weary  of  life  and  wifhed  to  die,  but  not  by  his 
own  hands ;  he  had  hoped  to  raife  an  alarm,  that 
the  fpe£bators  might  fall  upon  him,  and  that  his 
life  was  forfeited ;  belonged  to  no  political  fociety, 
and  folemnly  declared  that  he  had  nq  accomplices* 
He  next  began  to  exhibit  fymptoms  of 'derangement, 
which  continued  during  all  the  reft  of  his  examina- 
tions and  confinement,  and  was  teflified  ^upon  his  trial : 
this  was  attributed  to  the  wounds  which  he  had  ac» 
quired  in  the  moft  dangerous  fervice  in  the  army. 

This  alarming  and  additional  evidence  of  his  in« 
fanity  attrafted  the  notice  of  every  individual,  and  of 
all  focieties.  When  the  firft  indignation  had  fubfided, 
the  univerfal  joy  at  his  majefty's  fafety,  and  the  gene* 
ral  admiration  at  his  collected  firmnefs  and  prefence  of 
mind,  with  the  amiable  attention  he  had  (hewn  to  the 
queen's  agitation,  increafed,  if  it  were  poflible,  the 
high  veneration  which  the  people  were  accuflomed  to 
feel  for  their  common  parent.  Addrefies  of  congra- 
tulation, and  the  warmed  proteftations  of  allegiance 
and  fupport,  were  poured  forth  from  every  part  of  the 
country.  Afpecial  court  was  held  on  the  21ft,  for 
the  purpofe  of  giving  the  company  the  gratification  of 
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fending  up  to  the  throne  their  teftimonies  of  concur* 
ring  loyalty  xiith  the  reft  of  theur  fellow  fubje&s,  when 
they  prepared  die  following  addreis^  and  ordered  it  to 
be  prefented  by  their  chiefs : 

TO  THE  KING'S  MOST  EXCELLENT  MAJESTY. 


0 


Most  G&acious  Soterbign, 

We»  your  majefty*8  ever  dutiful  and  loyal  fabjcdfl^  the 
preiideat,  vice-pre6dent,  tretfurer,  and  body  of  the  AitXcry  Com* 
paoy  of  London,  ia  general  court  aifcmbledy  beg  leave  to  ap 
preach  your  irajefty  with  our  warmcft  coogtatulations  on  your 
inajefty's  providentidl  efcape  from  the  late  moft  wicked  and  trai- 
terous  attempt  againft  your  majcfty*8  facred  perlbn  and  life* 
•  We  join  with  all  your  majefty*s  faithful  fobjc^b  in  imfeigned 
and  hearty  thanks  to  the  Almighty  for  hating  thns  figvaDy  pre- 
ferved  a  life  fo  dear  to  our  coantry^  fo  eflentially  conne&cd  with 
the  prefervation  of  true  rdigion,  of  peace,  and  of  good  order 
amongll  us,  and  fo  interefUng  to  the  uoiTerfe  at  the  pretent  event- 
ful period.  ' 

While  we  contemplate  with  gratitude  and  admiration  themny 
virtues  which  adorn  the  throne,  the  paternal  care  and  aiEe&ion 
which  your  majedy  has  uniformly  extended  during  a  long  reign  to 
cvciy  clafs  of  your  fubjcAs,  and  the  unremitting  attachment  which 
your  majefty  has  (hewn  to  our  happy  conftitution,  and  to  the  laws, 
liglus,  and  liberties  of  the  people  at  large,  we  arc  ftnick  with 
horror  and  amazement  at  the  recolkdion  that  there  are  fome  in 
this  happy  country  fo  loft. to  every  fenfe  of  duty«  of  gratitude,  and 
religion,  as  to  lift  the  (acrilegious.hand  againil  their  mofi  gracious 
and  mod  benign  fovereign. 

Wc  gmiefuny  acknowledge  that,  by  the  bounty  of  Providence, 
and  through  the  ^Kifdom  of  your  majefty's  councils,  dod  the  firm* 
tiefs  of  your  majefly's  government,  otr  country  has  been  preferred 
from  the  dire  ^fFedls  of  thofe  impious  dodlrioes  which  have  given 
birth  to  tile  fouled,  mod  atrociouf^,  and  unheard 'of  crimes,.whicb 
have  long  rendered  a  neighbouring  country  the  feat  of  anarchy, 
pillngc,  and  murder,  and  have  fubjc6led  it  to  the  groflcft  ufur* 
I  aiion  ant!  vilcft  tyranny,  and  which  have  fpread  their  potfonin  « 
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greater  or.  lefs  degcee  through  every  part  of  the  glob^  haying  for 
their  objeft  the  entire  fubv^on  of  order^  morality^  and.  reli- 
gion. 

We  moft  humbly  beg  to  aiTure  your  majefty,  that  we  fliall>  at  all 
times^  aad  on  all  occafioxis^  with  the  warmed  and  moft  zeaboa 
loyaltyi  coOeftively  and  individually^  with  our  lives  and  fortuneflj 
continue  to  be  ready  to  defend  your  majefty's  facred  perfon  and 
to  fupport  your  illuftrious  family  and  government  againfk  every  at- 
tempt of  foreign  enemies  or  doineftic  traitors. 

May  it  pleafe  Divine  Providence  ever  to  proteft  your  majefly 
and  to  defeat  the  machinationfi  and  confpiracies  of  wicked  mefa,  lo 
give  vidory  to  your  majefty's  fleets  and  armies^  and  thereby  enable 
your  majefty  to  give  to  your  fubjeds  aod'to  procure  for  Europe 
the  bleffibgs  of  a  fafe,  honourable^  and  permanent  peace. 

This  addrefs  was  gracioufly  received  ;  and  the  king, 
to  (hew  that  his  accuftomed  confidence  in  his  people 
was  in  no  degree  abated  by  the  above  untoward  in« 
cident,  foon  after  fignified  his  wifh  to  review  the  vo- 
lunteers in  Hyde-park,  on  his  birth-day,  as  he  had 
done  in  the  preceding  year. 

His  majefty  then  entered  the  fixty-third  year  of  hi^ 
age.  This  Company  marched  to  their  ufual  ftation  on 
the  right  of  the  line ;  about  12,000  men  under  arms 
dreffed  on  their  left :  the  ground  was  moft  excellently 
kept  by  the  city  light  horfe,  the  London^  Weftminfter, 
and  Surrey  cavalry.  His  majefty  arrived  at*  nine 
o'clock*  attended  by  the  Prince  of  Wales,  the  Dukes 
of  York,  Cumberland,  and  Gloucefter,  Prince  Wil- 
liam of  Gloucefter,  Eark  Harrington  and  Chatham, 
and  many  others  of  the  nobility.  It  poured  a  torrent 
of  rain  during  the  whole  of  the  review  ;  but  his  ma- 
jefty chofe  to  be  equally  expofed  as  his  people,  and 
therefore  refufed  a  great  coat.    The  evolutions  ended 
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at  two  o'clockjWith  every  credit  to  the  refpeflive  corps: 
377  of  the  Artillery  Company  were  on  duty.  The 
Prince  of  Wales  followed  his  majefty  along  the  line, 
but  returned  to  head  the  Company  when  they 
marched  and  faluted  the  king,  and,  after  paffing  die 
line  of  general  officers,  he  took  leave  of  the  corps. 

It  would  be  incorred  and  unfatlsfadory  to  omit 
the  favourable  impreilions  of  royal  approbation  which 
were  expreffed  to  all  the  corps  in  the  general  orders 
of  the  day,  though  each  may,  po'haps,  be  conidous 
of  fome  vanity  in  applying  their  flattering  praife  to 
themfelves;  but  there  is  a  pride  in  every  laudable 
emulation,  which,  while  it  does  not  feek  applaufe,  is 
yet  warmed  by  the  tribute  offered  to  its  defert.  There 
is  not  an  individual  member  of  any  one  of  the  corps, 
prefent  on  thefe  occafions,  who  may  not,  without 
blame,  take  to  himfelf  fome  portion  of  the  good  opi- 
nion offered  to  all ;  and  while  he  recollects  that  he  had 
the  honour  of  contributing  his  part  to  make  up  the 
aggregate  of  that  affefkionate  attachment  which  the 
whole 'had  teftified  to  their  foverdgn  and  their  coun- 
try, he  feels,  and  may  be  allowed  to  feel,  the  manly 
ardour  of  his  duty,  and  to  cherifh  the  impreffions 
which  he  had  learnt  to  imbibe,  of  gradtud^  for  the 
bleflings  he  lives  to  enjoy. 

The  following  expreffiohs  of  approbation,  by  the 

king's  command,  will  be  fondly  cheriftied  by  every 

volunteer  as  long  as  he  has  power  to  recoUeft  that  his 

fervices  were  accepted  by  his  fovereign,  and,  in  him, 

by  his  country. 

3 

GENERAL 
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GENERAL  ORDERS. 

His  royal  highnefs  the  coitimandfr  in  chief  has  received  the  . 
king's  commands  to  convey  to  the  fcTeral  Yolunteer  and  affociated 
corps,  alTembled  In  H'yde-park  this  morning,  his  n)ajefty*s  thanks 
for  their  truly  mih'tary  appearance,  which  reflefts  infinite  credit  on 
the  officers  under  whom  they  have  attained  their  prefent  degree  of 
perfe6tion/  as  well  as  on  the  individuals  who  have  enrolled  them-  * 
felves  in  thefe  corps,  for  obje6U  of  the  higheft  national  impor* 
tance. 

His  majefty^wiUi  the  utmoft  heartfelt  fatisfkdtion,  contemplates, 
amidft  the  many  tedimonies  of  affedlionate  attachment  which  he  haf 
recently  received  from  every  daft  of  his  rubje6ls,  the  unabated 
loyalty  and  zeal  which  pervade  the  armed  volunteers  throughout 
the  kingdom.  The  corps  of  this  defcriptton  ellablilhcd  in  the 
laetropoh's  and  its  vicinity,  have  ftrongly  evinced  their  fentiments 
to  the  world,  and  in  a  mode  pccuh'arly  gratifying  to  his  majcfty,  by 
the  order  and  regularity  they  have  this  day  exhibited*  His  majcfty, 
while  he  thus  ftrongly  expreHes  his  approbation  of  them  as  foldiere, 
with  eagernefi  embraces  the  opportunity  of  tcftifying  the  fenfe  he 
entertains  of  their  merits  in  their  civil  capacities.  He  views  with 
pride  and  exultation  this  refpedable  force,  formed  on  the  trued 
conllitutional  prtnciplcp,  and  caUed  forth  in  defence  of  thofe  na- 
tional bleiCngs,  and  of  that  freedom,  which  it  is  the  firil  wifh  of 
his  majelly's  heart  to  prefervc  unimpaired  as  the  fureft  fupports  of 
the  dignity  and  profperity  of  the  Britifh  empire.  His  royal  high- 
nefs  the  commander  in  chief  has  the  higheft  fatisfa£tion  in  dif- 
charging  his  duty,  by  communicating  his  majefty's  moft  gracious 
fentiments  towaids  the  voluateer  and  afTociated  corps,  and  requefts 
that  the  commanding  officers  wilthave  recourfe  to  the  readied  means 
of  making  the  fame  known  to  their  rcfpeclive  corps^  which  were 

this  morning  reviewed  by  his  majefty. 

FREDERICK, 

Horfe  Guards,  Commander  in  Chief. 

June  4th,  iSoo. 

On  the  3d  of  July  the  Company  purchafed  of  Mr. 
Herriot,  (or  five  guineas,  the  arms  of  the  Company  on 
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vellum,  framed  and  glazed,  which  his  father,  a  meni' 
ber  of  this  Company,  was  faid  to  have  bought  at  an 
audion ;  that  it  was  tHe  fame  which  had  been  pre- 
fented  by  the  fociety  to  King  George  the  Second 
when  he  was  Prince  of  Wales,  and  which  by  fome 
occurrence  had  got  into  private  hands.  It  now  makes 
a  part  of  the  ornaments  of  the  court-room,  and  feems 
to  be  the  only  correft  copy  from  the  ftandard  original 
in  the  ancient  Vellum  Book. 

A  confiderable  uproar  took  place,  on  the  16th  of 
Auguft,  at  the  gates  of  the  prifon  in  Cold  Bath-fields, 
which  called  for  the  affiduous  exertions  of  the  magif- 
trates  dnd  all  the  volunteers  of  that  neighbourhood : 
the  Company  was  in  readinefs,  but  were  ndt  called 
forth. 

But  a  more  alarming  diforder  affailed  the  tran- 
quillity of  the  metropolis  on  the  14th  of  .September ; 
hand-bills  were  diflributed  and  fixed  againft  the 
Monument,  exciting  a  general  uproar : — their  con- 
tents were  as  follow : 

*'  Bread  will  be  fixpence  the  quartern  loaf  if  the 
people  will  affemble  at  the  com  market  on  Monday. 
Fellow  countrymen!  how  long  will  ye.  quietly  and 
cowardly  fuffer  yourfelves  to  be  thus  impofed  up(Mi 
and  half  ftarved  by  a  fet  of  mercenary  flfeves  and  go- 
vernment hirelings  ?  Can  you  ftill  fuffer  them  to  pro- 
ceed in  their  extenfive  monopolies  while  your  families 
are  crying  for  bread?  No,  let  them  exift  not  a  day 
longer ;  we  are  the  fovereignty :  rife  then  from  your 
lethargy.     Be  at  the  corn  market  on  Monday  *.** 

•  Apn.  Reg* 

The 
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^  The  langKage  ia  which  this  paper  was  conceived^ 
fliews  it  to  have  been  compofed  by  ho  very  common 
underftanding.     The  lord  mayor,  Harvey  Chriflian 

Combe,  efq,  M.P.  ufion  the  firft  information  of  thefe 
hand-bills,  with  that  laudable  fpirit  of  adivity  which 
has  always  charaderized  his  public  fervices,  took  the 
neceflary  precautions  c^  colle£Ung  his  officers,  and 
giving  notice  to  the  Artillery  Company,  and  other  vo- 
lunteer corps,  to  be  in  readinefs ;  he  eftabliihed  a 
routine  of  duty,'  and  prefcribed  to  each  their  refpedtive 
pofts. 

At  about  nine  o'clock,  on  the  15th,  a  confiderable 
multitude  met  at  the  com  exchange,  in  Mark-lane, 
where  they  began  by  infulting  the  mealmen  and  corn 
favors,  who  were  all  indifcriminately  ftigmatized  with 
the  crime  of  monopoly.  The  lord  mayor,  having  been 
apprifed  of  their  aflembling,  immediately  went  to  the 
place,  and  recommended  to  the  people  to  difperfe 
peaceably,  that  being  the  mofl  likely  means  of  ac- 
complifliing  the  objefl;  which  they  defired.  The  whole, 
except  a  few  ftragglers,  were  influenced  by  his  rea- 
foning  J  and  his  lordfliip,  having  left  a  marihal  with 
fomq  conftables  on  duty,  went  to  Guildhall  upon  othqr 
bufinefs  :  he  had  not  arrived  there  many  minutes  be- 
fore he  received  intelligence  that  the  populace  had  re- 
affembled ;  he  returned  to  the  fpot,  accompanied  by 
fome  of  his  brethren  and  an  additional  civil  force, 
where  the  people  were  very  tumultuous  during  the 
whole  of  the  day ;  and  when  they  difperfcd,  at  about 
five  o'clock,  they  wreal^ed  their  vengeance  upon  the 
houfe  of  a  gentleman  in  Blackfriars-road,  who  was 
charged  with  monopoly,    A  court  of  afliftants  was 
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called  on  the  emergency,  and  at  twelve  o'clock  100 
members  had  aflembled. 

A  fpecial  court  of  aldermen  was  held  on  the  I6eh, 
who,  in  the  moft  temperate  and  manly  terms,  deter- 
mined to  defend  the  public  peace  and  to  prevent  the 
courfe  of  the  corn  market  from  being  farther  inter- 
rupted. The  mob,  however,  'perfifted  in  their  aflem- 
bly,  and  it  became  necelfary  for  the  magiftrates  to 
have  recourfe  to  ftrong  meafures. 

In  the  evening  of  the  IGth^he  rioters  had  changed 
their  objed,  and  took  their  (land  before  the  houfe  of 
Meffrs.  Wood  and  Co,  in  Bifliopfgate-ftreet,  cheefe^ 
mongers ;  a  perfon  from  them  went  to  the  aimomy- 
houfe,  foliciting  protection,  and  flaring  that  2000  peo- 
ple had  aflembled  there  in  a  tumultuous  manner.  The 
colonel  fent  the  intelligence  to  the  lord  mayor,  and 
alfo  to  the  light  horfe  volunteers  to  join  them,^aDd 
marched  out  200  of  the  battalion,  leaving  the  matrois 
divifion  as  a  guard:  they  proceeded  in  profound 
filence,  which  enabled  them  not  only  to  hear  the 
uproar  at  a  diflance,  but  alfo  to  come  upon  the  rioters 
unexpeftedly.  No  fooner  had  the  Company  formed 
the  line  along  the  pavement,  and  advanced  in  front  a 
few  files,  then  the  mob  left  the  ftreet ;  they  were 
compofed  not  of  women  and  boys,  but  of  able  bodied 
men  or  ftout  boys;  fcarcely  a  woman  was  feen  ammg 
them. 

The  lord  mayor  came  to  the  place,  and  dire&ed  the 
corps  to  remain  there  till  half  pad  eleven :  the  light 
horfe  volunteers  paraded  the  ftreets,  by  his  lordihip's 
order,  the  whole  evening ;  they  were  aflailed  with  a 
fliower  of  ilqn^,  and  the  adjutant  of  the  company  re- 
ceived 
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caved  a  (hot  on  his  upper  lip,  which  was  fuppofed  to 
have  come  from  an  air  gun,  as  no  report  was  heard^ 
and  the  ftreet  was  tolerably  ^uiet.  A  detachment 
having  been  left  at  Mr,  Wood's,  the  reft  of  the  bat^ 
talion  marched  back  to  the  armoury-houfe,  where 
they  were  difmifled  at  one  o'clock. 

On  the  next  day  the  corps  were  again  afTembled, 
171  ftrong,  at  the  defire  of  the  magiftrates  of  Wor- 
fliip-ftreet,  and  led  to  the  houfe  of  a  Mr.  Jones,  a 
cheefemonger,  in  Chifwell-ftreet,  where  the  rioter* 
were  proceeding  to'fuch  extremities  that  the  corps 
were  commanded  to  charge,  which  drove  them  into 
Whitecrofs-ftreet,  where  Mr.  Giffard  read  the  riot 
a&.  A  detached  party  was  left  there,  while  the  colo- 
nel led  back  the  reft  of  the  divifion  to  Chifwell-ftreet. 
The  mob  retired,  and  that  part  of  the  city  remained 


The  lord  mayor  iffued  a  precept,  on  the  I7th,  re-, 
quefting  that  all  well  difpofed  inhabitants,  upon  the 
appearance  of  the  military,  Ihould  keep  themfelves 
•from  the  windows,  their  families  and  fervants 
within  doors,  and  to  remain  in  their  back  rooms. 
The  Artillery  Company  were  then  ordered  under  arms 
on  the  18th,  and  ^e  magiftrates  of  Worfliip-ftrect 
requefted  a  detachment  of  40  or  50  to  aid  the  mea-s 
fures  they  were  alfo  called  upon  to  take  in  the  fame 
diftrift  ;  they  loaded  by  Mr.  Giffard's  orders,  and  the 
volunteers  of  Shoreditch,  Finft)ury,  and  the  Highland 
corps,  formed  in  clofe  column  upon  the  end  of  the 
ftreet :  here  they  were  annoyed  by  a  (hower  of  ftoncs, 
and  therefore  a  fcouring  party  was  detaclicd,  who 
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difperfed  the  aflailants.  From  thence  they  inarched^ 
to  the  premifes  of  Meffrs.  Howard,  in  Old-ftr^t,  where 
a  violent  affault  had  been  committed  upon  fome  of  the 
journeymen,  whofe  manufadory  had  no  connexion 
with  pro¥ifions ;  there  the  rioters  were  alfo  difperfed : 
after  which  the  Company  marched  back  to  the  ar« 
moury-houfe  and  were  difmiffed. 

Part  of  the  battalion  afTembled  on  the  next  evening, 
under  command  of  Captain  Hooper^  and  proceeded  to 
the  proteftion  of  Jones's  houfe,  in  Chifwell-ftreet, 
which  had  again  become  the  obje£t  of  vengeance :  Mr. 
Nares,  the  magiflrate,  was  prefent ;  they  did  not  pit)« 
ceed  to  any  extremity,  but  the  Company  renamed 
there  on  duty  till  three  o'clock  on  the  following 
morning. 

On  the  £Oth  Captain  Beflel  with  the  Kght  tnfantrjr, 
and  on  the  21(1:  Captain  Taylor  with  the  north-eaft 
divifion,  took  their  parts  of  thefe  duties  until  the  fiime 
hour. 

On  the  22d,  being  the  anniverfary  of  the  king^s 
coronation,  tranquillity  wa»  fuffidently  reeftabliihed 
to  enable  the  Company  to  hold  their  ufual  grand 
field  day;  which  they  enjoyed  with  the  more  fat»- 
feaion,  from  the  having  fo  lately  rendered  fuch 
eminent  fervice  to  their  fellow  citizens,  and  ihewed 
an  alacrity  for  the  public  benefit  of  which  they 
reaped  the  immediate  fruits ;  but  the  feftivity  of 
the  day  was  happily  increafed  by  the  following  let- 
ters * : 

•  Court  Book. 
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TO  COLONEL  LE  MESURIER. 

SlA, 

The  great  markets  of  this  city  have  been  entirdy  im* 
difturhed  to-day.  I  have  no  information  of  any  kind  tliat  miC- 
chief  18  proje€l;ed  againft  any  place,  and  I  know'dT  no  perfoa 
within  the  city  who  has  intimated  to  me  the  fmalleil  apprebeniion 
or  alarm.  In  this  ilate  of  reftorcd  tranquillity,  I  cannot  juHi^ 
myfeif  in  renewing  my  call  upon  the  refpedtable  corps  you  Late 
the  honour  to  command,  unlefs  the  court  of  aldermen  to-morrow 
fhould  pafs  any  refalution  of  that  tendency..  I  (hall  take  care  to 
report  to  that  court  the  ferviees  which  the  city  of  London  has 
derived  from  the  Honourable  'Artillery  Company,  and  I  am  fure 
.that  every  individual  magiftrate  will  have  a  proper  feiife  of  their 
value. 

I  muft  beg  the  favour  of  you.  Sir,  to  accept  and  to  communi- 
cate to  the  officers  and  gentlemen,  with  whom  you  a£l  in  fo  much 
concord,  my  fincere  thanks,  for  the  alacrity  with  which  the 
Honourable  Artillery  jCompany  have  given  fuch  prompt  and 
efficacious  alfiftance  to  the  magi (1  racy  of  London  during  the  late 
difturbanccs,  and  to  afTure.them  that  no  one  could  feel  more  fen- 
fibly  than  I  did  the  pain  of  calling  gentlemen  into  fuch  unpleafant 
duty,  or  admire  more  than  I  did  the  temper  and  difcipline  witk 
which  that  duty  was  difchargcd. 

With  great  rcfpcA  and  gratitude, 

I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Sir,  - 
Yours,  &c.    . 

Manfionhoufe,  H.  C.  COMBE,  Mayor, 

a  2d. of  September  iSoo. 


TO  COLONEL  LE  MESURIER. 

Sir, 

We  requeil  you  will  accept  our  warmed  acknowledg- 
ments and  grateful  thanks,  and  have  the  goodnefs  to  communicate 
the  fame  to  the  officers  and  other  gentlemen  of  your  corps,  for 
the  alacrity,  zeal,  and  fpirit,  with  v^'hich  on  every  occalion  during 
the  late  difturbancei  you  and  they  have  ftood  forward  to  cooperate 

witk 
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with  the  magiftrates  in  the  fuppieiEoii  of  tumults,  and  the  confc- 
quent  prefcrv^tlon  of  public  peace  and  of  private  propcitj. 

We  cannot  at  the,  fame  time  forbear  to  exprefii  our  decided 
cmivt^iony  that  to  the  fpirit  and  adlivity  difpkyed  by  the  different 
corps  within  our  diftrift,  is  folcly  to  be  imputed  the  prefenra- 
tioQ  of  further  mifchief  to  individuals,  and  of  ttill  more  feriout 
confeqaences  to  the  community. 

We  have  the  honour  to  be.  Sir, 
YourSy  &c. 
Public  Office  Worfhiprftrcet,  JOHN  NARE^?: 

»4th  of  Sept.  1800.  JOHN  GIFFARIJ, 


COOMBE,  MAYoa. 

A  Court  of  Lord  Mayor  and  Aldermen,  held  at  the  Guildhall  of 
the  City  of  London,  on  Tuefday  23d  of  September^  1 800, 

BbSOLTED   UWANIMOUSLTy 

That  the  thanks  of  this  court  be  given  to  Colonel  Le 
Mefurier,  and  the  reft  of  the  officers  and  gentlemen  of  the  Ho* 
Dourable  Artillery  Company,  for  the  eminent  and  eflential  fer- 
Tices  they  have  rendered  to  the  city  of  London,  by  the  prompt 
and  efficacious  aid  they  have  given  to  the  civil  power  during  the 
late  difturbance. 

RIX., 

The  juftices  having  applied  to  the  colonel  to  know 
what  fervice^  they  might  hope  to  receive  from  the 
Company  on  fimilar  occafions,  were  affured  by 
him  thsLt  the  fociety  was  formed  to  aflift  the  civil 
power,  and  in  defence  of  the  metropolis ;  and  that 
they  fhould  be  ready  to  aft  with  the  fame  zeal  and 
alacrity  when  called  upon  either  by  the  lord  mayor 
or  by  the  magiftrates ;  ^  with  wliich  they  were  well 
fatisfied;    and  communicated    the  following    letter 

froai 
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from  the  Duke  of  Portland,  dated  at  Whitehall,  24tii 
of  September  1 800 : 

Ik  relieving  the  fcveral  volunteer  corps  and  aflbciations 
from  a  further  continuance  of  their  prefent  duty^  the  Duke  of 
Portland  has  tlie  greateft  fatisfadlion  in  executing  the  commands 
be  has  received  from  the  king,  to  return  them  his  majefty's  par- 
ticular thanks  for  the  zeal  and  alacrity  with  which  they  have 
fupported  the  civil  power,  in  fupprefling  the  late  riota  and  tumults 
in  the  metropolis. 

The  veftry  of  St.  Luke's  parilh,  on  2d  OSober,  re- 
folved  unanimoufly,  "  their  thanks  to  the  colonel  and 
Company,  for  the  fpirited  manner  in  which  they  came 
forward  to  prevent  an  extenfion  of  mifchief  by  the  , 
late  riots,  which  had  commenced  in  that  parifli,  and 
for  their  unwearied  attendance  on  duty  undl  tran* 
quillity  was  reftored/' 

And  the  court  of  ailiftants,  upon  receiving  thefe 
.letters,  and  hearing  a  report  of  the  duty,  united  their 
dianks  to  the  colonel  and  officers,  and  battalion,  for 
their  ezerdons*. 

The  perulal  of  this  latter  detail  muft  afford  every 
friend  to  peace  and  good  order  the  mod  fenfible  fads- 
fit^on;  that  by  the  cool  refolution  of  fleady  and 
vigorous  condufl:,  fupported  by  timely  precaution,  the 
chief  magiftrate  reflxained  the  heated  intemperance  of  a 
deluded  rabble,  whofe  clamours  and  threats  continued 
for  nearly  a  week,  and  were  at  laft  overcome  without 
any  ferious  injur)\ 

On  the  24th  of  September  the  court  of  lieutenancy 
applied  to  the  Company  to  exchange  their  leafe  of  the 
Blue  Anchor  alehoufe,  on  the  north  fide  of  the  weftern 
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gate. 


gate,  fcr  that  of  the  mcibigsr  *  hraife,  BJ'^  US,  im  Ae 
Ibudi  i"J?  of  thit  gite;  by  viodi  ^csdsmge  Aqr 
ccLild  arpr'crlfite  irxrre  rcxyni  fee  the  accmnmodatiaft 
of  the  ljlIIJi^  thza  tbe  SL?jaamng  iiDulieB  wMdi 
they  ozcc^liL  c^u^i  a£^*rd  t&eoi;  bsit  ^le  dftHUjiHii^ 
cciJd  DC't  oompir  vhh  the  irqiie£,  a^  l^iey  inid  <at  at 
czT^.ltr^hle  expenfe  fitted  up  thor  knife  far  -die 
ci:£*:r.2:r,  purp^fely  that  he  mzgtt  ic5de  at  die  gatc^ 
arJ  becanfe  they  did  not  think  it  vnnld  he  jnfi  to 
tbcEr  ai^kinbe  tenants  to  let  it  far  a  pdsiic  ftuznte^  and 
njv  leafes  wtrteatthistimeniakii^oilttoiiieh'tBaBnft 
in  i2i^- 11121^  (Ircet :  ^.     j, 

N''  I  to  28,  at  a  icntal  of    472    O 
Artfllery^oiirt,  K**  5  to  7,  -        -  S»    O 

Chifwell-fireeCy  N""  54  to  63,        •        •         S4S  lO 

I07S   lO 

The  magiHirates,  frxmi  their  dole  attention  hd  die 
public  operations,  had  groatids  for  enieminii^  iif. 
ficlcrs  that  tlie  recent  diftuibances  were  onSy 
fj  p^r..!ed.  The  Duke  of  Portland^  therefcre,  on  Ae 
!  ::h  cf  OiTu  I)L»r,  defired  that  the  Company  migfat  be 
r/A:v-M:J;  v.liich  was  complied  irith  immedEairiT* 
T>-.*  h:^h  price  of  every  necefiary  article  of  fubfiflcDce 
j*^.  '\\!  i?non  tlic  common  people,  iiot\nthfhaidn^  tbe 
a'  \\:  ui.Iirnited  benevolence  of  thofe  who   enjcyed 


K   r    >»  r. 


dv. 


line. 


The  lively  of  London  prefcmed 


•c's  :o  t::e  king  on  the  16th,  praymg  him  to  < 
V  .-  t*:;-  7"rll;iment,  to  take  fome  effedual  meafincs 
Uy  co.v  rr.*  increafing  and  alarming  evil.  His  majefiy 
had  aliv.»  :y  iffued  his  orders  for  the  houfes  to  a&OK 
blv.     A   Is:i,jo  meeting   was  called  by  anonymous: 

hand-boBs 
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haod-hills  for  the  4th  of  November  upon  Kenning- 
toA  common,  to  confider  of  petitioning  on  the  fame 
fubje£t :  and  though  no  difturbance  appears  to  have 
taken  place,  yet  the  magiftrates,  with  the  guards  and 
the  volunteers,  were  all  in  readinefs  at  their  refpe£live 
pofts,  in  cafe  they  ihould  have  proceeded  to  any 
flagrant  violation  of  the  peace. 

,  The  general  meeting  of  the  Company  was  held 
on  the  Sd  of  December,  when  the  eIe£Hons  continued 
in  the  fame  manner  as  the  preceding  years,  to  retain 
all  the  feme  chief  officers  in  then:  ftations.  The  bond 
debt  was  reduced  to  1450/.  and  the  court  referred 
it  to  a  fpecial  committee  to  confider  a  proper  means 
of  conveying  thanks  to  the  colonel,  for  his  general 
segAxd  to  the  rank  and  prqjfperity  of  the  Company. 

1801.  The  new  century  opened  with  the  new 
Imperial  parliament  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  on 
the  22d  of  January;  the  commons  reelected  Mr. 
Addington  their  fpeaker«  and  the  king  made  his  firll 
fpeech  from  the .  throne  on  the  2d  of  February. 
Though  the  difficulties  and  dangers  that  encompaiTed 
Great  Britain^  ever  fince  the  commencement  of  the 
war,  had  been  very  ferious,  yet  the  fituation  of  this 
country,  in  the  three  firft  months  of  the.  new  year 
had  become  critical  and  alarming  alinoft  beyond  any 
former  example.  Repeated  efibrts  to  circumfcribe, 
had  only  ferved  to  extend,  the  power  of  France.  The 
fouth  and  weft  of  Europe,  fubd^ed  by  the  arms,  or 
crouching  under  the  power,  of  that  mighty  ftate,  was 
detached  from  all  cooperation  in  the  war  with  Eng- 
land, or  dragged  into  the  ftream  of  hoUility  againft 
her.     The  Northern  Powers,  envious  of  her  commer- 
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cial  and  naval  greatnefs,  and  inltigated  by  die  Jocrignes 
of  Bonaparte,  revived  claims  inconfiftent  mth  both ; 
and  were  prepared  to  maintam  them  by  annies  and 
armaments*,^  At  a  time  when  the  BntOOx  natkni,  haid 
prefled  by  fcarcity,  and  threatened  with  fanuneylocA^ed 
for  a  fupply  of  grain  to  the  ports  of  the  Wcfer,  the 
Elbe,  and  the  Baltic^  thofe  ports  were  (hut  againft 
her.  To  crown  the  feries  of  calamities,  the  executive 
council  of  the  king  was  in  the  aft  of  diflbiution,  and 
that  at  a  time  when  a  fevere  indifpolition  r^idered  it 
impoffible  for  the  retiring  minifters  to  return  into  the 
hands  of  their  fovereign  the  badges  of  their  office ! 
The  queftion  of  Catholic  errfencipation  was  the  laft 
fubjeft  difcuffed  in  the  councils  previous  to  thift  fut 
penfion,  in  which  the  fovereigA  and  'dieimniftegr  dif^ 
fered  in  opinion :  and  it  .will  readily  be  admitted,  Aat 
the  interpretation  of  him  who  takes  an  oath,  not  tbt 
reafonings  of  thofe  who  talk  about  it,  muft  and  ougbt 
to  govern  the  confcience  of  the  taker.  Mr.  Pkt^  and 
mofl  of  his  friends,  retired  at  the  firlt  proper  mo- 
ment, and  his  iituation  was  prefled  feversd  times  npo& 
thefpe^ker,  till,  on  the  10th  of  February,  hewM 
commanded,  as  a  privy  counfellor,  upon  his  k>yaky, 
to  accept  it. 

Bounties  for  the  importation  of  gram  were  one  (^ 
the  firft  meafures  of  the  new  adminiftration,  in  addi- 
tion to  a  minute  inquiry  into  the  caufe  of  the  popular 
diilatisfadion,  and  into  the  extent  of  the  rebellion  in 
Ireland.  In  the  mean  time  an  invafion  was  threatened 
by  a  flotilla  of  fiat-bottomed  boats  from  the  enemy, 
their  deftruffion  denounced,  and  in  fome  refpe^ 
effededj  by  the  gallantry  of  the  Britiih  cruifers. 

It 
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It  was  not  likely  that  in  fuch  a  ftate  of  public  affairs 
the  meafures  of  government,  or  the  fpirit  of  indivi- 
duals, fliould  relajc.  The  aftive  liuties  of  all,  tod 
of  the  Artillery  Company  among  the  reft,  were  daily 
evinced  by  their  vigilant  attention. to  difcipline,  and  a 
ftrong  defire  to  perfeft  themfelves  in  their  military 
evolutions,  which  rendered  their  mufters  numerous 
and  refpe£btble. 

On  the  13th  of  February,  they  marched  to  St. 
Paul's  cathedral,  to  be  prefent  at  divine  fervice  for  a 
general  faft. 

On  the  16th  of  April,  Mr.  Juftice  Nares  acquainted 
the  colonel  of  a  defperate  attack  intended  to  be  made 
upon  the  armoury-houfe  ;  a  night  guard  was  accord- 
ingly reeftabliflied,  and  information  was  fent  to  the 
lord  mayor  (Sir  W.  Staines),  and  the  magiftrates  of 
the  county,  with  offers  of  fervice  in  cafe  of  neceffity. 

After  the  law-fuit  and  compromife  before  ftated  was 
entirely  fettled,  there  appeared  a  balance  of  1 551. 1 2s.  5d. 
for  cofts  due  to  Mr.  Vandercom,  the  Company's  attor- 
ney ;  whereupon  Mr.  Wood  reported,  that  he  had  a 
balance  of  30/.  in  his  hands,  as  treafurer  to  the 
voluntary  fubfcription  raifed  among  the  members  for 
that  purpofe,  offered  to  pay  the  remainder,  and 
wait  till  the  Company's  finances  would  repay  him : 
whereupon  the  court  of  affiftants  unanimoufly  refolved, 
'*  That  the  grateful  thanks  of  the  court  fhould  be 
^ven  to  George  Wood,  efq.  for  the  valuable  fervices 
he  has  rejidered  to  the  Company  on  all  occafions, 
In  his  military  and  civil  charafter,  and  particularly 
for  the  zealous  affiflance  he  rendered  in  the  fupport 
of  the  Company's  rights,   during  their  late  conteft 
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with  the  court  of  lieutenancy,  and  for  his  liberal  and 
kind  offer  of  pecuniary  aid  now  tendered  and  ac- 
cefHed-'* 

Lord  Harrington  appointed  the  15lh  of  July  for  a 
review  of  the  corps,  which  was  performed  **  without 
a  fingle  miftake  or  fault  ;*'  and  his  lordfliip  defired 
the  colonel  to  exprefs  to  all  the  gallant  men  under 
arms,  how  highly  fatisiied  he  was  with  their  fteadinefs 
and  very  exad:  conduft  during  the  day;  that  the  firings 
were  very  good,  the  marching  excellent,  and  that 
he  could  only  lament  that  the  weather  had  been  fo 
unfavourable  as  to  deprive  him  of  feeing  a  greater 
number  of  this  very  handfome  corps ;  but  he  again 
defired  the  gentlemen  prefent  would  be  aflured  of  the 
high  gratification  he  had  received  firom  their  very  cor- 
rect and  fleady  appearance.  His  lordfhip  then  in- 
fpeded  the  houfe  and  armoury,  and  the  colond  re- 
turned 374  effeftive  ftrength. 

Immediately  afterwards  the  commander  in  chief 
appointed  the  23d  for  a  review  of  the  Company  in 
Hyde-park.  The  conduft  of  the  company  on  that 
occafion  will  be  bed  explained  hf  the  following 
official  letter  froua,the  adjutant^general,  "Harry  Calvert, 
efq.  to  the  colonel : 

Sjb,  Horfc  Guards,  July  22,  1801. 

Their  royal  highncffcs  the  Prince  of  Wales,  and  the 
commander  in  chief,  dtfiie  that  their  warmed  acknowledgmcoti 
may  be  communicated  to  the  feveral  cprps  of  volunteers  ivhich 
affcmbled  this  mornir  g  in  Hyde-park,  .for  the  order,  regularity, 
3nd  difciph'ne  which  they  difplayed  on  the  occafion.  The  com- 
mander in  chief  will  endeavour,  in  his  reprefentation  to  bis  majefty, 
to  do  juilic«.to  the  atteutluu  of  the  commanding  clficersi  which 
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y^z%  evinced  in  the  moft  fatisfaftory  manner  by  the  foldier-like 
appearance  of  their  refpe6Uve  corps«  and  likewifc  to  the  adiduity 
with  which  the  other  officers  and  private  men  have  dlfcharged 
thofe  honourable  duties  which  an  affedion  for  his  majefty'sperfoitt 
and  a  juft  re|;ard  for  the  bed  and  deareft  ioierelis  of  their  country^ 
originally  induced  them  to  undertake^  and  in  which  they  are  • 
prompted  by  the  fame  confiderations  to  perfevere  with  unabated 
seal. 

This  day  has  afforded  a  fubjed  of  peculiar  gratification  with 
reference  to  the  circumfiances  of  the  prefcnt  moment,  when  the 
Aemy  again  threaten  an  attempt  on  our  coaft.  While  the  exer- 
tions of  his  majefty's  forces  by  fea  and  land  are  thus  ai^ed»  and 
icconded  by  the  cooperation  and  fupport  of  the  armed  volunteers 
of  the  country/ the  otmoft  confidence  may  be  jufily  entertained 
that,  under  Divine  Providence,  we  may  bid  defiance  to  the  efforts 
of  our  enemies* 

By  Order  of  his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Commander  in  Chief, 

HARRY  CALVERT^ 

Adj  utant-GeoeraL 

'  The  lord  mayor  (Sir  Wm.  Stames)  havmg,  at  the 
requeil  of  government,  fignified  that  the  Company 
fhould  be  in  readinefs  on  the  fhorteft  notice,  and  that 
the  addreis  of  thofe  who  were  out  of  town  fhould  be 
procured,  the  court  of  affiftants  refolved, 

*•  That. they  deem  it  their  duty  at  this  important 
crifis,  when  every  exertion  was  neceffary  for  the  pre* 
iervation  of  peace  and  tranquillity  at  home,  and  to 
enable  his  majefty  more  effeftually  tg  refitl  any  hoftUe 
attempts  from  abroad,  ta  invke  their  fellow  citizens^ 
inhabitants,  and  others  refident  in  or  near  the  metro- 
polis, to  join  this  volunteer  corps ;  and  that  they  wer^ 
ready  to  receive,  as  members  of  the  Honourable 
Artillery  Cmpany,  every  gentleman  who  is  well 
zffg^d  to  bis  piajefty  and  the  conflitution : 
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"  That  the  court  being  deeply  imprefled  with  a  feak 
of  the  duty  incumbent  on  every  loyal  man  to  be 
ready  to  defend  his  king  and  country  at  all  times, 
and  more  particularly  at  that  junfture,  when  the  united 
kingdom  was  threatened  with  invafion,  required  of 
e\'ery  member  of  the  Company  to  keep  himfelf  in 
perfedt  readinefs  to  be  under'anais  on  the  firft  order: 

**  That  every  member,  whofe  bufmefs  or  health  call- 
ed him  out  of  town,  fliould  be  defired  to  inform  the 
conynanding  ofBcer  of  his  divifion  thereof,  and  to 
leave  his  addrefs  where  he  might  be  written  to,  in 
cafe  of  aQual  fervice  being  required. 

**  The  court  acknowledged  with  pride  and  gratitude 
the  loyal,  prompt,  and  fpirited  manner  in  which  the 
members  had  come  forward  on  every  emergency, 
and  trufted  that  the  fame  zeal,  loyalty,  and  honoura- 
ble feelings,  would  enfure  a  full  attendance,  whenever 
called  upon  to  defend  the  metropolis,  and  to  aliift  the 
civil  power.'* 

Such  was  the  ftate  of  the  public  and  private  in- 
terefts  of  the  counfry,  while  it  was  ftruggling  againft 
and  had  almoft  fubdued  the  prefTures  which  it  felt 
at  the  inaufpicious  opening  of  the  prefef*  century. 
Peace  at  lail  dawned  upoft  the  nations  at  war ;  the 
negociations  were  attended  with  fuccefs,  and  the  pre- 
liminaries were  figned  on  the  2d  of  October.     On 
the  l©th,    General  L»urifton,    firft  aid-de-camp  of 
Bonaparte,  arrived  in  London  with  the  ratification, 
and  was  received  by  the  populace  with  every  demon- 
ftration  of  unbounded  welcome ;  at  night  there  was  a 
,  grand  illumination  throughout  the  metropolis,  w^hich 
was  renewed  on  the  following  evening. 

1    ;  Adr- 
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A  circular  letter  was  fcnt  to  the  lord  mayor.  Sir 
WiBiim  Staines,  and  by  him  conveyed  to  the  Com- 
pany in  very  handfome  terms  :  ... 

Sir,  Downing- ft reet,  Oftober  lo,  l8oi. 

I  HAVE  received  the  king^«  comiiYande  to  figmTy  to  you, 
.thiit  inconfequcncc  of  the  happy  evept  of  theratificatiqii  of  prelinii- 
nary  articles  of  ptace  between  hu  ni?jc(ly  and  the  French  govern- 
mentit  is  beconie,unnec&(riiry  to.  proceed  further  in  the  execution  of 
the  meafures  direded  to  be  taken  for  carryingtnto  effeft  the  provi- 
fions  of  th*  aft  of  the  38th  of  the  king.  In  the  evtnt*of  iany  attemjjt 
\>ring  made  %  the  ehemy  to  cSe0i  a  landing  in  Great  Brl6a^6. 

Hi3  m^fty  ba9  dlre^ed  me  fo  .add,  that  it  is  imp6fiibfe  fqr 
him,  on  thid  occafion,  not  to  repeat,  Jn  the  ftrongeft  terms,  the 
deep  and  lafting  fenfe  which  he  entertains  of  that  ft^ady  attach- 
ment to  oiir  ellablilhed  conllitution,  and  that  loyalty,  fpirit,  and 
perfcvcrance,  which  has  been  matii felled  by  the  feveral  corps  t>f  yeo- 
manry ajiA  volunteers  in  every  part  of  ihis  kingdom.  It  is  therefore 
his  majefty's  pieafure,  that  you  (hould  fotthwith  commanicate  this 
ktter  to  the  commanding  officer  of  each  corps  of  ^unteers  with- 
in the  city  of  London,  and  direct  them  to  read  the  fame  to  their 
refpeftive  corps,  when  next  aflembled,  and  to  return  them  thanks, 
in  his  majefty's  name,  for  a  conduft  whfch  has  contributed  fo  ct- 
fentially  towards  maintaining  the  public  iecurity,  and  cabling 
his  majefly  to  bring  the  contcft  in  winch  ha  has  been  engaged  to  an 
honourable  and  advantageous  conclufion. 

His  majefty  has  at  the  fame  time  commanded  me  to  date,  that 
there  ib  every  reafon  to  hope  that  a  continoaace  of  the  fame  difpo- 
(ition  which  has  produced  the  fignature  and  racification  of  prelimi- 
iiaries  of  peace,  will  fpcedily  lead  to  a  definitive  treaty ;  but  that  uh* 
til  that  perio(^  arrives  it  is  indifpenfably  neceflary  that  there  fhould 
be  no  relaxation  in  the  preparations  which  have  been  made  for  the 
general  defence.  I  have  it  therefore  in  command  from  his  ma- 
jefty, to  exprefs  hi«>  firm  reliance,  that  the  fevcral  corps  of  volunteers 
will  continue  to  hold  thcmfclves  in  readlncfs  for  immediate  fervicc, 
and  to  he  regularly  trained  and  exercifed,  as  often  as  their  ciicum- 
ftances  will  refpedlively  admit. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Sir,  yours,  &c. 

HOBART. 

a  N3  At 


SSO  H.A.  C. 

At  the  Company *$  general  courts  on  the  ad  of  Dc- 
cember^  the  ekdioos  were  the  iame  as  b  the  preced- 
ing year. 

A  former  court  haviqg  referred  it  to  a  committee  to 
.  confider  of  a  proper  manner  of  conveying  to  Colooel 
Le  Mefurier  the  fentiments  entertained  by  tbem 
of  the  fpirit,  liberalityy  and  polite  attention  difplayed 
by  him  on  every  occafion,  by  which  the  honour,  inde^ 
pendence»  and  preeminence  of  the  Artillery  Com- 
pany ftand  {o  confpicuousy  now  brought  into  general 
court  the  refult  of  their  deliberations,  which  the  Com* 
pany  unanimoufly  adopted  as  their  prefent. 

Firft,  An  elegant  chafed  filver  cup  and  cover, wcig^h* 
ing  220  ounces  5  dwt.  %  the  cup  holding  five  quarts ; 
with  twifted  fnake  bandies  iflliing  from  cotauo^nas, 
enriched  with  an  elegant  border  relieved,  ilipporting. 
the  creft  cJf  his  royal  highnefs  the  captain-general. 
On  the  front,  in  a  medallion  enriched  with  mili- 
tary trophies,  the  arms  of  the  colonel,  with  the  fiip- 
porters ;  on  the  oppofite  fide  a  like  medallion,  con« 
taining  the  following  engraved  infcription : 

Prcfcntcd  by  the  Members  of  the 

Honourable  Artilkry  Company 

In  General  Court  aiTembled  on  the  2d  of  December  iSor, 

To  their  highly  refpefted  Colonel 

Paul  Le  Mefurier,  Bfq.  &c.  &c.  &c# 

In  grateful  remembrance  of  his  ftrong  attachment  to  their  corps ; 
his  eminent  ferviccs  in  defending  the  civil  rights  of  the  Company 
when  its  exigence  was  in  danger  j  in  promoting  its  military  ho- 
nour by  his  exertions  on  occafions  of  public  difficulty  and  alara ; 
and  for  the  polite  and  friendly  attention  (hewn  by  Iiimj  at  aQ 
times,  to  the  individuals  of  the  corps. 

Tbe 
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The  foot  circular,  entwined  with  a  rich  laurel,  hav- 
ing on  one  fide,  in  a  medallion,  the  arms  pf  the  co- 
lonel, and  in  another,  on  the  other  fide,  his  creft ; 
the  cover  of  the  cup  chafed  with  rich  raffle  and  water- 
leaves,  furmounted  by  a  figure  of  Britannia,  with  a 
lion  and  ihield. 

Second,  An  elegant  military  fword  trounted  with 
gold,  and  chafed,  the  gripe  of  ebony,  inlaid  with  two 
enamelled  plates;  on  one,  the  creft  of  the  Company, 
on  the  other,  the  creft  of  the  colonel ;  the  pommel 
of  the  handle,  a  gold  lion's  head,  the  guard  orna- 
mented with  laurel  leaves  and  palm,  pierced,  with  the 
following  infcription  round  the  edge :  viz. 

Prefented  by  the  Members  of  the 

Honourable  Artillery  Company  to  their 

Colonel  Paul  Le  Mefuricr,  Efqi  &c.  5cc.  &c. 

As  a  Mark  of  their  fincere  Eftcem,   Rcfpc£t,  and  Gratitude, 

i8oi. 

The  bow  with  a  feftoon  of  laurel,  with  the  captain- 
general's  creft  in  enamel ;  the  fcabbard,  fifh-flcin^ 
with  goFd  fockets  and  rings. 

Third,  A  chafed  belt-plate  of  party-coloured  gold, 
with  the  creft  of  the  captain -general,  encircled  with  a 
laurel,  and  the  motto  of  the  company;  weight  a 
ounces  i ^ pennyweights  12  grains:  a  bnff  belt  there- 
with, ornamented  with  goli  lions'  heads,  weight  14 
dwts. 

Fourth,  a  filver  oval  tea-tray,  29  inches  long  by 
ao  and  a  half  wide,  weighing  203  ounces  13  dwts^ 
with  large  gadroon  handles,  the  centre  handfomely 
engraved  with  the  arms  of  the  Company,  entwined 

a  N  4  by 
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by  laurel  and  palm,  fupportcd  by  a  ftrong  column, 
on  the  top  of  which  is  the  arms  and  crcft  of  the  co- 
lonel, and  the  front  of  tte  column  infcribcd  as  fol- 
lows : 

The  Hon«  Artillery  Company  to  their 
Colonel  Paul  Le  Mefurietji  Efq.   &c«  &c.  && 

As  a  Mark 
Of  their  fihcerc  Eftcem,  Refpeft,  and  Gratitude, 

The  cojnraittec  delivered  thefc  to  the  prcfident,  rc- 
quefting  that  he  would  prefcnt  them  in  the  name  of 
the  general  body  of  the  Company  to  the  colonel,  and 
entreat  his  acceptance  of  them  as  a  token  of  the  grate- 
ful fenfc  with  which  eyery  member  of  the  Company 
confidered  his  truly  meritorious  fjrviccs  and  una- 
bated exertions  in  promoting^  on  every  occafion, 
the  honour  and  wel&rcof  the  Company, 

The  prefident  then  addreffing  himfelf  to  the  colo- 
nel in  a  fpeech  of  confidcrable  length,  dated  the  many 
inftances  of  his  zeal,  attention,  and  libcrarry,  which 
had  dctply  impreflcd  the  minds  of  tRe^  members, 
and  impelled  them  to  this  flrong  manifeftation 
of  tlcir  great  regard  and  rcfpcft  for  him.  He  thcfi 
'prefented  the  fcveral  articles,  rcquefting,  on  the  part 
*>f  the  members  at  large,  that  he  would  do  them  the 
favour  to  accept  them. 

Colonel  Le  Mcfurier,  on  accepting  thcfe  prelents, 
cxpreflcd  how  much  he  was  afFefted  by  this  handtbme 
proof  of  the  Company's  good  will  towards  him  5  afiured 
llie  members  of  his  perleverance  in  that  line  of  con- 
duft,  of  which  they  were  then  pleafcdto  exprcfs  their 
appn^bation ;  that  he  fhould  efteem  ihcir  prefents 
amongft  the  moft  fortunate  occuiTcnccs  of  his  life,  and 

preferve 
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prefcrve  them,  in  his  family,  as  honourable  teftimo- 
Dials  of  the  Company's  regard. 

We  cannot  here  avoid  making  the  application  of  a 
remark  of  Democritus  j  that "  honours  with  wife  men 
are  capable  of  efFefting  the  grcateft  things,  if  at  the 
ikme  time  they  underrtand  that  they  arc  honoured."  • 

1 802.  ,  The  colonel  prcfented  to  the  firll  court,  in 
February,  the  coloured  print  of  the  grand  review,  ill 
Hyde  park,  on  the  4th  of  June  1799. 

Robert  Ritherdon,  efq.  major,  refigned  his  poftoa 
the  15th  of  April,  and  received  the  thanks  of  the  Com*- 
pany  for  his  ferviccs  5  and  Richard  Hooper,  ciq.  cap*- 
tain  of  the.  grenadiers,  was  afterwards  elected  to  fuc» 
ceed  him. 

••  The  colonel  having  previoufly  atrended  upon  the 
lord  mayor.  Sir  John  Earner,  to  confult  upon  the  duty 
which  the  Company  was  expefted  to  perform  in  the 
ceremony  of  a  proclamation  of  peace,  which'  was 
fixed  for  the  a9th  of  April,  the  battalion  marched  o> 
their  ftation,  on  the  right  of  the  other  volunteer  corps, 
in  St.  Paul's  Church-yard.  As  the  proceffion  pafled 
by  them,  they  wheeled  up  to  open  columns  by  com- 
panies from  the  jefr,  every  other  corps  marching  in 
the  fame  manner  ;  and,  as  they  approached  the  Man- 
lion-houfe,  the  fecond  time  in  coming  down  Lorn- 
batd-ftrect,  they  halted  and  wheeled  into  line ;  when 
his  lordChip  expreflcd  his  thanks  in  very  handfomc 
terms,  and  delivered  tl.c  thanks  of  his  majetty  and  of 
the  houfes  of  parliament  to  the  volunteer  corps; 
adding  his  dwn  acknowkdgmcnts  for  the  fervices  of 
this  Company,  and  the  attention  which  they  h  .d  paid 
to    the    orders   they  had   received   from    his    prc- 

dccefljrs 
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dcccflbrs  and  himfelf.  The  battalion  then  returned  to 
the  Artillery  Ground,  and  fired  three  times  twenty-one 
rounds  and  three  voUies,  and  were  then  difmiiled. 
When  formed  into  column,  they  made  fix  compa- 
niesy  and  the  matrofs  divifion  drew  their  field  pieces 
themfclvcs  through  the  whole  proceffion. 

The  colonel,  after  returning  his  thanks  to  the  lieu- 
tenant-colonel,  to  the  other  officers,  and  to  the  ranks, 
added  thefe  words  :  ''  It  only  remains  for  me  to  wifh 
that  die  loyal,  ardent,  military  flame,  which  has  for  fe- 
vcral  years  paft  burnt  fo  bright  in  the  Honourable  Ar- 
tilleiy  Company,  may  not  be  dimmed  by  the  apparent 
fetdng  of  the  Company,  but  that  the  members  may 
chcriih  the  fame  noble  fpirit,  and  thereby  be  in  con* 
jtant  readinels  to  come  forth,  whenever  called  upon  by 
the  civil  power,  in  fupport  of  good  order,  and  for  the 
prcfcrvation  of  the  metropolis.*' 

[Thefe  words  have  been  fmce  amply  fulfilled ;  the 
number  of  the  Company,  on  the  ajtii  of  O&ober 
1803,  amounted  to  1152,  including  8  flaE] 

The  following  very  fatisfa&ory  and  flattering  docu- 
ments  were  communicated  to  the  Company  fbon  af- 
ter the  proclamation  of  peace,  and  form  fomeof  the 
mod  honourable  teftimonies  to  be  found  among  its 
archives :  ^ 

TO  COLONEL  LE  MESLTIIEU, 
Honourable  ArlHIciy  Company. 

In  obedience  to  his  nnaj city's  commands^  communicated 
|o  me  by  a  letter  from  the  Right  Honourable  Lird  Hobart»  one 
of  hi»  majefly's  principal  fccretaries  of  flat r,  I  have  the  honour  to 
convey  hia  maje(ly*s  warmed  acknowledgments  to  the  volunteer 

corps 
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,9or^s  under  your  command,  and  to  exprefs  the  fatisfadion  with 
which  he  contemplates  the  ileadfaft  attacbment  to  the  cflahli/hed 
cooftltutioD  of  the  country,  and  the  unfhaken  loyalty  and  affe6lion 
to  his  perfon  and  government,  by  which  yoar  corps  has  been  dif- 
tinguifhed,  and  that  his  majefty  ihall  ever  retain  a  juft  recoIleAion 
of  their  fervices  during  a  period  of  unparalleled  di£Bculty  and  dan- 
ger ;  and  I  have  the  honour  to  requeft  you  will  commuaicate  to 
your  corps  thefe  his  majefty's  fentiments. 

I  am  requefted  particularly  to  explain,  that  in  declining  'the 
offers  of  thofe  corps  which  have  propofed  a  continuation  of  their 
icnrices,  his  majefty  has  a6ted  upon  a  firm  {Serfuafion,  that  ihoald 
circumftances,  at  any  future  time,  render  it  ncceflary  for  him  to  call 
for  themj  the  fame  principles  and  fentiments  which  they  have  al« 
ready  evinced,  will  be  manifefted  with  equal  ardour  and  alaciity,  in 
the  fupport  of  their  fovereign,  and  the  defence  of  their  country. 

I  cannot  conclude  this  letter  without  exprefling  through  you  the 
^tification  I  feel  upon  this  occafion,  in  having  the  honour  of  con* 
veying  his  majelly's  fentiments  of  the  fervices  of  the  corps  under 
your  command,  in  terms  fo  highly  flattering  to  them,  and  that  you 
will  accept  of  my  grateful  thanks  for  the  very  diftinguilhed  mark 
of  the  attention  you  have  paid  to  my  predeceiTors  and  myfelf  upon 
all  occafions. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  great  regard.  Sir, 
Your  mofl  obedient  fervant, 

Manfion-houfe,  EAMBR,  Mayor; 

29th  of  April  1802. 


Martss,  6  Die  Aprilts  i8oi. 
•     Refolved,  nemne  coniradicente. 

Til  AT  the  thanks  of  this  houfe  be  given  to  the  officers  of  the 
fcvcral  corps  of  yeomanry  and  volunteer  cavalry  and  infantry,  and  of 
the  &a  fencibles,  which  have  been  formed  in  Great  Britain  and  Ire- 
land during  the  courfe  of  the  war,  for  the  feafonable  and  eminent 
fiervices  they  have  rendered  to  their  king  and  country. 

Befolved,  nem.  con. 

That  thTs  houfe  doth  highly  approve  and  acknowledge  the 
iervicesof  the  nqn^commiifioned  officers  and  men  of  the  fcveral  corp« 

of 


SSB  II  A.  C 

of  yeomtnrf  and  volunteer  cavalry  and  infantry,  and  of  the  fca  fcrt- 
ciblct,  which  have  been  formed  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  dorin^ 
the  conrfe  of  the  war,  and  that  the  fame  be  communicated  to  thcrti 
by  the  colonels  and  other  commanding-  officers  of  the  feveral  corps, 
trho  arc  defired  to  thank  them  for  their  mcritortoos  condu(f^. 

Ordercd,That  Mr.  Speaker  do  fignify  the  fald  refolutiong  by  Irt- 
ter  to  hifl  majcfty's  lientenaht  of  each  county,  riding,  and  place,  in 
Great  Britain,  and  to  his  excellency  the  lord  lieutenant  of  that  part 
of  the  united  kingdom  called  Ireland. 


Sift, 


TO  COLONEL  LE  MESURIER, 
HoDOurs^le  Artillery  Company* 


I  HAVE  great  fatisfaflion,  in  addition  to  the  vote  qf 
thanks  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  already  tranfmitted  to  you^  in 
now  encloQng  the  unanimous  vote  ot  thanks  of  the  Houfc  of  Loids 
of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  (tranfmittcil 
to  roc  by  the  right  honourable  the  lord  chancellor),  to  the  ofiicers 
of  the  feveral  volunteer  corps  which  have  been  formed  in  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland  during  the  courfe  of  the  war,  for  the  feafon- 
ablc  and  eminent  fervicee  they  have  rendered  to  their  king  and 
country,  and  tcftifying  the  high  approbation  and  acknowledg- 
ment of  that  houfe  of  the  fervices  of  the  non-commiflioned  officert 
and  men  of  thofe  corps ;  and  I  am  deiired  to  requefl,  that  you 
wilt  communicate  the  fame  to  the  corps  under  your  command^  and 
thank  them  for  their  meritorious  condu^. 

J  have  the  honour  to  be.  Sir, 

Your  moft  obedient  humble  fervant, 

{Copy  of  the  enclosed,) 

TO  THE  RIGHT  HONOURABLE  THE  liORD  MAYOR 
OF  LONDON. 

My  Lord, 

In  obedience  to  the  commands  of  the  Houfe  of  Lords, 
\\\iX  I   (hould  fignify  to  his  majcfty's  lieutenancy  of  each  county, 
»  X*  >K»  »»M  placf,  in   Great   Britain,   the  following  rtfolutions  of 
-^<«x  hv)UU*,  I  have  the  honour  to  communicate  the  fame  to  you. 

Die 
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Die  Mar  lis,  6  ApriUs  1802. 
Refolved,  nemine  lUssentknte,  by  the  lords  fpirttual  and  tempo- 
Ti\,  ia  parliaixidnt  aifembled.  That  the  thanks  of  this  houfc  be 
given  10  the  ofScew  of  the  feveial  corps  of  yeomanry,  and  volun-. 
teer  cavalry  and  infantry,  and  of  the  fca  fenclblts,  which  have 
.been  formed  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  during  the  courie  of  the 
.war,  for  the  feafonable  and  eminent  fervices  they  have  rendered 
to  their  t:in^  and  country. 

Die  Martis,  6  AprUis  1801. 
Hefolved,  nemine  dissentienie,  by  the  lords  fpiritual  and  tempo* 
'  raly  in  parliament  afTembled,  That  this  houf&doth  highly  approve 
of,  and  acknowledge  the  fervices  of  the  non*commi(fioned  officers 
and  TOcn  of  the  fcvcral  corps  of  yeomanry,  and  volunteer  cavalry 
im4  infantry,  and  of  the  (ea  f^ncibles,  which  have  been  formed  ia 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland  during  the  courfe  of  the  war ;  and  that 
the  fame  be  communicated  to  them  'by  the  colonels  and  otner 
commanding  officers  of  the  feveral  corps,  who  are  defired  to  thank 
them  for  their  mentorious  condu£L 

It  was  the  intent  of  their  lordihi|»*  refolution,  commanding  mc 
to  tranfmtt  thefe  refolutions  to  his  majefly's  lieutenants,  that  I 
ihonld  requed  that  you  would  be  pleafed  to  communicate  thefe 
iedimonies  of  their  lordihips'  gratitude,  to  the  colonels  and  other 
commanding  oScers  of  the  feveral  corps  of  yeomanry,  and  volun- 
teer cavalry  and  infantry,  and  fea  fencibles^  within  the  city  of 
London,  for  which  you  have  the  honour  to  be  liis  majcfiy'g 
lietitcnant. 

I  am,  with  great  refpeQ,  my  Lord, 

Yours,  &c. 

ELDON,  a 

EAMER,  MayoU. 
A  Common  Cf^ncil,  holden  in  the  chamber  of  the  GuSdhall 
of  the  city  of  Loodon,  on  Tuefday  the  ijtb  day  of  June 
1802, 
Refolved  unapifnoully.  That  tlie  thanks  of  this  court  he  given 
to  the  commanders,  and  the  reft  of  the  officers  and  gentlemen,  of 
the  fcvcral  loyal   volunteer  military  aflbclatioii?,  for  their  readi- 
nefsin  coming  forwards  In  defence  of  their  country  and  fellow  citi- 
zens. 
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znis,  at  a  momf  nt  of  great  national  djfficuTtj  and  daciger ;  for  tbeir 
fpiritcd  conduct  in  fupport  of  the  civil  power,  and  for  oppofiD^ 
and  fuppreiling,  with  temper  and  firmnefs,  a  lawlefs  and  mifguxded 
multitude,  threatening  to  dcftroy,  not  only  the  pubb'c  peace,  but 
the  property  of  the  city  and  metropolis ;  for  their  vigilance  and 
generous  exertions  in  preferving  the  property  of  their  neighbour 
from  the  calamities  of  fire ;  for  their  perfevering  zeal  and  patriot- 
ifro,  in  facn£cing  their  own  perfonal  convenience  to  their  ooo- 
ftitutional  endeavours  to  prote6l  the  religion,  laws,  and  liberties  of 
their  country  from  the  machinations  of  foreign  and  domcftic 
enemies. 

On  the  firft  of  June,  the  day  appointed  for  a  gene- 
ral thankfgiving,  the  Company  aflembled  and  marched 
xm  St.  Paul's  cathedral. 


CONCLUSION. 

Such  was  the  clofe  of  a  long,  an  arduous,  and 
expenfive  war,  which  this  nation  fuftained  with  mag- 
nanimity, and  clofed  with  exemplary  patience  and 
liberality.  The  (hort  peace,  of  fcarccly  more  than 
fifteen  months,  which  cnfued,  was  fufficient  to  relax 
Ibme  of  the  martial  ardour  which  is  the  fupport  of 
the  country ;  to  introduce,  by  a  rlpid  and  unexampled 
intcrcourfe  with  France,  a  tide  of  luxury  and  falfc  phi- 
lofophy,  which  threatened  to  overflow,  by  unliccnfed 
pltafurc  and  unauthorized  fentimcnts,  whatever  bar- 
riers remained  of  that  priftinc  virtue,  of  that  venerable 
religion,  of  that  well  conftituted  freedom,  whick  have 
ever  been  ohcrifhcd  here  as  the  noblcfl:  i^bcritance 

from 
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from  our  anccftors;  and  to  opca  an  unguardtd  path 
to  revolutionary  cnthufiafm,  which  crimfons  the  fourcc 
of  civil  liberty,  and  fcveis  the  bands  which  unite  the 
felicity  with  the  intcrcfts  of  mankind.  Happily  thcfc 
direful  cfFedls  have  been  hitherto  obftru6lcd;  the 
new  war,  and  the  repeated  tbreatof  invaflon,  have  de- 
veloped-the  hidden  artifice,  and  united  the  whole 
nation ;  and  though  war  muft  ever  be  deprecated  as 
the  fcourge  of  mankind^  the  prefent  momtntous  and 
awful  criiis  offers  an  alternative  more  dire  in  its  con*- 
fecjuences  and  more  deftrudive  to  domeftic  peace ! 

The  foregoing  annals  fumiih  an  important  feries  of 

reflefliion  to  thofe  who  have  conne&ed  themfelves 

with  this  fociety,  as  well  as  to  thofe  who  are  only 

fpedators  of  their  proceedings.      They   will    have 

proved,  that  the  Company,  though  independent  in 

its  inftitudon  and  general  orders,  and  built  upon  a 

foundation  which  andquity  and  unfullied  honour  have 

rendered  refpedable,  has  teiidered  its  fervices  to  the 

government,  and  to  the  municipal  magiftrate,  and 

ftood  forth  in  all  times  of  danger  in  the  fervice  of 

the  country,  and  in  the  caufe  of  public  tranquillity ; 

that  fucceeding  fovcreigns,  for  nearly  300  years,  have 

iandioned  its  eftablifhment,  approved/its  principle,  and 

confirmed  its  independence ;  that  in  no  period  of  its 

hiftory  has  its  merit  more  confpicuoufly  Ihone  than 

in  the  clofmg  years  and  final  termination  of  the  laft 

war,  when  it  received  not  only  the  thanks  of  the  fo- 

vereign  himfelf,  but  alfo  of  both  houfes  of  the  legif- 

lature,  and  of  the  conftitutcd  authorides  and  common 

council  of  the  city  of  London.    To  thefe  reileftions 

*     s  it 
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it  may  now  be  fubjoined,  that  the  opening  of  another 
war,  which  feems  to  have  been  defigned  in  the  confti- 
tuent  parts  of  the  laft  peace,  has  again  awakened  that 
high  fpirit  which  dignifies  the  honeft  fervour  of  Eng- 
land, and  makes  her  alive  to  the  juftice  of  her  claims  } 
has  rallied  to  its  original  fbmdard  the  manly  refolution 
of  the  peopile,  and  raifed  the  willing  mafs  of  their  in- 
ternal ftrength  to  meet  the  threatened  ftorm  :  united 
upon  the  broadeft  principle  of  virtuous  prefervation, 
•they  fpum  with  indignation  the  vaunting  fiiry  of  their 
only  enemy;  they  difdain  the  didates  of  a  proud 
ufurper,  who  has  got  fo  much  power  into  his  hands, 
that  he  threatens  to  furround  our  fliores,  and  over- 
throw  our  altars  and  our  laws ;  and  while  they  re- 
fled  with  confcious  pride  on  the  priftine  valour  of 
their  anceftors,  and  glow  with  juft  exultation  at  the 
noble  pride  of  their  defcent,  they  feel  the  fame  energy 
by  which  their  rights  were  won,,  and  offer  up  the 
facred  pledge  of  mutual  fidelity,  by  which  thofe  rights 
Ihall  be  preferved  by  their  defcendants.  They  thus 
proclaim  their  entire  devotion  to  then-  country's  caufej 
they  ftiew  to  an  admiring  world,  that  the  fafeguard 
of  the  monarch's  thione,  and  the  peafant's  cottage, 
is  the  union  of  the  whole  ;  that  valour  is  learnt  in  the 
fchool  of  difcipline;  and  that  the  maintenance  of 
profperity  and  peace  muft  derive  its  accomplifliment 
from  the  unanimity  of  their  defence ! 
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While  Britain's  thunder  on  the  ocean  roarsfj 
Her  Tons  at  home  in  fhining  arms  behold  I 

From  every  fount  her  priftlne  valour  pours; 
And  every  plain  renews  her  deeds  of  old  ! 

Proud  to  protefi,  yet  generots  to  fave. 

Her  nobler  heroes,  Gallia's  threats  defpife } 

Infuriate  rage,  with  fteadier  courage  brave. 
And— "Arms  I  To  Arms  V — re-echo  to  the  ikiea; 

Grateful  to  Heaven,  (he  lifts^er  beaming  eye. 
Accounts  the  deeds  her  gallant  fons  have  done  ! 

Recites  her  glories,  gifted  from  on  high. 
Her  Altars  fheltered — and  her  Charters  won  ! 

Pleafed  with  her  tale — the  Star  of  Brunswick  Ihines  j 
Cheers  every  heart,  and  fwells  each  ardent  breaft; 

Fans  the  bright  flame,  that  Britain's  caufe  refines; 
Urges  the  brave — yet  fuccours  the  diftreft  : 

Its  genial  ray,  domeftic  life  endtars  ; 

Its  foftering  fmile,  parental  love  expands ; 
Merit  rewards ;  and  foothes  affliction's  tears  ; 

Virtue  ennobles ; — ^fealty  commands* 

The  facred  fource,  with  dignity  and  love. 

Pours,  in  a  dream  of  light,  her  oqual  laws; 
AH  catch  the  ray,  exulting  to  improve  , 

'  Her  call  to  glory  in  their  country's  caufe. 
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Shall  the  fell  Tyrant  with  ufurping  power. 

Chill  the  wami  ihrefliold  of  domeflic  joy  ? 
Shall  brutal  luft,  with  lawlefs  rapine,  fcoar 

Fair  Albbn's  plains — and  Albion's  love  dellroy  ? 

Rather  (hould  every  fwelUng  boforii  bfeak  y 

Rather  ihould  every  tie  of  fife  diflblve  ; 
Rather  ihould  death  one  ruthlefs  havoc  make. 

And  all  the  ends  of  time  at  once  revolve ! 

The  foul  of  Britons  is  their  native  land  : 

True  to  themfelves  their  union'd  hearts  are  one  : 

On  Britifli  ground,  Britons  (hall  firmly  fiand  ; 

On  Britifh  ground,  their  birthright,  Britons  won.  - 

Cov^t  then,  proud  Tyrant  of  imperious  boaft. 
Thou  who  haft  fled  from  Sydney's  gallant  ami^ 

And  fhrunk  from  fhades  of  Jaffa's  murdered  hoft^ 
Dream  not  to  conquer  Britain,  by  alarm. 

Come, — ^brave  the  furrows  of  the  refluent  tide; — 
Come*— dare  Britannia^s  lance — and  dare  her  frown  ; 

Come— bid  her  fons  thy  darkened  fate  decide  j — 
One  foul,  one  arm,  in  all— defend  her  crown ! 

Father  Supreme  1  who  guid'fl  the  righteous  caufe, 

Deigii  to  proteft  thy  favoured  fea-girt  ifle  j 
Our  grateful  altars,  and  our  equal  laws^ 

Shall  pour  their  incenfe  to  thy  hallowed  fmile ! 

A.H. 
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Jbt^ddrefsfrom  the  Court  bf  Ajfjl^nts  of  the  Honourable 
Amilery  Compat^  h  the  Inhabitants  of  Ijondon-^ijg^.. 

The  court  of  afliidarits  of  the  Hdnourable  Artillery  Com- 
pany deem  it  a  dutyi  at  the  prefeht  jiinfturc,  to  explain  to 
the  printipal  itihabitaiits  of  London  the  conditution  of  that 
corps,  and  the  public  bfenefiti  that  may  be  derived  from  it ; 
and  to  invite  TeHow  citizens  to  unite  with  the  members^ in 
their  patriotic  intention^. 

This  Cdmpany  is  of  very  aiicteht  date,  has  at  all  times 
been  fleady  in  fupportin^  the  coiiftitution  and  governments 
*iind  has  frequently  experienced  the  moft  honorirable  diftinc- 
tions.  Many  of  the  nobility  and  great  perfonages  of  oM 
were  enrolled  iii  this  body,  and  learned  and  pra&ifed  th^ 
hiilitary  arts  in  the  Ground  belonging  to  the  Company,  and 
in  the  ficllds  in  which  the  members  retain  the  right  of  exer-i^ 
cifing. 

The  title,  according  to  modern  acceptation,  may  convey 
to  fome  the  erroneous  idea,  that  this  body  is  devoted  chiefly' 
*io  the  management  of  artillery.  The'leaft  attention,  how- 
"ever,  to  the  arrangement  of  the  Company  will  obviate,  olr 
correft,  any  mifoofiception  of  the  arn*is,  and  exercife,  of  the 
members.  This  corps  is  formed 'into  a  regular  battalion, 
cohGfting  of  grenadier,  light  infantry,  and  hat,  cotfjpanies; 
•together  with  a  niatroft  divifion  fef  the  uf<?  of  twO'ffeld 
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pieces,  prefented,  In  the  year  1780,  by  the  city,  in  confiJe^ 
ration  of  the  fervices  of  many  of  the  members,  then  of  the 
•LonJon  military  foot  aflbciation.  There  is  alfo  kept  up  a 
divifion  of  archers :  for  archery  was  the  art.cuhivated  by  the 
Company  in  days  when  the  bow  was  an  inftrument  of  war. 
The  command  of  the  battalion  is  in  his  Royal  Highnefs  the 
Prince  of  Wales,  as  captain-general,  and  officers  annually 
cleaed. 

The  Company  may  alfo  have  been  thought  to  branch  out, 
or  be  part  of,  the  late  city  militia.  This  is  not  the  cafe : 
unconne&ed  with  any  other  corps,  it  has  at  all  times  maia^ 
tained  its  own  independience,  however  it  may  have  been  re«> 
duced  ia  numbers  during  periods  of  peace  and  internal  tran* 
quilliiy. 

This  municipal  corps  prefents  peculiarities  of  excellence 
jtbat  merit  general  attention.  It  poffeiTes  every  advantage 
of  the  puteft  volunteer  body,  on  the  moft  legal  eftablifh- 
ment.  It  is  authorized  and  privileged  by  charter  and  vari- 
ous royal  patents ;  and^  patticularly,  by  a  warrant  of  his 
prefent  majedy,  under  the  royal  fign  manual,  wherein  his 
Koyal  Highnefs  the  Prince  of  Wales  is  declared  captain-ge- 
neral :  and  is  governed  by  rules  and  regulations- entirely  of 
its  own  forming*  It  moreover  poiteif^s  independent  and 
improving  funds,  whereby  the  expenfe  attending  a  volun* 
teer  corps  is  confiderably  lelTened  i  but,  what  is  of  higher 
recommendation,  it  enjoys  witl^in  itfelf  ev^ry  requifite  that 
fuch  a  corps  could  wifh,  and  that  in  a  fi^perior  flyle  of  ac^ 
commodation  $  namely,  a  large  and  commodious  piece  of 
ground,. confiding  of  feveral  acres,  for  the  exercife  of  ita 
members,  which,  for  fituation  and  convenience,  is  perhaps 
unrivalled ;  and  an  armoury-houfe,  built  upon  a  large  f<;^I^ 
with  rooms,  where  the  Company  at^large,  and  its  commit* 
tees,  meet  and  hold  their  deliberations. 

Refpedlable  from  time,  rights,  and  pofTeiHons,  and  thus 
fandioncd,  the  Coippany  confids  of  gentlemen  of  chara&er 
«u4|pr9perty^  bound  by  a  folemn  declaration  and  obligation 

o 


Appendix^  No.  I.  565 

of  attachment  and  fidelity  to  the  king  and  the  cpnftltiition ; 
and  of  readinefs  to  join  in  fupport  of  the  civil  authority, 
and  in  defending  the  metropolis ;  and  is  regulated  by  a 
court  of  affiftants,  confiding  of  a  prefident,  vice-prefident, 
treafurer,  the  field  officers ;  the  right  hoiiourablfe  the  lord 
mayor,  the  ajdiermen,  and'flierifTs  of  the  city  of  London, 
for  tfie  time  being;  and  t wen ty-four  eleftive  members. 

To  this  body,  therefore,  the  inhabitants  of  London  may 
look  up  with  confidence,  fo  far  as  its  numbers  and  power' 
extend,  in  cafe  of  any  hoftile  efforts  of  perfons  inimical  to 
the  conftitution,  and  to  government ;  or  of  aSs  of  violence 
from  daring  violators  of  the  laws,  ^hofe  obje£ls  are  plun- 
der, and  the  levelling  of  all  to  their  own  ftandard  of  Tgno- 
rance  and  depravity;  or,  in  cafe  of  invafion  or  alarm  from  a 
foreign  enemy. 

Engaged  in  preferving  order,  and  enforcing  obedience  to 
the  laws,  under  the  guidance  of  the  civil  power,  the  Com«» 
pany  claims  the  fupport,  as  it  is  entitled  to  the  confidence, 
of  all  well-afFefted  citizens. 

Frequent  occurrences,  particularly  within  the  Ikft  fifteen 
years,  haw  demonftrated  the  neceflSty  of  a  body  of  me'n, 
iriterefted  in  the  prefervation  of  the  ftate,  and  animated  with 
fentiments  of  genuine  Englifti  liberty,  and  of  refpeft  for  the 
laws,  ever  ready  to  ftrengthen  the  arm  of  magiftracy.  Thofe, 
therefore,  who  are  fpecially  bound  to  watch  over  the  lives, 
property,  records,  and  edifices,  in  the  metropolis ;  all  who 
juftly  appreciate  the  enjoyments  which  religion,  reafon,  and 
the  laws,  afford  and  fanftion,  are  earneftly  called  upon  to 
promote  the  augmentation  of  a  corps  that  promifes  to  the 
civil  power  an  efficient  and  conftitutional  fupport,  in  the 
prefervation  of  every  thing  facred  and  valuable ;  that  may 
prove  an  example  and  rallying-poft  to  men  of  integrity  and 
courage,  in  the  general  exertion  againft  an  invading  ene* 
niy ;  ami  that  may  tend  to  keep  in  their  duty,  fuch  as,  from 
want  of  principle,  may  at  any  time  be  inclined  to  fwervc 
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from  their  allegiaTice^  and  ths^t  line  of  duty  they  are  paid 
by  the  nation  (l(;adily  to  maintain. 

Thofe,  t(len^  who  are  fenfible  how  much  the  peace^  pro- 
fperity,  and  fecurjty,  of  the  ^hole  kingdom  depend  upon  the ' 
ftate  of  the  capital;  who  can  deduce  a  duty  from  confidera- 
tipns  of  the  plan  and  views  of  the  Company ;  who  prefer 
the  healthful  and  manly  exercife  of  arms  to  ina6lioQ,  or 
pqrfuits  in  no  degree  praife  worthy  j  who  difdain  enjoying 
national  or  individual  blefTings  without  (haring  in  the  com* 
n^on  defence ;  are  exhorted  to  join  this  body,  that  it  may 
be  adequate  to  the  important  purpofes  for  which  it  is  de- 
figned. 

Various  are  the  confiderations  that  (hould  operate  upon 
the  minds  of  reflefting  men  to  induce  them  to  advance  the 
Artillery  Company.  The  charaSer  of  a  citizen,  bearing 
arms,  whbfe  intentions  have  theftamp  of  legal  fan<3:ioii,  is 
congemal  with  the  ftridefl:  ideas  of  the  conftltution  of  this 
country ;  and  clearly  calculated  to  obviate  evils,  and  produce 
many  good  eflFefts.  Thence  is  derived  a  medium  of  power, 
neither  altogether  civ^I  or  military,  by  which  £ngli(hmen 
may  be  defcind^d  without  apprehenfion  about  their  civU 
rights,  and  dangerous  violators  of  ^he  laws  be  the  more  ea&ly 
fubdued,  as  feeliivg  themfelves,  in  fome  meafure,  judged  and 
condemned  by  their  country. 

Public  ciedit,  in  which  every  one  is  dire£lly  or  remotely 
interefted,  cannot  fail  of  bein^  more  firmly  maintained,  by 
confidence  in  the  means  of  fecurity  of  rights  and  property 
of  all  defcriptions. '  And  every  enterprife  of  commerce,  and 
in  the  arts  and  fciences,  will  ever  be  conducted  with  acumen 
and  energy,  and  attended  with  beneficial  confequences,  pro- 
portioned to  the  profpeft  of  proteSion  and  permanency  in 
the  refulting  honour  or  advantage. 

Heads  of  families  fhould  inculcate,  'that  the  perfonal  fcr* 
vices  ♦of  youthful  citizens  are  at  all  times,  but  more  efpe- 
cially  at  the  prefent  moment^  due  to  th^ir  country.  And 
be  it  remembered,  that  the  example  of  the  firft  clafles  is 
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iDeceflTary  to  difiufe  a  general  fpirit.  By  renQuncing  a  de* 
gree  of  the  indulgences  afforded  by  birth,  fortune,  and  fitu- 
ation,  and  bearing  a  (hare  in  thofe  patriotic  labours,  which 
the  common  caufe  fo  forcibly  demands,  men,  deferring 
diftindions  in  fociety,  fhould  (lep  forward  and  evince  their 
public  virtue  by  joioing  the  friends  of  order  and  their  coun- 
try in  endeavours  to  ilimnlate  and.roufe  many  from  that 
fupinenefs  and  unmanly  apathy  which,  at  this  imparalleled 
crifis,  would  not  only  be  difgraceful  but  criminal.  With, 
what  face,  in  the  inftant  of  public  commotion,  can  the  man, 
poflefling  health  and  vigour,  and  riches,  call  for  protection 
firom  his  volunteer  neighbours,  when,  by  qualifying  himfelf 
to  a6k  with  them,  he  might  have  rendered  that  protedion 
certain,  and  have  thence  contributed  to  the  comfort  that 
flows  from  conviction  of  general  fecnrity  ?  Preffing  exigencies 
may  require  the  regular  forces  at  a  diftance  from  thecapital, 
their  njiimbcrs  may  become  reduced,  their  taik  precarious, 
perhaps  impracticable:  iMider  fuch  awful  circumftaqccs, 
the  people  mud  turn  to  themfelves ;  and  whether  the  event 
{hall  be  detentiined  by  virtuous  citizens,  or  by  unprincipled 
depredatory,  will  depend  upon  the  early  conduCt  of  brave 
and  faithful  fubjeCts* 

As  the  immediate  objeCt  of  the  Artillery  Company  is  the 
prote&ion  of  London,  the  grand  emporium  of  the  world, 
where  the  arts  and  fciences  flourifti',  the*  court  of  affiftants 
lefolved  upon  appealing  to,  and  now  rely  upon,  the  good 
fenfe,  loyalty,  and  fpirit,  of  the  inhabitants,  for  fuccefs 
in  endeavouring  to  augment  their  body ;  and  which  they 
are  encouraged  to  hope  with  the  greater  confidence,  when 
every  other  city  in  the  kingdom,  and  even  towrfs  and 
villages,  are  (liewing  the  moii  aCtive  zeal  in  the  common 
caufe. 

The  circum (lances  of  the  times  undoubtedly  call  for  cx,^ 
traordinary  exertions ;  and  the  conftituiion  of  this  volun- 
teer corps  appears  eminently  calculated  to  afford  ^  body 
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of  great  confeqaence  to  the  fafety  and  traoquillity  rf  tk 
metropolis* 

At  this  momentous  sera  every  zealous  friend  to  his  cooa- 
try  feems  indeed  to  be  called  upon  to  make  an  dedioo  of 
aflbciates,  with  whom  he  may  choofe  to  a&  in  cafe  of  pob- 
lie  emergency ;  and  thus  to  difcharge  an  immediate  doty, 
by  demonftrating  a  power  ready  to  repd  any  danger.  The 
Artillery  Company  lifts  its  conftitutional  banner  to  the  ob- 
fervation  of  merchants,  manufadlurersj  perfons  inoCBce, 
and  profeffional  men,  and  all  other  defcriptions,  of  good 
citizens,  for  whofe  convenience,  in  fubferviency  to  the  ge- 
neral weal,  its  laws  and  regulations  are  ordained. 

At  whatever  happy  period  peace  may  return,  the  motto 
of  the  Company,  Arma  Pacts  Fulcra,  ought  not  to  be  for- 
gotten by  the  people  of  this  favoured  land.  Tyranny  and 
perfidy  abroad  have  manifefted  the  neceffity  of  being  always 
prepared  to  affert  and  maintain  the  national  dignity,  free- 
dom, and  independence.  Time  will  be  required  to  calm 
the  troubled  world ;  and  the  bleffings  derived  from  «»nfii« 
tutional  reprefentation,  and  equal  prote&ion  of  the  laws, 
can  be  fecured  only  by  watchfulnefs,  and  evincing  the  pub- 
lic fpirit,  and  power,  always  ready  to  be  exerted  in  cafe  of 
hoftile  aggreffion  from  jealous,  envious,  or  ambitious,  xu* 
tions,  or  from  the  ungrateful  and  turbulent  enbmies  of  their 
native  country* 

The  Britifli  conilitution  is  the  refult  of  >vifdom  matured 
by  obfervations  upon  innumerable  events,  that  ages  only 
could  evolve.  Let  it  not  fuffer,  in  the  minds  of  thofe  who 
frofcfs  to  hold  it  in  reverence,  by  enthufiaflic  effufions  of 
fancy,*  unfupported  by  found  reafon  and  experience.  Be 
true  to  your  country,  your  religion,  and  laws,  to  a  beloved 
King !— Be  true  to  yourfelves ! 

Signed,  by  Order  of  the  Court, 

WILLIAM  WHITE,  Sec. 

Arr.toury,  Nov,  4,  1794. 
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RULES  AND  ORDERS 

OF  TH8 

flOK  ARTILLERY  COMPANY, 

ORIGllfALLV   MADE    IN  1658; 

WHOLLY  REVISED  AND  AMENDED  IN  1774; 

WITH  THft 

*     Alteratioas  n^^e  by  the  General  G)urtB  in  1791*  1794»  and  1799* 


Sv  virtue,  and  in  purfuance,  of  the  authorities  with  which 
the  Honourable  Artii.lbrt  Company  is  invefted 
by  his  prefent  majefly's  royal  warrant,  dated  at  St.  James's^ 
the  4th  day  of  March  1766,  the  patents  and  warrants  of 
his  majefty's  rcwal  predeceflbrs,  and  the  immemorial  right  ' 
and  ufage  of  this  Company  to  make  laws  for  its  owa  govern- 
ment, the  following  Articles  were  at  a  general  court,  held 
for  that  purpofe  at  the  Armoury-houfe,  on  the  4th  day  ef 
December  1799,  approved  and  declared  to  be  the  Rules  and 
Orders  thereof. 

ARTICLE  i« 

That  this  Company  be  governed  by  a  court  of  affiftants, 
confiding  of  a  prefident,  vioe-prefident,  treafurer,  colonel, 
lieutenant-colonel,  and  major;  the  lord-mayor,  the  alder- 
men. 
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tattkj  and  flierifis^  of  the  city  of  London,  for  the  time  be^ 
ing ;  twenty-four  eleftive  afliftants^  and  thofe  who  are  now 
honorary  affiftants  by  vote  of  general  court  for  eminent 
Cervices,  or  otherwife. 

Art.  II.  That  no  perfon  in  future  be  admitted  an  ho- 
norary member  of  the  court  of  affiftants. 

Art.  III.  That  all  ekaions  be  by  ballot. 

Art.  IV.  That  a  general  court  be  annually  held,  the 
firft  Wednefday  in  December,  for  the  bufinefs  of  the  Com- 
pany, and  the  choice  of  a  prefident,  vice-prefident,  trea-  ' 
furer,  twenty-four  eleSive  affiftants,  and  officers  for  the  \ 
year,  viz.  colonel,  lieutenant-colonel,  major,  adjutant^ 
quarter-mafter,  fergeant-major,  furgeon,  and  chaplain;  ^ 
likewife  for  the  fervants  of  .the  Company,  viz.  a  fecietary  | 
aind^  meflcnger ;  and  that  no  perfon  (hall  have  a  right  to  i 
vote  at  a  general  court,  until  he  has  been  a  member  fix  ca-           f 

lendar  months.  ^  1 

p  1 

Art.  V.  That,  one  month  previous  to  the  annual  general  \ 

court,  each  divifion  of  the  Company  fliall  deliver,  by  its  ^ 

commanding  officer^  to  the  fecretary  of  this  Company,  the  t 

names  of  fpur  gentlemen,  to  which  the  court  of  affiftants  ij 

may  add  twelve  other  names;  and  thefe,  *  conjun&ivety^ 
ffiall  be  returned  to  the  general  court  for  the  eledloa  of  ' 

twenty *jfour  gentlemen  to  ferve  on  the  court  of  afiUlaQLs  for  I 

the  year  enfuing.  And,  if  any  fix  members  be  deftrous  to 
make  any  alteration  in  the  civil  or  military  appointment  of 
officers  or  fervants  of  the  Company,  a  lift  of  names,  for 
fucb  aJteratioHt  Cigned  by  them,  ffiall  be  delivered  to  the 
fecretvy  on^  month  previous  to  the  annual  general  CQUvt. 
'  :  Art,  VI.  That  no  fpecial.  general  court  be  held,  but  by 
order  of  the  court  of  affiftants,. unlefs,  upon  application,  for 
that  purpofe,  of  thirty  members  of  the  Company,  in 
writing,  addrcffed  to  the  faid  court,  it  fliall  refufe  or  neglci^l 
to  comply  therewith  within  fourteen  days  from  the  date 
of  fHch  requifition,  then  the  faid  thirty  members  fliall  have 
power  to  appoint  a  day  for  that  purpofe ;  and,  when  fifty 

nKUiber* 
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u^emb^rs  are  aflemblcd/  (the  whole  Cpmpany  having-  beeu 
fummoned  at  le^ft  feven  days  prior  to  fuch  meeting,)  they 
may  proceed  to  hufinefs ; .  and  all  a6ts  of  fuch  fp^pi^l  general 
court  (hall  hf^  deepaed  lawful  anc)  binding. 

Art.  VII.    That  for  preferving  due  decorum  in  the  pro- 
ceedings and  deliberations  of  the  general  courts,  the  prefi- 
dent,  vice-prefident,  treafurer,  and  field  officers,  Chall  pre- 
fide,  according  to  rank ;  in  their  abfence,  the  fentor  alder- 
nian  prefcnt  j  and,  if  none  of  the  abovp  attend,  the  court 
ibal}  choofe  a  chairman.     That  no  perfpn  be  permitted  to 
fpeak  to  one  queflion  more  th^n  twice,  unlefs  called  upon  tq 
explain.     All  motions  to  be  delivered  to  the  chairman^  in . 
writings  and  decided   by  the  holding  up  of  hands,  un- 
lefs, on  a  previous  motion,  it  be  agreed  to  determine  any. 
particular  queftion  by  ballot.     If  t;wo  members  demand  a 
divifion,  it  (hall  be  allowed ;  thofe  voting  againfl  the  quef-  • 
tion  (hall  withdraw.     That  no  protefts  be  received.     That 
no  court  be  adjourned,  or  diflblv^d,  without  a  queftion  for 
tbat  purpofe.    That  no  bufinefs  be  permitted  at  the  annua} . 
general  pourt  after  the  ballot  is  commenced,  e^tcept  declaring 
tbe  ballot,  and  alfp  the  eledion  of  divifion  officers. 

Art.  VIII.  That,  as  often  as  there  (hall  happen  to  be 
four  vacancies  of  elG6led  members  of  the  cpurt  of  affiftants, 
a  general  court  (hall  be  called  to  iili  up  the  fame :  and^  in ' 
cafe  any  officer  or  fervant  of  tbe  Company  (hall  die,  decline, 
or  be  difcontinued,  the  cpurt  of  affiftants  (hall,  from  time: 
to  time,  prof:eed  to  fill  up  fuch  vacancy  for  the  remainder ; 
of  tbe  year. 

Art.  V^.  Th^t  no  perfon  difaffedled  to  the  proteflant ' 
religion,  uncertificated  bankrupt,  or  whofe  fituation  in  jife  . 
or  charadter  will  render  his  attendance  on  the  duties  of  the 
Ck>mpany  improper  to  himfelf  and  difagreeable  to  his  affo- 
ciates;  nor  apprentice,  or  perfon  under  the  age  of  twenty-  . 
one  years,  or  covenant  fervant,  (hall  be  admitted  a  member . 
of  this  company  ;  but  gentlemen  under  the  age  of  twenty, 
one  years  may  be  permiltcd  to  excrcife  with  the  Company, 

(as 
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(u  cadets,)  on  fatisfying  the  conrt  of  aflSftants  that  it  is  widl 
the  approbation  of  their  parents  or  guardians,  and  promifing 
to  become  members  when  of  age ; "  that  they  be  propofed 
and  prefented  to  the  court  of  afliftants;  that  they  likewife 
fubfcribe  annually  the  fame  as  the  members,  to  defray  the 
cxpenfe  of  ammunition  and  other  contingencies. 

Art,  X.  That  the  city  be  divided  into  four  diftrifts ;  the 
members  refident  in  each  to  form  a  divifion  of  the  battalion, 
except  the  archers,  grenadiers,  light  infantry,  and  matrofs 
divifions,  which  fhall  be  fe1e£ted  from  the  whole ;  and  that 
members,  refiding  out  of  the  city,  be*  joined  to  the  neareft 
diftrift. 

Art.  XI.  That  any  gentleman,  defirous  of  becoming  a 
member,  (hall  be  recommended  to  the  court  of  affiftants  by 
the  captain  and  lieutenant  of  the  divifion  which  he  intends 
to  join ;  or  by  any  five  members  of  the  Company  to  whom 
he  is  well  known;  which  recommendation  fhall  be  deliver- 
ed in  writing  to  the  court,  fpecifying  the  name,  age,  place 
of  abode,  and  occupation  of  the  candidate  \  and,  if  ap- 
proved, his  name  and  defcription  fliall  be  put  up  in  iXTiting 
by  the.  fecretary,  in  the  court-room,  and  fome  other  con- 
fpicuous  place  in  the  armonry-houfe,  until  the  next  court 
(ball  aflfemble;  the  fummonfes  to  be  underwritten,  '^lo 
ballot  for  the  candidate,''  mentioning  his  name  and  de- 
fcription ;  that  he,  with  one  of  tht  members  recommend- 
ihg,  (hall  attend  fuch  court,  when,  if  he  is  of  proper' make 
and  appearance,  and  doth  fatisfy  the  court  that  he  is  €k  pro- 
teftant,  well  affefted  lo  his  majefty  and  the  conftitution,  that 
he  will  be  obedient  to  all  the  rules  and  orders  of  the  Com- 
pany, and  become  an  exercifing  member,  the  court  may 
proceed  to  ballot. 

Aht,  XII.  That  the  court  of  affiftantsbc  empowered  to 
expel  from  this  Company  any  member  who  (hall  recom- 
lucuvl  a  pcrfon  under  a  fiditious  defcription,  and  the  mem- 
ber fo  rvcommen:led. 

:Vhy.XIII.  That  every  gentleman,  at  his  admiffion,.do 

pay 
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fiay  two  poiiiids  two  (hillings  to  the  Company ,  thret  lbil« 
lings  to  the  fecretary,  two  {hillings  to  the  mtSkfXffif^  fin4 
two  (hillings  for  charitable  ufes*  And  alfo  the  value  of 
anas  and  accoutrements,  unlefe  alreiidy  provided  therewith, 
to  the  fatis£di6):ibh  of  fuch  perfon  aa  the  court  of  aiBilaats 
may  appoiptfcoin  time  to  time  to  infped:  the  fame* 

Art.  XIV;  That  every  member  of  thi$  Company  do  pgy 
to  the  perfon>appointed  to  collet  the  fame^  one  powKl  one 
flulling  per  annum,  (in  advai^ce^)  commencing,  from  Mi* 
chaelmas;  that  no  perfon,  Aiail  have  a  right  t9,VQte  at  a 
general  .court,  or  be  chofen  into  any  office^  uiitil  he  h^  paid 
the  fame,  it  having  been  demanded ;  apd,  on  refufal  to  com^ 
ply,,  he  &all  be  fuhimoned  before  the  firft  court  of  aiJifi^ts 
after  Lady^day,  to  anfwer  for  fuch  negle<^  or  refuffil ;  and^ 
if  he  doth  not  then  pay  or  attend  the  faid  cour^  they  are 
empowered  to  e&pel  him  the  Company ;  fubjed;  to  an  ap« 
peal  to  a  general  courLi 

AjtuT^  ^V.  That,  if  any  member,  of  what  d^ription 
foever,  be  refradory,  quarrelfome,  a  promoter  of  difllenfioo, 
a  profane  fwearer,  or  addicted  to  gaming,  or.be  guilty  of 
any  a6l,  which  afie£t«  the  peace,  honour,  and  profperity  of 
the  Company,  the  court  of  aliidants,  on  proof  thereof,  are 
bevd)y  empowered,  according  to  the  offence,  to  cenfure^ 
fine,  or  expel  him ;  fubje6l  to  an  appeal  to  a  general. court. 

Art.  XVI.  That  whoever  is  elected  fecretary  or  collec- 
tor, or  appointed  to  any  other  place  of  truft,  (hall,  within 
one  month  after  his  election,  give  fuch  fecurity  as  the  court 
of  affifiants  think  proper.  That  the  accompis  of  the  Com- 
pany  be  audited,  at  Icaft  once  a  year,  to  Michaelmas ;  and 
the  ftate  thereof  reported  to  theaxuiual  general  court  in  2^e- 
cember  following. 

Abt.  XVII.  That  the  court  of  aflifiants  be  empowered 
to  fine,  fufpend,  or  difplace  any  of  the  fervanta  of  the  Com- 
pany who  (hall  miibehaTc  or  negle£l.  their  duty,  and  (hall 
report  the  fame  to  the  next  general  court, 

Art. 


^76  H.  A.  C. 

ORDERS 

FOR   THE 

UNffORM-DRESS,  ARMS,  AND  ACCOUTREMENTS^ 
or  Tui 

HON.  JRTILLERT  COMPANT^ 
1803, 

At  a  Court  of  Afliftants  of  the  Honourable  Artillery  Coxn- 
paay^  held  at  the  Armoury-houfe,  on  Monday,  the  a«tlL 
of  Juiie  1803, 

Colonel  PAUL  LE  MESURIER,  in  the  Chair, 
The  following  Orders  for  the  uniform-drefs,  arms,  and  accou* 
trements  of  the  battalion,  were  unanimoufly  agreed  to,  viz. 

.  UNIFORM-JACKET. 

Jacket  of  fuperfine  fcarlet,  with  lappels,  fix  inches  broad 
at  top  and  five  at  bottom,  to  button  over  all  the  way  down; 
blue  round  cuffs,  two  and  a  half  inches  deep,  and  fiand-up 
collar,  edged  with  white  kerfeymere  and  laced 'with  broad 
vellum-lace;  flafli  flap,  with  three  buttons,  laced  round, 
the  ikirt  eight  inches  deep ;  bine  wings  on  the  {boulders, 
laced  round  and  edged  with  white,  with  a  filver  phime  in 
the  centre,  and  bullion  (to  pattern)  an  inch  and  a  quarter 
deep ;  the  back  fkirt  to  be  edged  with  white.  The  buttons 
to  be  at  equal  diftances,  not  lefs  than  ten  in  number,  and 
to  be  increafed  in  proportion  to  the  length  of  the  lappels ; 
which  mud  not  be  lefs  than  fifteen  inches  long,  from  the 
collar,  and  to  be  increafed  in  proportion  to  the  height  of 
the  wearer. 

BREECHES. 

White  kerfeymere,  made  fufficiently  hFgh  to  meet  the 
Jacket. 

STOCK,  GAITERS,  &C. 

Steci  to  be  black  ribbed  leather,  edged  with  black  velvet; 
the  (hirt  not  to  appear  above  the  (lock. 

Z  Gaiters 


jfppendiXj  NoAL  577 

Gaiters  of  black  cloth,  up  to  the  knee,  with  flat  black 
leather  Buttons  ^  flioc  buckles  not  to  a[)pear. 

Hair  to  be  dreffed  clofe  at  the  fides,  with  a  queue  of 
about  fix  inches. 

HELMET. 

Helmet  of  ftrong  leather,  to  be  made  to  come  down  lo^ 
behind.  Chain  acrofs  the  crown  ;  black  bear-fldn ;  on  the 
left  fide  a  regulation  feather  fourteen  inches  Iong>  fix  inches 
red  at  the  bottom  and  eight  inches  white  at  the  top;  plated 
prince's  plumle  on  the  right  fide;  a  drip  of  leopard  (kin 
round  the  bottom  of  the  helmet  which  is  to  be  edged  with 
plated  meul ;  and  the  motto  of  the  Company,  Anna  Pads 
Fitlcra,  in  the  front. 

MATROS8    DIVISION. 

Jacket  of  dark  blue  cloth,  white  lining,  fearlet  cufis,  col- 
lar, and  wings,  to  be  made  exa&iy  to  correfpond  with  the 
fcarlet  jacket  before  defcribed ;  button,  a  (hicld,  with  ord« 
nance,  Turmounted  with  the  prince's  plume ;  Helmet^  fame 
as  the  battalion,  except  a  yellow  edging  and  white  feather. 

ARMS   AKD   ACCOtJTREM£MTS» 

Mu/iet  for  the  battalion  to  be  three  feet  fix  inches  long  in 
the  barrel ;  for  the  light  infantry  and  matrofs  divifions  three 
feet  three  inches*  The  bore  to  be  of  the  eleventh  gauge. 
And  the  Bayonet  eighteen  inches  long  in  the  blade. 

Poucb  to  contain  eighteen  rounds,  with  a  tin  at  the  hot* 
torn  of  each,  the  flap  plain. 

Belts.  A  fhoulder  belt  for  the  pouch,  and  a  waill  belt  for 
the  bayonet,  to  faften  with  a  clafp  in  front,  reprcfenting  a 
lion*s  head. 

By  Order  of  the  Court, 

WILLIAM  WHITE,  Secretary. 
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ACQUETONy  or  Hoqueton,  what,  ^5 

uiddi/tgton,  Henry,  efq.  reele£ied  fpeaker,  543  5  became  mi- 
nifter,  544 

Adjutant^  his  examination  and  duty,  312& 

Aix  la  Chapelle,  peace  of,  216,  %l^ 

>^OT^r/V/z«  colonies,  diffenfi on,  ^615  rupture,  303—306 

Amberjlj  lord,  his  fervices  in  1780,  3^2 

Anderfon,  J.  W.  efq.  lord  mayor,  487 

Andrews^  Sir  Matt,  prefident,  rcprefented  the  Company's 
cafe  to  the  co^1mon  council,  14^ 

Antiy  Princefs,  married  Prince  George  of  Denmark,  109  ; 
withdrew  to  Nottingham,  125  ;  queen's  acceffion, 
Jjij  her  letter,  153;  her  council,  154;  dined  at 
Guildhall,  154;  died,  168 

Antwerp,  fiege  by  Duke  of  Parma,  47 — ^54 

Archers  of  St,  George,  23 ;  incorporated  with  the  Hon.  Ar- 
tillery Company,  97 
■   ■     of  Finlbury,  205 

— —  divifion  recommended  to  a  more  efficient  excrcife. 

Archery y  hiftory  of,  18—39;  fences  put  down,  55 ;  a  butt 
in  the  garden,  94 

ArgyUy  Duke  of,  fupprefled  the  rebellion  of  17 15,  180 

Armada,  Spaniili,  49 

Arms,  ufe  of  in  England,  i ;  their  aid  of  the  civil  power, 
6;  theirorigin,  165  difufe  of  heavy  armour,  17;  orna- 
ments on,  i8;  defenfive,  32  ;  right  of,  difcuiTed,  329. 
367 

2  P  ^  Army, 
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^rx^,  opinions  of  a  ddndiQg,  146 

Armoury-houk  in  the  old  Artillery  Garden  built^  and  verfa 
thereon,  575.  fold,  80.  8z,  83 

■  MWy  ordered,  96 ;  carried  on,  97 ;  gift  of 

500/.  of  George  I.  towards  it,  185;  fubfcription  fi>r, 
195  J  finilhed,  ^02  ;  rules  for  the  ufc  of  it,  203  ;  rota* 
tion  held  in  it,  313;  lent  to  the  militia,  412 

'ArtilUryy  derivation  of,  19 

Ariltlery  Company,  its  principle,  3 J ;  origin  37  ;  archer?, 
39;  Henry  Vf II.  charter,  40;  its  garden,  45;  fenre 
Queen  Elizabeth,  47 ;  origixi  at  Taffell's  ctdfe,  ih. ; 
patent  of  Jamea  I.  5c;  its  refpeSability,  55;  remolfed 
<o  the  new  Artillery  Garden,  59—85 ;  60D0  ftrong,  59 1 
charter  of  Car.  I.  60 ;  nobility  became  niemlfers,  65 ; 
its  records  feized  by  the  cavaliers,  7 jj  foptllied  oJScers 
to  the  parliament  army,  ib. ;  futvey  of  Fiillbury  pre- 
bend, 75  ;    fituation  under  the  proteAoratfe,    Major 
Skippon  its  captain-general,  7$ ;  fafe  of  the  cAA  af- 
mourvj  8tc.  80.  83 ;  pr6ccflion  and  nrtrch  to  St,  PauPa 
and  Merchant  Taylors'- haH,  on  \i§  revival  Sy  Crom- 
well, 81 ;  commence  tlie  praftice  of  attending  the  lord 
mayors,  86  ;  fummoned  to  attend  the  funeral  of  Oliver 
Cromwell,  87  j  improve  its  cftile,  ib. ;  admit  freemen 
and  non-freemen,  91 ;  concurs  in  the  rcftoratfon,  93; 
lis  great  influence  and  increafe,  93,  94;  Duke  of  York 
aj^oiAtcd  captain-general,  94  ;  nobility  enter,  95;  fire 
ot*  London  affefted  it  but  little,  95  ;  conne^On  with' 
the  militrn,  96 ;  grand  march,  97  >  archers  of  St.  George 
incorporated  with  the  Company,  97;  its  influence  on 
eleSions,  lOi  ;  letters  from  Car.  II,  I07,  10 ]•  108  j 
addr«fs  to  the  king,  105  j  annual  fcftiral,    o5 ;  its  pri- 
vileges taken  away  by  Car.  II,  no;  arms  removed  10 
GuiMhall,  I  I ;  tddrcfs  to  Car.  11,  on  the  Rye  Houfe 
[)lot,  112;  affairs  declined,  114;  addrefs  to  James  If, 
1193  approved  by  William  III.  and  received  a  prefeut 

froQi 
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from  the  boani  of  otdnance^  133 ;  addrcrs  to  Qtieea 
.  Mary,  1 35  5  to  King  William,  13^;  i  affairs  decline,  14?, 
I46 }  always  had  a  general  from  the  court  of  aldermen, 
146.  157;  addrefs  to  Clueen  A^q,  151  ;  applicaliQn.4o 
lieutenancy,  with  Queen  Ann's  tetter,  t|4;  connexion 
with  lieutenancy,  156;  fecond  addreft,  i^q;  conteft 
for  officer^,  1 65 ;  had  i>o  power  to  oblige  aldermen  to 
lead,  167;  rank  for  the  court,  i(S8;  march  accefT.oa 
of  George  I,  1725  addrefj,  173  ;  let  the  ground,  181  j 
review,  1835  iecond  addrefs,  184 j  affairs  advance 
186;  annual  el^Aions,  ib. ;  reviewed  by,  and  addrefs 
to  George  I  J,  190;  addrcfs  to  court  of  aldermen,  193  ; 
public  and  private  leadf,  194;  addrefs  to  lieutenancy, 
797;  order  for  marches,  193;  addrefs  to  the  king, 
209 ;  attend  lord  mayor  to  Tower-hill,  2^3  j  increafe 
of  members,  227;  leafe  of  herbage,  228.  232  ;  addrefs 
to  George  III,  239 ;  delay  of  its  prefentation,  240^ 
241 ;  addrefs  to  the  Duke  of  De vonihire,  242  ;  fecond 
addrefs  to  George  III.  on  his  marriage,  243 ;  duty  on 
the  king  dining  at  Guildhall^  246 ;  third  addr^fs^  256  ; 
^  declined  attending  lord  mayors,  260 ;  reiblution  as  to 
the  power  of  lord  mayor,  or  officers^  over  the  arm>, 
271;  addrefs  to  lieutenancy,  277 ;  letter  to  Sir  R.  Lad* 
broke,  279 ;  27  members  call  a  court,  282 }  rule  there- 
on, 285 ;  attends  B.  Croiby,  efq.  lord  mayor,  from 
the  Tower,  296 ;  his  letter,  and  anfwer,  297  :  protcft 
againft  ihe  fergcants  voting,  299']  rules  as  to  the  offi- 
cers of  lieutenancy,  301 ;  treaty  with  the  city  for  re- 
linquishing part  of  the  ground,  306;  duty  on  Sir  J. 
Efdaile's  mayoralty,  310;  regulations  in' 1778,315; 
application  for  field  pieces  and  arms,  314;  inter\'iew 
with  ward  affociations,  316 ;  application  to  lieutenancy 
on  rtfcinding  order  for  fcrgeants  to  be  members,  319; 
fcrviccs  in  1780,  322 ;  rotation  in  the  armoury,  323  5' 
ground  refufcd  for  an  encampment,  324 ;  fcrvicos  on 
2  p  a  toti 
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Lord  G.  Gordon's  trial,  337 ;  the  four  divifions  cfta- 
blifhcd,  341  ]  addrefs  to  the  public,  342 ;  march  to 
Sydenham,  347;  addrefs  to  Prince  of  Wales  on  his 
maturity,  349 ;  duty  at  the  Bank,  &c.  351 ;  new  plan 
for  the  four  divifions,  357  ;  addrefs  to  George  III.  360; 
Marks  fecured,  ^66',  new  regulations  and  declaration, 
369;  fearch  for  conviSs  efcaped,  371;  occafionson 
which  it  ought  to  ferve,  373  ;  duty  at  the  Bank,  373; 
not  to  interfere  in  political  queftions,  374;  refoiutions 
for  its  government,  375 ;  duly  at  Guildhall,  305  ;  ad- 
drefs  to  the  ki^g  on  Margaret  Nicholfon's    attempt, 
3985  the  right  aflerted  topreferve  the  ancient  ma^fc, 
399.  402,403  ;  celebrated  the  centenary  of  the  revolu- 
tion, 403  ;  addrefs  to  George  Ill/on  his  recovery,  406 ; 
attended  the  thankfgiving,  407  ;  houfe  for  the  meffen- 
ger,  and   ground,  purchafed,  407  5  map  of  the  four 
divifions,  411;    armour}*- houfe  lent  to  militia,  412; 
addrefs  to  the  public,  413  ;  guard  eftablilhed,  and  keys 
kept  by  the  fentinels,  414  5  annual  payments  from  the 
lieutenancy  declined,  4I4 ;  key  of  the  gate  not  given  to 
the  militia,  417;  houfe  lent  to  them,  418;  cenfureof 
fome  members  for  neglcft  of  <luty,  422 ;  memorial  for 
exemption  from  the  militia,  423  ;    aflfembled   at  the 
Manfion -houfe,  425  ;  duty  on  ftate  trials,  432;  appro- 
bation of  it,  433,  434 ;  quedion  of  right  of  the  militia 
to  the  houfe  and  ground,  435 ;  prefent  of  colours  from 
Mrs.   Le  Mefurier,  440 ;  duty  on  riots  at  crimping 
houfes,  442  ;  on  aflembling  of  the  Correfponding  So- 
ciety, 446.  448  ;  addrefs  to  the  king,  449 ;  refpeS  paid 
to  its  officers  at  St.  James's,  451 ;  proceedings  on  the 
new  bill,  455  ;  addrefs  to  the  captain -general  thereon, 
459;    circular  letter  thereon,   474;    admittance  re- 
fuied  to  the  militia,  t^j^  ;  the  Grouud  refufed  to  guards 
at  ihe  Tower,  478  ;    tender  of  fervice   in  1797,  ^nd 
thanks  from  Duke  of  Portland  and  lord  mayor,  481  j 
addrefs  to  the  public,  482;  regulations  agaiufi  lending 

the 
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the  Ground,  drills,  and  drefs,  483  5  proceedings  fur- 
ther againft  the  claims  of  the  militia,  483  ;  attended  on 
thankfgiving  in  1797, 4^7  5  tnembers  fubfcribed  to  the 
loyalty  loan^  490 ;  its  duty  afligned  in  cafe  of  invafion^ 
491 ;  the  Ground  refufed  to  the  Bank,  493  ;  cafe  with 
the  militia,  and  proceedings  thereon,  494 ;  ftatement 
of  the  title  and  fa£ls,  in  a  petition   to   the  common 
council,  495  ;  duty  at  the  New  River,  509 ;  reviewed 
by  the  commander  in  chief,  ib.  ;  vote  of  thanks  to 
Colonel  Le  Mefurier,    5105    reviewed  by   the   lord 
mayor,  ib. ;  marched  to  Si.  Paul's  on  a  thankfgiving 
for  Lord  Nelfon's  viftory,  511 ;  the  like  on  the  faft, 
51a;  the  extent  of  the    Company's  fervices,    513  5 
marched  in  proceflion  on  the  feftival  of  the  fons  of  the 
clergy,  514.  527;  reviewed  in  Hyde-park,  on  June 
4,  1799,  515;    the  king's  orders  thereon^  517:  in- 
fpefted  by  the  king  iii   iPinfbury-fquare,  519  ;  refpeA 
to  the  Company  at  a  military  dinner,  521 ;  alarm  pods 
fixed  and  marched  to,  5215  accommodation  of  the  dif- 
ference with  the  lieutenancy,  52a  ;  terms  agreed,  533  ; 
fubfcription  for  the  families  of  the  men  loft  at  the  Hcl- 
der,  526 }  the  firft  fermon  after  the  accommodation 
wiih  the  lieutenancy  5    the   milita  admitted,   527; 
addrefs   tj  the  king  on  Iladfield's  attack,  530;  re- 
viewed   in  Hyde-park,  531;    duty  at  corn-market, 
535;   at  Bifliopfgate-ftreet,  Chifwell-ftreet,  an  J  0»u- 
ftreet,  536 ;  thanks  received,  539,  540,  541 }  fcrviccg 
offered  to  the  magiftrates,  540 ;  rental,  542 ;  affcmbkd 
on  high  price  of  provifions,  542;  their  fpirit  does  not 
relax,  545;   an  attack    an  the   armjury   threatened, 
ib. ;  thanks  to  George  Wood,  efq.   ib.  5  reviewed  by 
Lord   Harrinjiton,  546  ;  the  like  in  Ilyde-park,  and 
approbation,  547 ;  refolutions  of  fcri'ice  on  the    re- 
quifition  of  Sir  VVilliani  Staines,  lord  mayor,  ib. ;  let- 
ter from  Lord  Hobart,  549  ;  prefent  to  colonel  Le  Mc-^ 
furicr,  550;  aitciuled  the  proclamation  of  peace,  55:; 
delivers  thanks  to  the  volunteers,  555 ;  his  letter,  556, 
2  P  4  AriilUrj 
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ArtUlify  Ground^  tbt  old,  45 1  objeft  and  mgin  of  the 
fociety  there,  4^*  55;  armouTy,  57;  removal  to 
Finfbury,  59 ;  meet  bere^  80 ;  fale^  8o.  83 

ArtUkry  GrQuiul^  the  new,  39.  56 1  prefented  to  dte  Com- 

pany^  64;   improvement  of,  87;   games  prevented, 

133;  original  leaTe^  65;  leafe  in  1737,  65;' its  value 

-in  17389  194 ;    150  feet  let  on  building  leafesj  366;  a 

part  relinquiflied,  307 ;  new  leafes,  309 

A/gill,  Sir  Charles,  lord  mayor,  331 

A/bburfi,  Sir  William,  fubfcribed  to  Company's  debts,  144; 
vice-prefident,  146. 159 

j^ociationsy  early,  2 ;  againft  Charles  II,  105 ;  to  fupport 
King  William  III,  138  ;  one  not  authorized,  2'  I ;  in 
1778,  311 ;  interview  with  the  Hon,  Artillery  Com- 
pany, 316;  attended  the  council,  332;  enter  the Hob« 
Artillery  Company,  3333  fervices  in  1780,  338     * 

Aurora  bgrealis  in  1750,  319 

B. 

Bacines,  what,  35 

Banif  its  regiment  formed,  applied  for  the  Ground,  493 

Baylis,  Sir  William,  prefident,  318 

Baumesy  94 

BajoneiSf  firft  ufe  of,  30 

Beadle*s  fees  on  delivering  return  of  eleAions,  346 

Becber,  Sir  William,  lord  mayor,  193 

Beckfordj  William,  lord  mayor,   349;    refufed  to  admit 

guards  into  the  city,  381 ;   his  death  and  cfaara&er, 

383 

Bedingjieldj  Sir  Robert,  164 

Bedloej  charge  againft  James  Duke  of  YoA,  98 

Bellamyy  Sir  Edward,  prefident,  318 

Bernard^  Sir  John,  general,  333 

BlaggtnVs  air  balloon,  371 

Bill  of  Rights,  5 

Millers^  Sir  William,  treafurer,  304 

BififOf9, 
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Bf/hops,  lit  Cburles  L  proted,  66;  excluded  tbeir  fei^ 
67;  the  feven  tried  and  acquitted,  123 

Blacifriars  Bridge  begun,  333 

Blackwellf  clerk  of  the  Honourable  Artillery  Company, 
eleSed  adjutant,  182^  plan  forrecovery  of  the  Honour- 
able Artillery  Cprnpany,  i85.  189.  199 

Blakcn^yy  Lord,  his  defence  and  furrender  of  MinorcayoaS. 

Blizardi  William,  efq.  furgeon,  refigned,  409 ;  his  report 
fl^  augmept  the  Honourable  Artillery  Cgmpany,  429  f 
again  refigned,  454 

Sow,  the  Englifli,  20.    See  Archery. 

Biiwles^  Sir  John,  147 

Breton,  Cape,  taken,  aii 

Bridgett,  William,  efq.  lord  mayor,  250 

Britijb  temper,  a86 

Buckingham,  Sir  Owen,  159 

Bull,  Frederick,  efq.  lord  mayor,  303 

Bunhill-^eU,  original  leafe,  65 ;  furveyed,  75 

Bute,  Lord,  minifter,  249 

Butt  in  the  Artillery  Ground  for  ball  firing,  146 

Byng,  Admiral,  prevented  an  invafion,  158 ;  his  death,  231 

C. 

Cadets^  their  fpirited  application,  358 

Cannon,  Mr«  his  experiment^  385 

Cafs,  John,  efq.  165 

Cafuijlry,  what,  74. 

Cavaliers^  who,  73 ;   feised  the  Company'!  records,  ib. ; 

confpiracy  againft  Oliver  Cromwell,  78 
Century y  the  prefent,  fitualion  of  affairs,  543 
Ceremony  of  the  lord  mayor's  oath  on  Tower*hiU,  223 
Champion^  Sir  George,  prefident,  220 
Chaplain  conftituted,  216 
Chapman,  Sir  J.  lord  mayor,  124 

CharU$ 
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Charles  1,  patronized  the  Honourable  Artillery  Company/ 
6i;  recommendcJ  his  fons,  65;  caufed  Pym^  Hampden^ 
&c.  to  be  apprehended,  66 ;  promifed  a  guard  to  the 
city,  67;  refuftd  to  furrcnder  the  Tower,  67;  refiifed 
to  pafs  the  militia  bill,  63 ;  his  commiffions  called  in, 
ib. ;  his  charader,  73  ;  was  not  author  of  Icen  Bafilike, 
74;  confined  in  Hurft-caflle;  at  St.  James;  fentcncc,75 

Charles  W,  entered  England;  defeated  at  Worcefter,  77; 
wandered  in  obfcurily  and  embarked  at  Brighton,  77  ; 
his  reftoration,  88;  arrived  at' Dover;  public  entry, 
9^  J  letters  to  the  Hon.  Artillery  Company,  10a,  103. 
108 ;  abridged  the  right  of  eIe3ion,  108 ;  his  meafures 
unpopular,  107.  109.  113  ;  againtl  the  Company  and 
city  on  Quo  Warranto,  110;  was  addrefled  on  the  Rye 
Houfe  plot,  112  ;  his  attachment  to  his  brother,  ib«; 
'  h'  new  commiflions  of  lieutenancy,  113 ;  headed  a 
march,  114;  meditated  a  change  of  nieafures  ;  death 
and  charafter,  116 

Charlotte  Aiigufta,  Princefs  of  Wales,  bom,  454 

Charters  of  Henry  VIII.  40;  a  new  one  fuggefted,  93; 
fcarch  at  Roll's  chapel,  224 ;  feized  by  Quo  Warranto, 
no;  reftorcd,  124.  130;  whether  they  could  be  for- 
feited, 130 

Chjuvel'm,  Mr.  ordered  to  withdraw,  415 

CbilJj  Sir  Francis,  164;  lord  mayor,  recommended  the 
Company's  cafe,  144 

Cbi/zrell-fXTCti,  repairs  of,  T45 

ChiUvy  Thomas,  efq.  lord  mayor,  laid  the  foundation  llonc 
of  BlacJcfriars  bridge,  235;  entertained  the  king  and 
ciiieen,  235      ■ 

v\\  .   jKiwcr,  its  ancient  force,  334 

v"    •  «\  Stephen,  efq.  adjutant,  thanks  to  him,  354.  487 

t^  Sir  Robert,  fubfcribed  lo  Company's  debts,  144; 
.1-  u>  the  repairs  in  Chifwell-ftreel,  145  ;  invited  cap- 
'^   ^x^neral  to  dinner,  ic^ 

Clerk, 
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CUriy  Mr,  Blackwell,  the,  choPen  adjutanti  i8a 

CockaynCj  Francis,  efq.  lord  mayor,  221 

Colours  for  the  armoury,  291 

Colt's  feaft,  250.  284.  30a 

Combe,  TA,  C.  efq.  lord  mayor;  his  cohdu£i:  at  corn*market^ 
&c.  535 ;  letter  to  Company,  539 

Commiffions  of  array  and  lieutenancy,  9,  10  3  in  any  other 
corps  a  difqualification  for  the  court,  418 

Common  QO\iuQ\\i  refolution  as  to  building,  161 ;  prefeuted 
two  field  pieces,  346  \  thanks  to  the  Honourable  Artil* 
lery  Company,  428 

Conformity  bill,  againft  occaiional,  142 

Conflitutional  fociety,  309 

Correfponding  Society,  meeting,  441.  446.  451.  456 

Court  mournings  (bortened,  why,  269 

—  book,  the  firft,  73 

Covenant,  the  folemn,  loft,  106 

Cripplegate  grenadiers  adjuft  their  diffei'ence  with  the  Hoa. 
Artillery  Company,  268 

Cromwell  J  Oliver,  commanded  the  forces  for  Ireland,  71 ; 
reduced  the  parliamentary  regiments,  69 ;  created 
lord  lieutenant  of  Ireland,  77  ;  battle  of  Worcefter 
and  public  entry  into  London,  77  ;  his  inauguration 
at  Weftmtnfter,  78;  dined  in  the  cityand  knighted 
the  lord  mayor,  78  ;  acquainted  the  corporation  of  a 
confpiracy  againft  him,  78  ;  his  death  and  funeral,  86 

Cro/^j Brass,  efq.  lord  mayor,  refufcti  to  back  prefs  warrants, 
287;  committed  to  the  Tower,  293;  rtlcafcd,  296; 
letter  of  acknowledgment  to  the  Honourable  Artillery 
Company,  297;  his  death  and  biflory,  416 

Cuiraffes,  33 

Cullof/en,  battle  of,  215 

Cumltrlmd^  Duke  of,  died,  260 

Curreyy  John,  expelled,  why,  96 

Darlmotdh^ 
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Dartmouthy  Lord,  his  corps,  115 ;  applicalioii  to  the  Hod* 
Artillery  Company  ff)r  King  William's  letter,  143 

Dojbwfiody  Sir  Samuel,  254 

Dawfon,  lieutenant-colonel,  thanks  to  him,  453 

Denbamj  his  death  on  duty,  362 

Denmark^  King  of,  vifited  London,  275 

Devonjbirey  Duke  of,  addrefs  to  him,  why,  24a 

Dinglejfy  his  plan  of  City  Road,  267 

Dowlingj  Edward,  efq.  chofen  major,  403 ;  his  rep<N*t  oa 
the  fergeants  of  militia,  409 ;  refigned,  414 

Duncombe,  Sir  Charles,  155 

Dundasy  Henry,  fecretary  of  fiate ;    his  letter  appointing 
the  king's  infpedion  of  all  the  corps  in  the  city,  518 


Earner,  Sir  John^  lord  mayor,  attended  the  proclamation  of 

peace  in  1802,  553 
Earthqi/ahy  (hock  at  London  in   I7jp>  219;    at  Lifboti, 

226 
JEdwiriy  Sir  H.  lord  mayor,  fupported  the  Company's  cafe 

in  the  common  council,  142 ;    carried  the  mace  to 

Pinners'  hall,  142 
JEle^ion  of  officers,  methodized,  218;    bow  eOenlioI  the 

right  of,  429 
Eloquence  recommended  to  the  leaders,  27 
BJfeXy  Earl  of,  commanded  the  parliament  forces  againft 

Charles  T,  69 
D^EJliy  Princcfs,  married  to  James  Duke  of  York,  98 
Exemption  from  the  militia,  423 
Excife  of  cyder  and  perry,  249 
Exclufion  bill,  99 

Falilcnd 


Falkland  Iflands,  affair  of,  ^^85 

Fin/hury,  its  derivation,  39 ;  manor  appropriated  to  a  pre- 
bendary of  St.  Paul's  I  furveyed,  75  5  its  manor  leafe, 

287 
Fire  arms,  firft  ufe  of,  129 
Fir^  of  London,  how  it  affected  the  Honourable  Artillery 

Company,  95 
Fleets  Sir  John,  lord  mayor,  entertained  King  William  III, 

136;  a  member  of  the  Company,  155 
F/udyer,  Sir  Samuel,  lord  mayor,  enteitained  the  king  and 

queen,  245 
France  fet  up  the    pretender,    149;    threatened  invafion 

tbrou^  Scotland,  158.   907.  MJi   confequences  of 

its 'revolution  in  England,  ^%o 
Franlpledgej  its  origin,  3 
Freemen  and  non-freemen  admitted,  91 
Friends  of  the  People,  the  (bciety  of,  411 
Furior^  John,  efq.  elected  adjutant,  479 

G. 

Garrard,  Sir  Samuel,  lord  mayor,  163 

Gates  at  foot  of  fiaii^fe  ereded,  215 

Geefum,  or  Gifarmes,  33 

Generals^  their  fee  for  leads,  i^Z 

G«?rf^,  Prince  of  Denmark,  married  to  Udy  Anne,   109; 

created  captain-general,  ib. ;  deferted  James  It,  125; 

his  titles,   133;    attended   King  William  to  Ireland, 
-  1345  voted  oh  the  bill  againft  occalional  conformiiy, 

142 ;  bis  eftablifhment,  155  ;  death,  160 
Giorge  I.  his  acccffion,  1^1 ;  public  entry,  172  ;  his  anfwer 

to  the  addrefs  of  the  Hon,  Artillery  Company,  174; 

his  letter,  175;  fpeech  to  parliament,  174;  appointed 

Prince  George,  captain-general,  178  j   went   abroad, 

179 ;  diflenfion  with  the  prince,  1805  reconciled,  181; 
a  reviewed 
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reviewed  the  Hon.  Artillery  Company,  183  5  anfwer 
to  their  addrefs  and  gift  of  500/.  ;  death,  188 

George  11.  reviewed  the  Honourable  Artillery  Company, 
1895  anfwer  to  their  addrefs,  190;  anfwer  to  their  addrefs 
on  the  marriage  of  his  daughter  jto  the  Prince  rf 
Orange,  aoo;  raifed  his  royal  ftandard  at  Fincbley, 
213;  meffage  on  the  invafion  in  1759,  233;  death 
and  charafter,  335 

George  III.  born,  205  ;  acceflion,  237  5  marriage,  043  ; 
dined  at  Giiildhall,  245  ;  his  letter  to  the  Honourable 
Artillery  Company,  a62 ;  appointed  the  Prince  of  Wales 
captain-general,  263 ;  fpeech  to  parliament,  265 ; 
reviewed  the  fleet,  421 ;  reviewed  the  volunteers  in  Hyde- 
park,  515;  orders  thereon,  517  ;  infpeCled  them  in  the 
city,  519 ;  conduct  when  flipt  at  by  Hadlield,  528 ;  re- 
viewed the  Hon.  Artillery  Company  in  Hyde-park, 
531 ;  general  orders  thereon,  533 

George*Sy  Saint,  volunteers,  450. 

George  J  Prince  of  Wales,  bom,  247;  titles,  248;  appointed 
captain -general,  253 

GIjTiy  Sir  Richard,  lord  mayor,  233 

Gljri,  Sir  Richard  Carr,  lord  mayor,  512 

Gordon^  Lord  George,,  his  aflbciation,  320 ;  arraigned,  8lc. 

Grnftofiy  duke  of,  minifter,  258 

Grenadiers,  a  company  firft  formed  in  the  Hon.  Artillery 
Company,  123  5  accoutrements  provided  for,  167 

•— *— ^  of  Southwark  and  Crlpplegate,  210 

G?4ardsj  cxercife,  in  the  Artillery  Ground,  193 

H. 

Hadjjeld,  James,  fliot  at  the  king,  528 

Hair-powder  i\ni)\  battalion  not  exempt,  441 

Hampden  and  others  apprehended,  66;    refeated  in  the 

Houfe  of  Commons,  66 
ifc/iM'-SirJofeph,  treafurer,  218 

Hardj, 
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Hardy,  Thomas,  his  Uial,  43^ 

Harleyy  Thomas,  lord  mayor,  thanked  for  his  exertion  In 

the  weavers  riot,.a70 ;  his  orders  refufed,  ^71 ;  declined 

leading,  278 
Haiy  when  adopted,  34 

Hawkey  admiral,  defeated  the  French  at  Lagos,  234 
Heatbcote,  S\t  GWhtrij  160;  lord  mayor,  164 
Helmet,  like  that  of  the  Romans,  34 ;  new  ones  adopted,  483 
HemanSyW.  B.  appointed  fergeant  major,  492 
Henry  VIII.  his  charter,  23 ;  encouraged  archery,  39 
Hermione,  capture  of  the,  248 
Herriotj  Mr*  prefeated  an  old  copy  of  the  arms^  534 
Hoare,  Sir  Richard,  164 
Hwwrary  members  aboliflied,  352. — ^393 
Hopkins,  Benjamin,  efq.  chamberlain,  308;  died,  319 
Howe,  Lord,  his  victory,  4  21 
Howes,  William,  prefcnted  two  clocks,  216 


Jail  fever  at  Newgate,  220  , 

James  L  his  letter,  50  j  ordered  all  fences  to  be  taken  dowa 
which  obftrufted  the  ancient  marks,  55 

James,  Duke  of  York,  commander  in  Chief,  93  ;  his  atten- 
tion to  the  Company,  ib. ;  captain-general,  94 ;  mar- 
ried, 98 ;  an  avowed  papift,  ib.  j  his  picture  defaced^ 
101 ;  accedion,  J 18 ;  delicacy  in  the  addrelTes  to  him, 
1205  declares  for  popery,  ib.3  declined  to  appoint  the 
annual  feltival,  121 ;  his  letter  to  the  Hon,  Artillery 
Company,  I2i  j  fuccefsful  fituation,  122  ;  loll  the  fup- 
port  of  the  church,  123 ;  progrefs  through  England,  ib. ; 
hi*  opinion  of  the  Hon,  Artillery  Company,  124 ;  re- 
formed his  roeafures  too  late,  ib. ;  reftored  the  charters; 
ib. ;  his  own  party  and  family  deferted  him,  125  :  ab- 
dicated the  throne,  126;  his  charader^  127;  his  life  of 
retirement  and  deaths  148 

Janjfen,  Sir  S.  ITieod.  lord  u^ayor,  22* 
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tcon  Bafilike,  not  written  by  Car.  t,  but  fey  Gaadcn,  74 

tnfintryy  hiftory  of,  %^ 

jbwculatiofty  Sutton  and  Co.  their  bbuf^  deftroyed^  273 

Jranjide,  Sir  Edward,  lord  mayor,  2^3 

Invincible  Atmzdsi,  49 

>  ftandard,  49 

KemBhf  Francis,  retired  from  the  court  oTaifitoits,  vote  of 

thanks  to  him,  348 
Kennett^  Brackley,  efq.  lord  mayor,  hrrtd  a  dtfl^reht  troop 

for  hts  procefllion^  318;  condud  in  1780-,  316 
Kepfell^  Admiral,  acquitted,  315 
King^  his  power  to  command  ptrfonal  fervices^  ^y  S 

L. 

Laddy  his  carriage  without  horfes,  233 

Ladbroke,  Sir  R.  prefident>  declined  calling  a  courts  279  • 
died,  303 

la  Hogue,  defeated  at,  135 

Lambert y  Daniel,  efq.  lord  mayor,  fwom  on  Tower-hill, 
206 

Lancy  Captain  William,  adjutant,  308 

Le  MefurieTy  Paul,  efq.  343  ;  chofen  vice-prefident,  393  ; 
major,  45;  refigned  vice-prefident,  417  5  lord  mayor, 
424;  aflembled  the  Company  to  fupprefs  riots  at 
trimping  houfes,  424;  his  letter  of  acknowl^gnient^ 
426  J  aflembled  Company  on  ftate  trial  againd  Hardy^ 
432 ;  vote  of  thanks  to  him,  452 ;  declined  any  other 
military  commiflion,  479 ;  vote  of  thanks  to  him,  510; 
attended  a  meeting  of  officers  of  London  diftrfS,  512  ; 
rcf|>e6l  to  him  at  a  military  dinner,  520  j  vote  of  thanks 
tohiiii,  521  \  prefented  a  print  of  the  review — vot« 
thereon,  526 ;  prcfent  to  him,  559 ;  he  prefented  a 
print,  553 

Le  Mefuriety  Mrs.  prefented  colours^  fpecch,  &c.  440 

Letters 


49S 
Leliars  patent  of  Henry  VID,  40 ;  of  James  I^  50 ;   of 

liji  i  of  William  Ifl,  133, 133.  I395#f  Qflttw^Ann, 

laeutenancy^  aclmiffion  of  their  fergeants^  ^|  .p^  the 
Hon.  ArUUer)r.^Bjp^9y^'jreftThr.  AfW  <qr.?»(^pWfe 
pofe,  181.  301 ;  fubfcribed  tpKl^e^byiWi^  J!5  ^Afy 

i'77i  addrefs  to  thenj,  ib.4i.iffBWW*  ftft.bfi  jj^d,  ^g^i 
rules  refpefting  their  officers^  3^.j  ,ff^$i^  djkd^iM 
for  their  fei^ants  to  be  membe^,  5,19 j  -mpiial  i^y^ 
iipfptdwliw^  jbyvthP'ft<3W^.^^  4H^ 

.     iVJ^^jf^jW  4B^^dhi^^gp,9f  #;fe«if}B,i^  (i^^wil-itreet, 

light. :\^9f^  |KdMrt»Pi^  J^f««»p4  *fir'.ftaijfl«iilr,Tj|Ai|  co- 

.  opp#fi .  yW»  *f  fltlWr  Af ti^l^  6Qiqf)ap)rp4^;  re- 

..'(^i^M  ^;pf  rtJ^  plQl)n4#  4^i.tljfdif»^lhfqni  and 

if/^oif,  the,^h!jw^,.:^||^:'!  /.  j.  :    .  -    .tf  .     ■  *\  .     ■' 
livery y  addrefled  the  Houfe  of  Comqi9ft8tlbrii|^)IMfe5'^5'2^ 
XfOa/ nailed  up  in  crape  at  the  Royal  Elxchang^^  j^y^*    '    ' 

55',  petitjimtp  <i^tjll^rk^-:^y^xkmiAK^^ 

fubmitted  to  the  judgment  on  Quo  Warranto^  111^ 
addrefs  on  the  Bye  Houie  plot,  1 1 2 

io»«  XVI,  bis  death,  415  -*/^    •        *'         * 

Xo^j/^hte'fttzileers,  214  '  '      '        .        '  . 

Lunardiy  Vmdent,  h»cxpetimcilt  and  aerial  voyj^,  387^ 

388 ;  admitted,  393 
Luxmore^  Thomas,  efq.  deifted  furgeon,  ^55 


^  ^ .  Malmefhury, 


594  INOSX. 

•    .   M.    :  - 

Malmejhufy^  lord,  negoctated  a  peace  and  retumolj  454; 

the  like,  489 
Manual  ekef^ife,  the  prefent,  introduced,  41a 
March f'VUt  grand",  to  St.  Paul's  rirtHe  Tntcrregftuhi,  81 
Marks  in  the  fields  reftored,  64.  ic5;  newly  named,  393; 

notice  to  remove  obftrttdions;  ^6}  right  afierted,  399. 
^   '    410.41*  t     •••    '■  '   ••     -   '''  '"• 
itfdif/lkt^^j,  Captain  J6hn,  Ksitharafter,  142 
Mafyi  Qneen,  dteii,  i-jtf         m    ^ .  •  : 
Af^j^;  (General j  commanded  (he  paHikment  army,  71 
M^^oji  dilrifiofi  introdticed,  4rf'    '    ' 

Military ttnMtmj.^y^  ''-    '     ''('*"  ^  • 

Militia.p(  Uindon,.  whiet  doimeaion  with  the  Hon.  Artillery 

(..    iMMf^Yi  4^;  Ml)i4y'tc^tfla(^;i230j^ 

armoury,  4123  this  refufcd,  ib. ;  queftion  of  right  to 
^ '  )  the  Ground,'  &c:  ^43;  y  ilhe  new  bill  and  proceedings 

.therepnv459i  et  f^J$  'fechnittance  refuTed  to  them,  477 ; 

(iippleaiteiilkry,  '4e8b^  forthef  ^roctedinjgs,  483 ;  date 

of  fa6ls,  495  ;  accommodation,  Jaa  r  admitted,  527 
Milne,  Sergeant,  prefented  a  French^  fword,  525 
AfMfA»,baHle<rf,  234        > 

Mo$rfi^lJs,  d^rivatfjloiy,  .early:ihite^  and  improvement  of,  56 
Mu/myyJjs>,^ifM&^r ^mAiiiOi  pcrfdfm  duty,  2^99 

,  ...  .   :i.  ;()••>  .1  •       .     '        -•  ;...'. 
...,. -N,  .  ,    :..    ., 

Ktimury  Ciegi^  of,  137 

Nsl/on,  Lord,  vi&ory  of  the  Nile,  tranfbiittcd  the  Fravrh  ad* 

miral's  fwor^  to  the  con^mon  council,  511 
Newlandj  Sir  George,  165 
Nicbolfon^  Margaret,  affaulfed  the  Jting,  397 
Nobility,  many  enter  the  Hon,  Artillery  Company,  95 ;  the 

like,  107 


INDEX.  595 

jN!^i  DUitioyiat^  4S0       ./ <     :  .  -S 

NorriSf  Admiral^  2c  9 
Nortb,  Lord^  minifter,  270 

•      '         "  '*'   O.  . 

Oliver,  Alderaian,  committed  to  the  Tower^.  293  ;  flienff, 

3025  refigned^  311 
Orange,  Prince  of,  married  princefs  ray^l,  200 
Ordnance,  29 

p 

Panton,  Edward^  61*  captaini  55 

Parliament,   the  Long,  88.5  put  the  kitigdbm  lA  defence  * 

againft  Car.  I,  68  >  at  the  a1>dicalioti,   128 ;  muftered 

the  city  militia  in  Finibuiy,  6$ ',  forbad  figning  the 

engagement  in  the  city  for  Gar.  I,  72 
Par/ons,  Sir  John,  164 
Parties,  in  Car.  I,  65;  in  Car.  II,  1085  at  the  revolution, 

129;  in  .1792,  411 '.  ,' 
,  Pavt^s,  orPavacet,  ao 
.  Peace  of  I  j229  367 
— -*,  preliminaries  figned  in  j  Sox,  548;  reSe&ions  on 

the  late,  558 
J    Peers,  Sir  Charles,  166 

Pmifan/,  Sir  Samuel,  lord  mayor,  219  • 

Pi'fjs,   Kichard,   his  accident,  3503   appointed  furveyor, 

392  3  recommended  to  the  Bank,  396  $  received  a  pre* 

feat  on  going  to  Sierra  Leone,  410 
Piaures  of  88,  87 

Pii/ difufed,  31;  its  price  m  Car.  II,  33 
Pitfiel^s  repentance,  64  .  • 

Pitt,  William,  minifter,  246  j  his  afiTeding  interview  with 
"    the  king  on  retiring,  247  ;  created  Eari  of  Chatham, 

248 
-— -,  William,  minifter,  his  occupation  during  peace,  401 

a  Q  a  Pitt, 


596.  IHDSX^: 

,PiU,  Samuel,  aDpIication  as  to  the  mftH|a,.490$  Koalft, 

Poor's  box  introduced,  216  -  -  • 

Portland,  Duke  of,  his  letters  of  approbation,'  and  thanks, 

442.  445- 447- 450- 481     ' 
PFtft.  Ttacrants,  not  figno&-i»ailib  Bgncd^  286 
Prince/s  Royal  married,  485 
Printers  difchacgod, '  ^99  5  . 

Pritchard,  Sir  William,  prefident,  105.  155 
Pro^^,  Sir  W.  B-  returned  for  Middlefex,  272 
Profecution  for  an  aflault  on  a  march,  204 
Provijionsy  high  price  of,  alarmf^,  aM^  t70 
Pn^^tfH  e;i^rdtffe  intWdurffdi  a3Jt 
i^M^  .H^mpdcQ,  ^.oth^i^  acteAcdi  66 

'■■  *:'.  ■ 'Vv.' . . 

Racljlrow,  clerk,  267 
i2!^j^^f> derkyScr.  'I   .^  *  .  .*  :    . 

iJtzn/^  of  the  Hon.  Artillery  Company,  3$a  , 
Razulin/on,  Sir  Thomas,  colonel,  prefeat^  coktirs^,  9j6 
RoyV  Travels,  75  •  ^ 

B^hllim  in.UjiiSy  178)  ifapprdlU,  180 f  1^17455  ftia 
Reform,  petitions  for,  320 
Regi/Ier  of  citizens,  49 
Rejlorat'um  of  the  monfMxdiy,  8fl  .: 
Ritherd^n^Jd^^t,  tbanka  tQ  him,453 
Riot  A£t,  origin  Qf,  177         : 
Riots  in  1780)  326;  agaii\ft  crimping^hoDieSy  424,  44a 
Riot  at  corn-market,  &c.  534 
Rohinfon,  Sir  Thomas,  bis  fcttioes,  95 
Rockingham,  Mai*quis  of,  praife  ofiiis  adniniflrationby  the 
^     pierchf^tr,  265 ;  a  peiv  zuiniftry  under  him,  359 
Rupert^  RrVi^e,  his.  hontfediefeatfid  by  tho  IrainiHl  bands,  71 
Rjfwic,  peace  of,  139  n 

'  *  Sacbevertl, 


WM3C/  "^9^^ 


Sacbenjetdy'tk.  hfs;feTttK)ft,  and  confequences,  162 

Sailors  rife,  274.  369 

Sanders f  lord  chief  juftice  to  Charles  II,  no  j  died,  lit 

Sartjfa  of  Macedon^  33 

Savoy  J  I.uchefs  of,  her  claim,  148 

SawhriJgej  Johttyt^q.his motion  for  Ijriennial  eleftions,  302 

Satuyer,  Sir  Robert,  tfttomey-general  to  Charles  II,  riO 

Scull- caps y  33 

Sergeants  of  trained  bands  admitted,  J825  right  of  voting^ 
282  ;  proteft  againft,  300 ;  marched  in  Mr.  Wilkcs'tf 
proccffion,  505;  not  fent  on  garrifon  dut}',  409 

Sbipbeard,  Colonel^  treafjrer,  pacified  the  menlbefs,  8c; 
led  the  funeral  of  direr  CromwcU,  88;  his  tomb-ftone 
in  the  north  wall,  115 

Sboreyy  Captain,  affifted  Hon.  Artrll^ry  Company,  145. 155. 

Skinner y  Thomas,  efej*  lord  mayor,  requefted  the  aid  of  Hon. 
ArtUlcry  Company,  432 

Sii/>^o/i,  Major-general  of  city  militia,  67;  took  the  com. 
maDd«f  it,69;  declined  to  ferve  Car.  I,  ib.;  reducecf 
the  fivft  regiments,  ib. ;  muttered  the  trained  bands,  70  j 
voted  to  lead  the  forces  to  Ireland,  71 ;  returned  for 
Bkmft)B(p!e,  ib. ';  ordered  to  enlift  troops  in  the  city,  73  j 
his  fervices,  family,  houfe  at  A6lon,  74;  parifh  regifter 
^^f^>  75  5  appointed  one  of  Kmg  Charfes's  judges,  buC 
did  not  aft,  ib. ;  ol  Oliver  CromwelKs  council,  79  ; 
appointed  over  the  city,  ib. ;  captain-general  of  the 
tton*  Artillery  Conrrpany,  ib. ;  •hrs  fpeech  thereon,  80 

Sfniih,  Henry,  ehdfen  major,  384;  refigncd,  402 

Smiib,  SirWm.  Sydney,  his  condudl  contrafted  with  that  of 
hit  opponeni  at  Asre^  52$ 

Sapbia^  Eleftvefiy  147;  declineei  invitation  to  England,  157; 
died,  168 

Soutb  Sea  deception,  183 

SpHfivgy  Niichiabt9>  tht  firft  cfUigfi,  55 

Stalnsr^ 


Stainer,  Sir  Samueli  lord  mayor,  i68 
Staines,  Sir  William^  lord  siayor^  put  the  CqfDpaoy  in  ir- 
quilitioD,  547 
•  SIjU  trials  in. 1794,  430 
Stewardy  Sir  William,  lord  mayor,  183 
Stewards'  feaft,  30a 
SijUy  the  new,  fettled,  0,%% 
Succe/Jibn  to  the  throae  after  WilL  III,  147* 

T. 

Tajers  Clofe,  46 

ThdwalVs  trial,  434 

Tbompfon,  vSir  J.  vice-prefident,  ai8 

Ticbiorne,  Sir  Robert,  prefident,  received  01iv.er,  CromweR's 
approbation,  80 

Toohy  J.  H.his  trial,  433 

TorUs  poffefs  the  Company's  affairs,  155 

Toiver-hiU,  when  a  lord  mayor  is  fworn  there,  223 

inhabitants  prefented  a  memorial,  478 

Toivnjbend,  fons  of  Lord  T,  regulate  the  militia,  230 

— — -,  John,  efq.  lord  mayor,  301 

To:.opbeii£esj  97  ;  join  the  Company,.386 

Tradtfmen  to  the  Company  ineligible  to  court  or  coounil- 
tees,  394 

Trained  Bands  converted  into  militia^  lOf  ei^ercifed  hi  the 
Ground,  59  ;  muftered  to  Sktppon,.a  tumukuary  force 
a£ied  well  at  Newberry,  70;  ufed  the  Ground^  178$ 
admitted,  182 1  ex^rcifed  in  the  armoury,  2(05  ;  officers 
fit  in  court,  247 ;  did  not  march,  their  juftificatioai 
099.   See  Militia. 

Trecotbicky  B.  efq.  lord  mayor,  remonftrated  againft,  but 
figned  prefs  wafrants,  a86 ;  prote£ttott  for  the  Hon.  Ar- 
tillery Company,  287 

Tulfe^  Sir  Henry,  lord  mayor,  114 

TtffTirr,  Barnard,  efq.  admitted^  323  j  eledcd  major,  34I.} 

bis 


jtNXXEX.  \599 

-':  -   his- Udy'is- deaths  559;  his  exections,  37^^  dea\h  and 
fuiieralf  }8j  ;;.mfcripUon  on  his  fotnb,  394;  on  a 
.   .    print,  395 

•;.        y. 

VandercoMy  Mr.  propofed  a  public  addrefs,  48 1 

Volttnleer  regiments^  their  polls  afligned  in  cafe  of  invaGon^ 

4^r ;  volunteers  may  impute  to  individuals  part  of  the 

praife  given  to  the  whole,  53 1 
Pynefj  lord  mayor,  knighted  by  Oliver  Cromwell,'  78 

W- 

'  Wales,  Frederick,  Prince  of,  married,  203  ;  bis  retirement, 
iille,  207/;  death  and  charaftcr,  221  ' 

Wales,  Princefs  Dowager  of,  died,  300 

Wales,  George,  Prince  of,  captain-general,  263  ;  addrefs  to 
him  on  his  maturity,  349 ;  married,  434 ;  did  not  at* 
tend  the  thankfgiving  in  1797;  why,  488;  attended 
at  St,  Paul's,  514;  at  Hyde-park,  515 ;  at  Finlbury- 
fquare,  520 

Walker  and  Co.  application  relative  to  the  ancient  marks,400 

WalpoU^  l^ir  Robert,  minifter,  his  meafures,  193 

Wardell,  Eniign,  prefented  the  arms  painted,  204 

Warrants,  General,  illegal,  sAo 

Warjren,  Admiral,  took  Cape  Breton,  21 1 

Watch  and  Ward,  7.  49 

Wat/on,  Brook,  efq.  lord  mayor,  invited  Hon.ArtiVery  Com- 
pany, 485 ;  reviewed  it,  486 

Weavers y  riots  by,  251.  258.  a68,  275.  451 

^Z»a/»for^,  his  machine,  387 

Whig,  derivation  of  their  infignia,  108  5  pofleffed  the  Com- 
pany, 159;  adminiftraiion  of  Geo.  I,  173 
,  Wilies,  John,  efq.  committed  to  the  Tower,  251 ;  decifion 

.  .    of  the  court  of  Common  Ple^s,  252;  proceedings  ia 

parliament,  253  ;  his  libel  burnt,  253  *,  cxpulfion  from 

the  Houfe  of  Commons,  2^4 ',  general  warrants,  255  ; 

2  Eff^y 


1 
I 
I 

6D0  tMmm.  I 

£flay  cm  W<mfin*«4egacief  i<$  hini)  057  ;  i^tumed  I 

«        J^^iddleiexi  37a;  iMnd'bitl,  275  ;.  appeared  in  KlingJ 
Bcnch^  ib. ;  imprifoned^  fenteace,   2J.4 ;  ^iD^tlecl  t^ 

houfc,  ele£led  an  aldenxtan,  276;  verdi^l  againft    th 
minifier,   2£o;,  rekaied, ' a8 j  ;  elefted  IheriflF,     ^9^ 
lieutenant-general   of  the  Hon.   Artillery  Company^ 
300 ;  did  not  accept  the  .hon.  Artillery  Compaoy    oil 
his'proceflSon,  305  ;  died>  489 
Wilfan^  Lr.  prebendary  of  f  iivftury,  3885  his  newleafe^  3^^ 
JVilttam  III.  his  anccftry,  I28 ;  his  fenfations  at  the  prevail* 
ing  parties,  his  approbaliiDn  of  the  Hon.  Artillery  Com- 
pany, 131  ;  his  .letter,  13a;  his  iecpodJetter,    J3J  ; 
•  went  lo  Ireland,  ^^  ;  to  Holland,  134J  j)lpt  for  bis  af- 
faflination^    34 — L37  }  death  ofMary^  Hisqueen^  13^; 
his  fuccefs  at  Nainur^   ib. ;  letter  relative  to  the  li^a* 
tenancy,  139 ;   its  effe£^   140  S   hurt  at  the  diftnift  of 
-  theCommonjj,  141  j  his  forces  reduqed,  1^33  demife, 

149. 

WUhers,  Sir  William,  164 

^JVoIia/o?i,Mr.  purobafed  the  old  Artffleiy  Cwund  and  ar- 

nmury,  80 
JVoo^if  Sir  Willlaui,  34 
IFooJy  George,  cfq.  prefented  a  medalliosi,  4^8 ;  advanced  a 

film  to  pay  balance  of  cofts  of  law  fuit^  5^ 
JVoodmafm,  Mr.  fire  at  his  houfe,  355 
Worcefter^  battle  of,  77 


THE    END. 


PRiNT£P   BY    R.  WJLK«^    CHANCERYLANC. 


